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NgrE 

I can only say that this book ha been invaded by peopl.e all talk­

ing 1n, the '1r, t p~ -n.It 1 sometimes difficult, I adm1t. to diat-

ingw1eh one from MDth I sine they often do nat announ · a themselves 

or even taka tr-oubl to identify them alv .. through indirect means, euch 

U a tic .a CIaIld racognise. Thair tonaa of voie tend to ba the same. N a.. ~ 

'~jt\6oph1a t s" \10108, a W8 learn to m.cpect, 1. hardly different from a man's. 

Also it has bean difficult f~r me to' take it all dawn, not only from the 

point of vi .. afep.ad (they pause for no on .) but because I myeelf often 

find it hard to identify tha speaker. In. fact I know aa little ab"",t 

them 88 anyone a1 a. I hardly know the island where they all presumably 

Uve. I wa there once or twic. I never went to the Manhattan apart-

mant. Nor have I actually sean thue people who have chosen to di.tate 

to me in the fir t parson t and who !!aften use me as a vehicle for their 

quarrel. I could laY something clever such as that like all human 

Cf'ea~urea the are entirely imaginary. ,But this is not the truth. 

They BlUst have Pi ted. They must atill exist. 1 f o"ly baca.usa they 

oantinu to toll< to m........tJut I had to tap the book somewhere in ord 

for 4.t t.o b book and not a record stretching to the end ofttlS world 

(1mm1.nent, ae that may be). 

None of the a Characters claims to know ma. I call them charaoters 



-2-

far CGnven1enca. although they are moch mar real than any 'characterist-

ic t could convey. I have often wondered what th y would think of ma. 

and of my record Qf what they t 11 me (I samatim hay to finish a sent­

ence or ' ven '. peratJreph in my own way, when I m1 aamathingl, just as 
\!.I 

1 try to gigS a quick painter a to who 18 speaking by a key-word hare 

and there). Wben I have been unable to ident1 fy the '~ice I have wri ttan 

'Who .spoke" t. But evan these two words 1: cannot cla1malways to be my 

,own, another voice plants them for rna, for the goad rea san that he or 

I imagine these people have problana like the re t of us, Imaan 

problema that waigh h vier than the acti'Gns to resolve ' them (o-r the 

pl auras that follow ... their resolution). They tao must be in the 

worldwide struggle for survival. avan (I might say especially) those en-

cl~ ad in the convent, bee use n Qne---rich or poo~n mainlands or on 

1 laAda--can escap it. But they hardly aver talk abDut it. Some of ' , 

th. like the banking gentleman, with the s11ver-knobbed cane 

( thi i the only way I can ident1 fy him, as 1 identlfyanother with the 

nickname 'Aeron' )--spend only a small part of the year on the island: 

th rest 1s tak up with mOn8)'-4Jl king. H doee talk about Wall street 

and fhr cIA . dla street. And the egotism from Which the' mone.y.mak1ng 

·dri.ve _rings doe make hi. manti n the struggle mar than the others. 
v 

B t hi-s most ,concerns thoHghtare on islanQ..mattersJ maybe beesu - h 

ju t happens to be' there at the moment. It is the same w1t.h them all. 

the real struggle, or rather the reality. atut . when, their working day 

finishes, or hen th y flop out for 8 ten-minut siesta in the dog-hours. 

Wht Id.nd of a person 1s the wife of the marl ' with the s11vQ%\-knobbed 

cane'; th ·renagads' as a CQupla of th ather characters call him? Why 

doeen't ,a speak? - And what bout all thoe other people on the island 
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[1t has e .pQPwlatlon ,of at least twenty thousand,} who know, and even have 

clp . 'r lat1' he with thea. p,_l., Why do they naver talk1 Perhaps thEiY 

will talk tam lat.r. Pamapa tha1r :vote will roll away to other 

Ul._. I have an id. that th y in fact do talk about the1r daily sur­

nyu ,problem. all the time, but :Ch thoughts do not gat thrQugh the 8th ... 

laCk1ng func;t~ beyond the encapsulated ·ar Df the body, end, theFfore 
, , 

1 laCklng style and powar. But theyar, dav81aplng all the time. thee. 

people. M~' 0. day, th.y too II1II)' take voilie, tik those 'unhappy 

faw' .$ an af them call th_.Iwho da th talking (SAd who sometimes s •• 
I . 

'toknD* th only reel happ1nea.). 
, , 

estill., I 'would have Ukad aamath&nl from those ather people, living 

out ,til.,. •• 1f-o%'da$ned eyel .. Of pleasure and ,poi'l1 wltbQt;.tt muGh , chanca, 
I ,', , 

thEJt is deeire., of Uber.t1on. t wouldhava liked to know how the 'ren-
',' " ) . , , 

. ..ada· end' Auton 1 and Aaran t s wif." and Sophia herself. and Sister Brig-
./ " , ' , , 

,i" ~. and ea818ndra, and the Uadiean Alanua hairdresser,. really look. 

: But parhap I .. "ot o:lAtlJri ted after all. 'ar perhaps 1 ,know,. 

And of ctJUr leuddanly reali., that I could describe each Of them in 

phy.~~ d~il. Even that /le!l&nt wife· of the 'ranagads- 1 8eam tp 
b able to 88e,. 

In any Q4SS, ~divtdual1+1lapead 1II1th the nineteenth c tury. and 
, ' . . .,. 

th .. afor8 the naval tttoOI that chNn1cle of 'manner.', useless now tt;tat fJJU~ 

mann .. , ere aU 1;1'1 _.' 8 veil (carel.sly chosen) for silent' evolutions 

1 U' 1 kit ( which compr1 · e our Elfl .liyl.f;f' So there is no neld to t dfJS-

CI'1be'. 

They hlllve addr s ad these thought to e, . and I adOre s them 1n tu~ 

to hom? But ~ they addressed them to m I and not ,s1mply ~elt the 
i. 

need to apeak th.? Heve I done , mora than a spontaneous, even pa10vtan 

ttW19 by writing th. down 1n what 10Qks Uk. a narrat!.ve form? I have 
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" tried to divide tha1r \1Q1ces by m n8 of paragrappha, but often they change 

subject ift the cours8of a monologue and I em forced a 'i sr. a .i. to make 

a parag)"aph division to denote this. But then, does it matter that we ara 

nat alwaya clear at f~r8t as to whO 18 speaking? Don't they sometime , 

eVal often. apeak eaCh ather's thoughts? I have been stnAck, for instance, 

by the way Sophia apeaks thoughts that earn typical af the Mother Superior. 

Clearly, too, they era talking not cnly to me or even primarily to me but 

tD each other, as l perhaps am talking tD them about my own life. aut 

why, unl1ke mastef them (at least a far aa I can judge), do I take their 

thought, down~n ink, and always in the aummar? This 'book' has taken three 

or four of those summers. ~~ answer the second part of th question first, 

perhaps their thought only form th o s 'lves sufficiently in the calming 

Medi terranean .heat, and in ~lati\l leisure. For the re t of the year 

they are tao 'busy' f: whioh far most qf them hare $Seams to mean "unreal-. 

They ~urn thrneapt of the 'droP"'CJUt· upside down; for them :I. t is the 

'c1ty.rat. racing like mad. who is hungrily escaping rea1i;y. with his hope 

that comfort will xarcl e th fear. We must remember that they them­

selves become city-rats for part, usually most, of the year. 

Now for the second part Of that que. ticn.I believe that I tak 

thee thoughts down ,(I am continuing to do so. as I say, beyond the arb­

itrary limit of a 'book', which word after all only rafa~s to the part of 

the bark :or beech on which words were originally wr1 ttan) .1n order. first_ 

to addres them back to the speakers, seoondly to address them to other 

p.,.,le 11ke myself whose play 1n l1fe is books or p:l.ctures or sculptures 

or maBic or simply prayers. That 1 , we addres our thoughts to our-

selves, and are revealed by thane self to self. Or~ a Sister .Mahatma 

would say, self to 6a1f, and 5 1f to self. With the phas1ng.-out of that 

great machine called the nineteenth century" Which it took $0 long to 

bulld (through how many holymurdare and new enslavemants). we have 

reach d a time wnen there ar8 mare actor and playwrights end directors 
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than audi- c to se their work, more sculPtor than viewel'S of tone" 

more, musicians than li tener " mar thinker- than follower ... howevr ~8d 

th mUsiC,f,, .the' plays, th thought •. ' This is Just ho,w thing. ar -,. Peopl, 

hav , thrown off the social identifications which th nineteenth century . 

imp a sed n , th (and 8~ill , to. a oertain extant yeo ads 1nimpos1og Qn 

than r by virtue of th tent :to which we all l1v in th pa t ,). and "OW 

ehoase' ,their , rol not simply t w111 ~ut on whim, • .. ' ven, ,. f th y Qannat' , 

perform th or under tan,d what they ,properly are · ~ must axp ct mu· ~clan. 

who , hav~ ,oather' ear-· for music "or the power to make 'it, and, ~hink, r : ~hp 

choo e . to be,·$O by virtue of thair betng utterly tho",ghtlu ' peepl • 

The reason i that everyone 1a trying tD silence th t unreal part of" ttwem­

s lves. the: 'busy'· part. , ·wttich ,tel< . up the bulk of the ,space and the time, 

by tE1lking :themselves into the l'eal part whiche e close to dr.eams only 

bace.us it 1nducs$lthe total 10 e af Uf-1dent1ftcatian. 
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th ~,ugh all the WGQI • I'm vague ~n th point because my ,body is \fague. 

It isn·,t that I want to think , about these things but th t I hay to face 

th d~emin1ng f ct about my body. It i8 the deepest fact about me" 

8\( ything I 'JI or d springs from it. So 1 canlt forget ~t. I can"t 

shak , ,it off. Itlmpri .. na me. 'Tn1 fact is that I have an amphibian 

ex. I don't 111<8 to bring it up. It shouldn't be the essentul fact 

~I 

about an)IQ" . '". eutJatmut me it is. You could 88y that at one and the 

earns time I hay had aU th possible _ 1n the world, and yat I have had 

none. I want none. I wQUld tar rather r st. 1 dontt want to do all 

that ,tumbling, and then find out fterward that I hav tumbled into a 

th1Ckt. Women ravish m. Th1' seams abe rd when you think that I am 

usually tw1 e as broad a th y are and $0 maesl VB in the shDuld~rs that 

they 11k to touch my neck mus~l • '1 vo1ee 1s deeper than theirs..-

I haVl a lQl19, stride, which the), often callprawllng. They turn and 
h. 

look at m 1n concert halla. They· va , ever •• en anything like me. 

They know ,1 'm a woman, and yet I em further advanced than a woman . 

I am short of be1n.g a man and yet I'm mar complste than a roan because of 

the woman 'in me. 50 I em B faeciAatlng, vibrant whole. I'm at the end 

of the road. I'm not am eon whD walk along with them--Ilm the rest-

'hmuee at the ,d, however 11 ttla rest they ,may get when they ere one 

inside. They faU in love with m endlessly, stupendously. And puSh 
~-

that oneAfact about m into my face "8 fast as I'm trying to forget it. 

But X can't forget 1t---my entire _1'. I really unique. And they 

try ta :::; the umqueneas. . They want to know mare. They are quite 

intrigued to have a men nd a woman on the beet tanna--1n one person. 

'fhay adore ~he fri.,d. pant after the lover. But sa. is the joining of 

twa opposite part, complementary action. I have th opposlt parts 
" -W-

in me. I JUR whol'a. And fii ~ e. ,the), are trying to turn me into an 

oppasi te _ f themselv s., so I that together," ahe and I r ;:a 1 make a 

whole. And 1 it won tt work. I have to throw them of' as hard as they 
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throw themsalv •• OR ~.. ,Nothing should b whole in life. ,It shoLlld 

be etruggUng to realise the whol • b'ut not be it 4.t ,,,If. This means I 

am dragged int~ people· struggl 8 , w1thout the power to Join in the s~ru,gg18at 

" '"' because If already whfo1a., ThS.. is ,my conclusion, anyway. ,fter half a 

lif.time. 

Somebody sa1d to me one • Nothing about ')lour bady 1& a fact about 
.' t 

you. And ~ Can ,88a that. But I car:att fa 1 it. If 1 could feel that • 
.",~. 

I really would be 'whole. But I can 'tkeap my hand "fof I can t t 

ut it hurt m ~ tt> tears 8ometh~ng in me. 50 
e 

a f tee I ,try to thra off th1 deep fac, about m I renew 1 t. They' 

went ~ feel ,my 'tomach, . Their eyes tallow me round the room. 80m&.--

times I fe~~ that they ,sae me a a perfectly develop ~ ec1men of w0man-

hood. dep-voiced. brimming over ~th ' exciting suggestions 

alIr.ost for a. new blQ1C1~ndeed what they them 1E1$ might be were .1t 

rwt ~or the aakaning ff'~t Of that . tatal male rod that) enter1n them;, 

lays 'their hopes low and delays .,=-. fruition. I 10* Uke a w~n 
, I -

whose de" opment h · s received full concentration, to the pOint where a 

new (but of' cau.r- · "..-y ancient) biological oomblnatton 1s ach1eved. 

I used to ~y that new type of ~i-s~ec1 humanity. WQ",ld arise. be ad 
r 

on m~. But that was bfBvado. It is exhau t1ng always baing different. 

alwa~ .. etsl'lding tlut---night an~ day. waking and sleeping. People have 

walk d down the corrldor's of trains to s e me, after hear~g my voice., . 

Som 1m th y beoome f'ri,endf'~r 11f. I've bean 1nvclveci 4,n fight~ 

I f ught a prist Qnos. , _ I '~1deV8lop~d a ort of phyaacally bragging eide. 

I like people to Be ma shift great weights. The woman follow me w~.th 
, ' 

their sh1n1ng eyes. t don'~ 'wBnt to ga ~n talking like this. I don't 

want topl~nge into thnmy 'tl11cket ju~t f,rom thiAk1ng. It- bad enough 

daing. so from ,ctin; , It r Uy 1$ ' a terrible Ufe. . Then h w do you 

~1ain that when l wake ~ ,the ~1n~ aing far Jay? I sing at the 

thought of not being attac~adl I 
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. 'I hadta pause for a bit. to c 1m down. Thae omen (and thoughts 

about them 1 tear me from my wholene s. ~ And y,et I know I~ not whole. -
I'm not «;ItA te world 1n myself. I feel the need torlJsh ou , and touch 

omeona--to know I'm here., I am enough f a orld to xi t without 

people ' t taut th I begin to f , el that nothing exists axe t me. That 

mak me need the1r touch. And onoe Z s e the1r fae ,their--well 

I fall into the pit of thome again and am fae d one or wi ttl the deepest 
• .,.rz:l,~ 

fact ,about mel at night as at dawn. pri oner 1n my~ .. . centricity. 
f-

What worries m 1 'that ¥I a man (1 t wowld . av to be QnEl of that 

hard analysing race) gave cl anatomical description of' my sexual parts 

he would be saying the deepest th1nQ about me that there is to be said. 

1 hate that this should be 80. _ I don't believe it 1.:. so. But! behave 

as if it were. I think I've explained, this enough,. 

I wish there were no sex in the . world. X would be the one uprememly 

hap,:))! creature. or rather ths one adpguatell sv_slgped or ture. having the 

elements of both sexes (and therefore n$1ther) inside me. A worl d wtthout 

sex means that another fonn of creature has been found. P maps the fiewar 

of thought becomes so great that 1 tactually br:1ngs into, b 1t1g the creature 
A.f~)~ ~ 

it concentr-ates 1ts$lf on. /"" '. , 11",,* 'would make everywhere a home. every 

table a p ace here you COUl1'it, baoaus~nce creation no lOnger took 

place in the bod~ther. 'would ' be no poss asians aBY mor. _ ~ All the wars 

I've been involved in were due ~w Ll 'l &» T ffiE" to the existence of 

couples. Either the ~n has erred against me or the woman. Of course 

I've always played my part. : 1, concentrate on the men at first, at the 

beginning of a new relattonsh1p He fe 1$ he has a strange new friend in 

ms, and all th time: his wif'. (uns~een ~Y him becaLts he is eortcentrated on 

me) is drinking me 1n.gorg1ng h,er,' ayes an every movement I , make. One 

of · them told me. It w s ~e a grSat '~ golden tig . 0\l1ng into the ho~se. 

It gave her a yearning t~ . ! 
I 

I ; 

Again I wartt to pOint out that I am not 
I ; 

.• 1, 
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happy about this state Df affairs. I can't help what people say about 

ce She felt $he couldn't bear the ,clothe on her shoulders any mora. 

She wan d to ear everything ~ff.. .11, .. sh did. at a later dat • ' 

and nearly tore m)' entrails out too. To put it in thoroughly clear 

ay (~e gruesamene s gives me pleasure). in en elCt of sex I Jaculat 

my entrails. 
e 

I b lieve that evryone doe , 1n aome way. , Bod knaws what thayg.et 
A 

out of it. I can understand what women fea1 for rna. But how they oan 
A-

go;. s . .iring after the male' rod. just to f e1 1 te mechanical shunting 

action.. I cannot 1magine. Nor can I imagine what goes on between a man 

and a woman. I've often ~sked. · I si~ly do not see how she--theseed 

,inside her. the chi 1 d-manufac,tury and the ohild-building breasts..-..can 

need him. W~ll. of course.1 ahe needs him for the ~ddition of his small. 
AI-

mertlentay pollen. But it seems such ~ trifle ttl give for a l1fet1me 

spent cooking and coddling himJ How ,dare the e people call it marriage? 
~ 

Now my approach to the woman is di:stinctly nat that of a man I md:L1 in 

ith her. I know hsr thoughts, .they are plain to me ~ik a gl1 ttering 

crawn. I wonder how far you can rscognise this crown if all yOy want 
~ 

to do is Wi inject a shun~1ng rod into~? Women have broken their 

marr1ages for me, for thB simple r~$on that they hav felt themselve 

appreci.ated for the first time. Thls alway gave me a th~ll. I mean 

the word 'thrill' exactly. It sent a shudder of triumph down my spina. 

I felt I as clearing the wo~ld o~impur1ty. I felt that displacing the 

poor male rod was a se1f-j~s.t1fying act. Of course other people said that 

I had 'broken' the marriage. you oan't break anything that 1sn'tt break­

able. 

I was thinking just now .of Socrates when he talks to Phaedrus. 

He explains that a lovely face is . t~e divine appearing to us throtJgh th~ 
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senses. If th divine cont1nuect to come through the senses non-stop we 
'r( 

.. ' ld go maa---everymouthf'ul, every breath d1v1n1 Lova vouchsafes a 

glimpse only of that original awful Face. We are fools 1f we gD pl~ndaring 

after that Feee alans the road of the anss but ~w dol I d I We 8ae 

one face end then look for anothart Her is fPy ,pain, 1n one word. . I get 

everytbing through my 8 sa8. Somebody said to me once. There lias your 

imPrisonment. He meant that though God speaks to me He only speaks through 

the senses. 
e.rnl.~ , 

My II' I ill eccentric1 ty (which .1s also my advanced state of 

development) puts ma close to Gad.~ People ar al aya ,Bm4lZsd at the slCtent 

to which He looks after me. He gives me the th1ng I dream. 1 don't 
-ft.c~ Il~ 

pray for ~ like other p pl. Tb y stmply recur in daydreams, Df which 
~ 

II I am the .rep,t epectator. Ij dreamt of a magnificently hugs room with 

a wall-to-wall fawn carpet __ and he gave e both.Bwt this is the pa1nt. · 
~ 

He only giVBS through the . seO$Ss. t 68 people through the senses--as 

wrinkles on the fee, ami1 8, 8 rich. s poor. I don't f &1 their 

presence without refarenc to. what th y look 11k and what they y. 

Thmt'efare I a.them. kno,w them) through thsena8e. Somebody once said 

to me, I know peopl better 1th my y clos dt my ears clo ad. But 

X·ve never bean able to experience that. This is why I say I am ~ 

wh.ole. God talks to me in . daily terJDs. . that H talks to me at all puts 

me far beyond mast of the p.,ple I come 1n contact with. But He on't 

talk to me of all the hidaan things, He won't t 11 m what power He has 
'-"'" 

put into that little rod. Never a hint of what ~ey share tOg there 

The little ,rod and the warm tunnelled purse of delights! 
~ , 

So when 'oman find met~ey)f1nd their liberation 

into the senses. Let me explain. It makes them feal hat they have at 
t . 

la, achieved the freedom 9f their bo~1est ~nd that thair most &Cr.at 

nshas are delightfuUy w1thlnthe span of rea11sation for the first time. 

Evan that isn't clear. JI make them feel that their fr edam liee tn me. 

in my campan)" while 1n themselves they aran 1 ; free at all. I am their -
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f 

And this axe:!. t th de 1y th t theymak th mle _. e of thinking that 
.J~e:Nv~ • 

• 1 th pr l1minar')' of l' h , 1(' "f ph), ~ • h' Hi II 1"1 diS C - , I ". 

So I /fPlay my part. Th y tear their cloth off t -11. But what thay 

eAt 1 what I cannot v. Andlowl, they a that 11: a 1m _ chanoe 

of freedom th t exclt d th. • r, thsr than th chane of yet enoth rod. 

They rry , try to hurt me. they pr • . " m • th Y heng NUnd for this 

om whioh they feel I can endow th Th' y say. lttl)'Our eye 

DI • I af iii!' before' h41ndr . follow y progr sa round 

the world like a Wh on of my stgpping plac , lies near 

th r hom they wait for th t 1 hon to ring with qu1\t ring angUish. 

5Omteon 

perhap h t:\. sattsf! , ­
¥ 

With om hornJ I conf 

m 1$ a man. 

en too, and you 

Th mistake of the rod is 

ody who exp1a1nsthing to 

In order to listen to him eriQUsly:t hav t 'think of tum not 

having e rod. ,I th1nID of hi • Indeed th1 

11. haw I _ all _. quite naturally. I 

ins th ' d1vinch11Q..cnanutactury. lnsld . & eons .d. to once. Do you 

real1s how you describ ery h bend of every fri -d you hav a weak 

man? But there never was 8 trongone J You ahawld h~ ttl thing om -

tell I How the man "lead . the tear cascading down h1s fao81 How 

that ebsurd Uttl inetrumeRt at the read)'J And you don 't 

ceU that weakness? 

* * ' * * 

'This we Soph1 h '-aelf speaking_ F: r days she diotated th1s 

kind o~ rna 
, \ 



it,. on, ndlessly,. and th best thin 1 ,can do 1 to cut it 

t!!!!"JI'IIWP and do sam expl ning to who Soph , 1& I 'hav gl n f 

the oth (me tly her fri de 1' ., em1e ,) , S of h 

pa t ~fe and it is <iAolIIJl:I,",,,,",,.Q that h ances can- , 

togetn r tb lly ch~ 9 th • 

hat ,th~ anh ttan f t nd u for vet', , and quit 

Vet a certain truth . ' . 
f ,. ~ely, n her mind, ~th ' 

~o t ,' , ph~, and h or i ah one in c nfu ng 

do th same. t here gain oertain 

th, bou~ h • 1s eta ~ ad. true p~a",e than any : ctu 1 e en~ , 

wo~l~ b ,. lh tual event i of 111mpo , nc All these p 

f't 

Id.nd., th1 b toO. They eli tru t th 0 
I~ 

j , t , th y live rrounded by. Th~Y d1 b li ve not s1 lY).their p 

b t their 10 ,c.' Th . Jects they p t svents--Et the . 

they canfu 

in 

thing , m, ' "'AR11~ 

1o~. 

. P~t 

it, d in 

ch11 

Bare an wh 

far I 

Th 

{ 

able) tUl"n1tur WGiIi"", .. ny. And When they rem1n1sc 

with ~ , whim, ~ough 

throu thea fi1,PpEQ"8'1t tm1stak " . 
f, '.. I,' , 

'by for th than anything 
, "01 • 

th t her , h r father 

not chang:1ng th f ct 
I " 

. oft 
l-.r.t) 

erte1n 

fa l"at ~ 

t fiv~ • ., actu· Uy a . tr tch of coast below 

th conv . t e grew up in had 1 t annual , er 'colony t • 

Th ch11dr were trooped down to th by an of th nun at t 'clock 

each .inU,. d th y retumed to their barrack-l1ke q\lEll'ters at noon, 

to ~ . til in th aftemaon for air It..tnch. accordin 
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to Span! _ cu tan. SA never knew her pu'ant. She went to thre 
'Wrc.fJ ~\oe ,~~ 

" 

c vents in ell. or ' ting h.wc in ~ , til was politly but 

into th world t th of ght en. f1nnly · 

'Sophian • or the 'Sophtan of 10\1 't El friend call it, 

tart • She travell round the world., furia ' lYt unquenchably. 

de friend 'aryw.here from gonto tr ,and at a smacking 

p • sed maid" th . for day~ an hour---ont~n$f 

in aubway f sw1 g BOrGa gulfa. even drlv1ng 1 along hi 

t hundred '~ ... ao. en hour betw on tat and an , td1er. 

She "'f4C~1 thing, fter the COf1wn.He.r most prized po 

liiiiiiiiilliiiii; in bronze, cast from 8 bozz tto of clay 

1n Co d, · '_ C~ .. "s coll . tion. She k s it h1dd away. d ,I 

'ev $1e pr y to. 1t. In all the bUstl of her lite. the late night 

d the ell . gad jobs, the fl1ght and d ert 

wh th husband enttter h _ with a at!.ak or 

ev Uttle involvement.: A certainpla in h 

stiU. end exptant. 

, 8 end the lov dventur 

alway eil t and 

--k-
A Really and truly sh felt Christ him . f had thrown lout of th convent. 
"~~~ . ~ ~~A , '#ie I1S n thrown aut ~ ttl1 how f 1 ~ It add d to her t'e t-

nt of ,man,., or pam s it deriv d from it. Anyway., 'sh 'had s of 

b ng tlttarly don ., Even when sh h d pl ty of money to spend 

(eh nev . found money.maJdng difficult) th1 BUng of beln .an wtcast 

from c tion pera1 ted 1n h • 6h \Va ' faac.;U1ated by conv t. She 

with any of nvent aehaoltng. Sh uld look 

t nun with of f rvent envy. e had nothing of the nun about 

peed the cony t ttach ' d to the ho 1 tal 

(on th l ' lend *hili!"''' eh finally , tl~ would top .nd gaz t"Ip. th1·s 

before it OIl ed its 9 t It" ..... to· ~ and sh VI a d l1r1ausly 
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long 

laSted· with h ,about t • 

ortent p d tiny 

Yon<. N h N Tbrkper.tod 

utt If. It c nslat in fact of ,sections. The first 

.S 1n Herl t orr. th on its ge, whan ... t:II th um tr, 1s 

1ty. H friends thez' ~-onGcould . y h o'f into C. 

p .almost certainly youn . r than h elf 

now ju t p t thirty) ........ IWBI'S Usb 1 . I t who work d ell night in 
~ 

. fascination for t n p tle, and J ack 
....... 

hu gath had 1n8 to do th Cawl ' 1a 

WlCKJtM' and Jack . eret still no btl black Theyn d 

t hvs av :In Herl. It as choice of ... .,.,. ...,"' ..... _ ... H s 

He and his if; 

__ tl""!i'ilI before 

k 
., h tak hold a· the city. or ~ th tiIIB art of th 

~ 
In h 

I 

n * wi' in the· most y corroborat the: rorl ..... 
:r~itL 

ts thas f ts fused nth h 

-(~ d hi . wif • tn·. MenhatteR. 

tar· fri dsh1p ::wi:. th ~professor 

That 

~ . .an quarien. H~ and hi 

ing th Talmud. 

qu tlon of Soph· 'b~ . .......... i 

hand 

,with rabbi n~AAft· 

, Jew' . Now th1 

uth. the red of .her Ups Q th tartling whlt 
~ 

citing contrast th b ck of skin, "'iI:8::" 
) ~ 

clearly on th hatday't.l~.::aEII" h _ p 

"~=a .. =-.. ~Mm~~cm~~d, th 

. dstd.p. 

th Sophia 

a 

d with 

th 

au 

s -,... 
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CI' tun (but memory takes no account of opposites). namely • th slim 

one' • Soph1 calls her. the wif of Aaron, who never' so much as 

br thad an infQnnal sentence to her in ell her 11'el 

Nor we thar ever qu t10n of Sophia putting wooden spangl a, 

much 1 a j 11ery, an Mr Aaron •. n eel body. Whether there was a 

hidden and entirely un ~ncl t d love bet. th I cannot y. It!a 
bath say ther • s. Butga1n, memory hera 113 sh d by present desire. 

W can make anytt1ng we l.ika out of th pst. Alr dy 1n th· act of 

m ry 11 d ire, before w g t to workDn 1 t. Its picture thu 

is uch more of th arHent than the past. For we &hap 'past' events 

according to the n. de of our roving destiny. 

This whole quaation of' dtlny has b overlook d for cen.turies 

in the w t. W are rendered by th:l. loss spect tor of a jumble of 

happenings which d ddenly and unr aaonabl), with d . th. having begun 

suddenly end unr aonably with birth. We haY twi ted • destiny' to 

mean -what the f'utur will unf.,ld·. Ram 1y th prison of event that 

grows up round us. camp lling us to this actlon or that. But our 

d tiny is an ct:lv choosing, end this chao ins we xarc1 e first end 

foremost 1n m rye For this reason it 1s not too important that 

people her canfu e vents, and make Beau tion that simply do not 

apply. 

Th talk b law about Sophia being lane of us'. 'on afDur race' 

cam not trom Aaron 01'" his wife, es he claims, but from th Hale couple. 

Sophia looked n gra to th • she 'thought and behav d negra '. I Dan 

b Ueve th1. Sophia 1 on of those un1versal creatures Indians" 

At' t Azt a e1z on B on of them lv • Now the long discussions 

'" e had with Aaron end his wif ware of quite a different or dar from 

th roll1ck1ng ones. lac8~ with 1 ughter and loud kisses. that she had 

1I _ _ ._.r-' .... ~_I.(. _ \l t_I.I _ . 
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wi th J ck and Mabel. Wi th the Aaron , being older, a n erer the 

rel1~ou8 qu 

th Song af 

t that d nat h r life nd enter d 11 her lov 

.'~ 
like 

Perhap 

1 n. ,1quiv&rj with worship. 

Aaron and his wif ~recogn1s d th ... 1n m '. she Y8. 

It do 't Ukaly. Th .y ar qui t coupl • and he is perhaps ~ 

too orthodox to try to ak, converts. But t Saphi do wi th her 

ry 1 t put spangle an Aaron' ~f. and transf th damp h t 

An';:l~nafttln Harl . to th 

ant in anhattan I And she tr'anlPUt 

Aaron apart .. 

lot of half-kidd1ng talk about 

h b ngangr into talk about 'the rae in axil ,I. A tory comes 

ab ut. then . which nev happened, but which , fully r 11 the d sires 

of' tho who Y it did happ .I Dest1n1e tal< shape by 

mat · hal that begin to alter pr s t vents! 

And th degree to which w alt -the past quals th dDf"nlltaa to h1,ch we 

m ant event to be influenced by. th • Thus onder of wonders, 

if corrobor t~s Sophia' , fal e story,. and willingly receives 

the ogles on her naked bodyl Not only this but (m~h later in the 

book) plants ome ~ery dangerou dog-pill t her husband's bedside 

in th is1 d ho ital in th m d h e th t he will take them (and he 

do). ow h +Othing ag net her hu d. She ha always, as 

far 8., appearenc go, be faithful wife. They have had children 

.mQ t succ fully unlik th R eged . But sh.,...--a ven Aaron 1---

·11 y tart t ffa1rs with gentile bafor h arriage. 

Of cours it 1 t 'tru I. H tboughts, and hi thought t offer 

quit from th • truth' • Indeed. it is fro 
~1ko~ 

n ; th t the p lou situ tion of the do ills arises. They both 

'u • Sophi in these thDught ',c tig t1ng h for at e did not do 

r think (for sh - did 1 t and thought 1 t with J ck and abel. not th I ) • 
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d Sa h1a h fts of flaming res ,tment era th 

two or thr kilaO)etlr-e8 her villa and th 1r . b th y 

~ h r from h 1n' N w 'York (she was it let • with 

~-., " ... -I) and tum d h h grey with' g ' eel accu t1ons' 10h 

d d tful or out for f-gain. ,'As rightly says 

en,ti n th1 imaginary tuation., tit a really I my elf 

didt cus1ng, 1 Vi und th amination of my 

f '. n dallth 'p t' event, real 

or d1f d or transpo • to bring our lv into cl£Hia'l·o", facu It 

do an'tatt to 

It do so't . lly matt if 

pa1nt the th ccu t1 n ar necessary far h dev ment, through 

t1 f . d tht 'real ev tst d 'r 1 pea • d 

t ur r 1 1y thoughts that. ar choasin and which, 

no1 , are ohoa ing u • 

It 19 he other Sup 101' of' th 1SJ.filflo-convent who p ts this most 

clearly, a 

41 her rel 

• 
"'-For th1 r n 1 abl tD ae~ v for 

t-11f • 0 • her . cceptano1 
not mu h by th Church th ly spirit it 1f. Sophia • 

h p1n h fir t vi t to th nv . t. and the other SUperior· 

firat· v1 it to her, ar described t the end af th1 book. Yet they had 

nvel' It i c1 that their d th 

it po ble. I thi ttl y 

Y (th Moth SUperior uld tu ly y it and phi 

ld d unawar of a destiny in hi life 

i poor cI .1 1nd ad. They uld y th t h th eby mes the 

th . points th th ught SPOKen h ar not m nt for ath 



- 11 (?) -

eakers. Th y not , quit waking thoughts. pegele by th 

Thos who sp th ar in a tat of daydr • stim ctual dream, 

• Fer th not eeressed in 1. 

They ar not conclus1v • in th1 a.me. , Th y felt or proJ t d. on 

n choate lev 1 u ually, and ................. IiiiiIiI ..... liWiiiIiiIIIliIiWI ................... Th 

SPiUallC~"",S might b r1 ad to h thir thought 

th I Th1:1 b use, while th thought f how ver inch ta. erge 

fro theU:' minds, th y are nOt ~ tion 1 1n th sen.ae of biding by a 

spac time fo ula. Thu, hould nl.?t b thought to f 1 

ecret lov hi ju t b doe . ' h • th 

pre wif , fa 1. a stirring 1nt 10 t 1n d /fnvate 

ans of ale and dr "far b Q co clu v sp c~t1m thought, 

to arda th ,~ hie 'hOm kn on of fi 1 ' occasions 

in N York d who • after all. sh . h 8 ,OV the year fo ed into an 
L 

iiiiiiiii~' d lectBblor U I according to the n s of her 

on t ) de tiny. If 1;ald that; sh ,1n her tng ,ac , 

ght 1 ugh. One 
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glanc t th present SopIU • tn th'lash" ght d1 in 

,':1 her Sophi - t d thoughts, Ju tactually 
. (P. 1":1-7-) 

10 min ~ or t e fir tt in f:l.v or ven year t ud 81'11), 
, 

i ala h tr d of h, qui tly building up. 

That 1 • the n d st1.,ies no long r qutr d tiny to hover 1n 

thr orbit. 

o. th s t ugh ar not nth or . 0 ~t1 n anti 

th t is not h 

rrti 

:Lnery (th 
,.:., 

guag of flings yw y. 

s 

n t 

Everything w kno c through th 

act th min to apply its rat1onal1 t 

, • :;;;'1. thou . ts .. 

or en 'a j ttv world') at U tis d t all th no. Th s 

thought -. I m n n the incho te lev 1, in th natur 0 re---
elf-libRrlit1:1lt1n~ __ 

rkh allb 

. 'out 

obJ 

The ctual f101 

in feling. n 

~'n",IAnr~A (for th . ctor the 

tin in th 

that ma)f or y not 1y in ev ts 

no b , phys10al 1n rd to b co d 

and abl fUng). 

Tu tng everythtng into refe, in our ary civiUsation, 

h to fal$ ac unt of p 'f 11 1f t s 

v roo literary_ 

n 1n 

posing,. or 

SI1flDe by the mind p 

1), t th 

e-t me form. It i 't ttl t 

y . 
I, 

of t · . ught. The I' sul t uld b 

that t i going 

much larger 

Viol t a 11" t1-ons 

t .ev ts ( dy kn dad to definite 

the 1 .1) into the t rial t t 

d, comes to rds 



- 11 (9) 

and tu happ inga., It .1 no u tryln to d vis 

d experimental bacchan~ Q,' the mind, tho e I"RttmaY'Sl!11A 

, ~ 

is · rovi d, b ,U ga 1 . ' ... a ac 

. e erv1c for th claijif C t1 n .f~ H::o~. 

~ p~leh~~~;&Nnm~ d th R ad • f ~ 1nst nc 

ch 0 th .. 01 fann of tobj t " tiv for ttl ~r thought • tht 1 

v in sof 

until they haw 

P t ev t 

l1f cling , . 

all. H1s pAl"hAnA 

':reelSOI1ab 

the mind 

f t ninet 

To 

th th 

to £ura , • 

'{.issaandra' • By 

Yo k lX~~4.aI 
hey dO not th t tIl ",,'" Iy 

ipl1ne (h ' t id I 

ca this 

ld sy). 

In th c s of the 

· d in such chronic 8'telte of co . unabl toretain 

th . ac 'tim formula to 1ch he for dear 

'e 1 difficult far sh pe at 

the bigg t f1 t of 11. He clin to the 

us h 11 v that this 1s the y 

in it prop funct n. · lnchoat de~~:"1 'rF1!R , 

• in of the s ok and 

l1f. In oth 

:. of e1 th 't 1ng I h t th children 

th tary Sophia, a th h t of er fr ndship 

York USl.n trips 

d in t Tangier . to th1 is 

ay, no one 'talking' h his or h r 

n hi her elf, who f 1 __ = __ anc nt ugh to 

• theoth f& 1 that th 1~ 'r are no real 

th • So e h v to pick 0 r BY %" ther un tisfact-

d Aaron d d1 n Av u H rdre sers. lJo~ I~ 

sus;jrgeJr3ts to builtJ her 1f , v111a 

010 byt e tel' part of he n 
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/It1.1 ~e I C lira i by flOW 1ntox1cat to th blood with ~ 
- ·~-.I _.,_6 .. _ . v 1" t-black night and th b1tt U 

I) It.c. A~ ~, J 

no and t fierc haunting orrocoo 

t be $Ii tab 1 for SOph ·a, or ybe* outside e1ru '. 

d bit her lip. nd cho e t stea '1 lend 

f ic1ently alas to Italy to h ~ b , 0 d for ti 

of th driatic. and by th re before • and not Q far from 

I as to lack t 8 ' certai bite' ~ That i hy 

teak th . ns with hEW on het' next He need cI p 

ey w th i land) bought a plot of 

1 d. C an~ (who . d acw lly 11 d on the island 

bought a plot of land two or three kilom tr s do th 

o tl itt f r you,she t 1 Sophia. for you, Sophia r lied. 

t up hau togath • for th quarr 1 . hat then began 

to divide the 

"outl)' to,hav 

th r r1 

hi .' 1 t n ver h 

nat only by the 

at did hapI" 

it seem 

concerned by all 

and les of 

oth ' • y hav b cri tical of Sophi as a (dnd of 

biolOgical trou 1 san they y ave h d of h adv tur,es. 

isoda involVing the Renegade which caused And th 

Sophia to f e1 res tment towards them. This as ly ys 0 th 

actaully to hay 181 »b or ophi' place 
~ • ) fJid Aaron s wj.fe 

Ii a J ? Anyw Y Soph:1 • 

built. An it 

h r not to let th 

o could be . trangely w1 thout hu ur 

$OIDSti es, to it ously. and refuse h The Aaron, 

b . 9 ortho en tical of th negade with his silv 
~ 

cane. They inv ted til:BJn1ckname. o great p scnal insult as in-

1), a lap in their ey • 

came 'a charac risti . . y 'Sophian' one She used 

1 t or her dest n~ for all e worth. And fro this time she saw 
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th Aarons L . and 1 ss. A new at of vent · .. . taking shape 1n 

her, of which th Aarons now b8l8nto playa fa t1v part s th silent 

and 1magined (or rather c t d) accusers. It tnU t hay astgni. ed 

Aaron. to say ttl l ut, to ee Sophia tride intoh:l. hou aft an 

ab os of t least n.u '1 s and hear her SCI' ing abuse ' 2 on 

ccount 0 . his (perfectly 'or ted'l) ma1tree.~man ahatma 

had never h d and who in any ease had llv behind tb ~V~­
't.o..A 

enclosur sinc 8h ~travl18d f"rom B ·bay ten or tw lv y befor J 

But her destiny need 61 t ahatma t thi time. too. 
~~ 

And Mabel and Jack Hal ,. Why dOn 't ~ . y 11gur ~1n ttll d -tiny? 

Hav' they lang ago bean 'absorbed'? Sophia never tlons them. and, 
1~ "-

X.ear, will n var mention them as long a 8h ltv • It is an tibe 
w,'lt..tu- JAlf-~f"-' f"., t~~c,.c., 9 It.,.. .f ... cb 

1eve1lflf oth 1 -- ~that 8h grew up in " canvent/>~ ~ .f-cLt ~ 

v101 teens of having .be 

tom from the oly spin t tI' t!D'ia:' =,.' .,.~ •• ,lt!i'="'IIE!II.lGd::::m=cbld'_g ,i=II.Jl:lll:;,:::aJ.1lal.: . '='. 
t the age of eij ht • D down sh bali. ves that 

IJ 

h ·unusual ins' account d'ar th -t 7Pture. h 'biological t s1n • 

Now her s11enc about all the ' thlni means not she but £!Yl!'P'Ee. 
A~o# ~ 
... sh cannot find a ~ for wh -tJ has put af ly into a 11 ttle 

" h,o~ t..,la at: th back of h mind. Mabel and Jack ar ~,. less than 
f .... t.r. 

$6Cred~ Sh will never see them again, probably. They are balmed. 
~ ~, 

monuDuant811y, in her put, 1M fad. a good en for her aJ' I ,ei sa 

poa1.t1ve lnd that fear to upset their golden spell on her 11f 

by actually naming th • Let me explain. Glving StACh p.rfectton 

actual names would to her to r'8duc the axper1 c 'of th '. r 10 • 

which mu tn .W reaaa1n a state of being inside her, beyond narnlng. 

and m ch mara even than m ry. Ev the ry of be1ng ant from . th 

convent is not painful to h so muCh a _ simply tate of being now_ 

hunger wh1ch spurs her s11ently fro )' to day to 'return f to 
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10 
sh belong f • th t her u . into 

the world to eah d t h Sh will never , Han thi quest, 

e1nc 1. _ 18 only known to har, so to 8P ,( tn, th pores of her ak1,... 

It 18 at th condition of her being a11v. And I only know thls 

to b the eea becau lI.i tran 1r to sl.owly lI.rf.e COLlI' af her 

searching n&mlt!. • W are all pam s . ved by thea silent qu tSt 

of which th 'rational' world w hay GOPstnAct over th last few 

centur1 mess" becau$ - i obliged, by its l1m1 d 

cosmology j to d aerib us in t S ot ttl ork we do OJ' th money w 

earn or even our habl ts of dree • 

The free win 1n d tiny 1 not after aU in th nd. which choos 

sa, tor'tun good or b d, ard or havoc. Th 

only through the '1nd. and towards objectives 

beyond th _ mind. tfiii lh nd-co 'lagy cannot ad ue.taly 8KPlain 

&!iiL ~. 
Th following 1s Sophia t descnptlon af that ft oon apisod 

1nvo~v1ng thR egad. at the Aaron villa. It harks back five, 

She W 8 taylng with t Aaron whil her own hoys 

.. * .. .. 

~ 
One .at an i land-v1Ua near my own, I ga%ad through the MaariEf 

arches of ttl v . andah at a path that curled J"Qund th valley b low, 

and • man walking lowly Up, a cane in hi hand. thing 911 ttered. 

I rsaUa latarthat th1 a the cana1s aUv knob. H u ad th can 
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a ' Cl .wi tah now and then, mal<1ng leisurely debs at the bumed grass on 

either side. It looked 1ik th ' fir t garden of th world. Thl ' n .. 

light. s paint d on tt, and youcouldn"t imagine i t 1 vin~....:L d ep mllldw 

gold thatmad8 the oleander bu es 1 ok Uke bunsba. of iron spikes support-

ins flam ". and the m1mo • blooming lata" became ~WJlioIiI!f', s 01 dU ty yellow 

light th t had found ~,.....ng permanent. I kn who th .. man Was. 

lturnad, to her and aa1d (it doesn"t matt .. abo~t her nama, b8Qau the 

biological ratWTenca af her Idnd 18 infil11 t t and sha wa n8)(caption 

t d zan a oth wiva X knew). H 'a coming p th hill. your n 19hbolAr. 

Yau would hay thought ltd thl'Own a wert dishcloth a.t h- . She Jumped aut 

af her chair and eluted, What? How do h ,dare" It didn't strike me 

a tnmg '. a naigtabour walking , p a sun-painted hill about drinks-tim .• 

to ' shang ialand-smil and than,· go doWn to his banker' e boredom again', 

. W"'d troll d do'1ll to l!1! place enough timu. H was a small furry man. 
«-

with thick black heir an~haoked n08, Yau, anted to hug all 19ht 'stan 

of him, than throw him 1n a camar to at t on later. when )'aUf' f.et ware 

t1r • The pew f rs ' n 'br thud intimations of d it emd credit 

column _ His mallow. friendly e " blaz wltn gold at the adg8$. 

H ram1ndad m of th n tlanal. game park j,n Kenyal eyes 11k hi war br ' d 

of b -ini in thsun and tin; 

Sh $81d, If youfr nic to hi I'll neVl ep ' to you pin I I turned 

round to 'ile8 herln acartain innocently q -iring way I have, which puts 

a hu y boy1shn . into my vaic • and e. ed, Why? w"\'1 And th enswar 
~ 

cam B.$ final d closed a the CGvenart . i tealf • a ran gada 

J 

, l a.ccept d that. After all, she was a Jew. / \ father nwar looked 

up when you tared the room. All hiali It hadh1;/_ ~' d turned ',modest.. 
1\ ' 

1y away. H naY nce look d me in th By • The . WElSUpposad to t3 

something religious about that, t 1118an 1 could hay r an t: about lt 
~,'III~ \ \ ~, 

, II 



, ~ 

- 13 --

btlt ~he f t th t h really had passed eyond th body, c ly sa. 

the fu-e 1n. . He , a J aI couldn't ca~ hi 

, ~h ,. ,( (Th~s 1 an le, , WhR'l~A hi Qonfi 

f~ , 14 tt't II al .• way 

h lac~ , of 'b 

Sopgit;l, tOQ. alwar , ad by t~ ., 

hi ' tho' Jt1 &4.L' 1. , ' mee+' ugh w n 0' ~ _ Mob 1', 
, ~, . 

1 • ", , ""'S to e, with ,en . ay , 

they were alone togeth ~t ·· , only th 

ck end white 

, Y tel ,phis 

all thi 

black-c;tntMhlt 

Every , y X h, 

Sh .w' t : . ttl rnagogu with h hu band. 

PI' 'ying on th , erandab. He sa1d to 

,e1:Et-M-end there's,. math1"g 

J 

I , '~l ttl . ((This 'un vel')' 11k. Jack .. 1 '. tall, 11m., 

mau ~ d . etonian, mar ~~d1an than ,n to ~ at, '!ith ' 

eam~t ay , t;Jf t:alJq.ng Here d into n' 

I thought th 

mu t b meth1ng if} 1~,. He , 1 by uncCJnc d 

• tt1ng wick chair., h~ ~s lAP to 

h tantol1 l\t hErr ' n th1 ay I, there we. no11lni t to 

h cam ~nvent1 ns), ~d you ~ answer ~, ;t'm not going tal 

«(AnC!lther · Pv; us rm-erenqe to Mabel, • belng Y 1)' 

P 

b 

l:1ttl thin ( 

like y. 

And 

t. ust not be ella . 

, refu ng to stir. 

~ 

he;l eamal1ty,t ' it h to 

~») 11. 

was 

ng pi (( 

to tho clear 

round b · t o, "'Putt d 1ik a girl'? H vo1c was s sUm 0 sh 
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" . • ' Itin flU ted it y aero s th 

brain b for you had hm:a'l"d ~t, a t. Her' H 

com de sUm They 1 . t no roo to b d1 bey • 

Iwalkddwnt lika 

ervant . (M"l.'P'Anr'taa tUn a frown on my fa for all 1 a 

f 

It pointe my 

colcll.y but pr anc1 t 

dart ~ a. ... ·~'1L' • .n I een his mild goltt-r1 

H egan to ............ Q but then hi 6y s f l"~!!10"" and flutt d and his uth, 
.,.... 

oped. I lth pity. I ted ·to thra ry ro nd h1JJ 

Dar11ng, d come in I ut my tn h d para-

111m. Th t y . 

)'DUM d? stand1.ng behind me I 

m st ch d he 

dvancing into the hall, ~"iii' • H t 

with u """ the v 

for b fluttering 9 I , do b liev sh 

enjo),ed itl . he lanced and gl1tt at h d I v ~ut in y 

eker like v: t bay gaffe. -in 0 tinual uproar af 

dth h hi way 

n th hill again. hil th sun b teal :L 'be m 110 colour way 

d artfullyp 

11 

y 

h1h 

and ut 

p anef 

fJ r yout y I 

t 01 t by quick d • 

dont thiU h Y 11v :r-t'OP can _ 'un und 

_....... ....... 1 thout the Ught t provocati n, ving 

fa 1 &bien co t . and hugs, 

11 8 th f" 

If L.t hadn't b • 1 

Ther ts a gay 

t . otheza 0 • sUm 
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d grac in h c very arra 

y I 

po y and truly d 
. t thr a 

. ho disdain of u • a rac1el d1 dain they ar not ...... 

to de:r tend d extUpat. My Bod. t disdain, h an ' ar 
c.A.M. 

co ot d th 1nde ' d I They 1111, !:Jt"'d!APf:H1 sic i I conpf'atian . 

. k1ndl I', fIOt very 10 t • And 10 . ·they·v brought on 
< ~ 

I wih I was. I cauld ~)ho they ed their own church sin: 

their so-called cruSSOlBS against the inf: e1. they tore d' n tha1r · 

V1rg1n! They tt ed the R~* 

colonl 1 outp st .V 'St I 

w 1n9 al1ant 

They 

than. the 

san 

to. 

th ~l af th era 

h 1n ted it. 

ty 

1),. 

Y 

1&1), fer the booty and th . 

X &1 )IS ght th 

Q Is 

nd they w far re urd 
-It:.e. c.nr:H 

.th inv ttt,(it 

1 read t 

An y, crusade 8 . d, h are th fact I hav a nap aftar 

1 .ch and write three or letter to th o'f'lc " l"Dutin bu ine 

a 

t f th t can ri delay. the h'-.U 'and I .p ck up 

ing 1 
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my ~lv~nQbbedaan •• S11ver make it heavy but I 11k it. If 
r' '" r " I' 

you caught ,anybody a blow on the head with that you'd daSQma damage. 
' . , I ." . 

Ukawis ~ ... keep ,_ SC1~~ tar b~ my ~ed. ,I picked ,1 t ,up ,1n. ~sida8tra~t in 

JeN_lao. or partJt¥la ,1t was J~ffa. . You never knDw. Money prodUces 
, '. " ..! • . 

f~and~ " an~ 1 t PrQ,*",c • ElA~a8. ,B,ut, to get ba~ ,to the walk ~p th~ bill, 

I decidad , to go and 888 OUr new friends, thre of than living together in 
• • j J ,,' I • 

an ~~10 m~aga l' ever there was on It Sh as s11m ~8 a ,boy, ,har lags. as 

near to baing perfect female legs BS I'" sen. And than her husban~ 
'," ' ~, " . . 

~Uah~t4r.:qft hi$ Wtouldar,s fat ,~d broad, slightly bunched. and the sharp 

Jet-b.la~ ayes of a man loaking ,cut for trouble because trouble has been 

puShed ,hi,away BS it ha" bean pushed min . t Yea I And then the frequent 
$~;Ai"'. . " ' ' , . .' ; 

~,jU)'900dnesS. A fI.Iny ~1! She ~ds me OftbB national 

game park in KanYEh' But, you coul.~· t say precis 1)' ,what ! animal. Nor , 
, .' , . --. 

WOU~d ~ 88y ahe wa a woman. Or a man. She is a third creature! 

Gay,_ me ,~ ,ld.s8 th,R second ~ma: .a ~':tt.a smack an the ChaM that put :me in 

m~nd 13: VQ~~uou ' n1ght~f tha kind I have dreamed about but never ex­

perienoed.. My goodness. Stride about the room devouring yo~ with ,attant ... 
Jt'AAJ 

1o~yes that , SC~tlni8 you anew ~th , ."ery' gla,nc.~ a,. if' th y -:- sam.a-

Hthlng , d1~~erant 1n yau ea~ time. M:d har voice, 11ke, a tenor. X-1 
h8BJ'tt+nging .. tim . . from myb.a~. Jhat piece Qf Othello's where 

he - ,$ retiring to bed wi ttt Dead_Dna something ebOyt th-. den e night. and 

every c,lamo..-r being ext1ngu~aha~iI , Her icectriftf$ QaWIl . the hi, 1. 1 a -. j..f ...... 
, , &4 '1 ' ' ' , 
W~ 11 'J operas, and CO"C~ , ' no, longer took plac 1n pUbliC halls but ~ ~a 

h art. It makes m~Qt _atT8JSedi , 1,t halts me. ~omet1mes 1 co~ld 

cry. , We , hev _ a SC!ld destiny" I 1 va done generous thin~e f',oJ' people and 

~en ,had ~ ~ ~hdraw , my hand quick b,ef'ora 1 twas b1 ttan off. Sadness , 1~a8 

in thos~ , J t-black bitter. eyes a~ m~ neighbour too. I wander what he thinks 

of mae H, naver S8anS to , beln, when 1 call. 1 haar~ ' he goes to the 

.ynagogu~. ~d 1,! his da~ghter walks out. with a goy he throws El ~lue f~t • . 

'I • d like to 88 my $Ona t faces if .1 told than no.t to generate ,with 
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gen'tll l ' You have to bear crosses in thi life. As a matter Qf fact 

kno 1ng this brought me to an understarid1ng of th t lonely Jew who lOAg 

go bC're ' tha: cress af aad on hi shoulder,sti _ ,·,-........ ~I ... ..,.--.-•• _= .... -.., .... I.'-: ._.~ f. 

.. S __ --I -____ ._ - ~ .. -1 , And if he think Itve sold up anythtng 'he aan go fry hi 

fae. 1 soh in-l wa 'ere llgoye. W~, oJt ~ ') ~ • ' , ' 

R~~i stoOD p cidly knock:l.ng ' on the door. ' loQld,ng back att .· first 

garden bf ,the worl.d (or so iteemeCi) . w1t~ tbe last of the sun painting 
'. ,! 

the aypresses suoh a colour that you thQught it could never be w~ped off, 

. When. sudd nlft is standing th re bsfore DIS w:l.th her yes pucker .dup 

ilks, 'a 'alAn' ~ 1 swear she h ' d painted ears and a couple of ' hoofs for a 

' moment! I amileda hullo but there was no chang r no doubt that the faun-

sarut,1ny was intended for me. ' y heart ade a j mp I Th sam.e l£lOk, that 
-t. ..... ~~ JJ......J. , ' ~! ~ 

a oountry alujJsecreilB:rtl he.d glven me year tiit;p:t j jh lock they must' have 

9iven U ,when they handed out. tar of David n' the treat of Munich. 

Krako , Amsterdam I The ' look ,' they had . h they closed th oven doors with 

a~r' No. l oouldn It bear that this d stiny shQuld foUcw me!:!!!:!. in 

th1 fertiL haven or; dled in the ' eal But ttl I , W bar face. Sh 

as' stand1ng behind the faun. So sl:"m. so collect d. ,with tHat spactai' 

g 'mpQ$ure our people have heri they ar . at thei~ b t (namEuY, when they 

arleft uRtroubled). I almost pu had the faun aside. lmada, myself 

enjQ)' those highballs. ,It as a d t;lal,f-hcwr. 'Sad daat1ny· ' kept' ringing 
~ , 

, 111 ' )' ears. But as I laokad aero s , at th 8li~ and a ' oorish sang *lftad 

' up tram the aweltering ~alieyJ it se ' sa to m tha~e agreamnt abDut th1 

de tiny passed bet een ':olJr eye . ' She 'saw and understood ,hat I felt. 

'And th f un shifted her great backSid abo t 

'that I thought eere in a p Cldng'factrJry. 

much ~ her wtckerchalr 

Thasa are ' s1mp~y the facts. 1 , : A J knocks on a doer and a goy tums 

a blacK frown on him whil ' anOther 'J~w ' dra him in wi th a welcoming smile. 
1 ' \ 

'There is no di . uting that. it isrL,t tter of opinion. I WQuld like " 
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think lot of things. ut th th eta. I would 11k to 

bel1ev that ,60c~te • ,in talk1n~ to 

highly '1r1tu h rea, he imply 

At th1 ,po~t I eel 1 :API'IJn,t - h Ving said oothin far. 

an Egypti 

sex. I ~ly 

tru a I sit hare gazing A~.I"II"lAA 

~, e1de t • WhOA. P eU , 

'"'t dec1ph thl. 

h11~ of th a • 

a ~l1ttle more th t year ol~ 

Uab 1 did try to ~ hi, in hou 

'ver double , h ~ ... ghtert (CassantW ). 
, l 

, , 

11 d thatl t 

y hueb ,d one 

iri,t and 1;h 

. , n ., and I , know, 

the fir t gard 

sld.rtalnth noutB8 to trap 

t1rely of the faua.;-..;J 

wif he two sons, both 

oth hand did have 

}en th • d 

that ,Sophia 'b d 

straight fol" 

the child· geni , dr~wing bar h ' d way t , show h th pu ad 

bat. h ' for 1n9 . and ddl fing • Jan' p " ora it: *' POi '" h, see 

as if she h d jus 
w-{OUM 

stol hi l1ttl manl10ad. Thi tran feranc to 

'n's wif ~ oppoel~ ,1n h. proach to h ch:Lldrarl. 

g1 Saphi @-·-§Jiiforbldd .· .Pl ~») A paculier puck 

10 com 8Cl'QSS her bra wh aha'e that 1 

(( '~nnA $U1t ber, or it suit , her to cld. tha,t i ,t 

. ts herl)} trap , 'I tak · th :Ln her hands on mam--w 

ing in tt;t ,Manhattan fir t on af 

~~ wh~ th 911'1 was J,,-st boy ( a theory 

out that)? But this y WaIl,ting to trap her, ho .. ' 

it . ~ ef brings 9 ' ' th dI 

sud~ , ly in en .ast ,If of plAAJl:.l.J'N:l at having thl furry, pro"l1ng" 

'\.-- -- ---~ 
It. _ _ 0 ____ • 
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amcmg' U I Uk the 8tranlJ' t came to Abrah 

'llhPlDl1:ilm kn , t s d. T' t s ho she 

e into oUr" ve 

..a.mcl1:l.w~tuYf this) . Sh 

• 

th li t in? It' Q darkl You liv i ' riA""", 

tt" let. 

(,(It is ' fficult 

th· f'orinal relationship' l din to this kind of 1tttimat 

I f that • if ' f here neEJt;tS th1 tat tto 

be e Uves, Vork 

· tn to hel$) br.Ul a changih light lnto her itt) ) 

I think of y ' creature a darkn ss. 

Night singe f ' th , sky I al ay ' giddy th th 

thou ht t i1s , e singing, ~v 
JL.. -..... .... c 

my 1f in 

d b rote _J.down I , Q sen plays a v gue and can-

'tradictory part 1n th op ~e could ' 1 ft h out, but 

blliHloA·f.;1VC; I as pr ant to , f I uched hi writ1n hand. 

fact ifl the day, wak ' at night. because the lance of the n1 t 

ia fearfully nolos), tb ,I so ali " to its $pir1t and vib t:1onsl 

an you . · ne that? haF-ture could be . . m. t-orientat 

th that? ( (Thi queeti . h. .' a fairy-- 'e lift f th 

th .' 1e thing ab ,t , aidng atni'ght 1 
t~ 

to ' a.t her bak in 

H h 

ak a.t night, 

far X 

can tell th Aarons ver kept late nigh ifey ld h lp 1t. ).) 

H ' too ,has can me" my legs th . me t perf QlIg .. a.g 1 

he has • I th renal't d d -v' , • 

strolling hill to · take our 

sit 1ng us at th bottom or, ' hiS dlri1n, 

far entil ther. ' y husband ,- , 

ad h me that night, he eJ d 

th his silllA1"'-"I(ranbbed cane. 

insulted us by 

owed hi pref 

lent nlI.anDg of indi at1on. 
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at trio bantl)' th t ih had b. , wn-tabl' 

cal1ac1:1. t. A • goy ,af course, d U!fI!IE 

ted "ext to th hoetas I But lQ)' 

that at in our 

. d th ;I. t all sh1ne8 

andtb, street • sh1' nt1ng . S Y d 

~WI th ,nat a cushion Ol'fNan a woo. alane boaka. ~~ 
,I: ~ .wf t you, and _ kna ttl 98 "'IC*~ 'squeal1 • 

that somltll:mllt ha$ fell , 'rGql divine Aat!1"Rt;1 From gentl1)1)U 

buth 

bUt 

that 

• they know no batt 

in whaII :RDnK burned en . h had let th, f 

t SlCPtllQ 

...... '"Sd hundred 

do up t JWa to lit mak. 

VIDJ:::8 _oif .... .w .. ~' ,acrve ttl lav 1y 

(which 

) 

Ahd if I slim. if I all butp ' eot in my 1 • 1 t i ecau ' 

1 bean adGnd. A nuSband doun-t c an put brae 
lie 

on in In _ ~ ,nothing. 

'( tf,,~. transf and Mabel Hal ., 
A~ 

.. certainly lntl'oduced h CNoooII.",wg th 'r J. want 

But ~IIIZIIICIIL lent 

on _ negro coup as 1, .») n d gain I hav 

my ' hUSband do II h" , ~ Th only tber 

could ' walk into our 

bAd~1ID WI~en8VEar sh Keh ~, ' . If : &n)#QJ'l 

-.:~~ would on day be entar.l.ng our bedrGolD at wiU w ItO ld 
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v~ ,laughedl My father" ~ U never raise h . 'I s to look at a 

t~pert. would hav~ bU:rs:t, into t~s. , .. ot tha~ I am ).1ke my father, Of' 
I • . 

. ,JD1' ~~sband.,. I sp~nd l~,ttl.e, time t~ngt· men.. 1 .$8, r: )'1ng" , T be . th", 

, \Y1fe of ,' pra)'1ng man is enough peri1aps-. · But I do beUwe what ah ~'d 
I' ' , I , ~.. , I,: I. I I 1 • t. I· • \ " 

: 'Q~c~. ~n our padraom' as a ma~t~ ~f fac:t. s1tt~ng ,on my ~ed th~t · w~ Jews 

l1Qld, objeots . sacred , an air f, aacradness. hangs round ,~~ ,furn.i ture · , , j.,~ 
I • ~ 

~es the smallest ,spangle placed on me heavy wi th m,~ning ~$yond ,,1,t,~e*f • 

hile the gentile mQves , in: a, world of objects which Bl'S asset and meaningless 
, • I '1 • 

to him" except in, their function of being lean d n or, eat out of Dr 
! •• I I i I • \ • ' tl 

ashed in, w,ithout the smallest touCh of the· divin. , That is the difference 
• , • • " I. ( I " 

between their homes and, ours. . Thel'e is why my hu. ~d , 01s9 rged his 

fur¥ after be1nQ in the renegade's hom~ and , f1~ding simply obJ cts that 

~ade srQt~q~e equealing nO,tass and , n,at single thing pr~yed about ,or 

praY$d far or prayed i~ front of.. How has the Race survived? In the 
, '.. - \ 

.throb ,of the a1r in a J~sh hom~othing epoken· n thing seenl ,An l 

,~ire th~t required no, Q~:tp~ ts"".a ~emple requ1r1ng no wallsl Theref.ore 

a r~~~~de Jew is ooe who h~s , wi~ful1y destroyed th~ Aa~, ., ,by no~ b~ilJg alive 

~ ~11~ th~o,bfH,owev~ much gold h , may send to l~rae~. ~Qwe\iermUCR th,e 

nam~ , of ~agnar and A1~ard stra~sa and Nietsehe , y, mek~ . the b~OQd ~o,U in 

~1s h~.d. , he ~as murdered the Aac.8 ' no less than t~e ~~ ,qkest extermin.estorJ. 

For , the Jediill in roe (! didn't always realis this..:t had a child by a. 
, " .' . . . . . ~ .' . " . . 

gentile once 1 you have to look further t.han my sll~neas . or evan my perfect 
ll"'~/~ 1: ~) ~ .J,.tI.,r d,e! ~v • .. ~J. ~ ' ... ~~. 
~g$~, J I ~ reminded of . the Marschallln in Die Rosenkavalierl she gets 

"'P 1r'l the· middle of the niSht and .,atopall the clocks in the house because 
•• t . ' .' , • " 

, he cannot pear the tacing ~f. t1 ,a, . h,~ch is loud ~t n1~t because ~he 

day's cemoufllages are absent. ,.The Mar illin in /liB ,comes nclt from a . 

noble, Viennese ho~se 'b~t ' fro~ ~he daughters of Shan, ~nd 1: ~top the olocks 

to hear the si1911ce of the des ,_ of Mesha, wh time ne,'fer' wasJaut . , . , , 

above t~at, desert-~11enc i ;s t e ~ac1ng of my thoughts~ ', S e said I am 
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all erpt. All body, all ex. -And X said to her onc8" Y. $. x .1 all 

I think about. And sh raaU ad, from my yes. that I meant her to under-
what that 

stand , ng qu1'kl d1ffersnt fnam/cutting g tile ardt. (whi . a at 
CArAltA ev.r · /I 

rhym S with faxe '»)'fSI _!Jt. 1 left her to get my nin. but I don't 

"th~ sb ¥. dld. I em 'saying thi 1n th m1ddl of thnight. $0 that 

my ough fo1 sa C1ther w1thout apparent '. Rnection, but there is a 

m 8ftIlU1.c ,oannec'tton deeper and marlmpof'tani' theA any daytime, 1 k logic 

(of P t 1 JDant;Jfacture can ds1cov. s- 1s rac1alpa ionl What th 

daughter f lOt did Was simply lnc8et in gent11s eyes. These twm ;irls 

said (I 'each ather. 51nc there ar- no )'o .... f1S en n available to 91 e 9 

childf' ." , .8 w111 'hava to go in and 3.1e With our father, $0 hat his seed 
. i-

rill Aot b lost 1 681< t recogn~ tiDn Of! the ' ad I Ik th eeed al1v 

1nmy , my body than m)' huaband .pc:tt spangl round me h 1s far beyond 

calcJulat1ng a mean spasm of pl Ul'1t for ilims 1f.. '1ch is gentl1. ex. 

He is perp UAtl.ng the seed1 adoring tn . eed I Th seed, th.e act 't. If, 

tne ,$pangl and the yard. Of broead8! . the . ilks and damasks, al~ na and 

the same thing' 1b poor 9 _ tUa drop ;l,d~o his MGring b$dand if his 

hardn . 6 happens ta CGr'r'espond With h sof'tn • 1M . 1 th8l1, otljugatin 

88 P ac Which glve h1rn pl sur. and her pleasure. 11k a Qttlof' 

nor a gOOd .. JVactJaUan,end that is ~ba and of it, th Y turn \t rand 

or idn. and if in the cour 0' the next few .manths a child appears, 

y. that 4. an event Wh1ch ha Uttleor no connection Wi.th the flrstf) 

Butw in theamact are ' entering. d . ap in·to the pa .~. the 01 t the 

f~at we resT the desert of Maaha. wa· 91 w. wa hear the wi '_8S Df 

forb t th hiStory of oU)t Race unfolds w1 th forbidden wonder in our 

blood, VII . ell that wa ' dORS from th" building of the hQuse of God ln 

JeNssl wi h NllbUchadnezzarts vas ·1 of' gDld and 1i11ver. to th bu1.~g 
of ttl oth _..,1 on an island hwt always think CIt' lIIasha as desert, 

fa th silence that 1:h1e word denotes for me. bUt in f'aet 4.t Wa the land 



I 

r 



were not other ,man at aU bu'b , '1 , t t 

I 'can ~ now. as the , slant through the Moor:1sh ,arch , that I , 

f: t feU an and I f1 d 

d 10 Y • X 

Und the ,earess f .1 

o I 

fU 

. look 

H . b heir h 

ta·s ha1ght 

, l1ion 

My hu . d and 1 atar9d anc1 t quisiton. lous 

than or bronze finds it i his prof e1an 

buy . d &ell. ( (J4BFI::Jn ever ct' It in hia mel< 

b 

~lna4FAr'tgtt~e to Aaron of $OJ1lI$Ql'1IS 

p 

etb , g. Accord1ng t 

a f ' Parke B , 

"9 Qlly, , W , '1 

pasting, up oldb oks 

perhaps th 

H 

t 

per de 

But 

d 

eful about books 

for ~ ......... a. The M' edl.telrtaneelJ'l s iter all UQ oppas:l.t , 

• Sh 

fri 

af 

For f VI days I 

d of this ~ ling D his 

talking. Th y wp ne of hos , 

Q in +wCII"l't: 

«( 'te untrUa~'))": I 

ths in 

'I l1fe w uld 

sri ca. 

y husband. ' Her 



.. 22 '(2) .. 

, 
8IICIMled aero s th IF"g h w • . - back in 

I.'l 
t th fa~ wint 

bility f lif t t 
I, 

10 ods , 

bll3ck. twa flo in h 

yeu t f. 

t1nf ntQf urf 

.mov~It1 to anhattian ((,'» . int1 
floor u 11k b fora 

((II)) . Tel n 

wbal fa 

for th 
~ WoU< I.:.t' +, ' . 
lip lJU t .' 8, as ar we 

~ and h d to be hundred 
< sw tthat 

and ty' d8fW8 of Jtw ...... """" out air nd1tion 9 ({nev I) ), and the " 
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poured cut of her annpi"ts, staining her blouse.. made sweating seem the 

most dmdrable' thing in all exper1 nee for me. Whatever she did waS 1 ts 

own authentication I Again and again we said. You must be J 1shf To 

which she sometimes said with a smile, her eyes gaz1"g downwards 1n that 

exqui ~tely interior way she he • I might ,become one. In fact, she said. 

I have every kind of white blood in my veins except ' Jewish But we didn't 

define JUdah that poorly. to accept that. For us sha .simply ~ a Jew, 

she cam from the Mescpotami'an eradle where God was first addressed a 

" before th . first nomadic triale tbat led to I~rael.. Iff' occurred to me 

that ane doesn 1 t need to be bom a Jew to be a Jew at birth I The race is 

the sead 1s God! And with Him anything is possible. I never spoke to 

my husband about this~ As for my father. I know he . would tell me that 

God hadehosen race end blood a His methDdf · and never departed from. the 
. ok 

Method because this would~to argue that tbe M thad had Deen unsound, and 

this could not be. My father's arguments are beautif~l to listen to. 

They ur uad not by their reasoning but by the marvellous song of his 

voie. He makes it a litany, end this litany seems chosen from outside 

him, impeccable in its fann. 80 naturally you f1 d yourself believing it 

before you ~ve even understood it. These are night-thoughts Both my 

husband and I felt tbatahe we a supernatural creature and had at last 

found her home 1n us, as the tribes found Judah. Our saying to her, 

stay with us. you can take one of the apartments two floors up, the 

Portoriean family is ' oving out. was the Circumcision of this creature 

whoa male part was as strong ~8 the female. I went out and bought stone 
~ 

pestles. all I could lay my hands on. and toodA round th room with th 

$woUen part uppermost. She came in and whan she saw them laughed and 

said, What ere you trying to do? Up to that time we had ahardly spoken. 
.. (,.~ ~ .~ 0... f~~ ") L H-....t& 't~)) . 
But now our eyes met for a moment.A 

Yes ~ remember her pstl s. As if I could for at anything of those 
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Hal' · . day . . tt two JIN'V'I~e of 1 t . ~ f1: I w .. , .. :. -,. ~ ... _=-= =- - , 
• k tae11 ev.ery l walked dO\m s to th .f to plit . y h .. d . tn th 

( "o.cJe.' 
and get at passess1 lao . ·back. bly Jack H' 1 ' /.. p '. ss-

:Lv eas tran .... I used to ~U him Afr n (to y8 f) b 

we h~ known eac a SBV S h'13 us . e 1th h1 d 

his ay to the ~ . ((Jack It • 

aboU the p riat1es .• 

'l+tet4~Ct an y I on either. 

r · her, '. th . er ' stene .esjl • I $a state of . tires • 
I'" 

teen ber " 'e t.pl 

( en th~y e Y).I ((An 1nteres~ 

f abel·s daring intimacies th her transfel"r8;d Q Aaron" wif 

Qse sons by n dandUng babies f th~ 0 ! )) I do 't want . to 

d ell o · these th1ngs. The wot'J:is at'S be1rlg tom from e. S tes of 

dress and undress ar , 1 kn .• stt.fpen au 1y unimportant It s t 

they ~er ng to me that hurt. Unkn n to h:J.m sh use to p ne 

1n th mid e o-f th night, d . night, to pour out more of her lmud10 

ref tians. ich fasc 'Hng. spec1ally as they were all mix up 

.espec;1ally the cl",,"~~ loving sh . described as 'like 

b1g Gist . s' ») t $he ca~ my 

te en t horrify-

in b~Jould pierc throtJ my dark, worlds and at last I old age to 

ra1~ '.~ .untain of flash n d ·say . a weak .and husky vo1c 

I ascinated nar,. t ? e st ~ be tal of th 

H 1.) ) I! None. af her night- Q ghts . t take hi. 

mind off' the T . So' th~ ~y \:C d the job .of ~esp ding lik. 

to s flashing ref......,~ .... ,on.$ (less t dic .th genuinely 
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peculiar " It is because Jack Hal" W 'genuin 1), prophetic in pred1ct-

ing th black ite tru 'gl exactly a it happ n lat '!I . It)) . 

I 'II They cut . e off f n.ends-yes, they 

write a ,ltte.r to,! the renegade J r. ying I could 

no longer t t ta1n' h- at a , ro 'neJ ((The Reneged .f 

au d much Qf ugh a 1 tar, never ,in any (3 his narrat1v s 

+Dn 1t, which 1ndioates tht perhaps this too s a transference. 

from what , ven I do not kno .)) ' I knew t as eakness in to ~ . 
~ '.ir~ l but longer had a d to think ' with. my ul und p saesa-

~ r. ~ J ~ Ilc. ~c.r ~ 
'ion haedru ~ Socrat' " his 1Tten'tY a~ "w" I a3 I if *. I L i .0 It 
the 1 rison!n 'encroachm, lover on 

co e thin the loved , net ght 0 i richer or better educated than 

th lover the loved one must way , e chaperon by a safe fri d. 

This is the kind of lov I gOt. They called me disloyal I-

IC 'I I 'Buo({A tnlnsferTed ref!ersnC8 to the Hel B. who J;;t:t::a felt 
~w.e,U 

that ' she needed black 'chaperon • '. an~ b va she j 10 Y 

to herwhi fri - d ,.)) 

And ·-sh !.Ii disloyal. If our apartm t t flaors down was hell, 

I must ~ th t her two floors ,up wa 

:It may actually be 

bo. ((1 am convinced that here 
,n~~ 

e1 sp~ .• . or ' ~ert1aD:s Aaron's fa thinking ..... 

thoUghts ) ., e s oapabl , of picking any bedraggled human obj,ect 

and retuming h meith it ~ a cat ith d drat You n ver kne 

he you er gOUlS to get She s e never to have heard of the word 

pnv y, perhaps bee us ' (bed. d:i t~rranean) e had nev 

lanelin$$S. Be:Lng with. Q h ' 1. a biologiQ 1 necessity for 
.' i l 

h , like breathing that ; . nev. ,becomes conse-iou of lt 6h could 
j 

b intimate- ith anyon , / 8xcept - t thar cy without 

pnv y I have d' s arm round zen 
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elly . t~ gar a Y., arid plant ki allover Jt ' r w ty fae 
t~ 

. 
~ 

which b 10 th subway all oming, t n1 tJalub 

11 nigh~-en he don th to 'al 

wh"t! I. ( .d iir '" oJ .. g IE a' '" e " j " l .. , I . I • hen sh barr d 

her from her'ri de 'that ft month of having th refu e off 

th York s1d elk in our ro ~ 1 qu , coup 1 of hearty 

hi t • a l1mp Irishman dr u out of pot in 1 s 
~~ 

than an hour---. got a l1ttl tir d. ((Thi J' • I W.f what n 

d hi wif at th Harl t. h they visit Sophia nd 
~cA. -&:c 

th Hales. It _=lIIIIa_-- th burden of the Hal s' lam t about 

Sophia, canfid d ap to th , Aaron . )) hen on day sh brought in 
-L 

liv Arab ~1 h I 1 t th apartment and dicln't co b ck until n ght-

f 1. I • I itic, but only to th ext t of, t e t lv 

trib • to h r to lim1t her public. Her list of 

t 1 hone numb on two cantin ts r~ into volum • It w s the biggest 

it in her lugg gao A for ringin h in th llliddl ore night, 

th t :1 i1y 8)(plain d by her n var b ng vailabl in th day. She 

r 1y cam 'in b fare two 1n th ming. and 1 would ring er t t 

1nut p t, wh I kn we lr dy in , her 100 African trip d 

dishda throbbing 

And Y hu end could nev be told becau 

thrillingly~ 

arr:a. d hi to 

think of m 1)'1n 11 night, first . Second, I w s 1n 1 v t with 

her. N ver h ving b guilty of 001, I 

. CQuldn' t ri him knowing th t I was in lov ith her too , 

far time. I love 1n our en I Th 

d at our" gate ar all mann r of plaJ:lc:u=.nt frUit. new nd old, which 

I h v laid up for the • 0 my b lov dl 

* * * 



.+ 
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It ~lY doe to b clear t . t 1n SwaE .· (1 W oing to y 

91 tion. but this i only th bag ag tra1n af d ) Sophia and 

Aan»n' wlf h d an ffa1r. Y t they... never mol' than trang J 

th y n I th y n , d mol' than a famal word 

I to h w far th "Sophia' loved by Aaron' wife, and 

w1 • lov d by Sophi appro ted to th ex1 tins or ven 

one . ting Soph1a and Aaron' wif. i tl . 1 . imp rtant tter 

than th fact th t th1 nan-ex1 tent ffa1r af th 

0' their 11" 

changed th COurSB 

t 1 tually ach1 v d, what become axpres d nd phy 10 11y 

ting 

part. We ar perhap moat changed by wh t do not expre • do nat 

• dar not ev ap for. Only 51st • of all the p pl 

9 gr t Jumble of recogni . bl ( 

un1d . t1f1abl t st1mon1 ). CJaaiMO aware of this @£!!Elter part of lif 

that going on 11 th t1me, and I by t.w,:a....c::l· actually 11v1"9, 

her . f, in th t t pari, a If 11ently all round 

h • other Superior nll de rib haw 81 ter Mahatma 

",.-Uti to know 11 h th ught in th r tunDoU. and to' Ithf 
pill scandal, though sh he heard nothing aboUt it. For Sister 

lAsh tma 'tak ",nWl ucouot of h t I describe Ii th physical end-

reduct. therfor to mav • body and so 1, in another tim 

than 'our' tim. Sh do her 1f a on a ving b It 

of tim , her af ticking away in nds. Th clack do · not hold 

h in it iron grip. It:t. sh who changes th Mother Superior-

lif I without 'doing' )'thing (ar Through h~ 

th other Superior h own pa t for the flrst tim I , it ord • 

b not 1 ta rational ard J unfold to h • S begins to :r ' 11 i 

for ln tanc • why in h un1ch youth Einste1n' doctr1n of r lattv1ty 
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her d lYe Sh n w s that, th ctrine ff t-

th 1d a of ration 1 1 in th univ rs • by placing, the , 

It _~es everything t obAfU"'ut:U' it 1 t1v to 

h If. hich m.::tJiIIl"I,IQ not only to hi po tion· in ,d time, to, his 

, 11 information- ng haS 1 built-in d .' res,: n turally,), 
" I I. ; 

but to th f of ,his , mind. · Th 

thoutperi1ap 81ng ·it. , tin te1n and Kant 

b gin to sa other au 
(r..L""'~ ') ll~" :B~CrI .. .) ) 

or th . t 1) gr t . volUt1anaria ~ 0 

gQlol,"''''P th s lve dtlStroyedr tionall one , and for. all" ,. Long' before 
-"\ 

E1 n ' n, K4nt·s doctrin BIB d crib d ac nd ti e as built inte 

th iving it 1f, not '0 -ectiv • or outside u, , Thy .war 

y QonditiDns~ of 1 p~ t10n T~ y etr not to b found 

in the impr ion th t , PQu~ed on Q the nd .thr ugh ·the Thes 

e 51 .ly i resaia" nds, ru ing into the. m~nd 

on c;8!'ta1n 'rare oCQas1ons,t, in dal1r1 , 

th m"r.I'I~, t . caniousness a,waf4;es, in u starts up 

--"'8ftf!!ion differ tiate them. lv into •• E= abject . ' in 

they b gin to s each other but above all 

1e to say, that they a~ no long" '. 81 ly 

belonging to Qur tactil or ural f ultl,but have 

n, 'Qbj tty.· . , It i all don " thi 

tic p~, th p ving P CB sit If • . ~kewis . 
, th 'B ~ bject f o n c and time a havng w ght Dr 

nding in r latton t ch other,. it ·m s 

t work. with their built-in 'c~,t gone f as 

t 0 Called th mi. Qf bstanc. velum . • ·r lation---in one wo~d . f~ •. 

Form 11 1ns1d u,: not 'outide t • The Very concept of 'outside' 

i ..... iiiiiiiiliiiiiii. So is the concept 'inside! Eia te1n dded 
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~cr 
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th t form .11 ,'ou,ts1d • 
~ 

• " 

~b ,fom ,O~ w E 

objects , 

a~ arv d, 1n canstant mav t ttu'Gugh ae and ,t~me. It w~ f ,r 

th1, reason that h Ii .;: maintain ' that '1t 1 , th , theory ~hat 

wit t" can obs8r'V , nat vic ver '. On, th si af th1 

CD 109)' , that had grawn up ov 

th c tun t ar ln$1d d Ir ty' aut ide) h ' f unded 
, , I 

hi lution. 

Now what dQ ' apace-tim co 
, , {i-~o .. ~~' o-1't~'~t 

logy. af 'II" Ok I, ii' " spa 5 

Uy c~? Th t ttlw l ' no reality ~ts1d h1ch 

m to 1 

And th1 1n tum nat only that. perceivall possibl realit" 
I ' 

.-:l 
but that th perceiving f ~t1on is th only on ~ hay ~ P tlrate 

w~1t. ! ' , , ' 7 
11f ~ .. ', On th surdit1. one ~ght y, a civill tion has 

b 8 c:J.-.or rather, d1, 

dU only now for final ding. The th r Superior ,b ~ to , that 

th youn drug-ad~cts who PQur~ into ~ ma1n1and h api tal ( tly 

Ang1o-6axon d Bannan) had found tha2.r ascap f th1 co logy 

throu~ drugs alon I Sh that there ,. man)' path aut of th 

WeK 
co logy, but drUgdeflnit lyon f' th • ,It was ttl k Y to 

her cc in r abil1 tati.ng.. af th , . 
She cam to real1 that th al:tam tivto Ken;&/! 'cetegorie 

~ ~ 
under tanding', b1I11t into th d d able to con struct p 

/' ~~J 
Q t10ns 1nto an obJ tiv or 'outs1d • world, " _ notJ h 111m l' 

of 

d. '8 phan gor1a f tiona 1
• For her;..- ltem tive to 

ac and tim • to th world of Ol"d d abject tm1 h w ded 10 dar 
0.1=0-" 

practical l1v t we a r l1ty -.:I=:3Ica ___ ...... _ v d Ibut tJ\.. <.L tal 

took po , on of ttl perceiver. so that h found hinlself beyond space 
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and • 1n a condltion n ther 'inside' nor ·outa1de t him but 

totally if th origin .ting br . .th of 11' had been 

f, d. the anvil at which bo·th disordered 

faculties which took them 1n hand wer Both the order and th 

di iI"der becom • fol' her, s1nply convan1 t fUnctions to help pilot the 

through th t orary d tiny of th f1 sh. In npither lay 

Sh saw that since Kant and Einstein Uved by the glorification of 

th mind. they GOuld never hav reached her conclusion, how ver much it 

s d necess1 t ted by ttl r awn doctrine. Sh w clearly 'that they 

bomb under western thought (just e saw that their discov-

ar1 • though lDOIlrattou8 for the west. had b n th ace tedba&1s af 

Indian thought for thDusand of years, sine long before Chrl t). 

hen ask d by N York r bbl. in a cable, wheth . ; he believed 1n God, 

Einstein w1r d back I BELIEVE IN SPINOZA'S GIJD WHO REVEALS HIMSELF IN 

THE HARMCJ4Y OF ALL THAT EXISTS NOT IN A GOD . 0 ~CE~S HIMSQF WITH 

l1iE FATE AND ACTI,*S OF MEN. Did this harmany mean for Einstein, 

in cantr d1ctian of his own doctrines, someth1ng in the nature af a 

rational or mental order which we di covered by enquiry? Whan ane 

of hi pupils took his relativity doctrin to a logical conclusion 

and declared that; scientific 'fact • could not b sstabl1 ed, only 

D1DIlllentary perceptions of 'poa 1bill tie " Einstein replied simply, 

God doe not play at dice. In other -ard, he failed to see that 
~ 

th 'Principle of Indetenn1 yt as his pupil called 1 t we less a 
A I , 

denigration of God' order than of th human being's ability tg psrce1v 

~. The alternative to law, for Einstein, was clearly chane. 

namely another aspect of lewl both wi thin th CQq)8SS af the mind. ' 

Thu • he rafu ed to push rationalism over altog ther. having, 11k 
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kent, knock 1 t For one you ant itt rat! nalist prison, 

only b b w111 9 you out (this 1 

Sup~or' nerr, ttv.). Ironic UYf 

qu t fro on af th other 

th Mother Superior will y 

Ein te1n wh sugg ted the manu' .. ctur , THE D for the 

fir t t1m • to en American pres1d " t .. Th t bomb we perhap the eli . 

" of cosmology th it b us axe lus1v ly ratlonel1~t. had begwn" in 

its bankruptcy. to rely morand more on th 8)(plas1on as its k8~ to th 

releas of energy. A truer analysi was eotd. ved. sh )'. by 

th Ind1Bf1S. th Chin • th AnIb and P81'tletl by th A~ in 

fargDtt CO 1 gythat surdv s only fragmantarily a voodoo. This 

t1 1n.1 th her view that, unl1k sam of th highly deY loped 

P l~. we h v not yet p ssad th barbarian tag of enquiry. 

But this is looki.ng forward too far. For th 

s these nerr ttv in Ein te1n1an trm. ,at only are Sophia and 

aU th Sl)E!8kIBrS here, in relatdaon to ch 

other, but th-y are constantly bing dif1 d by ch othar'sconstant 

t, Just they than elves al" mod1fy1n other by the1r altar-
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ing ral and th for _ p ecttv • T gh '- Ucated 

nd1 tion w • I ch otharo--lIIIIIWIEln i no nder that th Qth • 

ane.hi 11. or frowns, hi , th .' are por 

gu1d • 

tar I 

y~~ 

sh uld ay p ap - k 

still look1Rg t stars t t lDded thousand or m re 

Thi 1 ttl kind of ' t·. ha . of atheJ' human b gal '. 

... * * .. 

e n V . us d to welk upstair to h apartment without sam 1nd 

, Dffering in hand. But then. J . t bet door, 

anoth voic,t:r--::ttil1 not 

an until "crept back down tair again becau the 

offer1ng(ono it we terracott pi ' from the Geometric erlod 

which my hu and pick ct up "01' a song) uld h v looked. in th )'8$ 

. , . strang s, ridicu U ly t it s---en offering to 8 god. 

tr1~ to persu d h . nly ab . to 1 d his peopl out 

of Egypt b of . t pawers h had acquired 10 . 11 t.ude. and that 

Ii h d he k ' . t un el with all , and ndry, ev Wi th Aaron his p:r1 st. 

the tribe5Quld still ha b ~ Egypt today_ Out of purity and 

silene comes the word 0' POwez'l. a ,same 

os dev loped hi 1f to 11 ten to ·eUlE voic,s than nuijUBrt' ones, y 

hu and told her. Thus Pharoah ~ ,to os and asked him to plead 

to' h1 Lord to end th plague of f:rog , and then later the antlS of 

fli , an then let th bo11s.. and. let the cattle-plague. Thus 

eerY nt and f~"'1 . , ~11t , "'" great P for him If. 

Th fir hint of thi pow .,' vouchsaf d to hi in th form of the 

bwrn1ng bush. lhe bUsI1' didn"t ~ctuel1y burn, my husband told her in his 
I 

rnarv llou ly quiet ay~ ',,: ase w it bum,' inside himself. He 

&poke to God fl'Qlll inside r himself1 \ You can't do that if you live in 
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th tittle-tattl of the . rld all dayf y husband almost ' shout d at 
• 

~ 
her. at,,, paint., h to thro do , his rod, and 

d1 . and it tum Qutta b e. .serpent, . th t again as 1nsad ' ,OUSt '1:t 

t th t his sax,- his ani po er he. been tran Deed into dyn c 

sp:J.r1 t 1 aneal This 1'6 the meaning of the rodJ The rod. and the ·seed 

are the same forcel Ther lay the power of the children· of Israel' 

Unci AbT~, under Isaac, under Jacob and ..las , hand · oses the ·ohildren 
s 

w marked out by th1 So he crooned and ,omet es '" 

shout d hi ay through hi arguments. trying to get her t undertak the 

full oblig tion of this pow to which she no believed shtad been 'bom', 

But instead she used us as ·Pheroah did oss, she n eded the blessing of · 

our Lord 'but once she had it she harden her heart and· like Pharoah would 

not -l t the Pille a. Thi · is why I always called her (inside myself) 

a traitor 

If 1; could cQme in ga1n at, this stage with a few facts, it might 

be r levant and even helpful. I have alread~ described the fact about 

ho I alked uphill to take simple evening highball and as frowned on by 

the goy, receivecl with oil end incense by the Jew. No the facts about 

the epartrn t he took two floors abOve them 1n E st Fifth Street ere I 

believe as · folloe th y already had their hands on the lease of. that 

apart t, knpwing th t the .ortoric ns. ere about to leave, and hoped I 

think to convert it into offic • ener were siting stat or Qity pennies-

ion. 
t. ..r" 

hen s~pra appeared they off ad it to her, and fumished i~ . th 

'Dne of the -office furniture hich they had already bought. ,· When she 

a ab ut the rent he aid in his patriarch 1 ay. lJtying a hand on her • 

Th t I your money. Ke ,1 t for! yourself. I would have bought th t apart-

ment an aye . Those ereth f cts and no co t 1s necessary,. 

(The Renegade beUeves ~':fact to be a.lmost anything he thinks to be 
.; 

true. He finds himself such ' ration 1 and unexaggerat:Lng man that .. 
I 
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1 t 1s inCQnce1vabl to him th t. hi mind uld ything 

ttl t :not truel ,'n tur ly he u1 not trust an 'infdmant h w 
'*4 M tJ~. 

no~ and ",nexaggerating in .deliveryfi. P pl only h v to 

hav ackn wledged po · ti n in life for him, as ctors or lawyer or 

prof sor or bankers. and to speak in an u . v d vo1e t pr fer ably with 

h1nts of bumili t)' such 'I think pa~lh"l"u:t.' and tof cour a I am not one 

hwndred percent certain but' , for th Ren gade to lodge his fact as 

absolute on,as in h1 0 n mind. This 1 h got hold of the abov 

s · ry. though 1 cannot Y who the informant war . It i actu ' ;ty th 

tory. thouQb n t exactly • of what went on between the Hal s and Sophia 

ov ting of th room two floors va th • Hal needed an 

off10 • and gay it to her th of th office fum1ture he had bought. 

, c he gone n in the Renegad 's mind tao. But he cr d1 ts 

II-l<iIioIlJtgg:lf on 'the same princ1pl as h or dit a~e hilllse1f has an; 

acknDwldged position 1ol1f ! No 1n th folldwing narrativ e hay 

Sopb1 greeing W1 th the Ren de about this perfectly fabricated 'ev t' 
1""\ 

10 York I She follows it with ' description of how he PUWt angles 

on t neked wif of n. One can certainly imagine abel H 1e patting 

the b d at her side and inviting Sophia to decorate her. with v $ Of 
~~ . ~ 

PI 'I,t laughter tcto. Thi laughter 1 ~missed out, to ach1eva b tar 

th fabricat d Jewish atmosphere') 

Yes, I rem bar the 110 ,pallor a hi hand, freck.led, as he put . . 
it dawn on ry arm" nat becau . I w . looking at it particularly but 

b -I1am go through m from 1 t. That' s your oney. b 

said. for you to spend. I was poss a ' ad by that f I 

eign1ficaric • something flutt . d ' into life in y bodyl 

. ,\ 
.\ 

I f It a new 
t 

And at the sam 
I fel t 
/.. 
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in 'the ,tmldly ' aen$~t4ghtand QwrUl~d by another human being. . 

So with th - flam af Ufe came a paraly _ a of aci;ton. I b gan to ~lnk I 

was nothing, 'cam f"rom nothing,. could del nothing. 'X 'fQI"~t my own mother's 

name. ¥ , ' terr1bl'fiI 

kin IlIf' ~8'. .1'h8~" f 1'$ sat tog ttter in ttlnlbb1.ng etlana • ,.. 
hat nIght. aftar he had refused any rent, she ph ned at my ' Cl'Umb, Y 

downtown' hotel end we talkad ke s1stere. ' Sh told m 'I had been 'Sftnt f 
(tA ~ ~ I: M~ # 1L:.)). , 

to thGmt And haw ,careful s' be. . I moved lri w _ - lat. Tnar 

br d-breeld.Rg ,C~A~( ' the)" had a round loaf baked 81) 1allr.. ' \l 
(eA 4.'«· .. ~~ ~ r. H~JJ' 

_ th a hole in the top to take woodetl bowl 01 Itj., W klSSJ!Q and than 

,had a dft1nk. Then' X leamed that love seek thonly IS if to 'please,. and builds 

til hall 1n beaven'-s despite. 1lf COt1r e we eran't QtU'eful e.t all. ' Each 

of ua. in cliff -t ays. had alway. ' fe.11d t praoti r;are. -I rem_bared 
. , 

Dante" Un that +ove isnt the seed onl)' of gQQd butot ery aper tion 

that des He . Pllt J - ala on har, clothed her ' nakednes in 

their gUtt • and allowed, m to 10' £In. 'I revall d in our clasen.ss. 

All my lif'e I had locked fDr a family. :t always $hall. It isn't that 

I lacked a mother $I1d father. but 0 can b ' itt., and ' father to Arrflhlbia? 

I ar how those bron~ed . 'cut'ly-headad 11 _. 1 bea$tson the beabhwsad 

to steu' at me When t Cam along lifter 'braakftist.-lik someta1ng 1 sent' • 

yes I '· was alway 11k thatt Th,. uths used to fall op and th trgreat 

black ey $st1:18tt on me like, coin' • t . sand drippsd' fram thedr ' fingers. 

fresh f%'OlD~tiQn of ."d ca t1 s. When I spoke they leak d 

tcrtif1 ' . And than on.,...1t aa alway: ld 'cama clo$~. , it 

was alway. , ane. I could evan . y that ther is a num~cal proportion of 

pSOpl . f about thirty p&JrCen;_ WAd gravttat toward m beoaus th y f 1 

in the first fa mum _' t , that they need .om.thing ·Which I can p vide (I 

endow, tlQt only th hop af ·eat1sfac on bt.at th J"leeG for it I). - It 'seane 

, 0 than that Ii 18$ ,I '\IS com I ' SometU188 i t ~"'11U:j to m - that it 1s the ' 
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samcrsAtura who taps torward ary tim • ,~n different bod1a. Again 

I wish I wasn't saying all this.: The wards are 'being tom from me 11t<:~ 

I "can only Uke the moment lts 1f, the clllDf!U( that split the un1vars 

in a thDu$1nd pt •• . Be .i instead of bringi,ng it "tOg .th",t 

f(1af4ng come easUy to me. She ae1d to m' once, You are capabl. of 

lUestng anyth1ng--.-lt do snft: even he" to be claan I ,I touGh the1Jtbulges 

with a lack of pramad1tatio.n whiOh makea th. gespt For the brace has 

al '8)1$ ,l) 

aa41 J sot , .y raspondas eaa11yl 'It wasn't long b for 1 w"aputting 
, - ' 

brae !let on R8r too.. He happen d to 'leave the room rca" a JDoment. end1t 

~'.s 'that I was , simply gaing on, wl1th M. Job. Whom they Wish to destroy 

they fir t titak. ,blind. ,u.ttle ,by 11"1& the, hoed 9' mien~!£s_d!e& 
" ; .' , 

1 know Q, well cue down ,aver Ol¥ h ' . d. I meaa the ,mQwnt1Qg feeling in 

ma th ':t h. was dO"", har ' 0 Swlflisb inj et1ce by touching her at aU 'I 

I , began tQ 15'. her a a garden , inClD •• ~,~ '4 sprl,ng$hut wp., fountain 

tJ(ll. I She we ' the .urea of avery PI8rV 1 in the hQ"se. be a stolle 

oltImAf Ve8, a column in th , ,Romen:trle. \Vito the head mounted on toP 

and emall protntdtflg sen1 taUa half war do.wnl , Thare began the familiar 

horror. all the waree for being ~~ clliaee quarters. af ,th 11181 _ _tenng 

th famalel I .entad 'to daSh aero the clt)i .. Times Square and start 

a :r _lytton. call outtha f1re .quad tos8par-ate them W1 th hosesl 

I wanted to knowok him dawn when he epoke to her in a wt'ld.ep ... , on how 

'am1li~' Th mal seanI' to me ~o be explott1ng the fragrant famal in 

th mast, "1 . dtehlV c.alCtllttt1nQ , ,,ay,~ stimulating her parts . to set ,intD her 

but not 1(, " her f My bag1nning ~D f~ 1 proteo't1 · _ towards bar was aleo 

part af t .. usual . pro~88811t, Yhe hood c as down .,and I sea no .,... 

Tow , . :. I ;am terrified of m~. , ·~~I had a '1ght with a priest a 

Ubl ~d gathered and ,helped h1m~ not mal All becau •• 1 was weartng 

trou era 1n Ch~ I I cried for a whole de.}f aft..-aras. Sam times I 

cry lan, etfQUghta bawasbad 018811, allover I I wash the touch Q.f their 
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han ff e. I dan tt m n th t 1 not ra oos1bl for the fight I 

9 t 1ntD---I 1w y 
~ 

should not \I /..prov 

Th only on 

.thy 

to fight a de 

I c 

ho w e a kind f mor'lastic f'orbAal"'AnrlA tely 

fight. They • ((Jck H pos 

ibly on of th , sh tr1 d to ;t:;:. 
auld ut, ting, 

uld -_ ......... . Uk d it?» 

of thi .. hat everything spact-

tht 

b· of mixed birth. I ec1t1cally 'mix 1n sax' here, 

in 

y 

thinkin 

1 diffic 

m f r 

y I 

fact of th • s p trlcian tf:lnlf'lIAr.aIDlAr't the 

p---..... 

liar. Sh . probably h 

01 1y 'than if 

ix 'd 1n funct1on, that app 

t th Y n, I d yet I 

butldom 

f~ b Y nd th 

t ex- and father---

had t hi)) 

top lea an 

1ncarnati n. This 

need 

acter. And 

cu:a"' .... .I'l..n. ad 11k sh does. 

t isn't tru eith • I VI are 

my 

so d 1y entomb.BCI in t th t th )' cry to b ' 1 to e light. 

But the p . y belong to are 'thos Wh n h~. 1 san, 

that CUq;~ G are beyond mae or tor i 

b yond th l1ght beyond h f1elm. y 

to personify he creature 1n c tor, 11 t , 

without to hing th 00 you 0 wh t 1 an? 

I . ' f the 

light ar c to • with hu dr d eyes. But 
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n . 'JI'.'''' "~ ... "- vi's1 of th 11 t J I 

to ear 

feri r! , There are y. need of h lp 

s the army of p p ver to v Me n the f 

, ,10 e the light, ttl mu t I v to ,sho th 

The J y d the p:Lty I They lov 

It 

• 
th 
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~ 
they _ ta, hear it. , a kind of testimony. 80 I have this bowDsffunctian. 

cr\I\.C. 

I em bound. ',I could never have been bound in this way' had I be y.. sex or the 

ather. I DtJld have squ:Lr'ted myself to fre dam) But as it 1$ I ha to go 

an looking for my family" finding tt everyWhere .. , My function is to be bound. 
, - ,U~; ,,- t~or..,.,. 

Something '11k that,. I fae~ tired and confused l ' Sam imes I sleep for days 

on end. 

The point about purgatory 1$ tha~ 1te lnmat ar suffe~ng to an end. 

they arepurgin ' themselves. They aren t,t victims. They carne to.ar.da · 

Dante and Virgil but nth car. never to, be out of th flames that licked them. 
(t'J'vc"..~? '~f..a, ~ ~ It..e. ft...J ... ». 

In th Harlem apartmellt we three did that. L We kept a foot in the haatl. 
. w;~ . 
when e ere) ather people,. ~ at work. We . yeamed to b ,devoured aga1nh ''''' 

ut;,I'~ .. ! f. ' (( .... c.k. ~ L A~! )) , (.;.. 
/.. I remember walkin.g towards East Fifth fJtt'e$tl~th '1 atblowin almost 

hOr1z1mtal and the sidewalks white and blank of' peopl • tb park d cars/I 
humped with snow. I believe it may even he e be Christmas (natut'ally 

. ~ , 

we didn't oeleb't'ate;,- marvelloLls , creatun ·futhh I had Ill)' greatcoat 

.button-ed ,up tight at my chin" with a fur cap and eer-flape tao, pres$1ng 

forw~d against the burning lc~art1cles, and I happened to pass a doorway . . , 

With 2A whit ashad on it,. and two black lines deleting it,_ At th n xt 

doorway I stopped. On it as ·prtnted. very cat'e~lly. 2B OR NOT 29, ~AT 

IS 'THE QUESTIBi. Scxne wit, W&$ havin. a wran 1e w1th th 1 paople. 
" . 

The door 6S neat. It might be a dcctor-s daa-. -- U.ttl abov the tane 

of the rest of the blomt<. " And the letters kept rlng1ng in my head. 

Wasn't that my que ticn 7 Wheth~ to ~d the heart-ach~ and th .· thousand 

natural sheck th fle$h ,1$ (nei .... to? · !13 a Jew, Dr n~t 2B a Jsw?-that was , . 

my question, better put. ,' ,1 1 heu:Sft't, it seemed. a friend 1Q the ~rldl 

Something like the driving ,'slee~ :SurrQunded my l1f· . So might I not end 
I i 

thi tate of belong anly~ eSrtn:..1ncernat1an-.-....oIIL.IIL 
'( t , 

flesh being touched. 

and touching fle~ '~y~' putting the black hoad tit' hatred O~er my haad, 
~ I • \ 

always giving a woman le ;' ,th \ she had ,ever had before, after promising the 
" , ,j I ' 

" 

I 
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most? ,Give 1t to m~. let me hav ,itl they Shcut---andI oling to my 

, (Janties tb~t W;-B 11ke a ~hasti.ty-belt rQUnd me their elastic i.mmovable 

to th~ tearing female ha:nd . ' YS&t, thBY are' aware of someth1n.g---.som~ red....-

but, my I3Qd, to tear it, out Qf me. the painl I couldn't 90, t.tu:'augh it. 

It w~s always me with my lavishins kisses that seEIQed to s~duce. , aut in, 

truth ~ know it wae always she, wbaever she was! She rt ectad her J,ourney 
~-..., 

towards th~ vision she hadg11mpsed ;,iwIfttiHt , t Pert and I had to p~orm 

the cp ation' (.deservi,ng p~n1Sh ant") 1ch auld tear a hole in herrDutlns$ 

of du~eas which the year~ had made. I became the window in her self-

1P8I1fe prison ' A window in someon~ elsef:s life, what a dst1nyt But I 

CQuldn*t free her. y'ou can qnly. d~ ~ha1:; fQr yGbtt'self. She stayed in , 

prison, -yearn~rt9 fortha window again. after I had gone, aehing for the 

phone to ring again if I happened to be passing near by • onJ of my end--

l.ea Jet-trl.ps£ Ea t Fifth treet i twas at laslilt different Th!s was no A.p 
a, safe prisco. At the least 1 t w~s ,Pli~gatory. Far one thing, she was 

never quit~ 111<e the other ~men It even begsn tq seam, that she needed 

, m~ less than I needed her~ Aaron went on wi th his antiquarian routines, 

returning now and then to the apartment w1 ttl a rar-e Itrus~ crown of gold 

leaf or a head tli'edged from th$ Uberf, while l3hrdI waited fervently for 

the night.Sha said,The truth is 'only really told at ntght. In t~e 

fllorning he &lept,t and I wentt iJ:lto hSi" darkened room @omet1m~nd sat on 

~ her bed. .AlW$Ys t bad to ca:rry theA li*e w1 th . me wbieh I hav$never told 

to ,alinng soul - that 1 carne neitha:r as man 'nor woman, nor even as a ttd.:t'd 

creature., nor evert as the consur:nmation /of aU thes~J but as an enigma which 
P..u"~_~)1 . . 

-time mtJstsoon find out~ x. . a"'nr" ~ ~ould always get out of' a si tuat1Qn . ' 

bsfor,sthis enigma came lio e to m~I CQuld move C)A to! anotbE!l" ' family -.' 

d1 fa · nt from his., ,o'n my afm ,and l~ket:1 t me, aod I waa Qnc.~ more awar~ , 

of a pgVJ~ which at that t~1De : 1 cotJ~d on!'y call Israel. It poured into, 



m andl denly anted t slng certain a 

child. And sud ly 1 s 

' dgut. Th 

h ad 

d oorish Chant I 

gg1ng yself aero _ 

ural ck the f1 :1 

a w. ' hey wb ... ·"""'ed all 

th1 . ' 
ad at y var1 ty. It t th 

was at 
, < t bein eolv " tl";tat, I caul actual~y B 10 th rlq. 

t ltsoomars n ~1; 11k 

th • d f th · fin at' .. 

I had , I sudd ly 

eked, Am d ' ere soeak1lng 

Tor ar, Aki~ d veryth1ng 1 in ttl h of God axe t the f 

~n18t:i.me$ s , e t to him with, 'f . d. d I had to think hat out. 

my qu t1on .. of :Ii H w 

we • Ttlnlugh his help and hi ,Y. throU h his sets ' I a ed, 'I that 

aJ point of , 1 said, God told osee I th t 

x in one. I ardly slept 

b t s U in th . 'It I was ad to fa that th s 

light ' iNn tra1ght from marcy ,Hi help. 

pour it thrOugh the window wtUle ' X, 

((This is a I " • ccount of t ' 

ere the fir her nee h 

convert her.)) 

, that 

Vel" Y ffe I 

t y 

about pr ,)'er, not they 

• paned 

only it 

I had ' t ' bulge under y eyes', and,' as l ' ' d before, ' 

my , Your . ak are changing h · c , 
MedUsa. , y th h finger 10 my he~ ' 

d n 'danger 

of her er growing tnt man I . ~"'.:MIr. ttl . earings into sli 

He ch dthi t , 11 
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He ergy ,1 couldn i u de st d. , h , he asn't 

. n his rounds he r d massive y. . ((He1rl Aaro as become a, bQqk-
........ 

e.nt1quarian' aga1n») H tables wer plle with ca gues 

f happen to tiptoe through their t at .six ,1n the morning 

{,she au d be1nkin into her first 61 , ef th - day) · I uld h~ hi 

h:Ls pray s in an th roa adaep chant on one not 4 ,. I :i.mag1ned him 

..... 

Ii 



..,. 

-34-

awayin front aide to 'side. I felt it thr a oylinder 'of roteotive 11.sht 

round me. oUddenly I felt that I had never been born beea.us61 had a.lways 

been h~e .. an.d that I could neVEir d· e because I had ne-ver been ber", that 

birth and drath were only willed changes f stata in 'the body, and I -was not 
~~. 

my boay). His praye,rs w.en't through me Uke a vast charge of ·eneF9Y:t_reform-

1ng all my impulses" makin :a neat ,and for the f'rst time under~ an dab le, 

piu-ephra e of all the foggy ~etienees I had had in life. Then she WQuld 

call me ,$Qftly. I don't w t ,to Qe dramat1a and suggest th~t ehe tore m_ 

from my long Qve~due appointment with Gad, But sh~ did call me. She 

a_lwa~$ seamed to krlQw when I was , anderinabout. she alw"ys call-ed ,me back it 

5Qm Qne said to me once .. She'.s the only wioked woman I've met. It was 

preclssly this knowledge sbe -hati of ,other paopl~'s states" and her desire 

to oallthetn back, from their' transpart$, that roade her seem SD . She had 

9.0 all~erve.di.n~h all-consuml.t19 energy of se.lf-sJ:rojee:t1on · that was ltke hi s , 

energy of work. A headstrong. moody .• mumuring race.ae ,Drydsm calls'o 

them' 

One morn1ng ahe called It e and, l felt, noth1ng but p'lea,eure. , I went 

10 straight awCil". She waa, wide awake with the Qurtalns QloSed~ and the 
C\41'~iLc.. 

city ~ft"Qrn whi-chwe ' seemed o · deep,ly ' 'abstracted was beginning its appalling 

l1fe, , The papers talked about' war. ' AnQttulr girl was stabbed in Grand 

Central , park. But our little ,tabernacle was UQ$haken. I had Q(agun '\;(3 , 

fear ellen the $hort walk ta' the, deUcate$$en, ·not ,beoause Qf th~ fear hang­

ing Qvliir thrreetf1 but because outside wasn't .home. I began to IVIJIi( Uke 

e madman. I never ' worked SQ much in 'all. my11ff,ih I. had "ever felt ~Q 

safe--so frientenea--so.. unsafe 'I , That 5ent~oe puts .it deftly. The' 
'. 

more safety I feJ.t. the leas safe ' I seemed to be. , The safety Df the 

tabernacle was such that.:i.t made everywhere ,else fram Rumpelmayerfs ,to 

the Henry M111er theatre hostile and ~rtrange'., and as they ~e~med host11e, 

'" so home sefPlnedall the Plol'e.,:safe. . The' double aotion was mpst d1st.,.assing• 
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1 bag~ to ,..11.8 that her not e18lP,tng . ,~t n~ghi~~;~eme f~um baving toa 
,..... , ;," i if 

Uttl con:f1d 1 n the outside wt;wld. ;, I~{. ,ae, l\Ian a )dnd ofgodlessnsss. 

She couldn't bring herself to f 'a14, ~nto ,~he night's begutUng armsl So , in 
, I ' Aec:~ ,~ ~ 

her W'akef~lness. she was my . gus \ •. atwndrad atchful eyes.J you had to 

have so many, eyes to · pick up all ~he! faJ/s ' promises, the .m:Lty ailed by 
" 1",, // , ' 

smiles, the ins1(l1ously wrong ad . e,i, I : ' ' bl~ndlY cheerf-..ltnv1t tion to' 
! \1 , 

diaster that the world Dffered ,yqU~I, i\ Sha t ;ded me s . carefully as agardan. 
" ,~ 

If we dined separately her firstql\les~Qn an my return, in ttl middl of the 
:!: : i)., " , 

night was :inbriably" ,Now What rUb, /':, (,hav you bee"eat.1~g? t CaMe tmcara 

more for lOY body, Taking a ttath ,dn~:' ul~lng. runntng a , down my chest 
, I'·,· 

\, 

(I will not' say bosom)" I thaugh~ '" 0' i: ~a ords 'you are wasti1rlgthe taber­
'\ 

neels ,of your sou~ •• 
.. 

, i 

when I ,went into her that , iner "rt9 she said in her sltm 
", ,I ' 

afr~d to disturb the air and at up t'~slstance to ~he' stra1,sht • haft of 

her will. VJpuld )tou 11ke to U ' dOwn?, i ' I stared at her. : \ X'm wi ~.~ awak, 
, , 

I saifl, m~ ' day"s beginning:1 All the better. she said. 1\ '/ day', beginning 
1 I," \ 

too , ~"Ct she patted the bed' at, her side. ' Iturn'ect tl,V~~lY towards the 
\ '\ 

door. '; $ ff": to lock it I: but she shook , ,her ,head. st1ll ·.~. ' ! want to 
I " ' \. 

put , 'a1,l lilY :' Je els and spangles on YQU she said. Sh ," h,d th all at her 
; , ( 

, sid£i. ; ~~ I ~e began to clothe 'me' in them prec.selYJ 'as ! "e did h'", ~ It 
:' \" . ,/'; J " 

as an ~x~ . repet1 tion of his movements. fhe to,Yen ,of! ':every 1',., 1 or 
.' J \' ~,/ ' ('!; ... \- • 

PQliSh~d:;'! o'\, 'd surface was like a message. under.lioed', 6,y/,h "' gaze~\ floating 
i ,! lV ' .' I ", ",: , ' 
f.l:<"\ ,,' , ,\) , ' , 

over l1}e ~ " SUm eyes. I thought for ,6 moment th t /~ :"Rieant to battle 
, • , ,I \r , 

withAhe'~iC round my middle, but it was onl)'~ 6e )' ~'~ '~st touCh of 

ae(h4Fd. \ i· qstas :l.f she were rnoeking my fears.! .. ~ ': a~:'~~Vering with 
I, Jt .. ... " ~ " 

axe1 .: "\ . t~i ... and hen she fell asleep I was lying th, ,"j UAk~, 
/ . \ 'of~' / " ,(" I 

• / . t",;., " • . " lJ ! . ..' 

~ a ~e ), ,*~s shop" and shinl.og with sweat., And i~ ~ ' alke . n 

.~eut +- J/~ . even while she slept. seemed to ~o"~t~.~.~~' impo \. '~ n' 

,( )pf .. ·111$. ;'.:~UOUsly I edged my elf into a Sitti!l~".~ ::, ' i'1orl terkf1ed of 
' \ ',' " / i "I. 1 
I\~" ,!,' ! \ [' ):'" '1 
V~I , '," 'c' " ~ . ' 
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'dark room, to wher ' $he was a1.tting. 

: i atth er slim smil that"my baart wee OlD. the ,bell ' and 

th ' fan:' ttJ cool gypsylS lust. 
A~ 

, Sametlm") wa ' d1s~bi"Uly cryptic. elkinl 
I.J-(... 

ell tho 1. ought to 'nttl dbWn somewh , " build ah0tia8 (1t·w '·' b"or., ~ 

had ' f' und the 'island) and he ad.d" his hand lal aver h1s ' unch. ,hils 'Check 

ahirt open ' at th nack (or ratA . down to ' th,a nay 1). Did you kn ' the ' the 

QJ'd . -amity occurs nly ttnc in the - bla7 And tbat ' wa the .. 

"wn .• he ' said' &tnin; of ,thi !flftdGr 'el ay ,., ten d ' .0$,' 

wtd. ering, down" he phone. ' , I b8gaA to ndar if the 11 'wasn't ,il atgn 

to nat ' '11 tGn tea him too ' d , 1y. ' Someon ' 
c.t _ 

' a 'trtnlt .. , ,and, that fear .. ,h OIIb' b ' the other two. 
&.6 . 

It ' .. d"""andingl, tb hardest , f thre to gat: rid Gt. " Ii., sOdl • 

andh ••• d to argu . fear, 0 , him. I iH looking 80 fl 

11k. , ' fri;lrt1la' b y in ' th morning can: 'Umad 1t or me. , F 

Ugh ' but ' f.lCh1ng mov .... . ' as $hG' cros.a. the ro '. in ttl ' s1 . eh ' Qiad . 

dam "" d tb ' curtain$' a cib-ty 

tnetall~c9l'aY.sS'. that a ' ~g &boutl Hatred 

and ' eune mUst fou.owl And f ' 11egan t " feart "f , "1, tb aD ,enying 

was' 'dragg-

ft, ha- ' 

*aw h«b" .QUt of it again,, ' bfafora he had ,t "chad a pot. · This 1 d' , 'some 

quietly talJrJttdi BCtiIn • d 'tti.eookof' the II waS .d ·t ', the ... ted 

' iJ1aahe. .ien a1t~ all ' ~,bkea ftwo houra to prepara,,(don ·· his way) 

'$1 , d to . Peal'. Ttl wa nci/PPap'r-sbaiU-on., · What I did w snIt dQn 
, ~ . 

ln' ' mean stat '. Gt' tn1nd. · Simply t:, t my' 10\1$ " OJ" her anted 1;13 spar har 
,II ,I ' 

hoUrs of ~~. Once. //W 8 , about to mention h1Jn I leaned forward 
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and in one heavy mDvement which now bring' the eight of leaping purgatorial 

flam .. to my mind. I topped her mouth with larg k1. ,. 

I ran_bar that ki as perhaps the mat atan1ah1ng of my 11fe because 

it held no un'ud.1iarlty far me. I felt lea inhibition with her .• naked or 

olgthed, th n with 8"yon I war knew. , And tbisaamad to prave all the 

re what my husband said t that sha .aa a J~J however gentile her origin. 
c.:...-

She had simply found her Jewish birth with us. And the secand strangest 

thing about. that k1 (in a long repertoire of strange things) wa that I 
" 

wore nevm" to make love to 8 gentile agai·n.My father would be horrified 

at the idea ·but I f 1 t 1n that mQmant Sad kisaina JIl8~ yas, the Shech1"8 

himself I Afterward I t~ght ~ what D1~t1ma of lIantine1a told Socrat s 
J:'" 'W"'i 

about the n ture of lOV~ qpamoQ f~r conveying me.sagas from the gods 

to our Iv .. , and back again .bacauee GOd did not mix with man .; eo He needed. 

end we naadad, is way far me ... g.. to go back and forth! And I knaw that a . 

m s.g we. being ~nv.y8d to ma in that ki s. It made a ebuddar go through 

9Y .Uf. (I don't mean through my body). Everything 1n the apartment 

changed for m , my friends ••• ad to have different namas, I could barely 

ran bel" the life I had led an hour before, I picked up my eld 11f from 

lStgn • 1 tapped my way with blind Man , . ,tick bat •• en objects I had b an 

lOOking at for twenty y ara. I went to the kitchen to tart ·the evening 

mea1 add then forgot why I WBe there. and found ·my elf talking to her instead 

1n another roam, with the cartaine dr wrt against the light .• and the ikons 

end the Byzantine mosa1c shining. 

I began not to be able tD bear it when his key turned 1n the lock and 

he laid 88m. new treasures on the tabla, and she went back to nex- comer 

and wetQhad him with her lim smile a · if he had frozen her womb. How 

man-and-w1f aver cam. to bacon,caivad I cannot lrnaginal Surely society 

1a.,a d such an 1dee? The height nat1mply of ab urdity but ·of· impose-

1.'111 ty that a woman auld ever ba thought to be able to l1va---should 

ever think heraelf able to liv......-w1th. of all craat~88. a mant I have 
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watched &0 many coup 1 a8, in my 11 fe without under tand1ng what went on 

b.twa., them. How ·her' oftnsss. 'her' fertilising largesse ever tom-

bind 'with 'his' nervous and fitful damlRHring I could no more ae than I 

could s.. the coupling of dogs and angels. Ewery home I entered gav me 

the same shock of SUrpr18~ow coul~ .uch manstrQusly appo it cr~tures 

IIP,end a, 'momant, let alone a ·lifetime, together? It .eemad to me a mo t 

appalling 1mbalano that had been tolerated far the purposes ofprogen1 

alone. I , beUeve that ~h8 ancient c1v1Ueation managed to avo1d it by 

not exte1ding that quick roqaon the bad, needed for ch11ctlatrtb, 1nto a 

Ufalang perversion of natur ' ~ Tbe women laved women" th .. ." man. It 

was 1n Raman time", namely during the degeneration of Greek cultLQ-8, that 

tb1s began to change. And the ~i~l~R¢ca' 1St, was allowed fully to diffuse 

It •• lf into apnstrous Ectal hab1 ts und .. Christianl ty. whiCh in respect. 

of the d1 .. o1p1.1nea and ri tuala of daily tif. was ill degeneration of the 

:Romen,1 ~n the !!!!!. society the twa types ofer_tara are quite separate---

they regard th ..... lvae as aaparat · • and . ave and th~nk separately (t The 

her_ I far fn:am baing a feature of . the maltreatment of women • . was the1r 

realisation (I em . :s.rs they 8KChangad mora thrille b.etween themeelve& than 

they did at the aocomodat1on of any circumci ad rod). 'Tbe Jawtsh world too----

suraly the rule 0' natural 8.arot~an &a held? I taJ,k,d to her about 1 t. 

1 mentioned Socrates (Whom '$hIlQiIU'8l)..tIlE!RlIII~ to have heard of) and watched 

her while I .8lt through Alclb1adas· apaeoh where he daacribes the fir$t . . 

t)'PS. of mankind, before ~a gods d~Vl.ded th ____ the three types t the mal's. 
, I ~ .. 

the. f'tma18 and the androgynQua or. mixed. All. theee creatures had twa 

'a088, pointing apposite waye l with four aara, fOlIAr a%'me and four legs t . 

and tWQ eexual members aa~h. They were ·completely r-Gurtd, and could h~p 

about in the molt: e..tonlshios way. Some of tA ware twa.ale in one. 
, . 

w..&ot<. 
otharal.two females 1A one. , And ~h~, ~h:Lrd war a mixture. Homar describes 

how twa of these powerfUl ereatur&a, ;;Ot)'S and Ephialtes, dared tQ c11mb up 
~ ", " 

to htlava1 and were !tear to _bh~tU.tn,U 'the gods. Then Z.8US struck on the 
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id ' at waekan1ng thlm by aUc1ng them in hel'.. He cut down the m1ddl 

end got, APQlloa tri" t their 'ac~ round h ther way 80 that they war 

on the sam .-.d , a8 the flat or cut action. 1 \(ing the .genitalia at the 

back. ~Ql10 then.. tbe akin round and knott d it at th navel., and 

the the JOb.8 thought '0 b finish d.", But the seve d creatures felt 

oh a da _ fiPhy1scal loss that th f began ta yearn f r each oth ' . The 
males. 

mal.. Wh had been evared from male clung to •• " •• , thef'emal Who had 
, ' ~.r f 
been ~ 'romd clung 0 d as, while the mixed lot bagan' tQ cling 

, A , IT T 

to ae.ch other. Every "8, 'we. . in auch 8 p1 tiful state that th . gods had , to 

do aomethlrrg drastic. They tum d the . ex... 1 memb round to the front, 

end th~ 1 •• 'began to generate~" de the famale inet- d of on the , ground. 

a8 formerly. I watched her all the While. . Sha emiled. I think the 

,point 'pt hama to hart th t the e first ereatur who ,h~d been (:Qmplete, 
, ;. .. . 

four end, four lege. wara th an t scale h vent and that by being 

d1vid d thay wera -eakened., and that ,by ba1AQ' ~v1ded further; into mal 

and tamale, thfIY W8r8 weak ad f'~~her, and that the yearn n ' of 1 for 

mala and f ' 1. for f .8 1 mor approp te to our de tiny. I nt d 
I 

to rush into tMir 'apartment and Uke Hamlet abo t. I say we, vd.ll ha\l no 

mc:Ir8 marr1ag a I 'I ooulcdA t1: bear the &ira' the place wben thsy were . 

tog ther. X went from chair tG chatr, opened all thw1ndow. I sk d , 

my altho. lang the imprisonment had to be bom"""""_ imprisonment 
, t 

An" aha alway pad lie actually saying 1t--w1th hand 0 ar my mouth .. 

I ppo , thl' a. the generative ord - of av ta---love of b~ breeding 
e. 

fur of him, bra,ding ha .. d af him, br~ng shame. 

• why w should be alhamld to hate ana h eaid, Because you ar hatln,g 
_ S 

your. al,. I couldn't under.tend that. 1 'tried to 10 e the'~ od of· hi 

key in ih 'doOP, and los ay.elf in the l1·ttle bit af gloring terracotta 

he put down , an th tabl.e, but! alwaye caught her eye .EJ.F.'dthegenraratl v 

order aflov .. fear-batewae aflame a Bin, the apartment ,was afirel 

I thrill d at wery new piece of \I101ence1n the papers. I would 



.. ,41 -- , 

have cDmnl1tt any larceny , imply to object1fy my feelings. 8& them" on 

other ,faces,1 Destroyers are those destroying .. themselves' In: my crying 
~~ n4-~ '. 

,fits 1 called aloud ,to myself_In l"8 have 0 gon~?",' meanino myself. ,And. 

Will they aver let me go? i: meaning would lever lettham go? And all this . , 

tim ,1 really bali v th f p$rC8ived no ffaring in me. , SUffering drama-

tises my face. renders, It haunted Uk. ona of those lat~reek ~Q 

hE3ad • w1th eyes aghast. , -They toak th1 'ar my r,eal fElQ . • I ,had never 

befor ' bean afraid of' m dness. Now purGatory thnsataned ,t pass into hall, 

,where the , 'uz:ning is nC longer voluntary t and fi has no cessation I In my 

eking moments---I m$M., , when ! opened my windo at du~. it might be, 'and 

suddenly woke up to my 11fe, and looking down into ,the street surveyed:! t 
~ 

all like the t1ny leg..eplay" f'i~es b, 10 ...... 1 waS tlcklad to see how a 
,. ! • ~ 4 

ort of th logy as , gro~ng 1,:" m~, whe:r8fAS until then church hed bean 

imply a'es'thet1 for ma • . ,'·· 1 could RO ,lonsar . trust m.y powers, Therefor 

I had to resort to more p,awerful source Df power than my ownn"Jde h_1 th. 
G tr 

He ~1"U~dtQ enter the ElII'ai:tm,ent of an evening with a ~are fi-nd, hta ',pwt 

h12 ann round my neck as warmly end conflden~lr a ever ( as he mad too?). 

abOY • . allt:.. talked about her when she Iilen't there" pnd·stng her t;lntil I 
..,,,,",,-

ClQtlld have knoCked h1m down. ' , ,If t $,a l!It' putting spangles and brocades 

on her ~C1W I gave her a , ,,Ugk~$d look ,~ the other room and ~oomedto~11y 

out of the apartment. She \. oUld$n11 frQm the ba~lways the smile' ' 
i \ ~ 

X wonder d one day f ' when he fall over e. cha1r and , . ant sk1dtU,n,g al'on; the 
, ' . 

floor with a k¥~ 11'1 his :har:!l:I; (trttat hilll to h ld iroft 1n such a .ay . . 

that 1t wasn't even scrat9h ~,) :. ,X wondered he d1dn't know it tw~sm;e !1Jtinq 
I ' , ' , 

!b And ther 

~
dn 't 'iiwallow up tmmBd~&l~ 1y ~ftsrwards. -r 

-'.J...-_ -t , + 
~ V" ; (- b i\' •• t~V~. ,,01 salbtl, t J" 

" 
'I' 4 .. 

11 !t 51 I. Ihe at Wi 'V ,J' . i.'''~. ' U', Nih HM6.2Z2c2) i ,1 'ikk" , It; 
. I. ; 11\ I • 

~ Ii .. 10&11 .. , . .. I ", .... M'" bAH :r -I'l' 1ii 111 tgbt(ij bui 'd8 ift§.,.g 1'01, }f iN eas ,PiYh' e J • - - .... 
\ 

\ 1 

;' ':\.," 

.1 



~-

.. 41 (2) -

have thus, 'b en treated to '8 desCl"ipt1 ' n of her life with th 

aIvani d · 
. to a n form by her d 

$ 
It II int " tin that ehe m .t1Dn 

b bringing sh 

b -to lam, :Lle bringin ttl 

m t~ ulU~;:w.cl How ruth, ... CK~D.I., 

AndAaron J 

y hav p _ d ,this ~- ............ -...... or 

provOked :1t h .... ,·,..,.· ... ,.. 

*b 

ire far • the CJ . • • 

~. 
JIa d S e 

snarne t , ecstatic . d 

Uest "lane 8 

ly h ~e 

d it f 1 -

partie 

1n ttl moe V1 . d SaNSS, happ t without it happening physi 11y1 Where 

hi do nat craat n events ' _t n dr • 
19' latter ' . ps bly more' potent .• 

ow. all thi • is ree ving little n t f 

villa . , th road, and ,ratumtng' an wers. 

v yed Y the 

n 

n maidt"'iran~. r by 

by CaSsandra or h 

hth. d b t 

ull), 

15 

~A'N1 to th 

But the eting do ' not happen It 1s 'plann d 0 ten 

or th other t the 

_ .0, ~-. · .... ,ut anyth1ng ' 

to be a118d by 

lut " ut. Thu th ughts can drive p~ • .",.;; 

n9 be .. 1 :ween them I d since 

other 

minds. ~ op 

·n . .Jo in th fabri 

QoIot,,.wgtion betweaen SOphia. and his wit. H ~hat t , SOphl now. 

• n· or h1m. blocking hi · e 

i ,all hear from him ,later. ly C 88& to b this 
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'dark unta1n' #'I him en, e suddenly steps into-his hou e after ~ ~t.ot 'J 

five orsevan years .II:I:I.aaa and thout a ulla be 0 ns raving about 

s~te - ahatma._ t is. er actual presence spels the thoughts that 

have b pili g up in i ind. Q onder dictators c1 do~n cn 

thought........ By gn1se their potencyl t th Y do not recognise 

1s t t en n9 th to frightened 11 ce render them far, far ore 
~ 

ent I Suppress rell an 51 its child art. where our thoughts range 

mas bolly, d YOU o of he sp ers, but as he 

u identif able. d h d not 1":9 to y apart from this. 1 not y 

who h we. 

Thought aN ind d th key t QPhi t s 1JBI~ pre came t. In the 

H e hou ' ld, b in th Harlem ys, nothing li e 'fear, hat and 

h v them. In fact. her reveren ail c 

earns ind1cat h$PY period, before violanc b ok 

end it hit the N York stre ts. phia as ing od ney at 

th orking arne ere perhaps the de -

t e had. though n ne 0 th are record here abel returned f 

her bakery at 

l1ng th t J 

• It must av be a at nge m ag, d I hav 

f It clos to So hia as he had never felt elos to 

be e. It s a rev latta for him. his first "ntroductio . ; to • to 

Ellr .at editerranean. H ssily n v a: am 

'6 ffair with hi · fe. I C aithi afi' · r happ ed. 

00 t buil re pdtl of thou Sophia. Just 

de r1bed, th t 

her in tum. 

her f a1 hatred of th husb d. and hi hatred , 

he went on thin ng of her a 

.B: close . r1 d. h in iably a ad husband in such a situ tion. 

y 

h t he 

,M",'"a 

your wife?, and the husbandts miled. Of course 

h1vr do n her ins. mee ahe re lly did bel:t.eve 

condoning an ff .. ile 1n fact. for h1msel • he was 

hits 
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Jack al 

P h~s dfs had 

, the r th, and as , f bearing ut 

WWc;;UU.Q ane of th f , for urv1ving hs hatr d 

us sh e about coming betw 

V t tnE~SB 

• s the 

10 ad 

t for her 

ve narr t1v ( 

in tt;t memo!')! 

&ilene about th 1 • and or her 

An~IPblDent ( ~ere lif was uation to th$ 

ok arne· at at e d d n to them, 

elf O:i.5tA:l'l"HJ: 

*' '* 

, poi antl vivi that I r9'ru:mmered 

_ hame or th pain. a 

can I __ ._in it? Othi~ .,0 Wher before I d '10 t' 
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painful sp1sod • these new mnes 1 regurgitated in the silenoe of my bed-

room and trt_d to spell ' th out. In other word I wa be¢.nn1ng to fa ~ 

a de t!ny take hold of my ~1fe. Isn't that exa~tlya definition 01 p~g­

aUtlt'J. wharstbe inmates enter voluntar1ly. burn ' themselv valun aril),,, and 

derive a neet deliria a satidaotioA fl'am their' awaraness that .nothing of the 

pain is wasted, but la1d tQ tile benf1t of some my ter10us aonstruc'tton.? 

It we like all my paat life being burned pilI , felt ~hat no,thing $caped 
It.. '.) h A~ ' . 
•• ' 9szatand. feeling t~s. I exam1" d myself ,mar m~Rutely than I had ,$v" 

dane bator " J tu discover' if the ,d1aapprQval ,I aS$amsQ them to fa 1 ,as Just-

'if'1ed. And yet I cWinot remember an incident Where they showed m direct 

di . fJPProval. It wae always in a glance a sUght tum!ng away. a tru.ncation 

of the talk. If I lang I f It ~ sang too ·much and to lou'dly.1f I didn't ~ 

I , J. t I wa baing cold. I am sa naturally . e'f\.tslvef I knmr as 1ff:rom birth 

tbat the simplest ge~~ kiss. or e wam hand On the shoulder--are the 

ones thatCOttnt with people (avan when they find 1t a bit Cheap:!, that t"er 

we no danger of my old friends noticing the terrible operation going on inside 

B. Thus their famUiar . lane ,wer , . like tbose concavetnirrors that taI< . . 
VI . rmol seenli.( I c uld $I! Illy f'or'IIIlSr eelf 1n their eyas. and d1 COVISr how! 

uttet'ly distinct it was f .1'Om the ,p Son X had became. Every u1ght my heart 

led Yp dth indignat10n at the accusations thea t np ftaend ,were 

glancing inta me. I wasn'j dece:Ltful' I asn't ,out tQr self-ga1nl 

~vag. l ,And after ,an hdur ~f this, 'eatin' ,f, I would lie back 
. " 

and· realise quit cooUYf that it was I my 1f who had den theaceus,tng. 

that I we W1d$l' the most a~te self-.exam1netton otroy U 1'. My earnings 

'bad· gone down It weaso, easy :to , spend hEll' the day in the seml-darkn •• 

of h b dream talkl,ng to her, and 'half the night talking 1ntothe l3hone. 

The hours PlSlved into each , other. As my sem1ngs went down t beg-an to 
~f~J ' 

depend on J.t:t-t. more and more, to feel obliged to them'. And th1s increased 



m 
humblest intentions, I had to acbaPtz. H ~ brought/new b" in contacts_ 

'1'h~tcbJbled tb abligat1an. whi#h , dowblad ihe dependence. 

He U ' ad to murmur to himself mattn.. e. 'fidct1ah lamertt Which for months 

I c:oultl nat ~ndarst;EUl~The Sh8Ch~na is in GQlutryf In such a wioe I Ort 

'tley lilt! tranelfltact it for ma, 1n '. whLsper, as foll wsl th ' Hol), Sp,1rl, t 1 .• 

in f£ld.le. t h~d 'thi word 'texil .. t so often. "A paapl ' tn BMtle, and a 

God ~n ,axil 'I It fie natural, I euppas • that I $howld becoma on exll ' 

with them, 8J1d Uk an ,epd,la mall my Ufa 1nto aocount. and ba ' n 'to wo.n,Glst' 

'on w_t valu ! could possibly bas,a 8 Uf. It seemed to ~m. n that hith-

erto 11f had:i.mply been l1ved form, thfl amal.SElm of vanQUIS influences 
, , \ 

·1 had ,n V..-, .toPJNd to queat1on. I began to p~ 

tally my angUished and ecstatiC yowttt. Ii;' was a ples.swr'tl to .. amber, ' ~--.J, 
~ , r~~'~ '~ , t**=l (U) '~ •• '~mr new thaol,oQ1oal austeriti ' . . ' &mad 

) ~::F~~,~'" ,-, ---~ 
. Q8S1~~OW~ thfl'ti'"fiiidlb ..... = ,cmrted throI.Igh ~ V8f11iUarI !Wle 

, on th ab ' 'ldars of gondBl1EW~v_' tbe run of a $UPeril Bermuda mans1,," 

Q1' a ~tch ad.U1Qna1n for a Whol 'tt!Jfa# to ,antcriein aa I liked. ,at his 

. en ....... invit.ad UO an intimate dinner by the president, o' a 'South American 

'republio aftar he had gltmpslld me f~tn hi' Qar (surround. d by D"'trider~d). 

It Was Uk- Baaing a masa1.c, its d~et1t aton g~ld and Sbqwunari.I18fIi ....... · 
I , ~ •• ' • '. 

,it l31~ d ,ttefora my eyes'l so far awa)', ,8o claar. .xel~".lw' Wiswel • 

. with AU th . eoaqmpany&ng Sonds and .... +Srtnt lind at tlte cU_ Qf 

that ' )'owns l1fe uh ~ shrewd. lazy oreatureWho .at 'me up in bust" , ~~ ~ 
, ~,~. r:wl ' ' 

lth~t WOlDen. 110 lot.rJTQ yot;Ing. 18 ~t the tOP of' my UBt. Whart r aman)'Wber 

maar th North Afrtcan. $~oard. She settled in tangtars \Vb.., 11; W$ tOll· 

, ,anti ethics-free. She k'apt, three ' ,or tour ,servants, and wat .. pound dOWll 

'08$0$ tn the dQoNay ag~n$t the heat, in. the 'y;rkt$h way. Har 88nlanta 

w~ted for her to g.ttinmk~ Jw t like Lady Hester Stanhope in, tt., Syrian 

garti,". 1n order to staal her v~uables. I did What t gOUld to get her 
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, ettled in there with me. Whenever. I appeared ~n Ta"gier$ sh ' staged a 

heart attack, to keep me a weakloJ1ger than schedule. Lying down \'11 ttl her 

I11)W 1 remember her buge breasts a, they wQretwenty ar more years agg, 

alwas fresh from being handled by a young boy. At thai; time. it was a 

f1 ' in village. She had, a marvellous succession Df sa11or-bay ...... I . 

mecan .marvsllau beca~se af' ttl tr app~ce. not the sUOC}eSa:Lo~1t ,look d 

as if heav~A. had opened up and r,aleased a m\.(ltlt de of new angelic . 
~ 

. ed.men~right and blond or dark and wistfUl or fir.ce and freckle~ 
. '. ft 

and sometimes for twa whole ""ighte. she would : ·ail to come down to the 

saabQ8r'd J'estauarrt. having too much an !;let' hanas" I am sroiUng a\ all 

this, . p~l~ b~ause it 1$ all a.n~ther u,~, partly nth quiet astonlsh.mant 

(triUmphant toe ) that she should ever have WaRted me, wl ththls file of 

fish~ays and broth ' .$ of girl servants to .keep her senses fascinated 

n1aht end day. aut I was young and r vish3.ng too--a black angel. perilep 

a damon' That isn"t quite the rigbt descriptiQth I was .9emae1llns' 

A dark. laugtUng forcel I sang, t play.ed the gtdtar. I talked $0 cleverly 

in any language south of the Alps, and the, P),%,eness that :1 won a rapt audienc 

at the snap Df my fingers wherever I was I was never wi tty_ l: talked at 

the heart of things. I made J'saple feel I had touohsda secret epr1,ngl 

But I could only do that if I had anabject1:vs, 1 -mean 1f there was a 

·prom1 inS' woman about. Oh ,I 1rnprs asci, always.. SLlt. mven tbat 'promise" 

1 feU into stlparnatt..tral hand$. I wasspellbindingJ I might address· e~ 
'~ 

~ngta her husband or boyfr1ends·t , Eft stUl my message went hom . 11 

the bOyfriendt. \ the worl'c1 , are! unable to save her from llaraelf. ~et. 
yet 1.t was al vays me who paid dth flames, while she found only the pleasur ....... , 

the ki$sas she had not thought ,possible befOre-the ecstasy of being loved 

by a congenial and nat an oPPosite being! When I see pnotagr8JJhs .of' myself 
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fit that ege, wban% hear the little amateur ntcoJ'dings of In tti.nging in 

SOlD "shermen • s bar. % em aatonlshad at the dynamic xci tement t ,t all 

Qonvays. the promise af samath1ng that has nat bun, known since ancient tim .. ' 

Paople can hardly call me a thing of th future, g1van the tdnd of futwre 

most of U$ envisage, namaly the .,d of the world. b",t they can and do call 

ma anoiant. They an us, d to PGl1te ,axohangesbetwaen paapl • and th ' 

domination of strong p rsoaal1 ty, b t when I marne into the roomt ...... 1 t 18 a 

prQ8rlQ8 that defies sll the accepted ,Jbathods, of hlAmeJ1 cQlallNn:Lcation. that 

offers no new and ask$. for none, that eiq:Jly..-glDwingly--throbbingly---

1. ' I , bursting tnto the flat and ord1nat')' eam~ of life 80 that paapla dis­

cov what thfwll huJPao arManaa 1s, and how ''- shOt't of thi anoient 

phenomenon thtl)' ttlemelves and their friends fallJNaw this iSA't •• If. 

flattery. It 1s $1 .. 1y what they tell m81 EspJlC1elly th wQlQan---el.l 

but. "'. flattest of warn." 'Th men •• it 1;00, from an am,",ssd, sometinr s 

frlghtened, ..... time hostU. distance. ,No iIiij .. posing this breath­

taking pr ana. which harks back to the Etruscans • the Phoan1cians. tnB' 

""" 
Bebylan1M • SU,pp.oaingi$ sysa XAY a kiss and closes its erma round yau 

&m~'1nd8 ,cu, wiler )'Gu mstanJay to b 'found, .nat boy, what fila of 

boy , thOllgh ,.8188 d at that moment from the blinding bowels If haav.n. 

could d18pwte it far place? Yaa, the boys continu to be utif""l, 

shaeont1nU8. to dandle and dally with ttl • but th 'entire nervous ystan 

has received a sheCk whtCh sends a dislocating shudder do_ into the •• ue,l 

f'agiOI1. The f1sher-l:;JQYs go on pllr'fanRtng tha:Lr pull-end-tbnu5t 

gpwatians bUt the aupparting magio bea uon~d ttyeryth1nS 1 ori ntatad 

towards III Uke the faces of the sunfloww$ to King S\l.n I 

Vsa, ah told about that womart. I think l'y _ ""an an hare 

HOw ah had fjJQlden hair and lay in bad till BOon. What $be d1dn t t tell 
(Ca-waNf.,..'-. • 

me was that the f:1eh~DYS continued to file to) b -,d, atteP har init1ation 

into the, Saphian 8Cstaa1ss t Sha m1 .eeI that b:1 t out I Sh aa1d the bo)'~ 
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ceased. Now sh_ tells the truth. But this ~th in no' ay undenn1nes 

the power ()f thQS8 Sophian stasi ,as ' &h i~t hav thOUght oncs • 

. Aftat' that Ides. snatched D ' ,s~ddenly lnthe ki tehan, not anly ~ body 

QbaAged bUtr my husband'a tao. For aha Olade rna ' tU;Jed hill .. 1JIOr8 than beforel 

And I can wall understand that the golden lady nS ded her fUher-bQ;Ys, mol's 

than before. having bean perfectly at1mt;llatadf My hueband fo nd to hi. 

sati faction an increase. of f :arvo'ut"an my a1de .at a time when he thought 

~ --

ro~ 

such a thing phy10aUy 1mpaas1bl.. Unknown to hi • h1s attSFltlans,.l now J I~flj 

completed an act already . tarted ~in his absenc.! H no longer timula't' d 

mel (Lo.v$l.y contradictionsl) That as nat within: hi .po er any more. I 

was already stimulated' . The magto bad already begun warldng in my blood, 

and hi$ p,erformance was like a dinouemsnt. neatly wrapping up all the earlier 

inttmate 'fervours into aaurta1n drop. 'the· mara bs excited ma, the lesa his 

valuta· to me became. h1 I caall that the work 0' an exalt.d creaturel 

a have often called h it w1tchsinca j but of course w remambar , er 1" 

our heart of heart' a a pre inantly clean C Wl"e her teeth, her 

nails. h~ breath, her fine sk1n., Yet whirl my hU6bMd calls her -the 

marri(!ga-Greaker' f I $gl'aa. It is no mc:ara than 4 hlJr destin),-- I hav 

it ~Parf doz tim. . the mat'riag..-br$akins. but stUl SCIIIIIilthtl1g _1 tad 

1s go1.nll on. What she ldid to us, and I suppa& . tt did ~eak our JDarriag8, 

1n ·the tissues of the lQve, had· something .expansiv. about it. a matter 

Of fact f , think t now hate her. Sh lied and dt'd us a gr t deal 'of damage. 

Sh pouz-ed scam on us in her .. dles8 talking s a10ns with herp-Gllyglat 

friande. Yet I hay to repeat, against my *'11. that the alemant of exalt­

ation was never lacking. I would Uke to d troy hart intha. eansa that X 

WQuld b. 'happier if she wars nat around, but I know I .ould b ' destroying 

an exalt d faro ,and hat I. would have to. pa~ f r th1 ev aaPhinsas Wt1. 

dQed accaes to the lIoly regions bY :.thB Mgsls aftSll' II . haful1ad Zimr1 and 

l<osb1. 
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I ,wonder' if, wh~ sh says ~flt. sh ranembers that she knows about 

those angel ttlraugh me alan, her h~aband? As a metter' f fact. ~d 

aUowed p.b1neas ;1" after soma dbate. Pi!"Ma bad EfipplX been ~ . eeau;Sifil!i!!:­

Miracles had b work d, 0 ~at, Zimri and Kasbl $hould be found ,&n:rfllEMla 

sJil&tq. Sheknow&t pWClwn wife. that t do nat haid hw blamal'usl Perhaps 

.1 aboulGl ha~, .p·layad ·~hiA_ with th both, I Leah had )1ila, that WIN tender, 

,and I beU.v8 thScrtptar could hElve added "tender wtthSGrTOwt---the $arrow 

of B. people defiant ,in ca,ptivtty and weak j.n prolPerit~' 1'hl$ sorrow has 
t , 

alway. bean in my eyes' Is that why ' ........ the nam :6Ophia ls Ub the 

br - th af' death far m.........celled me patriarchal $0 often? It ...... wasnt·'t 

entirely my beard. My wife -is right that. I ,did ,not clSfu'tly know, 1n the 
~ 

gent1~e 81 Of clarity. that -h ,(my wi,fa), came toj SV'al&ht fJUl the arms ' 

af tbe oth ons--hot from tlle other ,an ........ t th ' vary thnishQ~d of sat .. 

1 faction becaus of' the other one" But 'my body---the bOdy of m, rac~ 

saw 1 t. . My 8OXTOW saw 1 t. Arid 'wheri I spread m1 skirt over her as Soaz 

au over Ruth ott. th. 'tht1t$hlng floOr the Jgy was compcaunded w1tb ~th1ng 
" ; 

that I!?umed at the h~. tAat 'tntens1f1edavan the Joy because 1t was the 
, '.' t;~!j w:+-

oppoe1te elf jCl)'f .. 1 OOtIld ,no 1on;erSlll'(j a 80aa d1d to AIItb when eh lay 

at t4s ~d8" thate\l~IlR. knn she .as a v1rtttovs womaq. UAfd.l thetA %' 

had thou.gIlt , of her ,as a ldAd of RU'~h 'WhO had cama to her God ,reletiv 1y 

~ta., baring ,1aln 'w1thgen~ile.. And '11ke Rpttl .Sh8 was, now ftbe. fulfilled .,... 
on.-. end as bJolilw IS · Pklth beciaun $1'1 .. had UWtild with her ~N/IItIIII~ until 

% came along, and Eua bl s ,' d b~a,* ~.di ... gett'.d tth yovng .and the 

rith" fqr m " for h rawn ,a.1 ,' . ' She 94\1., m ftne chUdreA. late in m1 

Ufe,' etta qu1ckly d1ac;averad that I am ane to call mrsalfa Jew f~$t 
"'-

Md a male a_and, • ,Jew f1rst and ,a b"eband second. She knew thek1~d of 
. I 

IlaCrifice that m8CU1t. end 'P~8 h. father, thr- marl, ·~ harfbr 

tt · Now, wh $he ~am .: in: ta ,m agatn, and again. aftar that third c:raature 
'I . 

haG EIr:lftterad our Uvea, ~tl Was It,ke a second marriage--a pleasure eo un-

1,; i 
~} 
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tamed that the marrow of my bones was all but suoked out and I felt a 

~entury old aft~aJ'ds. aoh1ng and perplexed. as if I had . dona' tlothing Qf , 

my own wU~ but in a deliriQ.usly th~lU.ng way been used, Th" ane1Br.lt 
h--.L 

sorrow in me tOldJthat I Wc;iS enJoy1ng something l1ke Solomonls goad fortune, 

that we;Sfl.O glad ,fortune. ir1 the end She was a harem fQX'" me Solomon '.t s . . 

dtAsky Phoenician •. and b.1s Igypt1,M prtncess, she was the 10v8.1y AJnmQnlte 
e.. 

who 9ave birth to his heir,. she was a huru::f"~d de'rt-n:Lghtal She was hot 

"'" day too., she Was frankincense and a bURls of ~yrrb. a cluster of camphire 

in the 'v1.neyards of Engedi I 'Her breasts ware two YOLAng roes that are 

tw1ns" which feed among the 1111e91 And tty should I not hav~ taken this 

as my dUet Why,.. van if ·she. came into me straight ~ the haft~s of some 
~er 

ather foroe. sho&Ad I~e"gwlf her again 1n the bot n1ght of the nu:sl 

Othend$ I would have lost the race, in all senses J I would bve lef't 

her to the Qtber '.s trlumphlBut in th end those burning nights counted 

on mi." behalf, agaiAst all. the stimulation under the au~, ellan the t<1ng Sun , 

and my finalising· aot ion .some way rescuad her from what had gon, be,fore. 

DGes she rememblW 6~~- , .. bar 11'1 th sense of rel1v.!.ng? HElve X lost 

my place? I seta she listens to me lees than before. She tieed to have 

an alert way of loa1Q.Ag ~p when I spoke, as if just my ~o1oe tntnsm$.ttad 
". 

urg$l,t news from the eaored land. But now there 1s something dry betw,een. 

· ~s. Dr,y' as aid men's bones Shellsten,. sh. beguiles', sh traps me deUght-

fu1~y w1th her necktilat is like the tower of' ·DanQ" $t(qc1mly ;presented to 

me 1n a doorway. .her Ups' a thread o,f scarlet, h temples a plece, of' pom-
I 

egranate within her locke.l Her sUm $Oile draws me 1n1:o the darkened room. 

But something ,austere in the state of Israel has gofle--*the king hS$ la1d 

Up gold and s11v~:.. and taken many wiVB$ and th - gra'a,t · days, of Saul are 
~ - , 

over t the king is n~w eup~ol' to th, pEJOPl , and the. o,;,nt of Corruption has 

eome lnto beingt wtlere the altaX'a of Solomon stand. 'de9f1catedto the abcm-

1.nationa. Asl'ttOJ'eth,. Ghemoah and Milcomt Solomon has ~Uch d trio many 
~ 1\ 

"amen of ather fei thst I touched .her· too---the Qther i - n.,......through my 
J\ 
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h t not minut b for d be . haped by her hand -
ngl d my t th hers the ane 0 the oreign faith, the idolater, , 

.the uncl an one I And y t we survi v d t somehow Only he 

lis to e like he u ad to. Th ti s of th 1 va w re atrophi d. 

h Pie discuss this quit fr a ch .other, Did sh 

ucc in br. king our • th t 11f had before stillborn 

us no • ev n thaut our knowing In certain mood we say J No. 

it only b ause the children are gro t m riag no longer 

.it arUer dyn 1c r c1a1 funct1 n. The marTiage 1 no disturb-

in 1y like a love aff r, it h the lnee wit ardour of love ffairr 

The dights ar an tched all the re h~ngrily becaus th pro oni t 

ar no 1 ngar in tim t to c other. I in a y ( nd in a y I 

could not b to ad t to anyan else) a roken • 

* * * * 

Th a ove is p m s the 1 t expected narrative in the book 

argn 1s .after all a elf uff1ci t man, unC!Wd~l"In in h1 faith, not 

on qu at 11k th other Sup ior, much les Hi n ed are 

t h and his books (I mean boo ~ like he T lmud) can cope w:Lth st 

of h • others he is an unangui h d c tur. yet 

h he 1 . wi th is · f about Sophia. 

d th up. That 

bout Sophi is abviou aryon That he felt 
-IL.4 

so 0 hi wif t d ire to ard blt bu des re w 

not yet clear ven 0 her nth. How caul they fr l y 
It, 

d1scu at in any 0 e b 10n s to dr nd ydr .. ? Xa ak dong 

pl - > 0 th h • n er sp en? I can offer no ans er h e. The 

only possibility is th t another s1 lar tt i dividing th ot 
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Soph1 ( thou 1 t could hardly b &nyon Uk hi) • Ha Jack Hale' 

vo1c suddenly mad an interpolation 1n th Aaron narrati '1 Po sibl . • 

becau • b low, Saph1 an wer hi indignantly. It und 11k an old 

Sh go on to y that sh tri d t barro 'fiv grand' fro 

him. Th1 ,It Aaron. It 1 difficult to imagine it w s 

Hal a1th • b BUS in thoa days sh was matdng mon y enough. yet, 

further below, Aaron' wife defends· h I" husband for nat 18'1 ding 

h what h wanted I It 1 in such d tail th t I r 1)' have to giv 

up,anda th dar to indulge sp ulations of hi a~1 which .ight 

b marbtle than min • 4 •••• _ ••• ', .- ••• t, _ .... _ ,.,, - t , ... . ..- ..... ' •• _ -a , .. ... 

* * * * 

hy, did I br - you r did I break your rod? I n vel' touched you J 

Did you not n d to break perhap? Wa I nat s1q)ly th 1n trumant of 

your ~ lng broken? Do you I" er coming to you, and 1 tUng y 

kingly (y ,kingly I) throbbing prClc:u:a""- down in a chair close to yours 

in your !ittl library ((Aaron had nan in N York». and 

lend f1. grand? And do you I" saying---th1. the w lth1e t 

pariad of your 11f , by farJ--Haw can you ask ah thing? It's 1m-

po bl. you said, you know th tJ-tth v of th hand which 

f you war lying a NO ~ HAS EVER LIED TO OMAN BEFORE, 

with hot sincerity of expression of the kind that usually go lnto 

lay . gl 

hi wif. can t 11 you cat gorically that h did not h . va 

th mgnex. H h d just b through an expenaiv operation. You 

)'Our elf w so often-you ought to knowl You purred hi 

back to h thl You talk d his work b ck into him, gav hi the w111 

J ~_ . .... _ ",J ._1 ' ~ •. '. __ "..I.-~_"'t-.~'f'" ... _ " 
- _ __ -. •• -..,., ' .... •• M . ~a ____ a 11 _ .... . l-_ 1l... 
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to 11\1, · knowing (f, what I had told you) ho d ly t udic h has always 

b ,1n ,hi . conviction th t 1 t i b ttar not to h v been born than to hev 

b bom. And h you and I went back to the apartment and w put on 



loose clothes, and gradually , I found ansyelf hoping that ,he wQU,ld not 

come out of hospi~ll I 'sntt that the work of a fiend? I only woke ~ptQ 

ltlater" ,when I laW the fear in his eyes months ~at ,," . And .1tteally 

is t~ what he 88)'$:. that the race saved ,ma--it saved ,when I Weqt into 

him the firs"h time end it saved rna 8 second time When I eaw tha,t ytltl ware 

putting wary.t:hlnr tnperi~. 6110 that the ~ac might b ' , \1anqtl~sb d ,in , himl 

I am q~V8t"1,ngat ttd.~ moment 81ther with fear or in~,gnat1Gf\. Net, he 

tJadn't the monsyto stve yD"u.. An·d as you told me much later;,au were only 

putting him to the tas'b by asking him for it. We only p~t swch testing 
,~. , . ' 

qusstiO';"s to fr1ends wh nw. hate them t Deny that you hadeoma to hate 

hf.rn-.-.but you '" arlooka,dthat this tneant hating m too ,in theand,l bausB 

he end I ar1l.eab of fltlSb and blood of b~r Yb, 1: .sa Rtlth t Uy oem 

was 'th fwlfUlJ dan." 

You eat! 'o~ slim-11pp d mewing famalel 00 yo think you ,did nothing 

to me? I didn't ae ~tred 111 yo. eyes When youloakad across at him 

eametime$ ~ yes. ail him.?: Do you tnink I didntt real1S$ that )1tItt wanted 

to be tit1l.~ted back to an ~nterest 1n your marriage bed. wAieh was getting 

tala? 00 you think your hands (lave:r 'wandered? You tcauehed Jnybutta.ckl 

" had Just com in from the t .haatre. ,the three of us, tU" was ~:ti ~11et1 

I se ', 0 remember Marget .nd Nuraysv'. ' We ware strcJ1Ung into the kitchen 

for bits b f(;Jr going to bed, I lean d fonrard ~o gate cup, and your hand 
, . • , ,I 

as not simply touohin,g my b~~t~ but , __ laid ~92'lly on it. for saconds on 

and, radiati"9 it$ maasa •• that we wer to chang our lives 'henoeforth, 
e.. 

end that w ere n~ lORger .to cdnsider our 'l as in his baggagvainJ 
, I, 1\ , " ' 

That was the first me ~ .' made. And later that ni1Jht 1. respond., by plan·tin" , \ , 

a .daep8r ldas, on you than 'VO" h~d , ."ar thought poss1bl~. If)lQU are trying 

to .Y that you preferred to ,,~ ; 1nto, him (or what ver your jargoft is) in an 

un$tlmulatecf ~t$ )'O\I~ can $ar 1-t 11;\ ;ia hW1dred languag8$,. HabNW lncluded, 
. , .' • ~ ,... , 

fa t no one 1. go!tJg til be1r~ '~ul !f; wnere the bee eu~~ there SUCked II 

The place ametrted and swelled and dahandad many assuaging attentions', 
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I was the :'lns, Whfil' pro\11ded them so I ought to know 1 , And many were tbe 

t as you went .into him delightfully-t1red, lang past the point Of ~t1~ 

ulatlon •. with a mo~cum of pleasure to give, but all 'the better for that, 

b caves yo cou~d bide your time and control matters you little hedonist! 

If you are qutvering with indignation. so am II 

Ifl may come in h~$ ~~nwith a few facts as opposed to erDQtional 

thear1es. may t say that at this time b WB$ fW from baing able to afford 

one Qran~let altm9 five. haVing a large faroUy. shak)' i.nveat msnts (he 

called rna ,0" far help, t;SQ I . knpw'). two apartments., not to say a vi-J.la !n 

the Medi terranaan (at least ,he h~d just bought the land and had paid th~ 

first eposit to the btdlders), and the 1ijJkeep of her-"~ the uAgratf;Jful ·one' 

And he we.s by no JDeanea,' healthy man (which made tbe villa an urgSAt 'neo'" 

eaalt,y) • aut like so ' many of hi raee It , bora his sorrow as if thay were 

a y ke ~, phasure. and undertook, as I have dens ,$.0. my llf.e, every one f s 

elfers· except ' his Qwn. I believe they had a pleaean,t household, the 

three of' them .. for a. t!me. ' StAt· .St;lphia set about ctiv1d1ng them· Preci.ss1y 

as he tried to set me again$t them bo,th. at their own villa. by frowning 

me ut 0" the hou eJ Trtlth likS tnUTder will al;ay cut. 

I celled myself a broken ~. But I am not a brok' n Jew' 
" -

Whatever 

sham my wife no feels 1 ~u~ to: tbe,) ~d1an of the ~CV$l1aot at her side. 

HQW Q,auld So. (I will not ae;y. h~r nam~) have destroyed thot? an heard me 

praying in mY' :'Qam :every maming, ', It.it did sh~ ~v~ ~, 1*~ng of the pow.er 

of ~he prayer? Did she knoW'~ ~e~ at: ·t1mes ahe was benef! tins from tbf$ 
i l ' 

prayer. YJhen ,it was dadi,cated .to er health and gDod fortune?Oid she 

koow tbatsheblJtonlild as in. haU ·,a tc:Wards (I mlil$1 wn illS had +it up) 

bf,iICaU e the .saving .Qr~U;B Qf~ my'; ~.t*.ye~ had b en -~topp d .. · and the flow of 
i ' . 

IttrJlY attention f;Q har turq,ci a; i: y'l "', $1 .. 001)' n·. ad d to dip a little into 

rabb1n~cal tit·· at~e. ' '1 t ' ;/~,hs .Jt .. ' ds of Jar-usalem aIld .EJaby1ortt to find . 
... t t • 

out. aut ahe. ~v~ had~~~} patten~tQ read. sna nS\f$r had the substance 
t. , ~, • 1 . 

b alone.. Anti w1thQa~ " ~Aat )10,,1; canrtot be a Jew-. Had she read ,Jesus 
. ~ ; 
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(I m-.., the ,worthier Jesus. son Gf 6irach. Who wrote Eecles1astes) sha 

B¢gbt. h ve fo nd something within he~ st)Op ' raQtiea~ advice on hOI(J to 
'~ , i ' 

ltv8 ,tow to hQ'ld the' ton~e and "OW to be war of women (imagine her , 

trying thatf), and how to eat" with the mind first and ,last on the Lord., 

Xil 1 bett~. Jesus son of SirBah; sa, ,d D hear the rebuke f the wiele 

,tbart Me " 'the song' of fool. But shs' preferi' the song! aha ~an9 

her_1ft Tn " heart , trP ,th , Ills 1s 'tn, th ' ho s Of moum1n, . but the :"'e.art 
J 

of fPOi~ is ' £n tbahou e cd' m1rt~l I might add this., ,ft certain Rabbi 
I ' 

tt:L.~lel ' :t\ Pharis ' ., ones ~d, ~~ plac s ,find 'n,o men" be a 'man. 

Where, I have fQUf\d f Ills and ,S!.nfJ8l'r d mirt~ara 1 have be a Je , 

I have. tObtl p n~f Wh · I :hav8; f.ound r'eJlegad~ Jews I have b a 
, , 

iii. twice .over., jubUantly eol And th~ 1s why a. came to me j at as my 

,wife' had com to me r.,.8 befa:re. b , ,'~S" JI)" fir t end last loyalty was 

out$1de t , grasp of m . ,' V " he " : ~nd th touch ef .f other loyalties 

, in my silane s, Ply t~l bu1+d 'and , my: powerful shoulders in the shock ,of 

what - ~ one described ~ my, 'prophetio air·. That was her way of ~s­

,cavering IDe. ,Xten~"d her ~f , .' it ,changed her as nothing' 'iss had 

done among the fools cmd the, $inger, t , An~ that $he und.id all the strentfth 

a~ing to her from this (tn . axo emg, ,' or a tumble on'$.em one el$s s marriage 
e " r ,... 

. 

badl) go.s to ahow that ,she ' bfalong~ amon the singers ttl'ter all. She 

kmlw that to b the CS$G. ; Sh.e ! J>rPwd *' 
Only the chQsBn themselves 

hatevar else sh was chosen 

'~d ,.e are all chO$ 

Lord. 

, ) I " 

,i '\ 
\,' '1 

,1 CQ 1d Bf\Swer thte ~f I ~ h~~ ~,~~ .. , ,ust been sick. y belly seems ~o 
":':' ~~~""--ul..,..~.I""t, , 

hav8 ,besn tom out of my ' b,ody' ,an_ ;~ ,tt be there" I' , " :" ""'66 "PH.' i: 
• haaviar than · alDo~nd .af fle,Sh ' , "', " 1~ed. wri thin • bleed1llg aa,d te~s 

.- t .f' , 

that' dri.tt chann 11 of f1 , ,t~~gh .':l, ' guts. This 1s my 11ttl' , monthly 
. " I . , I 

" \ 
price for be1nQ a waman • . lh" .I e mel" re fiercely now. the blood flows 

I, fd ' . 

I :1 
j~ • ~. ':, ' 
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!Oare J:lrofusely, as if to :show that tl1woman is i the a9C dancy*, 

Indeed 1 feel a softer or -ture than var oft? au ,I ' ~I,'nlk From fights, 

e\1en th$ verbal ones • I shrink nQw fI'ofP anaw ade prophet 

nth hi , craok ·ct reeoX'd about th , rae. which is 11k a man bending down to 

look in . the , ~vatQrr pan all the time to' calculail' hi ' wac attune. Thank 

God I have met, !nd1ans-" ~mo ~n, they ,talk about the Rae. mean the human 

cr ',tun! That, I bel1sve is ,all th answer I an to ·. w h1m~5i. 

a I , am. deep 1n the bog of " nenligh en~ fl sh a 

give t~ans.we that dri toth. b~ert 01 'th ' matterf' Also I ean never 

believe that scratching f,nthe Old Testament far t~ts 11ke a hen 6crat~hinC1 

far grubs e9nstitwtes any sort of godliness. 

t , see that tdle sh ,has, ansYfBr him (vd th l~ , tory alk,~ she hasn t 

,biological argument. JlJst ', to • her mind off the body. I mean that her 

hatrad 0' my husband was sqm~h~ng .l~ a biologlc 1 f~e, it exuded from 

th. oeUa of her lowly ekin '" . ab~~, aU. it wa - so deep th hatred 

that I coul not tell whether I, h, t' ~a ulou ly soft movements j , wheA all . '/: ' .. 

my flesh, s~ed to melt It ' der a new lin Dr ' e s~ for m D~ a cares , 

1 am ~ ~~n it 'badly bac uee s 'ch an intensely 
. I 

f'I' 

all ~at, :1 mean i ' th~ J ,ach ,t 
. , ' , I,' , 

0': her hand 

with ha~red~r ~l1if b,ttt ,~ "nly , • t as al,l the hotter t - that, 

it had ali the more of fJ.· f~d~ . q~aUty. N~tI.nll)' as t;t a X rope 

to ' . ' ,to "h~ t " the ,mo~,'.'; ,t :, " .. DC ", b d to hatred of ~1m · . ~ to\.lphes /. 
cf,ttT1ed aUion 1n them, thrilll g an e cret1vet 1 aM only 'able to 
) J " tar ' " "~ " , 

// et!I.y tb~s becaus~ tEii tou~~~ i \ ~n ~e past tor me now.. And I -can think 

ut 'th. dy hatred · of hi .' ,: " eel hen her touohes ended.. shoring me , 
I I, .:, . ,I,. , 

I ,i, \ 
~ts sx1s~e only by cea,~~gil", 4" 'They ·ended ,slowly" 1 mea" those -ouohes 
i 

J" th theiJ' encapsulated b tred ea$sd to 1nf"t me only all)' tater w 
{' ; " '/, ' . . 

f It' ~'. • 

;; had separated. He mu .' ~ - 8" it,. in the ho pltal t ,here he as for 
/1 ' 
: I 
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the second time. How can I daICribe her touch? Her lips w 

fruit wh~ thay war planted t on whichev part of' the body. The 

eansa of hot summer it,Uit Justpluckad from the V'ee· UlIID1elrises th whal 

af that New 'ori< ".-tad for ma, turning it into a disttnet and saparat 
~ 

"ariencCt. not: really ~ed to the other lov ., my lif , ... whlch .1 
~vc.. " _ ~I 

rwnembf1ll'tnow with lmmadiat b101ogioal reap -nS8S beyond my contro1'l' n 

ROW I Th sham h still ... . 1" me is limply the shame of th8$ f1en;e 

biological states. FEtt' from a1n; ahem at what was "lice 'perl -rID d in hi. 

absenc , it i sham at what 1" being performed n -w. in JOy body, and Wl:tt"h 

hi. bod, 1s unable to $Qn1ptrta with. let alonsat1 fya tb1s.lnaarly two 

years after ahe wlnt her way,,! That I bat hfJrt that t spend hbUrs talking 

with h1m ebtlUt her (mo tlye a w1 toh) het nothiAg ,to do with th1 $.tddan ... 
biological. infusanent Which takea fl. like a hot blast of alJ'. 

I tdramanber, my darling girl with th hip and the lege Df" a bayr 

I !'smamber how yallt' .,btl. . tilmJ$.1;101\ that an altogether new kind of 

earthly axptr1t1r1C~ 'was paulbl b tweanUS wDrked I divina catalyst t on 

our fav ..... blaad. X ramamber the curtains, clQsad. as if they were 

tbe, oampleta exp~. an in th~ folds and ripples and tough ·n .. sian Stfrfacas 

of th variaty of our inventions. I remember tne mwcil8Ss damp heat, 
~ 

the daqptlve ~OCkets now and then that made the curtains billow 
A 

heavily far a momant. Q" .en,ng the hape of cool air, but only mara hot 

,fd,r was th relUlt, and this was its awn deUgnt tQ~hat .it.d the 

$weat pour evan more 're81y, until. tntiJ vaSt bed was SQ8ked tQ "tbe mattress, 

Imaan theeir t s lack of QampDOmise or fines was 'CJt¢stoo,as the same 

bands searched 

brute prais .. ) 

Enough 1 

A women .said to me one . that, I rendet'8d all ttl men $h8 had ever bean 

with ghQsts, aPd quiQker than eu:tyPne has bean . rendered a ghost before. 
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She told me tOG· that for the ftrst time in her l1fe ,he f It her own 

flesh and blood. Hi therto t Sh8 realised. she had been e, walki~g observatory. 

As t tum d hlrmen to ghost,s, I tumed her fram a ghost into a l1vcreat­

\IX". I Her bosom Sprang to life-..thi ,i. only what she told ma, sha was 

flung baok to 'the. time of her first experi.ancea. in -puberty, when like all 
, . 

of us she had wanted tacr, aut. 'Mother I • I cannot say I know what is 

meant by my body t, what d .tiny. perhapa what new epecies. I only know 

that when 1 lower myalf--spread my slQ.rts over them, 0$ Aaron would 88~ 

s. wild world, all ast1r. envalops them of which m)' . actual pbysleal appear-

arlQ8' (though arrest1n,genougn) gave them not the tiniest hint. They gasp 

nth surprise, yes I stare up at ma with mouths "pen, ey aghast! . . 

t4 
Thi! then .. $axl Do the hwebands wonder \IIi&. thai .ometh1ng 1s planted 

in their woman that grows like an onh1d, randeringthem mcn:"~ de$i~able but 

lass &coe.sible •• tim goa on1 Callma f1arldl I pur$Js my function I 

I think peril •• I am wbat manuaad to be once. bafor at AuS\llst1ne and 

at B8nBd10t put their 11 terary ud intallactuaV ~aal on th mel~rgan. 

I think"f th menaf the Alexanttnandesert~! Aftar years in a cava 

a Thetia1d anchor! ta glimpsed a pae . ing woman. H rtlshed out and told 

her that he could satisfy her a10ugh for ten mcm if sha gave, bim '8 trial. -
whk " 

They ,lJ I Flit< to, Alexandria endUved together for 1)( moooh • -, I have 

something ,of that urgency in ma, al.8,,&. " ,My thir.~ is that ,of the desert, 

the bum1n,g nat.nan lakes. there li8. my- Del firel The woman recogn1 8 

it in me---tne hot glisten1n;g ay. in the aUt of black ' cloth. acoompanted 

by the unaba . hId Bedouin stare of the mal'sl They areastan1ah.ed at my 

akin, whiQh seema to have inhald tad a lan,d of braoks ,and water • Of fountains 

and depths that spring out af \I.lltays and hills; along the banks Qf the 

N11el ,And my stomach lying in folds, a 88ftly rippling Buddha belly' 

And SO when I 11. myself down there is samething hotly raoial in me (it 

doean 'lt matter which race, or Which mixture, only that it 1s a Mld1terranean 
t~ 

eompQund). and since even the" polyglot ,of us have races 1n auI' . blood, 
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the , leap to U f in the women for the f1ret timet The desert bursts 

into flame. and ,th phoeni.x rises,l Therefore th heat of N' wYork was 

particularly approprtate. While GVlIryC1ll1e was gaSPin+nd running in and out 

Qf a1r-condltlonad cinemas and re taurants.Elnd speeding out to l1ttle 

lawn.frontedplaces 1n Conneottcut I': we at best had to stroll down to , the 

deUcatsasen to gat a change of air, and no one could say we war'e paler 

than anyQn else. though we rar.ely saw the light of the ~y. And I know 

one thins. that if precisely those same ciroumstances prevailed again, 

and h wa in ,a New Yori< hoep1tal aga1n, and nane of this verbalccnft.lslon 

abo", w1 tehe and the seed and all that garbage had takan' place it would 

be the same to~y. ahe would feel today what she fal t &Vary day for two 

,whole 'months. 

What sh say 1s true. I can imagine 1 t---to my shame I do imagine 

it, thought bear her nm love nol' 8venthe ·m11destrespect. Yas, the fire 

of the desertl the marc11ess and yet Qonsaling fir I Th(Jesh1~sring 

di.-$tfill1ca ,th .,nearing ~lencee. the ruffled dunss. and the footsteps 

smoothed away in a moment. the fierce encount,ere in black tents I loms-, 

times, Gna. hot afternoon, .. 1 am alone here at the vills., wondering what new 
W'4iW 

de erts the futur will provide. Yes. my imagin t10n lia. bee", stirred,! 

and ,once that happens there ·is no' mer re t from the yearnings and hopes 

and anguished hungurl Or' perhaps. ·there will be no more deserts! 

And eo I look at him sadly sometimes. Tbere Carinot be two of her. 

'I m8$flf not in on" p $001-9, life. , . Oh. Sophia. how I love yowt 

.Should I come to you tHen? t am clearing tAP soma last-m1nute 

dBtuls 1n Cambridge. ass_ ~ and' could fly this evening. as I . so' oft,., did 

before. And you QQuld pick me up at the airport as you SG Qften did before I 

And before taking the ferry f~ the!main1and we cDuld atop over Qns 

night at a hotel, as so ,?fit." did , before I Oh what rapturtlu inventions 
, ' 

will the gods tiMee no I :; 
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the glob I can ra 1st your voice over the phone, in letters I Your 

pre enos 18 what I cannot resist. And you are so fiendishly uoeres!nt 

hU'e on the v randah, so ,stridently !lot tere in your wicker chair wher 

you delighted to make your crackling no1 as, calling attention. to YQurself 

~ qk. ,at end 't.o that VQluptuQUS globe of flesh yo1u1t down "'.1 . Md yeu never 
' ~ I T 

111 bejago1n. because none of us c~uld overlook the "ound e have served 

eac~ other with, the words we have dipped in vinegar and plunged into the 

ather' sidet Only if you were present now, about to lower you~eelf on 

to the ' divan in that narrow room with a WiAdow going on tel this verandah. 

the thin curtains dre. n against; the sea..braezes that dr1 ft through th . 

oorish arches. against the JUbilant yellow glare of th n Wbich must 

not ,se too much D.f u bacaus that i the business of th~ gods lout of . 
earshot to him but sufficiently closs to him to make your hatred of him 

potent and dangerous. hot to ttl point of fainting ecstasy J. only then .' 

spangled,. QouldI fail to resi t you. Otherw1s I almost p~efer my 

desert-memories. 
t.l 

As a matter of fact. with taB belly IiiIIIIfl tomb), wild horses :l.n 

,every dU'eaticn I would rathltr be in my own bad than la.waring JIIye;elf on 

to ·yours. I have my own destiny. atter ell.. I am not jut her. to 

serve either you or the .hundred' ·woman allover tha globe. At this 

moment my bally is a . ""'ndry of unsuspected changes I ~erheps 
_ .~"'_I _ _ • • ,_1. T_TY 

J1 __ _ ... . . ---

di Vine ones. though I dare y your houror of anyone claiming access to 
, . 

the divine must raj t this at once. Yes. I know your abject lev 1 of thinkingl 
laying ·of 

1 know how the Talmud and th.:eritual bathe 811d the K.~a .and thsi,te.f111in 

go wi th a view of the human creature as plunged in lay darknas ........ 

What? 

Yes I Tutored by bim you plunged me into darkn as, You c410V!~. 

Ught, didn. li.ght, anly if we get a big succ as in life' 

. Good Godl 
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Yes' I've seen yOU ahake han~s with 'be 'powerful , odJdng aw 

with resentm.,t (the re eAtment serving for later. when. th powerful '8 

tnuser w111 be taken dawn 1n aecrett). ~ I knG " that this was one of 

you" reasons for keeping me dependent on you. so that :r should continue 

to w~i,the in bat you SUPPC1se to be my tlatural darkness, the darkness of 

every creature, your own darknessl For God' shine from Mside in your 

,world. not from withint 'He pun1$hes, helps" .advisee like a damned lawyer 

in the Sky rAnd e are all uPPQsed to be crawling' in his nether regian,. 

is it his Area or samethina---.? . 

Oh t Fetch her down 'J Adoshem J 

B\Jt you cannot $eal !!!!. from the lightr I 'n.wx. world w all have hopeI 

This muoh I learned from yaUrorltt--to understand Christ's mission for 

the first time! Yes, my ehildren,you ,threw me into the arms of a Jew, 
_ .. _----

but it, Was Christ! Far the bount1f3s. of Bod. as Clement of Alxanc1r1a 

told us' long before Christ had been degraded into a household name, are 

'for the common benafi te J t You can plunge the spear lof worde deep into 

, my side, you may $.teep it in vin,egar (an apt image of yours, 'did yOt;l 

. real50.se its connection 1th that·lsssert, Jesus ar did you never r ad how 

they nailed him to a cross?), bu:t only flesh is maimed. and flesh 1s CiS 

,Qra$s. (aRd he was never cruoified,< :h • . wa$l never nailed to a erass" for 

do yeu thtnk it possible to, orucify ,God? ,1 know how brutally you tak 

everything I aJD saying if ),OU ,ce..,nct$ee :God .in eaoh and eYery one of 

us, how could yo see Him ~n Chr1st"l ;l'hat·m1xecS.up kid- as yeu once 

called him, that ·11 ttle JeW calling hi",s 3. fthe san c,f' God' as your 
'. . \' 

hU$band called him--ycu .think -he was enclased in his ' bady. h1a seed. 

h1$ $hit .• i 'n the darkness of :hia pwn,,'evacuatory processIJs. as you see 
1 f ./ 

aU of us? Let me recaf~ /~'u ·ta )'OtAr ,C1Wn Kers texts. where it is 

nnn . J J/ . l _".Ii.. · -..' S' ~uv51 Wpn't you r,~ise~hat ChL~ .... st carried your cd written Ye: 
;' 

to th rest of the wor,id. and 1 ft, you, only w1.th the seed, the bodY. 

I 
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the std.thouse? I em Qr.yin,~ my ayes CI~ I 

My dear child. while ~y nfemay think like tha~t I nsyar c~wld., 
. Je&t : v ' 

l~de~d )Iou are right about the t.t . J ~aw CQUldChrist fJive our God to 

the re~t Df the world" 'much 1e stake K1m away from, u ·1 '1 }I,aurown ar-
'1 '1' 

,gument He cannot be Siv.a" . or taken away. barter d or ~cifj.ed. You 
, ~ t'. -" I ' I ' 

ShOlJ+ct learn to Ido and heart tU!tt fhear and dot as the B=l-bl says. I. ' . , 

, ,~ Gotten",. G~ttenu',you ~e close and near. ~ fr~end,. a father, most 
• \ ,. '. •. . . . I 

, h~$ ~t;I · e~ .. ywl:le:r.J OomfDr~ ye my peoplJ;3, cOJnfQfu ya. with met 
, . I 'j . • ' ", 

Xf i ~ay coma in again here-..---I int8l'ld to keep ou~ of th se argument: 
, ,\ , ~ , : ,... I , ' ! 

eta mu ..• 8 P~$s1ble, ~ept . for brief fae . uaJ. interpol~t1CJn$ which who 

~nows rna.y ~~, found u. eful........,er h~~and ; and I , had a lD~g ,tet~wtet~ . , 
~ 

o , . all this. manto man, unkno~". :to . eitner-of the womert. and I mLlst say, 
~-c, , . -

t~: ~f that the reality is very different fram the verbal exasg~t~n$ 

we have sc, far beard. 

ay I su9gC3st what you do w1ttt your silver-knobbedcane? 

If I may go Qr't,(I like to ~e bl'1ef and to the point), his w ~e wae the 

vtct1m of a lesbian infatuation. ,-V~s .• I know hat pla1~ talk hurts but 

it heals in, the end. I mean too .her 1nfatuBt1on. Sophia' , not ttl wifa' • .• 

Now ~ . .. all at some time or ano~her'. at school or in the army, man;fast-
• ! ! ~ . -

what could b, called a hOMosexual inter at----

Good Godl You too? Is that ~h reason for the sil~Qbbad cane? 

, .~zt p~rht:iPs I Qu¢1t tr~ ~hat we have all been ' drawn 1r\tQ $Oms 

kind of homosexual situation through the laok Qf proper outlets, hence the 
I .' . 

Uke1iho~d ,of its b.appening at scho91 nr in the amy. YeSt, h f thf! wi'fa, 

'max , have . shown a. P'?l~$it'lg 1nters$t. But her memo~ axBgp~tesl As fQr 

SoPhie., ~ baUeve she has a ho~rQr 'of being totally . naked. . Sha.,. cl1ng8 

for dear ,life to t he fig-l~f, St) to sP~. _Island-b~~ . have twittered 

this. to me. Now Aaron maintains that ttl'_ is because sh is simply e. woman 
j r' . I ' 



hev only' a woman t • parts. It a8em8 claar to m that there is eome 

k1ndof p yohological rap~ ian or . van scbizo1d tendenGY &ginl on h.ars. 
A. 

'The grotasquen s of such a ra"tiOAah1p must he". stNck th wife as .oon 

·as the first moman'bs ef her con't1a1on passed. I ask d him had he ,.v~ 

uggested ·en analyst to Sophia (we we.rGepeaklng tog. ther in quiet. msag.;. 

.urfld 1:anea). for 'Ibe11w8 we can all teem to 11" with our s1c~n88se8 if 

we allow" a tre1n'8d 1DaJ1. to 8)(amin th , t. I , fDrge1: his an wer. It was. 

sbmathing like'who wants to examine a Witch'. Wi.tch 1 Yes. I SUPPD! 

there IE! peopl ' with somkinci of .cul t POri... exercising an hypADtlctlold 

an lasa r'8IOlute PI . ple. It would account for the wif ," ' . lntert 1n her 

(X won 1t pu it higher than that). Aaran even $aid sha bad put • spell on 

him while he was in hospital back in the States,' . Of course this 1s his 

humoCiU'. But apparently b . found it .impassible to gat out ·of bed *eeks 

after th norma;J.rui-Period. Perhaps he ffit hw devilry 13nly bacawB8 

he, wa.in a wat< .tate. Ivlyway, reason 1. onaa mg. , in the addle and h 

'C8RjtfiJj( abQUt :L.t all qui.fitly_ It is imply no good rushing aftar the 

first faellng yDU get headlong, and upse1:t1ng svety,thlng round you. The 

ironical thing 1 that on oo·ly ,leema contrQl towards the and of ane '8 

lifa. 1... b8l" th fits,,· t'aga (thOugh only Whe "n I waa proVOked) 

that ~d my "~S .yst. in the old dayse 1 never in my lifl felt 

the :1mpul to hit eIlyon8, but I thtAk I haw hit and thrown thrQugh the 

atr mtJl'I tmairs, •. bads, daaka and resownding QbJacts Qf glas$ or ch1,na Dr 

oeramic then the invent ry of tbrae houau COuld eccount for. In the 

end belance .prwa11ed. And I leamed not to taka other plBOf),l fa 881f1sh­

neaa to h.tU*t. I ranamber When ona of my SOAa was 1st:. for iii meal---

the aeltre of the table, full of lClbster and boiled rice. to the floor, 

and than aaasheci f1 glass door sa I alammed it closed on my way' out. 

Now 'X have learned' to .live with lateness as with mast other h""'Br:t fallings. 
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You simply cannot ,$.anagtne . how difft·cult it we tor "I wif . to get people 

_oapalom.s to m • an an occasion 11k thatcnet My son almost had to , 

~ . dragged olong to my room. whera l was waiting at my desk. And alway 
~ 

$QIIIS 8l<CU 1 This time it was that h ~fo nd eo woman . Wh~ had t'a1l8fl 

1n tb road; end had dri'ven ber to hospital. eu;rJ,--ttd-s be1ng $Outh· of the 
Q. ~ 

Alp they cros~"r d him far an hour befor th y wo..,ld acIIIIit her' ~ ! 

As I said to him, Keve they abal1 had t l.,.,hanes then? -low co'u~d ,.aUy 

hav telephoned I But peapl won't th1nk. ·~owevar. as I say, I hay 

learned to liv with selfishn as. And t . b 11wea great instrument for 

. the achiw 8flt of balar!ce lies in til works of S1gmund F+. l hall 

heard him oall d .th~se.t at of Jewish po ts· j and I must ear 1 do f1Fld 

po try 1n sam' of those s · anal)'s of th dark figur who stands 

behind ,us and east hi shadow on all ouractionsJ Constantly our sac1.ety 

(and th fem11y 1$ an amb~iety) 1$ tbreatlened by that f1gtAr lurking 

ttl the unconscious. ~iatary is ,8 chronicle of our failure to rna tar him. 

1 haVfad wounda enough, but ~y CQnClus3.On is that dwalllng n them only 

dotJtalas th ' hurt. · I try tl;l. f~rgl\l - and target th s lf1sh action that 

mad ma 10S8 my tamp.... Perhap . th se people whQ perp ' \fated thClse 

se1f~eh action are awer _ of what they d1d now t far they too may have 

achieved their balance. ,I 'cannot ear that 'this is tru of my son., or 

of any Qf my sans, who are hooked not on aeon but on ather products. 

Sut a the end of everything lies death, we slip back 1l1to f'orgetftllnaes , 

why cannot tilt agre with each other far tb _ shert term of our 

ex1stence? Why not make 11f ,pl_sant for each -ther! I hav heard 

such f1~c ~ents tn my lif f you would think art and 1"811910 $ 

belufs and such Uk w · tbe basi of .verythlng w do 1nst d of the 

comfortabl refl tiona that follow a w ll~f d stomachJ Ftrt 1 t us . 

get harmony between us, and the security t fir t 'tbe queatlon £If our bread 

end butter and the roof Q r our h . d. end th new paper that will bring 
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news of th Quts1da world (I reg~d these .. chro: icles of present time' 

. ,indisp l ' to balance) I-~ WEt can gat down to cij.sCNssing ,thea 

oth . rar!1flSd SUbJect. and so long as · $ U.1 bay b. ttl or th • 
A14. 1 

,. ,I t~1I WII , hall to face the unPlIlat%ra ~ ct that r ions w:1U 

.alt~ f1athit;'gl ,The world ha$, anel1rioy1ng . y of repeating ita pa1lt . s./ 

though 1 egre that a liP ad discus 1. th IW', sharp +ut' wit 

andperbEq:)s b't'1n"f ·· rUUU' an u dflrstantitng f ClUJ" WJI WiilfIIcr:Iess an 

potentialities. Al ' I beUw that 4I!Ia IdJld ,of ~, lig1'Qn i '8 n <;: Sa%'y 

to hold· society, tog ther. l ·t p. videa a or '1 eoda. and pJ'IQt t man 
against the ins1di 

action .', Wa ng c;! that eh, I am obUged to edd that I am a e n.-

fu ' about this elJbJactas everyone el$ is. lb ' U vetha orld must 

hey b created. and that therefo ' . e ort , guidance i tak1ng 

to h."1lln or' hell. I don't believe that 

Christ Wg, th ' SOl1 , of Gad. althQugh h cart 1)' a Vflr'Y good man 

(indeed, a great eoctal , 'refanu ' . In hls y). The trouble starts hen 

peopl claim to 'know. I mean When .they start -11ng thing that cannot 
y . U(. 

posaibly bEl v:tf. ·d. CalUng Christ. the eon at Sod ~s good example. 

And mfDQrtalityt ell. it 1'8 plea$Mt. to think that e do not in f ~_ 

'die, but it QMnat be ,~emontr'atad as aUy as tho fa t that we do diel 

Wh j iS ' er to tell .. s What!IJ. on th oth .rr side of the t~r1ble 

ti1V1d1ng line?' I think pamap I know why ,people ap$Od so ,mwch tim 

in arden.t tU,- usslon about imponderables, It 1$ tear. they don't want 

ttl ,tao " e up to the dismally obvious ~th.. As th t praat s sf J sh 

pasta said. ,., w fear death above everythl.ng als • i It n t "atu~al , 

that a BhoUdl aracita God abov evazybh1ng else, evan d .iiith? 'Faar and 

op ,are the kaye to our dreamsl 
.!~ 
t ;ehind these. dreams Uestha. real ~ld. •. w1th satisfying ·raliability. 

We may find it ordinary and· dUU,but: we sUp . ck 1ntt) 1 d 'tb . igh of 
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reltaf otter our incursions into the n~e"ar land Df exaggeratton, 
, I j., 

wh~ th . cerebral ,mistsPJ:'8Vail which are the autcom of s1.cknsss. 
, 

Tnt , i~ ,why I adri.sad an analyst 1n her cass~ ! 8 B a s ' ere . a die-
, ; 

lCJCa~~,~lPartur8' from 'raal~ty in .her, cas • 1nt~th , etNam orid of 

GrP~ic fantasy, the megalomania of, sexual domtn~tion. For thos who are 

" nO~ . ~'i b. BAd ah' 1s nat one. it ~ . batter t roat ,tb~, lckness. ,gut. 
,,"" . ' ' 

and . l_v the 8xaggeratic:tns to paopl . who fa 1 ~bUg.d to , ,spend the1%' 

11v8a . writi.ngor painting Dr composing the dream that ri$8 from their 

hopes and 'earsI I rapeat, there It! knQW", . facte. We know Where th 

11\1er 1$ situated, wa kn~w tha . func~tOt1 -sf the kidneys t W know the paths 

the blQ(Jd takes. Have yo'u •• an twa doctora pondering an th pos1,tion 

of the liver? Ther la, no discussion on these thing I And one day WII 
-ok 

.maY"able, to axtend thl . 'ri:ainknawladge into avery field lnclud111gthat 

sf dreams, of art f of au th' 88Cret hopa and fear.s that pr destine 

(t1sually far the warse) our action~h The staggm.·Q; Journeys into apae, 

that Gr, at present. baing undertaken af' .. hope that this will be 8Qj flot 

in our Ufat1mes pamePs, but for future gan rations.Ves,we shaU 'reach 

a tim. ~en ., - n.ad pot go to the artis~ or the priest for authentic 

descri.ptions of the dream area , but have text..tlooks at our disposal. 

and experts .• profeaa1ona11y qualified m8l1 whase worc;i we can doubt as little 

AS WE CAN THAT ElF A TeP DOOTQR, To whom dOl Sophi :run when her "fJrVes 

,ara wom· down to the pointWh.,. tbB~ :QEU1l'lot ~pport h~ organism :SRy 

lon~1;o the doa,tcrt Why ~d"ot sha n t 60 it t,.,fQre' and begin 

_ere-th 'b-ouble etarted, in her b%'~n'llJ.fet h~p11y. 113 in the end 

very edmplal 

, I hav' had a most rare \liston. i he" h -d a dream. Metottght . . ~:~t:' 'W.- . *- t t w '. ' . ten of New :forkHerald Tribunes on my headl 

A 'iln ,,.;, pil .11 'I ,,5 •• ,14' O'W' '1M' (I~. '. • 9 , e II Fit e, e 

tb • J Hi. "p'ng Ail .,. " '. ""'+ , t Ii 11 d I 
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((1 c not y who 1 ep 1ng h • 

speech 1n id • wh 

• For my money. it 1 "0 I 

and h 1 h v1n 

Tr1bu 

Th t i quoting ro eott • 

WlD~es fro h vin warn th 

"hook ~. 
York Her ld 

A ring p 11 U d P rphyry one coll t d hi t 1 tur., • 

VI with Gr v ..... 1IIPJ I and ·.dyptien 

tD 

it s nothing 

11 it. And th f th eng s 

• i urity 

ppint . to what 

ld play b or 

yo , my darling, and you would no mor than th 11 tter af your lv 

knobbed can t But th th t 1 th level of y ur ec ' ta y. Th ij 

tat1 1:0 diraet Jsnaw1 dg :I.. 

through mcmy birth '- d1RJ"'1;K'JA.JM1. 

th cony 1 t flct10n r . ir 

and in v~ng dmltrtlHtA by ev ryan .. 

ok ,1 

i 'I 

ich on )IOU mean? 

And h huab . v I andered 

Everything s . ~ s. I . at 

of infinitely slow growth, 
...." 

ich are 

you, 

ng th thought 'I 

th oth • There 

.tn:r.JU;;S only tu~ • of 1ch we ar 11 th • 

Al 

1 fa 1 fright 

v but, only 

rId. Let 

d 

1c belongs only to the body. di 

I Th 1 no on 

~EI Qh Jnani h rrorl I 

h v th 1r voie ag n. thou 

of y f1 

I n d th vole to b 

away d 1 va on . -
all 

I 

for • f r wife 

on with lifl 
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On y plung in.to that silence. h ' darkn ' ' th blinding 

l1ghtl'~f l14E CREATURE. but n t • I hoW far I too t va 

88I:'m---am' a poor dev11---1:han haw did tho thoughts. tho ' e Una . 

f Platlnu., come to my mind' 
~ 

((I uncertain who _ speaking here. It oould be Sophl • 

But the word 'iIiiR 'J"ani' 1nd1cates familiarity with Indian thought, 

which rules h out, . a it rule out Aaron, his wife, and certainly the 

Renegada. On tha other hand, I had th impression that it was Aaron' 8 

wif who talked bout Plgtlnus. Butw should not be surprised :t,fone 

person talks the thought belonging to another. My guess 1 Sister 

Maha • If . y hunch 1& correct, it 1 'asc1natlng revelation indeed.) 

I think it was Aaron' wif. It" voice d1sguisd by f 11ng 

(w ere all d1egu1 d by feelingl). Tau could hardly say man or woman. 

Ith1nk :1 t • _ s th wif of the banldnggentleman. the one wth the 

e11ver-knobb d cane. 

But sh nev speaks. 

L iii hav Gaw w10. back ....... it makes f at homel Batt .. 

then this ·darkn I Th damp N fevSl'ed fingar ..... the 

und af her body. tite euCkof th sweat. eta angled-g1v •• 8 back 

my s.1n~tt .. than unr lated ilanes, unconJugaltil .... n:M;IIu 

ok? 

Still th silane. 

Still th surrounding darkn. • 

I th trange one. alon • a it will be at the end of tim , 

ranamber the ' g6epel ucorcU.ng to the Egyptians, when Salome asked the 

Lord hew long d th would pr vail and when His wisdom would became known, 

d, h ya have put off the 9 ant of sham • when the two 

become on ., and the male with female, thar being neither mala nor 

famal • 
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( (Thi 18 def1n1t 1y Saphi. Sh will now up h d . ctrine aJ 
galn" u ng Val tinu h launching pad. And 1f y gues i 

right God-Al.m1ghty row will break out~)) 

And 1 bar th Gnostic Valent1nu8, another Egyptian, hi explain-

1n how the " st cui take of th a tion came about: lon , b ,ore th 

or t1on, Bod (NOT th c tar) t out f H elf manifestation in 

Each pair w . inferior in q 11 ty to th 

p vi~us on. Soph1. the faulCL .. ., af th la t and thirtieth pair, fling 

th 10 s af her ,e.ratian from Gad moat poignantly. began to lov Him 

too pa th clivine harmony into tt • d 

th unlvar W CI" ted out of her agony. .Bh gav birth toean, 

th , tor. who operat S ,thi vallay of sorrow" And e was rescued 

byChri t. who cam tra1ght from God in ard to perfonn hi tender 

arvic of light. 

I think gain and again of that Soph1 my 1f, flung 

d ... and deeper in'to metter, whlrling . t d11y towards th light. and 

finding Chr1 t. 

y I ddr aomnn1ng to you--whaevar you ar . in tho darien and 

silane? a propo 1. t10n t ' to turn .thing over in, your mind and , oh an 

un voidable solution? In cattla-ah. which the animals for 



.. 67 .. 

slaughter? Which are those due for castration. fattening? The males. 

Which are those kept fOr m11k and progeneration? Which are those for whom, 

even in hundreds, one male will serve? The females. 'Looking over a pig­

sty, which of the creatures are due to be smoked, cured. minced? Not. sur ely 
. • . - '" 

the sows with their multiple n1pples gorged on by the tail-waggi,ng newly 

born I In war. he in their millions are poured on to the screaming battle 

fronts, to be launched against the scathing rod of fire? ho deeign, 

master. oper te the rods of fire big and small that constitute this white-hot 

battle front-its guns, ,rifles., mortars, long-snouted howitzers? The 
j.....t; . ' 

males I ~ who are those who crouch from the spouting rods of destruction 
cf~Vf~ w..:r 

(notioe hDw the t'Od-fonn dominates all their " 't:. I"S of da '+r- J t JrlI). 

ho hid~ their young under their arms. who go among the llitary r st-campa 

with their comforts, to liok the wounds and offer themselves up to assuage , 

the rod of soft flesh that now pants for it delights aftar the fearful 

teel arguments of the night? Not. surely. the males. 

I am told the~e are many more femalss than males on the earth, and 

I ask mysel' is not this because they have been preserved, they are the 

very souls of preservatit)n. That is my proposition. You may ask ~hy 

I come do n on the side of the females, having argued that male and female 

f,U'e to becC)me one. You might as well ask whp lam exoited by her fertile 

curves when I have those curves myself? hy not admire the rod. of which 

I have more than a hint m~s61f? ' ,Why' does the female in me not _enjoy the 

male? I 'Ill not have the fool's answer, that I belong to Sappho. I 

hate the company of" these people with their dark unwholeeome eyesl But 

'" perhaps I ~ sppreclate the male-through the female, . I mean I never 

associate with a lone woman. never the spinster-type'. She is always 

married, qr has beent Sh.e 1s havinQ; . or has had . the rodl NoW I see 

the rod through her. I r~11sh it thr~ugh her. I enjoy the feel of the 

male hand on her body, lam electri 1ed' by its rec~t presence I Even , , 

whil $ 1 em discred1 ting the mal e I am, :\enjoy1ng the way he has formed her 
,- ' 



flash. Rememb~er fleaht 'I emawar that she will return to h1~. 

and, 1 wOc.lld not wan.t it any other way. 'fhws '1 'discredit the very' farce 
e.. 

1 am ue1ng. Ther's i something perhaps my,stiCl 1 abCyt that_ Sveral t1mea 

" 1 have ev begged, a woman to stay v4 th her husband sCi that a certain bio-

1091cal P~ o,f her C which adml ttedly .1 GO not understand) may be satisfied 

s~fficientl)' to ensure her eorlcantrat1an on her trangs adventure w:l th me I 

Th8l'e I 'Touch'.1 In that way, though I have nevar calculated anything in 

my Uf~,he will nevermore come to m for what legitimately belongs to 

tbe poor ejaculating rod. At flrst she comas to, tne for what seems ex,: 

and them tumbles an the d1vinel Not that she touches the divit1s in '!!! 

(1 am beyond flattery on this point); he finds the purring animal,. the 

n;J.ght of prilnordial desire. as never before, fJ.d ttwaugh that first 
f,rt.r, 

acknowledgament of the magic roots of 11"8 oams) !4I!lDL suggestions of the 

divine. She stumble Dn that ~1a Df Ve6ent1nus, mother af the creator. 

in her l~ve and agonyl Somet1m8~1t happened only ~nc~he advances 

beyond me. in understanding of th divine. and tr1t;aS to 'take rn$ w,1th her. 

But I am tiad to mattart Horribl word 'matter'. stillborn child of' 

Newtonian sterility, d d:to. the mag1c, the 81 atria. genius of the created 

world with its endless intimation of perfection I I remain as a reminder 

,Of Gad",s matsrial manifstat1on_ Reaching the divine b zoeS life we see 
; 

that , eryth1ng i8 divine !!l ,liel this 1s Why I claim that my discrediting 

of ~he male ha something mystica11n it. while X lack totally thamystical 

faoul.ty In myself. I am shifting the way for the divine ecstasy by see-

ing his nld aa ita ahiefart~y., ,1 sea a oman crowned at: the head of 

creation t She 1s ccnnmanding all the sarro· 6 and the feat1 vals I ahe 

is bathed in darkn ssand ,in light' Her laughter is heard soroes the 

sky. she has the uni verea 1n her w_cmb and her names aboundJ 

Anothar thcught---and let me say it while-the others are away_ 

It is that sex 1s towards d~th. Only 1n appBBrance is it towards lifa. 
; 

" I 
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This is ssen in Doth young and old. In youth i\debil1tates~dUa10 
the spiritual. faculty , in ags 'it ruin~. Its attendants are anger and 

inner strife. The more an epoch concentrates on the sex part, the greater 
I l am. 

are ,.ts wars. Christian dootrine was unable,like ~X1QI~ ... to 

contain ~he sex part. It simply t~ied to turn a blind e)'e~ . It offered 

no method. In marriage,. during the fer;ile middle per10d between youth 

and . age, the sex part becomes a powerful biological force 1n the gri p 
. . /... Ih..r..,." iU. ~ ftn".J. ~ 

of the reproductive process . .... engulfing the entire system. A j'nebher or 

net a child is allowed tp be the ;result, the organs achieve e ' union as 

devoid of individuality as .as human flesh ever achieves. Thoae1n-­

capab e of familiarity never experience it, and cannot imagine its ~xi$t­

enee. It occurs between the ages of twenty-five and forty-five, I have 

coly been tala all this. You may laugh at it. I have no means of ver­

ifying it. But I believe that' truth ' is a matter of direct apprehension, 

the flash of recognition, and I must say that in a flesh this was reveal ed 

to me. ,n i'" I , nil, I §Iii {t] 6 f lie lit "'Pi r (iilH'* Pam' t I mil' 1. 'F'-

" h t £ " II 1: i! I 'Ib" I Hi m' j I ' , 1 . J J I 1 J ( I 5 .Ie 51 , A I AS. t 

eJ"n • r h. mal;) U'ilC' speak' bOt Before end after the ages of twenty-

five to forty-five the organs realise only with diffi cul ty thi s fiercely 

complete biological union. Th.e fact that I am saying this without know-

'" ledge is aleo proof (for me) that someone is gu11ding me. and that I am 

an incarnation. If we but knew it, we all are. 

'The death-suggestion of sex is espeoial1y graphic in youth. The 

wildly tupping chil d-couple look out of thS2r closed dome of sex in despair 
' ..", ,'e4 ~ 

while the frequent emissions rob th,,~ng bo~ of ~ primal energies Df 

will and imagination. I woul d say a15~p·rimal eostasy. That infi nite leak 

of ,the eyes is ecl ipsed. And if in later life that l ook rst urns i t is 

because the violence of the reproduct:i,.,ve period is over t and the sex- slime; 

begins to be saved for the eo1tasies again ( Therefore is not sex towards 
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d th1 
~ i 

And ere you not round the bend? S 1'81 • Puri(l I halt ~e 
t ng If-1nvolv d br in, and by halting for a few mnIlnan 

m boli ran th blood f H v you ~ tarved youth? ' 

he 1 cand ad? - and the rsaliss to what frut tl 

with which h r 

(for 1 n 1y y 

nd to th 

1ng h~dly _~es u attractlv a. to 
I 

.' 

find n1 Do yau know (but ha could you?) th t 
, 

th e pl auras of which I h v nev t 
, ' !./ 

I faal light and free. 

disburd d of anger, of ar, of all th things yau 1 y at sax' oor? 

... * 

undoubt 1)' th For h 

* 

1. 

I 
./ 

i 

tinuou activity which tw1th luck' will cont1nu into old a~. His 
4 ' 

gr . t y • repr asian'. th Freudian condition that 1 9Ppos1te 
" 

to exu 1 .a~mY'QAJ:don and whlch br ads unh lthy m tal p', tterns. 

tur 1y h fin tif etia better thein ex 1 tarv tiDn. 

H P""',AftA do t sexu d ire ha to 

b d far ,'d that go far beyond the matt of ~"sf ctiona.r 
He..~ s~·6. . "r;-

n. J... differ in th qu tion of wh ther 

t ell into old 

But I B sc t here. The abov tat t could 

have b of peopl • including Aaron·, Th 

n • TheJ family! a~ dy 

rl1 Aaron' religious austerities do not includ th 

curbing f th ul • But 1 t remain th t h curbing of th sex 

b • perhaps th key discipline, f all 

to. t. Th eg e Quld r gard this 
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pre-Freud and th ore invalidated by ·later knowl dge t or sam thing 
, wur~ 

of t t He subscr1b s to thex id of pro s, ~~ to the stem 

ldea, ofa gra 1 las of radianc and power from perf t beginning. 

y hun cis of thousands of y • No, far him 
S 

I' l1910n he" natur 1y withered way, 'unv 1f1 d knowledge't bafor 

pr ent-day cartaint1 8 of scienc • our och af· If..uberetion·. 

* • • * 

Yes, husbands ~ witJ:I anger a Bin t me. They w tch their wives f 

n far th decl1n. And, on the w1v • sid • an incidental and 

select1v talc ' th place of t derness. Their (the t s ) 

: d si:r f4th th1a--precisely a their res tment of b ng 

lave to th r wiv • tie whim 1ncreas ' tool Subtly, thout 
1 

calculation, I have lip eel the grand reproduct1a ' pa on and reduced .:J:-

ttDcmEd:i-. tolt prop ~st-an ull mec:n&!n1cs. And 1n th1 

op~ t1 n I , produce, ou~ 'of coup 1 , tur s closer to a camrJl9n 

""~ than e1ther before. !hi , is why my en are mostly in th~r 

ddl age (alway have be ) • . when th . 11lu on of childbirth he ' 1iBl 

c d. Aenounc 1 and you "all 1nh t all was the way T s 

Th rod 1 th 1n trument ~f fl~fd''''''''epraduct1on, flaert.-anslav 

-d 'fl e truction. ((51st Mah,tma? It could, naturally, b 

phi.. 'Flesh-d truation' her could mean t 0 th:l.ng 

0\1 uaUty prom.t (SophiSfS ar~ t). or the dt tion of the 

f1 sh in th fom. of acet sy ach1 u 1 s If-mastery. The 

nd uld beuch • f1eld.) ) 

ig word for a Uttl pJ. sant dallyingl ((Th Ren~gade. 

certa1nly ») 

t 
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.. .,.. Not always pl. ,nt in its aftermath,. or even 1n the dallying • 

It 1 . art my d . I But at warrior tails to look back w1 th wonder on 

th '1 ld of d struct10nt ho hasn't found eo taste 1n battle? 

( ( a1n po bly Sister tJh ma.)) 

I' 
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I have brought husba.nd$ to an extremity of despair, a th y watch 

the1r wi,V88 begin to lead Uves of their own and consultm •. on all po1.nts 

of work and honour (yas, a fan1nine hOnOul' is dlscDveredf). and to breathe 

a.ret. into my 8ar which .nmhusband ,may hear ,eva:l the husbandeD' ,others. 

I have ssen the most tender males crack into franttc martial dances under 

the strain of lDsing an ally 1n the house. My attack 1s at first open and 

diJ'1Iot. even frankly Ilrutal, I mean after th 'irst introduct10"~. I 
~ 

glare at blm. appear to take everything he says even on 8'stX'lonomy and the 

.if tht! tntroduct1an of Areb1c rwmllJ'llls tnt$) Cbri t1an calculation as an 

innuendo aga1nstm '. As a matt_ of fact. I have stated that badly., 

I really do f.,.18\lllrY'thlng he eaye as a scorching innuendo, I really dQ 

burn w1 thi. t for days afterwardsJ Heari.ng his volee, at the lunch table 

(),8$, I invited him myseltt) % hay. to retire to bed to lat the fir rage 

itself to ashes tn my eQlar 'plaots'l 'For all these thins. pass th:~gh 

my body [ ,1 have said time and again, haven '-t I.. that I am an ,earth 

incarnation? You, whoevar you are, IIltJst no,t think that I operate 

mentally 1n my conqta8$ts. NC), t am tom and engulfed. quite as mlAch as 

the hwsbandl Af.ter ell I am turning her into a traitress, my.elf into 

a tlestroYBr' ana hlm into a " but _ tat th davil Go lear . what: happens 

to 111m? 1 s. m),s If drawn down lntG tI:e ~ arena every ti~th. 
woman surprised at tlersalt. ·too much 1n my hands to feel any respGtnslbili ty 

t..r 
towards ~ men. watching hsrself with paln as aha performs lady Macbeth 

without ha~n,g Macbeth for t:l hUsband, or indeed any taretaxt at ell for 

murder I But thttra 1s d. finttely murder' in tn. hOtl .1, And I . hav 
I~ 

brought ill wttan I say that 1 tum her into. a traitress ,my. If into 

a destroy .. ) I ought I eay. 'myself into a lRUJ'derass' r On one QQDasion 

I held a dinner party for men oni" or rather with only ana QlUsn presen.t 

apart from mydllf. .I ineluded her husband among the gwJ"sta. She had 

j"atbeg\lJ1 her ntght-wanderings BS Lady Me.cbeth I 1 inn ted local, 



hunters, it we here on this 1$1and, I mean thoa undistingu1 .hed, 
~ 

u uaUy small,# ra~Jinn8d m who ell of w· t and shwgt 11 ttl " 
~ " . 

birdS,. &Qm.sttuaas (though tao infrequentl,) . Db Qth~. Y ,you' _ 1 

he. venom ntin; in my blood.? I had a great wQoden sere dOOl" 

at QUt a a table OR tr 111, ~ ss. and w a.t 

z.en t them cooked on epi ts. ashed dorm tha;ul1et ,with ,a rough red 

wine! ; Only ane "man, and her tend .. husband as th outsiders " , $0 to 
t\ f 

SP.a8i1 hBlGUawy, goo " . , hea, nodding and simpering Qitmarl And 

'hi woman set • %'Obwtf att-led 10 her place at babl,e like a qu 

(in dentally juet crowned, only a few days befOX' I by 'my, 1f.. a f.cst 

Df whiCh th cipher, grinning 1n hi$ marital complacency j dld not know I ) • 

Art lovely tauQA...-I we. . ,ell awar that one of th hunt .. s . fl , 

peMilcularlr quiet man tJs~ally. with a stutt " • but now garrulous under 

my inf,l;u&nQ • wa 1n lQV nth hert Wel,l, 'in lovell he wanted to 

read hi_ sweaty sk1r1: over her a 11 ttle. that' ell 1 And .Y' maa­

lc 1nfluenc .' on ~ h1m was ch that for the $Pace err that bum1ns 

1V8r'&' n .. ,be lost hi 'stutter end Mid again and again, his, glass re1sed. 

that a certain YJOllJaA in th 1"OQm, (th . was only ona J) de&BMfad all 

he poss ssad Q)' ever wish d to QWnI 'jMt h had lot ht _III. 

. . ablyJ jhat he uld sing her pro! "nttl fir t clICk nwJ And 

y, . ifrown b'lad<.. nd. my lips curved in 8 feu 11:81 I vert 

raised a ,~ Q" hi. head in burls. qtt mann .. " wh11 ' in burl Qliqu 

mann ha cIt.tOked. l~ghng. Andgradually.--but t arfa.sa 1 t took ....... , 

th gloattflQ ciph.- of a hu band undsr;tood. and h.1" fr.u;:G \ b gan falUn; 

into hial.Qwo· . boe:ta. and all the triumph of hl wrttched sh ntin; 

,Was that ahunting QtiJ t as large as 

din" .. , i would have dts1ntegrat d in th ~ m pau , to 



~. 

allow ~ fir t rags to cinders in d me. How lonr:hRlY chU~tor, 

I10w lang? 

;Y f I hava tartur d a manwttA 'aU my hetai't" ~d th8n borne the tartur . 

1" my own body' Once. when the -'fight. had di.8d dOWfl J and my triumph was as 
, If' t:c. 

campleta as it, t. 8 er is nth e., I .. " husband as an 1ACarnatianf and 

, reall. d--elmast bluing the -,Omeu1 the dwstof wh se feet 1 took vary -
day). that I had been ~1nga spear :Ln vinegar and p1etht~ng it . ~ntQ his 

de . with aameth1l1g Uke gaiety' Wham they w1eh to d tray they f',uat 

,make bl1ndt.......end ,hOW many time , then. hay I beaRdestray dl And dose 

, y I don't euff~. not Uk Catharin whirl on the wh . 17 

I am dDtng 081'1 AOW I 1:t'ltll-s:::r::? 1ICIc:b1 MD.ra'~jl2l"3:I"a"~·d':::I61Z1' =nl:ll'~·dlll.I:I.m:dt:PIiII,:d":IIP.·'Cl6r.aH1;., 

" , t; I ,.1 i,. "IV'S b U' t, 'I ,., t, I 1 • W" em IF 'P" h".geP I 

Y:es, I saw him 

bathed in ~ght,., almost I fl&t Chriat, as if he bad be there in thts 

man is '18'" on a seaand m1 ton t wh11 she wa enJ,y1ng th . fru1 ts of 

all I had b 

the , omen" 

doing to himl In extsnu.a:t1oa. really' I ought, to add th1e-­

tf the)! looked at m &hocked far eomething eJe1d or dQ~e 

to tbe1r husband . f even as the), said/ tlu,'fj why do you bahav like that'. 

he hasn t dona you any hann? closed thair arms round m and amiled nat 

forg1 V _a. no. fo1QrQ1vanllSS YIOUld have ahawn til er1JII ., but srat · ful 

condonementl It muet be remember ' d that many woman, aepee1all,. ~8.' 

gifted. seek a deep ~'l"evenge on thet1r fathers which they act on their 

husbands I 

When, th Jaws. t t~ live 'under "the 'Pto1ami'n Al8)C.8lldria. thetr 

J ovah was adm1red,. But He we tao 'inaccetaaibls. and rather bad-

t Bred. Tnt . iewhy Christ, the author f our ltv • cam to mediate 

~Qr Him. {(,~ M ~ .s~-..,..?)) 
. Wh ;' 1s &a)ing this for IDe' (( S+J../".. ?)) 
/ My ato~hatraptures and 'i sOrroW ' l am glv1ng birth t" «J>~;/iJj 

S~~)}. 
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W 11. let me speak fi~at. I d1sl!ke to see anyone suff'· anti. 

therefore I must return tn my ttiginal suggestion 01 an analyst. If 

this 1 here the 'supr ' a Jew' has: landed us, aftercanturies of war 
: , 

'and recently t~e cruel~est ractal dec1ma 'lon of nll t~m ; 1n his nam f 

then I think 1 p~fer to think of history as .thout h$.~. 1. real1 e 

hat. despite, my hav1ng been ,bQPttsed a gentile (but haw doss. onE) eliminate 

the Jew rsi th a 11 tt'le watBr'?l. I real! e that I know noth1n hat-

soever e Qut Christ, and .indeed never gave h1JD a thought. Again I say--

9 'b tilee t ; an anlyat. sa J 
Je.* ~~,~ , 
A~,ne. tao l as that Ftt), water. even all the cre,at:d Qceans, will un-

make the Jew. I \land$%' .18 he even clrcumeissd" the l:.;;:a renegade? , 

In this much I agree with ·him., that-her outcries and her innr burnings 

hardly rscOlDmend her Chl"iat. anda$ for Christ be1ng the author of 014' 

Uve~f Witches mak an outcryf W1tches burnt W#.tches ar ~moved 

·to do things thsycannot undar~tand and which they lat~ may regnlt J ' 

Wl. tchea are blind ci, warga ere ~t in their fI!Ouths. they dance to ,th ' 

devil t ~unel ~e thSX eE! a featur! of, ghr1ft1atxJ And Joshua said 

to the pecapJ, '. y~", cannot erve the lord., far I:te 1$ an holy God, he is a 

" Jealous God. he will not forgive )four transgressions or' your sifnsJ 

You ere mocking th, . Oman in ,me, yeti at~ff-neckat.l pock t-~I 
I : 

. our reUgion never had an Isis, a Mery, a Mother '~ a .stv t '·a 

Lukahmil Your sky Was always se bleakly male' And this is why the 
, I 

().. 

upremem Jew,s I call him stretched out his hand to your woman. and 

was :Lnr.turn adQred by them, ;beoause fop your rae : the), were natvt'al.ly 

iJifer10r to men----

It was always wsl1~nown Jev4s11 doctr1n . 'His home, .meaning his 
:0 ! 

Having a. daughter was regar-ded a unfortunate-I 
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So it 'is 1n Qbri. tiem Italy today' 

And ~ for Jewish doctrine, thialso }IS t A 108 tn woman 1an 

immodesty'l Far f):'om eubmitti".g to this. Chri.et .spoke to th oman at 

"" tb eU, he spoke to whOFs-t he reaeaned th them, h heard th ob cantty 

Of their vo1ces with joyl And Ida believe that both )fC~ and)lour 1fEh 

)IOu po -b 111 d old cunt, SBe n. more 1n my outcries and b n10S$ than a 

litt d1sturbanee of your 'ord' . f theGl'de~he precious ord that 

makes you th ~iAg servants of ~tencel I er ,-our grot q 

little homilie on the first moon-ehota. He w are all going to b 

bigger fU'ld better 13 Qple once e had happ d on ttl pthp].an . f And hCt 

the earth too ,mall for u imagine what lar esse of heart tnat 

argus ·' What a small. thought. what a mean insarta1tivi.ty to th ' marv 1& 

t . _ e all around me each .' i!iiIiiIiiiiil'iiliillit_h. in he dep h of' theu maSic, and not 

Uke yau a an in" tory, a ·nume;rice1. aecUlDula 'len of faded . Jects ·f 

The ·arlh is '1 for those . . D dead f r those 

hQ e.J" " dead" And all th flights 'acrgs God" 'n1wers 'will not enlarge 

them, Or 'r It will . make them smaller, deader I Yes, ho you 

want ' to ~er the skY. yo~ who would · ow lese f rbearanoEh 19$5 r . son, 

1e $ imp.ertiali ty tb my 1f ( Qn tn)'. 'elf} t nde:r direatta. ok 

at ' your 'fora " ce towards me 10k ' .tthe .reasont't U. 'tan to the 

Q;r~ ttl t fly arQunct-.-witch, '$lOY, ' sh evil I Touch you anywhere on 

the raw ud flis reason by th 'windowl 

Anyone who wishes for the hi t mu t avoid all company good or bad • 

. said hat? (( lieU, alM~ ~A.C 1Jt. ~I: ! o;t, .... ~ -l..c ~"""j 0JLt. ?)J 

~ \.bower ,sa1d it, 'you n~ . 'I'\eve:' managed to alYQid coq:Jany for a 

minyte f yo~ lif J 
All •. sha is bad< aga1n~that .. lim ·wles·. Wa$ ' " " asl ' ., D.1d sha 

die? Mo burn1ngly delle 'I ou your 11 ·tl ounding haft f ~ a it 
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bar you 'saying it in 'the Harl apartment 

befor 9 ' v" thought Df my clem" y s und you dr .f your br k 

• nd drawing tear I-I r'SJ' nemt-1ng the lotus ' of my 

b you say1ng to . t On the r occasions en you ar with Just 0 

or t 'Q pea let sitting qui tly. ven th )'ou are rit1ng letters! 

((Thi as ore urs Sophi.. A Bin an Indian t ,'Muladh , ·. So 

perh I wrong ~"' ... v voice which al 

Ind1an term (page 54). It:l. Y to under mat the .... iiiiiiii ....... Sophia, 

bee u of her d phys1cal 11f. She will uddenly devour 

abo to cov in th twinkling of an eye. with nne' noticing.)) 
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2. 

Th warrin thoughts lnt sify with the island· heat (it 1s 

Augu t). On th land th 1. an outb of chal at but no ane 

s to think :1 t po sibl t thi apatl . 8 ieland could b infect , ~ 

w1th1ts from two eentur1 go, and it coast-l1ne ~t d 
10 

with the dunping f vaet 0:1.1 tanker that paa far out at day and 

night. ar in th tmaaph ' f war in the • war in ~e mindl I 

cannot help th1nk1ng that Soph1 1 right and w 

biological acim I and that thi da11y war w 

preparing n 

on the world round 

use wh1ch mean also ch other) 1 , 11k the war of ur ind, a1 ply 

the tormented gurgitat1 n of old -arms, b let now, and the gem1n-

etian af new on ~tvan n racperl:tap. not van biological, 

but a n li1' requiring no physical r lieation. no ace-tim formula 

h va 1 ft th :1nvis1bl to laok after it 11' for many at a111 

c turi t it ha _a~ted "~s own rev g, and de l1fe on th earth 

1q:,oeaibl. No th ala t -vo:1c t. as we might call th , 

und tormented, t war with ~~ ~v~ no .1 . than J4th ch oth r. 

Th _ mo t tranquil 1 perh s th t of Mr R ads; •• _ .. _ - .. - . · ....- .I .:.· ~ .:I ... .;- ' :. 

« 
• through his newspapers, that,..th world 1 going from 

bad to r '. and th who1 daf~antly my t1cal probl th t 

ha never one occurred to ~1m. 1 t alone to ant d h1m. 

In 



- 7S (3) .. 

n i taken ':1.11. Now his fevers are tirely clu to th 1magin,ary 

tu t10n hlwifa he found her 1f 1nl to the thoughts he . has ben 1n-
s 

f ted by) ' to .the 1mBg!n t1ve c i~uc:tlon he he bu1lt an th 'basls of 

hi wi' t , I Here, .then, 1s a physical enct-prodUctl no a,V ' t. no ,affair, 

an 1 11 d or suggested lev ' . bet""" his wife and 

Sophia, but it 1 tas 1f· 1t had all happ . ed, and his ,body reacts. with 

v.Lolenc . gaint th , Viol 'ce af hi own thQughts, precisely . fits thechale:ra 

dariv d from the w101eno ' 0' river- and e&-poUution. Hia bodr ' now requires 

re t. to drag th mind dawn from its int , state so that .infect d thought 

y b om prop ly absorbed . 'knowl d'. in the same way as hi. fU1ti­

bOdi might d stroy the chal • Thu his destiny moves th , t chela 

to it t lmudic endar detachm t . 

t 

'H i 111 gail'l',,· Aeron' wit It seem$ that· eh 1 

ly wr1 ting n of h 11 ttl not s to th Sophia villa (later he 

it pl. \ 

* * 

H i ill agai",_ 

hat? Ar you writing 1 tter to m, fter sa long7 

Y • H fell into • in th bedroom 1 ding on to the 

verandah (the large room. not the narrow plaee where you and I had ur 

aft . . oan • with hlmn t t yards aw Y. b · nd the curta1nsl.and a , his 

b thing w $V luctant to ake hi. H developed a fever, 

Th ho it 1 h him under observation. 

Dh my slim, insulting onal 

I fli ' everywhere but I anag d to get h1m intQ a privata 
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Wlii 
room and bribing th Moth Superior -tav prami s of a possible en-

dowment in our wills and so on. There are masses of fruit on hi 

b dsid tabl. You know the ho 1tal lneide? It gard S ost 

giv n to tho e afth Renag d ,th shattering whit building you and 

I w togsth from th ferrY-b~~. ~~t firt day. gl ing l1ke a 

forti' y cony t tucked behind it. I b lieve they' 

Franoiscans. aut they could aqually be Dominicans. If they dldn't 
+..r 

talk much I might ell tEak th ~trapp18t. 

S ful......-vul arityl But t find myself laughing tool Tho e 

laugh w. u d to hav. ith th sw t pouring down our sides 1n Harlan? 

They ad an offenc to such a terr1bl epoch, pulling of the dark 

d t I 

do d h1 _ ti d' littl ay beginning to follow 

th b at of th nun round th room, 0 I kno h _ 18 on th mend. Of 

c ur h 1 t1arr1f1ed to b in the hand of 'PlUmb jumbo praoti tioners t 

a he call th • But h ft S ",ndar their arian They know 

how to glv hi pillow th t little p t which iqJar1:s peac. He told" me 

to y th t th tbri of Chri t' filthy lot n th whol~n teril-
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1sed instruments and . bedpans everywhere. The flies are terrible as I 

$ay but the insecticide hey use 1s w r e. they never sa m to have hear-d 

the word Cal'C~agent.. He reads a great deal and his· w rtderful hdr fall s 

t o h s shoulders as always. He tria to pray but they al aye f;J.nd an 

excuse to inte~upt him. and he is doing it in silenoe now. These are 

in any Ca e .• he ays. the best prayer,s . the dootors hev · picked UP th 

word · virus and us it to explain everything, th L.atin for • poison ' J 

Still. it replaces .germ' , which sounds alQ.fashioned. As he ~ecovers . , , 

h~s eye beg1ns to11nger on me with a mare def1n~te look. Why does he 

reoQver so quiCkly Uxhau 1n bospital and nat at home? , , , 

I am la)fghing again'l 

. The-same treatment is available ~ bath places! I ean't $vaid the 
~ 

impression that , e fe~ls safer in hQSPital~ 

--~11tting my ~desf 

I don I t mean ecause ciactar,&nd emergency treatment are available 

there but because .heis oot at my mercy therel Vesl vet at home I fly 

round him.. 'X bring h1m what he neeefs faster than a dozen nursing sisters. 

W1th better care for hvgiellEt toe. H kng s all th:...s. ·His thud hasp1t-­

alisattcn in how many years~ Is it altogether aCCidental'1 

Lovely iron)'! 
~ 

I think the lingering look he gives~isn't IAtuely a.wakening d sir '. 

T,et it ls too ' There 1ssuspicion . and mistrust Even a g11 It of fear . 

00 you kn what he fears? That I mtJght not help him on to the ad. 

And $ven I share the 'fantastic idea! . it mak~s me do mere and mare far 

him, aqueezlng oranges, ~$11ng to the pharmacy for what ttl ho~tal is 

to m an to give him, sening and st~tl.:U4l".\g. In me tOg dee1re has b 

come m1xed---with this oth~ thirts;r. . It .has g1v the de~n both 
- .. 

sides---a sharper edge. 

It S8f3mS to me that he ought to cast off' th larmentf' shame finally. 
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. Aft I' all h can't go on doing it for ever. No wander h gets f verse 

You tell m th t-whos hands have alma t grown to the hape of the 

part you h v touched I 

I'm two or thre deced 8 youngerl 

And increas1ngly ctiv I 

hy. doe th t thrill you l1ghtly---? 

No. I never want to you again. and I already regr t thi letter 

I haY written you, much th t I shall tear it upl Yat I hear you in 

the 811 c. your husky voice, complain1" , beguiling t r · nding-and 

your hands, how I rananber th ,th altr1c charge th t cr oks from 

th 

You call it lectricity. I call it something de er ithout nam. 

One the kundalini has baen awoken, th climax c see +USfY, 

though dea1r may for a time increase. 

((Again the Indian term, meaning the coiled serpent of sex that 

can b stamp d into th flam, and the flam ri es up the spin to become 

scsta y, so that the world 1 at le t capulat d in the perceiver. 

hoS voie thi is I cannot t 11. At th1 at ge I feel I cannot rule 

ut the po s1b1lity of lntruding vole s from hundr ds, even hundreds of 

. thousands of years ago J ) ) 

Somet1m s I wauld 11k to know what h s happened to the world, and 

tak my 11ver-knabb d can 1ik sceptre and call for order I A 9 eral 

di eus on a to what W8 can all do about it befor it 1 too late, I 

m b for Th Bomb drops, I m n a pol1 tical d1 au ion to iron aut 

11 our differences, they ar sur ly not toogreat---thi i what w need I 

I had an interesting man to dinner, an annoying sniff and globul s of 

weat on hi upper lip but I suppos h can't help that, who said th t 

en dominat d society 1n the 1 at tag of Gre civilisation and 
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brought about th final d18int8~ tion of ~hat Now, 1f I 

my l' truthfully. can I make a ingle mov any day without consulting 

'I wif, I san my wife' pleasure, the anaw DIU t be no. What ha 

happ d to lAs? Tak Aaron' s wif. Somet1m I think !t!! got him into 

hasp! t 1, I happened to hav taken troll up the hill (of course sine 

Sophl v d ut and built her own v11~ hay b an thick as fl s 

together) and I • an ambulanc draw up outsid .. I t pad b ck into 

a bush (lit aUy) and watoh while they f tohed him out on a kind of 

sit-up tretcher. V t not two hour before, in th mom1ng. I had b an 

d1 au s1ng th1 ter-question w1 th h1m--I' after m of hi w tar-

.. ply. he h something 11k thou nd 11 tr s a day comin,g from one of 

hi rings, and I get very ~hort in the )drJg n for lrr1gJStion . 

purpo e. H was as bright a a pin I Now sam times a woman can appear 

at th salient moment in man' 
~ 

Ufe ,and distract hi m. Th1 sniffing, 

sweating chap at dinner s s to b qui te right that our world is reeked 

by th sam fevers a the Sr world in it . last day when no city-state 

uld gre with another and the in t gf indep dence w t trang 

for th 11 t coh 10n to b pq sibl for long, thu renderin 1nevi tab 1 

the Persian victor:J.. • Now t 11y H llen:Lc ~ld did continu , he 

went on. sniffing 11k ferr t. but at th hands of a foreigner, a 

acedanian, 
l 

Q t. up a new 01 ty on the co t of Africa in his own· name, 

'

8Mndria

• 

H t lk d far to much. like all th academic johnnies, 

unl th Y dontt talk at 11. but it wa qu:Lt tnt tinge Sam ow I 

f 81 that sh , Saph1 , belongs to th Gr eo Of d1 integration. I feel 

that these two worn • sh and Aaron's wife, are th xpression of something 

dreadful. th eclip not even of . civil! tion but a Sf) 1es. It 1 
So 

reveal1ng th t they can lay an old patriarch like, hi 1\ ~w. H went out 

'ling his prayer. I eel a nostalgia for-I can' t tell what. when 
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I hear him pray. y parent war hardly orthodox. It rind e of-

and thing clog m~ , throat, it se Ii tao d ep for m I And I ant to 

esc::ao, e all this l'v built up and rush to---whar? Do th woman, 

e.~ea old 1ff-sweat. not lw y t~ h r revenge for childbirth when 

find th man pro tr t and near hi 

11y. 

d? I 'thought that wa damn d 

(( uld not1c her that" Ranc:lWcad t as it for granted th t 

SOphia and f collusion ag inst Aaron. 

her. h can hav . found th1 info tion I cannot gu H 

th t they are no longer talking to ch other, or at lea t 1 11e it 

wh he y • ever sine phi a Dved ut and built her villa we have 

been s thick f1 '. but pemap I misinterpr 1ng th t. H 

y h v . pick d up the id th t Soph1 d Aaron' wife are s sing each 

retl)', but that s s r ther far-f·etch d. H may also 

hay • picked, up' Aaron 1 wif t thought v s, but he is not th sart of 

man· ;to spend hi tim doing that. 1randa, th Aaron m d. aft 
.r 

pas e th R gade villa and taps for chat with ths11 girl. A lot 

of info ticn p sea th t way_ H d of th not that 

b tw the Aaron and the Soph1 v111. and asStuoed that th 1m age 

..l. • ___ .. , ...... . ' ... ... ' ~ - ~ of the Manh ttan day w still on. As to thi 

itginary!!! sa. by the way, I hav alw y thought th t th Reneg de 

picked up York go sip bout Sophia and the Hal • and transferred 

it to th Aarons.}) 

L t an war that straight away1 hen ciety fells it deserve 

to falll It f 1 has no other cau than th p!'CJpensity to falll Al1ft 
en :1. tear th threadbare tap try down. having be '14 !.liAiI 

deprived of their part in t weaving of that tape try. they ust t , 

1 t b g1 n th pleasure af ' taring 1 t down 1 t no longer present 



-.". 

'/ 
f 

- 1? (3) -

v lid 1 g I , Perhap they cb 1 t fro de biolog1cal consciousness 

th t wift c ge i ,n sary--new1n\l1s1ble fonnat1on tower the 

m n9 of that PERFECT CREATURE th Gl"'IIillkA t lk d be t J Not 'meal , and 

f po~t1c 1 ache • th bogus ord d p ttem 1ch 

f th h artl Natur ly filii p 

you o1ng to push thwom into th ki tch and th nursery whil 

your ffair ar going welll You do it by promising th the divine, 

but they never one glimps itl Perhaps you er sincer, a a young 

bri groom, when you prom1 ad that, for .. thililiiilll .. diiiii .. vi_n ................ __ .......................... iiib_O_u.t 

yb the only 911 p of the divine you will v get I 

Y u w the1ning 1st in h y • but ;wh 1 I 1 now in your d it 

and r dit colu ns? And your wife mu t pay for th divine 91 t you 

bring to h·~.....ny 10 kin after your children, by trays of cotf 

t rna ts 0 hard pr sur (oh Y t ' h pre yo~ suff ,glued 
r 

han, '1n fact you are Just tao lazy to make th cOffr e to the t 
I 

I 

not to mention th vo1uptuQU servic s of the b d which, 

60me fair ther r Gul, ut b ' dy 11k ' n aut mat1e str t-

,I d lio ~ess • NatlW 1y h ,your =_I:eI!Idl!l::cSt ~ 116,> . when no one can 
! 
I, 

"; b · bh . ted ny more, when your youth 1 in revolt (they c 

wor J with th divine on ro which th Y h v but r&C8I1tly COOle--elrI8 

are your 

. / 
y u: 'too a pl toni t?) ,when yet aneth ar account ble to your stupidity 

br out, or bu ines shrink becau e you fail d to mas~er your greed.,-
I 

/ 
, 11, n turally the men e forward with knives in their te th I You 

/ your If ·were obliged to play th two-ba ad baa t in a anh ttan hotel 

1- I / 

th a an less than half your age, b he threat ned to blo ·· 

your bra1n QU,t if you cI1dn t t . 

, / ((Th following 1 the tory of on of the Ren ga~e' s adv tures in 
/ 

a anh ttan hot 1. He aphia picked it P I cannot y. since he only 
/ 

;' ! 
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c1ates a out it ( of th had had the same 

SJtpar1enc). can# be ra. h th other hand, that it really did 

happ ? C ld it be Renegade dr ot· love'll) 

That' true. She kn eked on my door and I thought 1 t was the hall 

rt saag from my runner. . Blue Chips h d taken a dip nd 

lnd w looking ~:u~n round th giU t d I wa exp ting to 
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hear the war t from Wall Street (I always am). And suddenly sh fills 

the fraFij~ of the do~r With the mast unldssabl mou~h I have ever seen. 

,p~n d red ~e a ftrema,n· s hose~, and asks me 1 f 1 need anything {;Irgent. 

I sa1,d th~ you very much. no , with t ,hat elegant , sh~e Qf my head I have. 

my eyes cast down. when I ,11m dismissing sameG1e. But sh stood her gr-QlAlld , 
, " . 

the daorwtde open, and said, You better hedda, honey, ,and I laf at anythin 

lsss than a couple hundred bucks. And she eame inside and kiekedthe door 

cl sed ,with something like a nazi bOQt. I tried to be quiet about it. 

and remembered as much as 'I could -of ,Freud 1is coolnees of tone. But 1t 
I 

didntt work. tasked her, why she needed to do this sort af thing, and 

simply made the fireman· hose form a great oval and stuck her tongue 

throu~ it. She even mad me feel under analysis,' ~her than ~ce versa. 

I tried to be paternal b~t she asked ~n a flat D~ee. her eyes stari'ng into 

my h ad. if I had 'kids t. Yes I said. two girls ana ~hre male drug-add1.cts. 

,X was try,ing to mOVe on to the pa~nte.l-concem ttlne but she cut that . 
, : . 

eh~rt. A, couple af' whores and three fags, she said,:, Then. Don't give 

me that bullshi t absut my da~Shters a"d my sons. you should try playing 

dad in a film. thay need phon1~' ~ke you. Come on. let'ssee your 

bread . dad. And lucidly I ha~ ,th$ ~ind of money in my wallet that she , 

seemed, to nsed. Another thing she s~id, . You come fro,," a generation of, 

Whorse...,.nakers and fag...cnakers,1 ; And" ao,l, she said, with a grim 1,001< righ~ 
t-

,in my ~~, . are you going, to enjoy ~hiel I.ve got your Wi,ole oharac:eer 

wri tten out in my head 1ik~ a ~o~ f 

And you did 'enjoy it. You say nothing. Wetll' 

I . never told the wife,a , th1r:tg • 

. The onsthing ymA navef0ld' her. A man who confides in his wife 

is a damned fool! . . 

She kept her boots on_ .1 mean, she did everytM~ng for mel Here 

was a · ~rtual child teaching:; ma all thr tricks I knew, and which I had 
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hitherto ~ taught others. but teaching me in such a way that they 
Lo$ 

appeared to meLnewf And in a way that made me feel I didn't exist any 

more as a man with a name and a business. Yes. I was completely lost but 

by no means absent. Another creature was ther.e. acting for me,' far wild­

er than I ·had ever suspected myself of being, far les6 scrupulous about--­

well, its choice of pleasure. I realised how much shame lay ooiled up 
~ 

inside me, little reserves that had, 1ai, like dead rats in an attic all 

these years. I had alwaysijlanced hitherto in life'. never really looked. 

This tim e I looked, and found a pit of snakes in which I delighted. I 

am not at all sorry to have had the experience. I donft mean beoause I 

en,joyed it. The enjoyment was mixed. and in any ease subsidiary to the 

new hells my eyes were opened to. I saw perhaps that hell and pleasure 

are not exclusive of each other. 

And you gave her the two hundred bucks? 

'I gave her f1 ve hundred I . and it crowned the pleasure I had had when 

she didn't even thank me.: She said she could have done one of two things 

to me--killed me or seduced me, and for her one was equal to the other. 

And I felt I had been killed. Her love was more a lionessts mauling than 

anything else. I doubt if there was pleasure on her side. Her victim 

was struck down by everything she did. just as if she were mUrdering him. 

My eyes glowed at her as she left the room. I asked her would she come 

back some time, for a talk. If I came back. you human bidet, she said. 

I I'd only oome back to kill yo ... ~ And even then my eyes glowed. How oan 

I put it? I found mors· tendernBsa in her v101ence, in the ddlsgU5t she 

clearly felt for me and the entirs .'species. than I had known 1~nYOne elas. 

I am frank ith my ife ~n everythi"~. but this one fact prevented me from 
. j 

telling her. In the gtrl's di$gust there was concern-yes. obviouslyl-

concern that a better or~ature ShQ'ulp one day b.:J,r'iueed' 
, , 

ny mind began 
~~;~. 

to delve into thea meek anGl ' stunted cul,ture of which even crime is an _p-.o .. ,. 

&iii And what did lcoJht fo~: .. under her 'gaze. ,nat to say under her 
I I 



nwgn (but .trangely delicate) hand" My ,debit and credit column. as you 
, ~ 

oal1 1t. had come in U$ f,.l, but what about tAB carefu.l sducationat school 

endun1vGra1t.y, 'the iniagri ty I had alwa, bean. taught t had. 'the CQnviction 

that h,th!. war W8 ' right and that ana wrong. that heowght to be .leotad and 

the other one not. that aoommitt. should bs Qrganised. a 'bruat eat 'WP. 

errang ... ts mad for contracts to b'G filiered through to an in-law or a 

cow.in in ned. all the daily engagements that made m f ttl responsible, 

or ~athlJrttemonstratad what I had always been 'taught aa my uAdoubtad 

responsibility? All that fluttered to the ground l1ke autumn l_vas the 

mQmant sha loIIked at me. It dimnit evan crash. A cr.ah would haw 

argued a tall edifice. But harp wa. Jwet an old half-ctead tree. not 

worih the cutting downt She spent no time 0" shak1ngth.leaweaoff ...... 

it we.. tnamot casual thing in the world. ,And 1 discovered this other 

;-.atura in me which had bean there eU the time and which waln't r sponsible 

or in a I14nimal senae ethical.. Df cour •• business isn't ethical ,either. 

All thoa Gf.... who. are involved with: 1 t 1n a big way know that. But 

as a bua1nes maR)'QU learn to live behind a vetl, nat a pretty Qnebut 

on th.t hides yQ~. That i , in fact" the basis of doing business. 

If yow. ld..d all your cards an th table at the birth of a til • deal 

you would end 1n th bankruptcy court. No. it wasn't that ahe tore down 

the yedl, 'whiGh ia cansclQualy put there anyway. Sha tor down em, enitre 
i 

ch11iaai'"n. t mean. I thought W8 had a oivl1.tian. 'until 1 r-ee.l1sed 
1\ 

that in, her lal l'ee1 power ,and 1" us Just tha' t;lagrae of' fa1nt power which - -
carnes from ooc,-pying a position acknowledged to be powerr ... l1 Do yau see 

hat I mean? I realised to what extent 1 ha.d wgn np$hing for my.elf. 

It had all bean done for me by similar intar8,ltedpart1es. Th so-called 

c1vtUaatloA wee just a kind of cowaring-together af peopl wi thout virtuBS 

er aspirations or-good dreams or more than perfunctory human conC8I'AS. 

Itw8$ basad on fixing 'yourself up, and staying that W$)I'. And this girl 



- 83-

w8sSomething' in her alf'. She was by no mean a civ1l1 tiaA. I saw 

~hat. but parhap _ sh ' had El better, certainly more sine.. 'glimmering of 

it than I did. Just by virtue of her disgust for a world. 1 had an 1m­

pres.l'on 'of naw creature. b81ng ' bom 111 the wombs of thieves end murderesses f 

And w1 thPain. thriJu,gh thi.Ck t. of Bl"r'Or, f1ndil'tgegaln the ,way to---I ' 
, , *trK. ' . 

dent know, aldirect Ufe, where people liv straight from their f •• Ungs 

and n8 d f not calculating all the ti,melika 1 nave to wbat-he ...:thinks anti 

what-tha.-othar-ana-w111-dO, shifting 8J1d ducking all the 'time to avoid 

that pi. tfall or this hanging beam,' much of 1. t imaginary. 'fat---I know 

what' :l.n your 'm1nd---lt hasn't made my debit and Cl'ad1tcolumJ1$ ,any less 

~ :h\A.. .' '. . . ' . ,.' ... 1 
d&ar,( In fact it made me reali,sa that they ar ' all I nave. So I buckled 

down. to 'even harder work afterwaras, and made thoa ' f1v hundred bucks ' about 

twentytim8. Dver, before ,l laft for acowple of weeks 1A Maine. Nor 

Ita. it ~t8t'alll my thlll.lghta 1n any way. :t . eam to ba flay,"; to mya81f aU 

th time, OK, the tree :1.8 ha1f-dead but '1 do better on it than most other 

men. and until. you can find a way of cutting it down I am obliged to conclude 

that no 11vel1er 'plant $ldats. '.~A0t1c8 that I am ' till 'an ilQPortantman 

for tho. a in needl they desp~8a tn80ften en,ought but my fi.v.e hundred or 

fiVl thOUSMd or fifty thousand bucks are usaf",l to tn.. So ' there seems 

life in the Old tree yat.l 8 polgnentlynow how weak It 1s" deriving 

ita sap from barren 8011, through de.sieated roots. But 'I BIlY. ' cut me 

down then. Nobody does it. In tact X can't s,top .my !phone ring1ng~ And 

th ... burden of the telephone meaeage ' is usually. W. "sad you. Wi need you I 

S01 

T 11 me more about her. 

Sh. painted her lips ' afterwards. 1" was surpris d at this little 

feminine attention. She also used 80me kleenz unasham ' dly t end left 1 t 

crumpled an the floor. She walke'd ' out ' withQut closing the dOor. I ' 

heard later that a girl's gang we! - 'operating,that they wer organised. 
I 
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So sha too was a slavel They covered ell the hotels in the area. 

I got a gOOd many calls from business associates to be careful abo~t 

knocks on the door. There were Jokes, hinging on the word 'knack i • 

I chuckl~d obligingly (a they no dOUbt .Joked obligingly). In fact I 

wa1ted for another knock with bated heart, if I may use the expression. 

I cancelled my dinner dates. I maan the on8$ that didn't promote the. 

~t column. aut there wa no e~ond visitation. ~ 
~ _ ..... -t . ... .,..~ 

I naver really liked this island. What made me suggest ta Sophia . 

that 1 build a villa far heron the east side clase tD the hospital I 

hardly remember, p~.ob.bly SQPhie's ardent desire for it. It was five 

years ago, just about thtme ahe was unoliUng narsalf from 11fe with the 

Aarons, that long dark incubation from which she emerged well-nigh braken, 

yet. a grander and-far me--avanmare dramatic person than before. Her 

hair had tUSTled grey, she was heavier, though not slower, and above all a 

certain inward grieving look had replaced the old one of almost wizened 

anld.ety in her eyes. I raaamber that look eo well from years ago,. whsn 

she Jumped about like a girl, her hair a gorgeous shining black, every­

thing about her so fresh and swaet except for her raging vitality. 

That look gf hers was like the perplax1 tyof an axperim ntal animal. 

She just did nat knew abQutall the sophisticated machinati,ons other' 
~~ f': wt'#i, 

peopleA11vej tilj yet she was wonderful at a business deal: she put her 
o.out. 

cards an the tabla in the moet alarming way • .. somehow made th other 

person feel that even 1f he made a fool of himself by ov~uy1ng, it was 
..t. -:... 011. .~ 
~ c,,",, l'\N4 ~ II •• 

good" to have her wn,," wi" I mat her in Cambridge, Mass. ,God knows 

what toQka1ther of us th~a. It was on the edl'Port~eph1a alw~ys 

makes a joke about its having been a pickup. But w wera destined to 

meet. I'm like SG many friend. she has-da-married so to speak. 

'" tl-c -..JI no monay worries. We would have metlanyway, as I'd been living en this 
I ' 

island, andAreturned now ana then to shake a few dear hand. I remember 
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now 'why! was 1n Cambridge (1 aapPGse I 11k to ,block ttl period out). 

I IS recovering with a relative from my acand marriage, to a British 

planipot 1n ttlaMiddle Eest Who had (still ha., 00 dOUbt) a , nrffl,d" dry . ' 

face with hlUTaued ayes. His eppraach to my body Was ,~1m,pll frighten!"". 

He ~oom.adown an ma 11k. a QUlenl len " his ayes f1ad lik., blaCk, P~i80n­

tipped epearhaad8 Qn anything but my'. " while he fail d to do anyth4.ng 

vary much axe t gat beyond himself_When 1 t "0 'avar' , . ' 

he Quld wash him l' m.n in the 000'1 water that w. kept in spacial!)' 
~ +-J..r . 

, nsulated tanks ___ tbet.roof. It wa the wor t th1ng ha could do 1n 

, that heat J end it made 'him ,irritable inpJ'8Cisel, the aame wayewry time. T t.A.. 
~r.Jr;~ - ~ .... 

B{ would last through tiffin (as I gr _ lAp to call taa) and,l thrOugt3 bis 

two h~rs' offtcework: in tne farEd,," compound surround d by dirty sand 

and Wlnkli.ng palm tr , . H was a dear ,creature. W never ~ally had 

a moman'b': argumant. We had plenty of good latfs;t8,) wi"th __ thing over-

done about thI admit. 1 used 'to go to hie office som"times. Ev,ery 

car ssntup magn'1f~c t whi ta clouds of dust which drifted through his 

windows, cover1ng hie 1'11es end t lap hones and sacntari 8 Uka _ eft 

moGrtUght. All day skinny end silent, figures '" dirty loincloths 

tE' I '0 P18;t- hoses Dn to the $Md to kaap it daWrI but the ~ wa 

humourously cruat---it dried at, once what aa wet., 11k8 Pud< playing 

trloka. Th18 gava th . dark figures ,R hopel.. laak a ~bay stared, 

hases in band" cst every' new arrival. I don tt know why I'm talklng 

about this. Memories. I $tIppose tt is to avoid talking about my plan1pot--­

I mean that· a Why I moved on to ramembm-ing the CQmp~nd ar.'d the hoses. 

So IOUQh 'has bean wri otten and talked about the love-making thai comas off I 

_ Uttla about 'those bungled and, nat least, baffUng ,atrugglea 1:hat tal<. 

place between people who approach each other with hooasavar their heads 
· . t4.t&L 

oompased of f~lddan dreams and the wounds th.y rose from. throUgh)(thay 

dantt even, try to see the other 'parson'--bu't what 'person t shoUlSd W8 

• I" 
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see in order to make loy • successfully·'---! ask th1s tJ~rhatorically, 

because 1 simply do nat know, naver having given 'or found pleasure Wi ttl 

Ed ther my f1r~t husband.. a remarkably )"Oung army general. handsoms, flushed 

nth outdoor living. his light blue ay8s p ... . tually alive with a smile 

and with, heal.thy thoughts, or his t\lf'l~d 8wccessor. Whers the 'bod)',' 

camas in, I never under-stead. Somewher 1thad desires, anct--strongar 

perhaps than straight desir ....... the . hope of violating som deeply felt 

authority (~neid8 one) that fOrbade !OX contact. But onC8 yow .are 

naked. there seemed no more to , be dona, I maan even thedasil"a d1saPPeaP,.d. 

So often mY ,plen1pot and I, once naked, would la.at each with sudden 

questioning surprise, for a $scond.as .1f' to ask, what th devil are we 

do1n,gt before we buokled down to what we thowgh,t th~ other wanted, and 

what I now recognise as ,0that;' people'" 10v8. whiCh W8 felt obliged to 
other 

1mitat •• · It d1Q1'~ work. Somehow or~"'" he achieved his schoolboy's 

climax whiC;h never 8ck,,~w18dg8d a p~la8 target but endangered all the .., 
lace ,fU1dglasa in the room. ,It alway, happened Uk. an o;ers1ght--

r.~;.,. 

you axp~ted nurseslwith towel , and alarmed relativese Yes. I've 

ami led $1~C8 at thue 11 ttle tU8sles. with the British Empire, as I call 

them. I raean, he was tussl1ng no less 'with the British Empire 1n ras. 

EJnp~astult1fies chiefly the people enjoying it. lrar81), smUed at 

the t~a. I cDwered and stooped and hung back., and everyone thaught I 

was ch~ng and modest. They glanced with rght in th!d.r ayes at my 

gold an hair. And my ~uge bOsom wes a ~ suring thing to hav 1n any 

eampany. They supposed that the plenipe.t and I cCJllabDrated 1n long 

voluptuous operations through the fiercely hQi night....-.on account Of my 

eppeu-ance I f$uppose, and also . bacaus ,l1e was never sean at the 'aU right' 

brothels~ He had no boy., nor whips to beat *h with. He never walked 

_q the main street towards Bab alMuadhem sntch1ng hiagaze from side 

to side narDOwly, his upper lip shining with sweat a de1ac,tab1 loin-
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clothed boy P~S&S~S his assistant did. All my plenipot had was 
~to ... U~ 

hi gla hood of .dreams. ell , Of thsn . c10us on 6, whileLJ;:::ta:Jione of 

fear. I understand those glass-ilp d~d creatures in Bosoh (or 1$ 1 t 

Breughel or both'). I kIlow what. it JnSanS. 

After the divorce (my , f1rst husband had been killed .1ri tne . ar by the 

way) X settled in Tangiers to reCover mysel' a little. draw the fragments Jo~tt..r 

that. the last spasms Qf the empire had dispersed. Th~ ('tax~ and ..... 
ethics-free' tas sha always says) ;t w~ted for Sophia to ViSii I day-

dreamed about us lolling 1n my easy chalrs under the fans, to the deafening ; 

scream of the fnuez.tl1g through faulty roof-top loudspeakers at dusk and at 

dawn. It happened about hth~ee times a year. 1 held her encapsulated 

in m.Y sun-fevered days,almoet happy to see her prostrated by the beat 

wh14e I. who had spent· Pluch afmy lif'e in it, lay cool. gazing across at 
. ber . 

her W1th l a ~ile.f()rbidd1i;tg"to touoh another iced drink. I called the 

·mons), spent on our i.sland-home "empire mcney·. Sophia said. with a laugh, 
~ ~r: ~......, 

Let it be s. memorial to the 0l"Ue1fix10nj of 1JIIe Wives l' F t t:1 e . P 
p)~r'ot:.s I _ . j/~t..J~'!1 

a:b'! !fa . '.L As a matt of fact~. I t;lsed to talk} about these two 'splendid 
oj ~l J.-
en"- ap ia" I I I. " ' .3 Ie fer hOur on end. underth fans. until 

~. 
she CaJII . to know them Uke f ' Sh had a great "ttaste for lead~s---

.___ arm)' ·men and ol.onial gQverno~s anti explorers and .11 thata 

eh seemed to forget they were mal'e. I ·told her that X had caused th sa 
IGr ~ /J. ;l/fI4oo 

two men t , " e more SerrQW than they had caused me. an~I gllDi,ne1th8l" of" 
~ . 

them the children they) yearn 'd for. 'Thers vias SdlDethiag· prophetlc1n me 

(Sophia was alreody. 1n thoe tang1ers clays, calling me Oassandra)" and 

even as a ~l ' had seen the fall of the emp~re clearly before ,my eyes. 

while it stUl. lay sprawled 'acrose the earth in tranquil prosperi.ty, 
~ 

before Adolf Hitler as known. Str~gely 1 fore.sa it in tile bedroom 
e... 

moet of all. knew that everything th . men 1 b i guffawed nth 
tn Cairo and Alex and Aden and el,!~d etnd srah and Port Said, everything 

/. 

( 
( 
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they Ba1d and d1d. ,even (;'0. especially) in the "rlvacy of the bedroom, 

wa ' b. in9 tari08.tured by great 1nd.uble power-shifts Q' which they wer 

totally unaware. Their way of pronouncing EngUsh---thair 'rarely' for 

really---was always bea~tful for ma, I don't know if mina *as far them. 

What ~ maan le. I was alert to the function f:)f .4CQant Be en indicator Qf 

,?1au and authort ty, Whereas for thalli. it was simply the way an Englishman 

spake. Th y fail"d to hear th reverberations of cOlleps. 1n the1r 

gently enunciated wwalsJ which had such an 4ltmasphere for roB of clement 

$UIPIII.-rafternoona on EngliSh lawns. and a certain ~nterior kind of poetry, 

t".Ab1cwnd, Mellc:Jw. placid Uke1the golden horses that gaz.adf'rom their 

stables. Their manners were m.ol"al?le. in. eGreek way-.--howean I put 

it?r-- they were tne last Engl1sh generation to be brought ,up aD Greece, 

it echoed in their behaviour, gave their faces a ssmetim s daZzling fresh 
jo~~Dl' ~~ 

beauty in youth (no wonder N" Ft 3 Jf " t I , queana fl. In the 

'irst world war .horde Of these datt~".g ,oreatur s, fresh fromschsol., 

waited far death a ~f ntatory had· no fL.Crther use far them. My man 

weren't quit Uk that. Really' the~ 11 d i.n the shadow of amp!.", 

end perhaps they waren't deep dawn convinced that it would last. 'Besides, 
~ l;-'1..~-J . 

'tiIw:I:f CQuntryL wae black with lnc:Wstnal amake ,it was Nn by ,mcJney t end 
~ 

the man~APaoPle had U.t.ls tim for Grak youth and I&i casual. 
~ wuW:.,J1 ~~~ ~ ~ ~, ,. 

mellow oharm. ofoaursetf eil . ilSP tiZilkC'U ait 1 II, ill if ! e"Ii II.: The 

_I ......... ~.~ __ _ ._ .,.I_ bad onss snarled and leshed. Their anutr were tarr1ble. 

In wary part of the world they left behind them multitudes: Df awed, 
1;;0 

mortaUy hLd't ,find rabb:t.llQus p8Qple. Funny, they ware alWAYS' admit'ad,{ ~ 

by that,- tRQs,t implacable .,emi88. Peril81'S beeatlse they had 8 \ 8 1f11$8. 

way Df doing things. having been taugh~ that even to be kicked ~und by 
',! ~a \ 

an Englishman was a privilege for th I<4.ckad. LIne bad onts) arQ ';th0 e on 
:j \ ~ \ 

Whom all anpire" in tha last analys1 J ~ap"'dS. When the . \' '!Iact, th 

goad are taught ,to loak the ather way.' :\\1 saw enough Wi of i~ ' ~t th. 

omears· club-," C$1r'1:1. (yat aU of til ' \ goad and bad~ kElP , t~ilI1r 
I \ .' \ ..r- \ \ \ 

worst bahav1aur not tor Copts or Arabs of Nu ~ans bUt at t~~, own, 
. 1 
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CQuntrymen when they were of a lower clas.s. I saw the desperate flaw 
~~ 

in this procedure and began, to thi~ that all impe,rial rul~$ ~ begin 

their colon sation at home. I saw" during our brief \I1sits to 'London o'n 

leave., that QtJr, aocents were gradually bs1ng ostreci,sed QC1.a11)' i and wi ttl­

out krlcwing quite what I was \Jp to I began lawal-.1ng my volce dln buses and 
~, 

1n the Tube. 1 was amazed. though. at ho~ long tbe English tQlerated i:t 

_ I mean the workers who suddenly organised them elves 1nto real pol­

i tical , union for' the first time in the second war, and brought the class ' 

ttl wh1eh ,I allowed myself to b long down. Even then no blood was shed. 

I suppose because the 'ruling' class (of' course there was none, really) 

failed to put up a fight. And why should they have fought? the~ 

sJ.tllPly handed over- the ini tiati ve to their American oousins, who they 

thOUght; Quld be flattered and begtJ11ed by their accents like the Eng11sh 

wet'e! [My . eoond huaband always said.'nie API$rlearts have takan !lIVer, and 

after all 'tt1e),'re the only people w1thencugh pow'car' to I do' it nowadays. 

1 as astdnished at hQwgeneral this f~e1ing was among the very people 

, hp had been lording it allover' the Middle East. apparently without a 

moment"s doubt in their awn author1.ty" anly mon.ths before' BtAt that as 

what X had 'S,een ':lon the bedroom, even as a newly mari1ed m,rl' their au­

thority was inherited. it had not baen !9!!t and it did not SO lower than 

the sk'-n. In the form of new dynamic lctaa~. Al, empire rm.ast fall., ,1Ckly 

or slo ly, for that reason, ! , suppose. The whole class of well-spoken 

Engl:l,shman scattered like ghosts. Within five years of the war" there 

, ere hor-dee of PQGr gentlefolk. and gSl1era1(9 with ' Qnl.~ martial attitudes 

left. one 'wouldn t Uke ~o see them rule the world again J' not because 

they did !t badlY""--they achieved the first hint of Slocal administration 

with remarkably blandease--but bau~e no world rulers of any tlesoript-

~'f' 

.ton are ever wanted again. It is th ruling human be1ng e ~ant to diSptinS8 
I tI.Ie.~..u~ 

with, end wham we sea aPpear again: and again. Sometimes I feel t I ; . ''< 
i, ' 
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tho guely t , dar tan of v n1 hed 

,blo d). I f 

so niQely 

th In ry tir. But I we tt a fill. 

th • Po er tunt tho a on it 1 exercised--but 

enc:e---a. divorc d and 

trav -lUng man-se d to .. co1nc1d p ctly with India'sl 

{,{ It occur to m th t it might 11 hay b Ca ndr ho ' 

1nt &1 ted th Indi n t ,m in me 0 th foregoing nerr tiv • after 

all- As" as I kno h~ never" en to India, yet h u s the ord 

"tiffin'. ~ many people living in ab cuntr1 he frequently 

had Indian ant, 

(nat in thl ~ok) 5 

fl r of th kltch 

she king 

impras 1v b, 

gAO:lL'~:, ially Indi n, oaok. In noth r narrat1v 

" descrJ., b . h w, h _ r Indian cook 51 ts on th t:iiP 

U day, tt1 By S elo ed, d d drUnk on , hila 

For all ' know ndi n ·s am h s g1v h _ th1 

• 'In , ~d. her lif lang frigidity h s at 

st a fun(ltion. h has found in it, through Indian thought, 'a short 

cut to ecst y'. Th eaz:'Uer cryptic refer c _ (~ t the ku d-

l1ni y th • be her ~ o her t char a. or, whethf3r he had one 

OU sJ.de th many books ,e r de. , I c not y. The p,h~ s • short cut 

to ta Y' is tram another /f'er~ tiv . ' prob 1'1 r. but gatn not 1n 

thi volum; ) ) 

Thu I couldnoth v be , or , J'edyfr hi wh n e udd ly 

turn~d up in T ngi~ _ y 

about Marrec t Tunisia. th 

much of my Ufe. Shelov d to' h 

I think I taught her lot--

orld ~n Which I had nt 

me speak Arabic. e would 

turn her qui 

asnt re Ut-n 
110u gift of nev 

• a if to find out h ther I 

aft ~ ).1. ;" n, h young - day sh had th1 marv ... 

bring1ng th, slighte t p judl:'l'all'fttl!tll'\'t to a situation. 

.'. __ •• :- "_' ___ •• " ': "'_1 _ ., _ _ _ ,.~ _ ·" •• ' :' i5 _ "''' .. ''·I _t .",_ . ,- .- ___ --
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w thing , like an nimal. Sh beorb expert c Uke 

an ani 1 too. It s1mply acted on her nerv Sh r emb red no 
-t 

detail afterward. SlfGl'got plac and namea with reck 1 speed. 

Sh n sri ad from experienc • , wh t fri d of mine us to call 

'i:h repeti t10n of exampl s·. She rep t d her stake th thing 

Uk grandeur. She didn't m1nd about that. Ther was no r tance or 

ilook1ng 1n h~-- tonic for m fter a lifeUm spent with peopl who 

for every on forward t ok two b ok, .a 1f to w1p out th consequences. 

Sophia plung ahead singing, clapping unl1k 1y people on th baak. 

ordng banqu t in fish I' taurants, quarrelling over the long-d1 tanes 

t 1 han, dashing out in the iddl of th night to swim nud or tend 
r\ 

nudin th rain, and getting her fin gar burned at least one a month 1n 

triangl or other. 5h told e about a Sicilian friend who once 

pulled a gun on har 1n Chicago. It d so unJu t1fied, end I burned 
.e 

with hatred again t that man,. She had/! t out of the ro Uk Vaslav 

:in Gis 11 " " she d ( lway called great ' men by their Chri Han 

nam a). Y afterwards I learn d that 41 Tesco, 8S e called the 

111an friend, h d a lov 1y 'mean rifel 

Wh I fir t 01 t Sophia sh , w living on th dg of Harlan--oh, 

thi wa year a~th :a n gro coupl. They war called Jack rid M bel 

Hale. Jack" lim. mou taGh • f tid1au young man who a 

high ral epproachto everyone except him 1f. It de for m emu ing 

situ tion etl • opposit • In fact she ad 
v 

born ju t ~ punctur her hu and's moral fervour (which she p~oked with 

outrag). Bh, had a wonderful rolling laugh---the first thing 

about h to attract Sophia' stt tiDn. Stories went round bout her and 

Sophi • I think. J ok kn about it, end decided in hi ssioner), way 

to let it -bum ~1t elf out'. H wa so devoutly l lack, too, that he 
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1 ft hi 1f 1ttl tim to tudy hie wif t 

0(.-
f anyw y), particu P"11 ly as he worked ,all 

night in d he wa· at Columi ... niv ity ( far I CQuld 

gather) 11 y. Hi int 111 ce!t w of th political kind-:i.nter­

eating and limit d. H certainly pr cted th black-white truggl th t 

e 'I ars Iflet • ribb d 1 for h r lack of what h call d 

1f-1 tif1cat1 either a clapping 

laugh or no1 y k1s the ro t. ard Sophia. She a e 

d cr1b _ hi. to '11k two big a1 tars rolled into one new ctoU'---

th ught t w 11 of their apartment 

laughing at Mabel's 9 e of Saph1 b t av 

chasing her 11tt1 '9 1tal1a. It t on ev ry day. They ador 

hie. Th y nte1n that looked n • d thought and b 

negro. I n var notic it. But I'v topp d trying taaoo nt for what 

1n oth • 
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I Will fatinated by French North Africa at that tiJae. and tcok Saph1 

with m on f'raquanttr1ps to Phil1ppaVille o.nd Algi.-. We used to bathe 
~ , 

;\ha d •• ert_d coe -t. which in, tho.. days we . a bUn ding bona-.wh1 ta, 9I!EBt 

th waves rolling in frothily under em empty blue y, the sa a vast 

Iweetly bubbling blue desert,. ae if ships had nat yet been invented. 
~ A.....( 

I loved .. particular A not at all pretty atmosphere created by th French-

Arab connection. in which the amell of ' French coaldng mingled with that 

af CQUa-cOU8 on the treats, and uncut French books toad Q~t on treys 

under un-blinda, and the win. had an IalaJa1c feraQity. Xramemband the 
t.~ 88m"f though much more refined baoauae of the Lavantina oommerce being 

dana,. in ae1rut ..... th brothels. the caf'6a, the I'8staYrante andavan the 

narrow Paris-like streats had an air af aMqu1ai ta •• If-realisat1on, as 

1 f tbey had found a parfaot setting eunong the palm trees, to the sound 

of thea baavy surf, and the gutteral lash of Arabic, wi th ttl _ Amerioan 

tAnivara1ty Qaol and somehow f tntly .. barra.sed up an its hill. I 

pref'arred 1 t to the Anglo-Arab lova affair. whioh conveyed something am­

biguou , partly homosexual, end introduced U ttle from the weat apart 

from· rather dreary turf olubs and officers t clubs and preu clubs, . 

little lslands an which a primy sea of Arabs lapped. The EngUsh ware 

in anycaaa 0 mueh refugee8 from their Qwn countty}tg *hose industrial 

waeta.they could not belong, anly profit from. Their approach to the 

AJ-ab world wu moral, flavoured w1thGNak surioaity, 8alf-indulgent too, 

dnlgged with a sen8. of inner luxury. kingahiP. which the Arab naver 

fe11 to convey in th most barrencandi tiona. The French influx t on 

the ather hand, wa . a prac't1calane. It was real colonisation of the 

kind the Sri tiah .,ever went in, for. They brought vineyard tend,a in 
1l..J: uI 

the FrenCh manner, f'eatauranta serving Parisian food, and ca"sj.1P11UsJ. 
w ..... 

on ta the pavement., 'unCiter awnings, a8 ff th talk inside " ,I .I,e ¥' 4"9 so 
&.t:. w~ 

animated that it had pushed/througb th doors. And than the book'shops, 
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dusty and .mt,asty, the pages yellowing soon from the delving illlP.lacable 
\ 

sunl19h'. And that seaboard neeJ' Ph11Uppevill . wher~ Gttr voieRs wer-

.snatched into the m~llous blue solitudes. 'w1ththe dus~y road b~nd 

u. smp.ty as far ee the. ,eye Qould aaa, nth that final and impassive s1:111-

nau af asaB&f sUddenly r.~.d 111 the d ·art. wtth its sh1rd;."" p~hed 

boulder. Along that IA18board 1 undarwll\t; III), tV-R SOphq1ndCIctrtnation. 

'fou haWea8B11' ~. mell ,che"t" she WOl.Jld euddenly 88Y. .waeping out of the 

.ea like 1t . first creatureJ. ,auld you pl ••• tall ,me what. thoa. nipples 

are Pelln;? Ca", I you eusa-t 8 usa f'a:r them' They CQ~ld eqwal.ly ,tt. en 

hi backside fQr ,ell the funation ,they have l' Isn't it clear' (throw1ng 
j 

nerself dri.pp1ng QA to the urtd, which lmmadiat ly covers her :faslly With , 

iii ~ . lim)' . fur) tha.t tn_a tI ' 1-. ~I\S III'fI llI1/IJrN:Jrluft'Olll ttl , ttmll 

h was a woman'? CO.an't lt s,. poe .ib18' to )'CW that h . 18 S, deB!Daratign 

9' tha_ ' .. 181 Of course '. don l it:: mean that Adam came out of [ve' $ eide 

ar anyth1nglike t.het, I tm not: trytng to be paradQ,q.~l. Bu,t ,surely the 

women is the batd.bb1t1'logical modals noth~ng itt 'bar maka.up fails to 

have 8 life-.g1v1ng funct4.onl And dera W ,compare the mala· 8. quiCk fan-
~ , 

il1s1ng ."am ta the subtl matamorphDsis that engulfs the women'. entire 

'bOdy, life, thlUghts far the. n1ns month. ' af concept~an? 

It was th. atl'anseat, d1aleot1'ca % had ever heard, and! juetem11ed. 

It d1dA t tdtacourage her. ~ltherto I had. tho,,!ght of male and f'SIlIL\le as 

simply' complementary 1:0 each o·ther. 'yet; I absorBsd her arguments. even 

while thinking them ridiculQus. · I blllgM ia sa. men in a different we1l. 

,My' mind remained un1nfl\Aetlcadt but I , und m~aelf actiJ1g on her vi:ft of the 
n... 

male and no~~t had oneab-. my~. ' It helpeel ttd prQce.8" I 

$.U3PQSB, th.t at t~ls timeX blS'an ,to f1·nd manr friends amoRg quean1 

(sa mort twic ...... err1.d Independent woman ~1 th pri\leie 1nCODi8s 

and a ~ve of trave~ do!) Th ir fNil eJld distraught nerwYs systems. 

perpetually on the edge of tate.+ coll;apse:·, W~8 a relief for me afbr 

min whG had sased to hovanCJ' narwu systems at all. Sophia had ,an 



odd e.tt1 tude toward them.- She felt they were biological aU! • 
~~ f ~ _ _ ~Ja- "tar 

in ha~gjCeded the 1e pROsition~ J-/fJ1SY erect tit. sa C Qtltrag 

,horror ajJ the intimate procreativ -act Th 8 men, she sa1o---and when ' 

she talked EiiP appall1ng Frenoh 1 t Ellw y maant1ne1ncari ty--.-wera 1 _ s 

goUti!I,. tQd ,gifted and ran fied to aeeept the bJ'ute man-wornan · forn­

ication . as a way of lov! I f It 11k asking Whether their subst1 'buts 

was anymore p~a6ty or i888 brutish. aut she -aw th1$ already. - She 

kn .. too that they were per:'hap not her ,b ot friends. They tended to 

mock hsr~ They thought her toe fearful a freak to do 1JK)re, than giggle 

'end sa., -over. ' Dna or two,eaing beyond the freak all of f;l sudden, 

realising that' she wet _ Gintirel~ without th lss -1an furies they had. attrttJ... 

utsd to her" became c10 8 to her, like brother .On the whol - she kept 

away fram them. strangely enough 1 t wee the de ly married m nri th 

pUbl1a potdtiona WhQ became h r · ,bar t fri odl. For them she sort 'of 

anaesthetl$ed her do~trine of gender. Qod knCJWs how ~8 did it. · Gad 

know. hOw! But there was ,aIwof ~ un$Xp ted variety in her reactions • 

. When I asked ' r half-a1dud ,one day, How has the , sax act got arated 

fr'Clm child-concei.Vi.n9 in th human being? she tut'l1sd, to mandsaid 

qui~lY, ~eopl don 'It top making' 10 . when they get beyond the child­

conoe!v1ngage. or when thay baCOO1$, atarUa. ttl yat~p wh8l1 they can 

no . long disoover theriJ~elve8 thro ... gh each Qtha:- that way_ . The os sat10n 

Qf ex e1 'thsr cauees the callapae , of ,11lalT1age or 1 ta splr1tual climax. 

How GOuld , she have known thi • or come to think t t? .1 , looked at her 

for 81gn ' that he was, quoting it all. vn. faF' a ,si.gn Of burlesque--

but she a -, serious. ber head bow d, 0 serene frown · an her -face. 
t _ ' 

A~ I say th1s is about the 1astl land I would ha e ' chosen to live 

,on. Itsraunded h111_ . hf\v a barren and parched look,; Shav d of tress 

and undergrowth. Its towns ara heap of l1ew ·ma .nry. ~apart from the 
~ :. 

,harbour on the..at coast and the tiny fl hing port tha~ faces open 

! ',\' -,' 
I i I 

,i 
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~. 
sa to the !!!!:If, , tist's and there you come, on heavily perfumed, needle-

fl,Qored P1~woodsthat make you fefll ~u are mietaken. But lack of water. 

bars the 'luso1ouSI)'GlU ,have to' digfi.vs hundred 'metres , for it ,in some 
~. 

The people are, to my , m1nd" , ambiguous like the two langua;~s. that 

apeak, ,squashing them almost tnto anaby ,their ,slurred. 'passive way 0" 
enunoia~ng. There are no 1nd"stries , to speak of.. yet ttl,e island bas 

alntost 'no 'h~story either., 'The On8' superb buildlng is the, hospital.: 

,It vast, leMing walls, bleached in , theea-.a1r. leap. out of' the ' fishing 

port -like a sudden dscisionto' give the islal1d character after aU'- It 

was. anne the i land' fortress. Its wiPdClwS are small, and eome of them 

remain barred frem the time it 'was Cit prtson, (treason and murder). 

Yet 1 lived here for a number of years long before the Aarons decided 

to cams, or -Sophie. decided tor them., X bu:Llt mye 1f a house down by the 

f'i hin,g pott. A salt-water ,canalpasaed undttr Ply kitchen windaw. I 

suppose it ·was e. way df 'celebrating ,ray r laase from imperial honours and 

a}:)Ugatlbotls. Ifealthsse on mt-still, Uke a gi.:lded shadow. even 111 

the 'way I ,form my sentences, the result 0,uaoaular and aft~inner speeche •• 

1 wanted to live among ailot's (this was before sV8ryons became an intellect-
. ~ .so..U..n, ' 

ual), and for two Dr more ye.EU's lea" F "SA except for bewildSJ:*Gd 

relati\tes who thought that by descending -Oil JOe suddenly tbey could sort of 

mho,ok me aut of my madness.' Of. oourse ,they mad - me yearn f'or my sailors 

even Mare. ' I developed a technique af ola:lm1ng that my guest rooms were 

unde-rquerantine and I was ,therefore obliged, to find them hotel rooms ftve 

miles away. There they sweltered. and ICQuld .be sure that at leas,t my 

t i.Ughts and dawns ere my own. I· had a habt t of strolJ.1ng out on to 

my ;balcany overlooking the fiShing vessels--onee at dusk and ,immediately 

en f'1rst light. It was a kind of homage., :P,eople tell me now that twas . 

~tll' ,loved and respected dawn there. I helped. people whenever 1 · Qould, 

I f1nanced one or two eduoationslIThey aUmbthe hill to vi it me eom~ 
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times" to tell me about a, first " communion or birth. I am, still t..a 

B1ondinafor them. (better than Oassandra, whose praphecie were never 

believedl). 

I':l recent years new villas have eprung up all round, in the area 

along the southern coast betweetn th~ fishing port and the hal'bour. 

Their expen~vely landscaped gardens improve the look. Even the public 

footpaths are now lined w~th oleander. and you see young oypresses p~ah­

ing up everywhere. I~ was apparently the vast hospital. seen from the 

approa~h1ng ferry like a dazzling mammoth tooth emerging from the sea, 

that attltac1)ed Aaron whlilll tho/! t~ them paid their . firet viSit. 

Th Y stayed at the sweltering hotel. I .saw them one evening., at dinner 

under the vine-pergola with 1 ts faery l~ghts. They were deep in talk. 
~~ 

,seeming ; to carry~.,. world about wi ~h, them. They! sucked the white-

jaoketed wai~ers into their Qrbit, and the dishes that were brought to 

thelr table seemed in the strangest way pre-ordained for them. I was 

faSCinated. A few days later I heard they were looking for a plot of 

land. Miranda, justmar'l"i~d (to one of my sailors) and of course anxious 

to get a job with foreigners if one was going, asked me did I know of a 

place near the hospital. I found a ten-acre pelee of ell. 1rrt gat ed 
, , 

land gOing freehold, n~t dpor to thebank1"g gentlem~. He always 

looks faintly bewildered as he takes his walks now. with his silver-knobbad 

can ,t ye~s ago I remember h,.m standing at the harbour almost every 

morning during the summer month. watching the unloading. He stood ther, 

sa firm-looking. not mue~la astir. as if a per$Onal J)t'Oblem had never 
' ~. 

crossed hi ae.as. Psrhaps th,sse money-people don ' t have such things. 

They simply play the, market end;sperd the prOl'leeds. Peri1ap st Jerome 

was right. homo mereat+or yi)( ,But ''nubguam eotsat Dec elacere. 

Yesterday he suddenly appeara~ at Qur front door. the oan'e in hie , 

hand to which Sophia has appUed many shafts of her Medi terranesn 1 t in 
I B.J:, , " ( 

the last few years. I-lav1ng Bnu,bb.~d him at Mrs Aaron ' s reqvest. she 
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f881e a speclal protective sympathy for him. thQUgh they never once met 

agf11rl--.-u"t1.1~" as ,1 say.. yesterday. Aftar almost lal11ng on her back with 

surprise aha gave him one of her enomous hug that mads him look ,like a 

beer-cub. Than sha swapt him into the lIunge where IW88 Just, 8)Ccavating 

some racks fariDY first evening whisk,.. Th breaze fram the olive trees 

was coal and cented, freshened by /!the recant stoma. He sat dOwn with 

a ban1gn and mallow look at me, anfad8 a plaesad chuckle when Sophta 

handed him the fbz,. 1~toPP8d gin-drlnk he had aaked far. He let 

har do III the talking. Without the Slightest hesitation.--glarious 

4 iet 110 1mPlSl:litent,~skt"g IMIryth1ng...-fu6un, reputattCIRt~B . 

launched into an, explanantion of what had heppBr1ed f1 va. or was it ,seven., 

years ago. lie siMply gazed and smiled. The only Naction he permitted 

him elf, after aha badblaokaned the name of Aarc3n" was an 888y 'lDOWBnant 

Q'f the hand, the palm open and 'u'pllftBd, half depracatin,g what she said 

and half implying that it' was all forgotten and .forgiven, that evening , 
" ~c.... 

ahe sang. , And in her bath thafoUowing morning, today',. it was Desdemoif 

always a good eigne She loves to mend a relat10nshdp ~ At fts haunt her, 

because really the whale Race is her family. Whenever a vis1 tar from the 
f"., ~~c...., 

stet •• QI~" 11 TIilCCO,p: alway. CIOt1ca; the ri!1l of melancholy 

that bei,nsjto shade her .yea. 

Yat Saphla 18 admirably insens1tive. I mean sha could nevar weather 

/' her inner storms rithout it. She ,must trample on someone when necessary. 

Yes, sh has alwElY bMn inaen8it~V8 to the fragrant secret whispers in 

anathat" heart. particularly a man's. She has a favourite little speech 

which she reserves far the queanst You know. I have this hearty male 

EPCtar1or, but 'tbers la, a. woman' 8 heart beating inaide me I (Only the 

quean,. CGuld po sibl)' , think the · a.tar1or 'mala' 1') • This brings me to 
, 

another aspect 0' harl the cunning, Someone said once. When Sophia 

comes in the room twenty foxea enter. 14th her. The foxafe always 

an1ff~ng. darting about surrep'titiously, silently. On some rare 
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oocasions, perhaps during her long morning struggle to wake up or very 

late at night, the foxes , c~aep back to their holes and rest. , They' are 

protecting her. She has t~ have them. , 1'he Whole earth i$ on her s.ld ...... 
I~c£.wt~ , 

yes, ~the animals most of us fail ttl seel In her arms a dog will SQme-

times all but fa~nt , with awed excitementl without this foxy prateot1on 

from the earth she \vQuld 10l1g ago have succumbed to human attacks. This 

1s why the cunning has never bothered me. It fights for her triurQIlh. 

She must triumph at all costs. the poor darlingl It is,' why she is almost 

never in real repose . Sleep cruShes her i th a vengeful hand" like death, 

every day. It has to, to savp her body. She would never be still Qther­

W.l.se. She suddenly' daehes off to the mai·nland.-....e.nd you may get a eabl 

an ,hour or a week later saying she is' staying overnight on ths mainland, 
w 

arl in Yugolsavia, or $ Maine. ' Not one labourer.s house on this ls1and 

will not spread table for a banquet when she puts her nead in the door, 

singing. t;Sophia'. is a name that brings. light to their ayes. like a 

marvellous l.egend they heard in ohildhood, She is invited to mor(a 

baptisms and first communiQJ1S than anyone I 1vel .ever known. On the whols,. 

the island.f'olk keep her away. from their marriagss, they show a deep 

insttnct here. a certain lro'rtY' , pemaps too. They adore her presenree ,at 

all finished , never embryoni:o, acaaslonst 
, , , 

Really Sophia cant lInderstand. ,She ool~ has flashes of understanding. 

Otherwise )'Ou can't explain the simplest 81 tuation to he~., Her eyes pucker 

up in a painftll way. and you see ' that she simply nas, to give up t:ryingto . 

think it ' out.' And those flashe~ of/ understanding seemt not the result of 
s 

SBn, 1tiV:Lty. to the ourrents or other people·s lives, but, direct apprehensi on, 

sent to her from another (and supernatural) field which aCCQun.ts for the 

stunned look on her face. as .if ,sh~ ,were being used fora divine trans­

mission, for a reason she will never 'knowl 

~ ... -+ '.~ .... 1-~ .cal I - , II I • ' i!!I II ," ' I' I " , ~ 0 '65 pn edl n 6i'" ill hi f .. , ~ 5 5 s 
. /.1 
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Ca * go on to talk below bout ho Josh" on of the 

Ran {1ad * san .', h pen to tay w1 th her d Sophia sa years before. 

_ew!!llade "ever kn about th1 vi it. It is warthwhil explaining--

aacu::andra fails to--that Josh had heard bout Soph1 ~ th Mother 

Superior of tho convent (1EiI t th .t t eh was tron of th mainland 

ho 1tal nd wry , Gh 1nvol d with th th t came in). 

Ja w ,a w . all • hooked on Just ut rything short of 

h Th Sophian 1 And wh he w 

fit , ugh to , human to h1ms 1f. aft a year on LSD, or perhaps 

barbltur t ,h visited Sophia. and teyed for couple of w • 

hat _ learned from her. ' whether it chang d h1 11' do not know. 

But &h was t th only thirty he didn't quarrel with 

or. h)'PO t e1 as Adult and therefore Statu Quo Incam tee The int­

er t1n ing for u i ' h w the other Superior came to hear of Sophia. 

Cassandra y '. in f ct, th t it was th Mother Superior who first h ard 

aboU SOphi from Josh. who had listen to his own father- gasped 

d ription of 'that outlandish creature'. her th lJ.nI< 11 I 

can,not y. but I gge t it wa through Miranda, whos 1 ter worked 

1n th convent refectory. This 1 convinc1n, except th t at th tim 

th oth Superior was matron of th mainland hoep1tal. H wever. 

h conn tions with th 010 d tar t th island cony t war 

a1 aye clos • 

* * * * 

Soph1 h no explanation far th A &gads * vis! t. He a1pp d twa 

drinks lowly, gazing at us with th t en authori ty b1 
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even an the unfl ttqt. We both know how unf'1 t he is te exercise auth­

or1 ty of any kind through his san Josh, 8S he calls himself. The 'Rene-
gade~ has no idea of thieprlor knowl dge 1IIIib, we have of him! He knows 

naihing of h1a youngest on·. visits to us. He too ISfJpeared at the door 

",naxpectect1y, about thr,ee year-sago. And be was a total strang,ar. Yet 

he stayed with \JS for two or more .aaks, hidden away. The moment I saw 

his long pale face, and inQredibly black hair, I recognised the father: 

but bere was eomethlng almost 9Orilla.....-.e small, flattened nose. wide and 

prominent Chaek-bones. a long jaw. and above all,; Iii eyes wtd.8A"8Ver spake.' 

1:1£ 3 ri I Hewoan I put it? You wanted to turn away fram suCh a battomless 

gazer SQphla d1d her u8,-,al ann-fl1nging and ki 81ng, andp",shed a drink 

into his hand. He laoked at it w1th a perplex d half-frown~ I could see 
I ) 

hewcwld have preferred a joint, as they ealt it. He did everything with 

anuncalcuiat d slowness. You thought he W8$ never goi.ng to reach h1e 

de t1nation. Ev,en his blinking WaS slOw. His Mswars came 8aaonds after 
~ 

they should have, hi$ gaze travelled towards yow with" terrible gravity 

of a black moth that has mastered slow motion. Slowness often seems 

QraClular. Not this. yet haepake intelligently. He n vGrstapped 

talkin,g. alQWly, tUs eyes fiMed on a po1nt which might or might Rot b your 

eyes. Hi arma hung loose. It Was all k1ndnaas, what he spake. How 

good th Y had been to him at the local hospital. Haw he couldn't stand 

to a. hls father again, not that he had anyth1ng against his fath~, 

but he WM rem1nded of hims If, and that .as precisely what be wufighting. 

And hew glad he was that he had been an all these "trips t during the last 

two ,aar...-.ending in the collapse af his system. He had be.. through 
~ 

them all, he said, except the one you never leave agai" heroin. This 

way h~ hadbraken thrOugh his tather's lie, he said. At one Sophia, 

alert to the cbance of defaming ORe more male, Alkad what these ]J. -s were. 

~uet his Whale, psychology, the son said, all his sh1 t about there' being a 
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soclety. and us having dUties towaJ"dalt, and how we had to control our. 
" , 

selva because we are all got1sts and 1f we "let ourselves ,go li1' would 

be one b1,g me a. He ought to know about the egotism. the son added with a 

peculiar croaking laugh that was tao low to eof;;lnd 11k." good chaer, sine. 

he'. about th. moat 8 1f1 h bastard I' V8 ever known I And! 11k him far it I 

It',s easy, ba1ng thatelf1aht And what about ,YOur mother? Sophia asked 

( chane here of p,utting a foot in the door of the Renegade Villa. and 

reseu1ng the matX'Qn 1) • Oh her, the SOn, laid with a shrug that Hemad to 

takelongar than the enerfChtng darknua. sha' such a liar you feel sorry 
I 

far her, aha naver kn8W what the truth 8a. I mean she Just can·t tell the 

di'farance between a true thing and a falsI thing-sha's Just nervous. 

and her whale. idea is to ' .art whatever is convenient or what disguises 
~ 

something she did and feels Fd, about or what save. time and trouble. 

She' d pitch tent on e. plfB of carpse- and talk about the nlce ea-air, 

and yOU can,'t gat IIway from lt that thera,'a a carta1ncou~ag. in that, 

it takes a lot 0.' energy tcconatrwct a totally false world from one end 

of th dely to ttl ather. Oh (a look deep down, 1rl"'to his crutch, a8 if 

he had foun~thaut e.larrn---eomathingerawl1ng there), I lova tem both: 
" .' 

It' th,a great thing in my Ufe. ¥ou s "they helPed me find the real 

war~d. ' I enjoyed the hallucinations be t" they toak me right out and 
. ~1'Wv oJ<. . 

beyond. I mean the LSD. ~ I eaw hawA"'kj' making it up ,all the tim ...... , ro .. 
now I can enJoy th. grota(uen ,sa--a1l their bUddi.~ Who are half dead. 

~d ,think thay"re big dea1J--~h8 tap doctors who. couldn't heal ,s SDr8 to., 

the top lawyers and top banker. and top politician &--yOU 8.8, I took along 

Joum y, right to tha adge of maClnes • and I came 'back and after that I 

r-eaUsac;l the)' didn't have a thing. thay t~e JU,st .. lot of poor damned fat'-
~, ' " "01....J.. ' , 

saken • and hopela at tj' l' " .9" when you're that 10w "'-._ .... ... . . _"""- _ .. ,, _ __ • .., ... .. t ~ 

you nead wealth I H turned the black mQ,th of his gus on to Sobhia with -
immense slownase---I wantad to rush ovarandpratact her---and aald, You're 
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lucky, ,YDu've never fitted any of the ,patterns, I mean you never had to 

fight your way out t ian't that so? Shet nodded with a girllsh modesty 

I had never . een b fore (this wae one of the ways she barred all talk about 

hers If that might go too deep. apart from the fact that she had ~robablY 

u~deretQod little c:)r nothing of what Josh had seidl. During . h~s eta)' 
L. 

.~ alept endleasly., ate ravenously and never ,laid his hands to a thing. 

Mls ,ttnly )(erc1se in all that time was Ufting e knlfe or fork or glal. to 

feed himself. Then he ~ drift.a aut of th hous and we Revern ard Qf 

him again.. H eeid his f&!tb~ often talked about Sophia, 8nd · :sameth1ng 

had made Josh feal e,he Wa . 'v~y special', $0 he had COJJ1B to her .strd,.ght 

from the ho.,,' tel across the way, instead of going home. I believe he 

J"8.tumad to the hospital for a time. . Of CQurse we never said a word to 

the father. He seemed SQ innooent of' all this. Thlntd .. n-g about it afterwards, 
SoJJl; .. ·... '. 

~ ~ • I 
~ saw the son as simply belonging tOAfIIiie end of the world. I thought that 

ai-nes the ~uture alwet.)'$ laye an engaging hand on the you-n,g for ~ts Jobs to 

. ,. "J be don ,,' a yaung amy was no ave1lable fer the last d$st""ctian of eU. /~~ 
Q.. 

ferewas an end-of-the-:rorld child. His ),815, bereft of ven 199J primorfJ1al 

hape of survival. findi,ng therefore lo~aout of the qu~t1on. having "Qt~ing 

to laok forward to, and , barn;)r ,~o look. back on, ,declared ,Sophia ,onq me simple, 

credulou • hopelessly 8f:lraptured ,children of creationl Yest After .he left 
! • 

the house I suddenly gav~ up the cr@blng convic;'i1on that I was en old 

WQmanl What nOReen el I WCiS _ imply what ,1 saw bafor me, what t felt. 
. , 

what I loved in ~hia, I was. the tremulous exci teql8l"1t 0.' wed. t~ng for , her 

in the evening.-.how abSU~dtD ,think of ¥ears as the determ~~1"i f~ctor of 

asta:te of baing' 

It1s now two nights. that he lies safelytn hespi tal. Where is· my 

purring goddess? where the rich:. round curvssunder th loose gown? the 

hair coiled in black and grey snek :.1 th hand~at have grown to the 

shape of the voluptuous parts they, have formed? Remember the compact 

~\ you made with all of us, just by Jour (~pr8sence----never . to dial .Lu . 
--+ -+1 , + . -+ L..:fE!. 
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On cann t but Am"AA say that wamen fore 

h b 1nto b • h1bian d t1ny' all th time I Her 1s Cas~:m~ • 

balanced, reflactiv f eBing out th la t 0" her y 1n an 

imperial haze of seeLbOlard dreams end Augu tan book and whisky. who 

rasarv a aurv1\4ng par't af harlf for Sophia t agony, a . we shall 

sh hap tar Sophta to I' tum to th hou e 

'frant1c·. 8 19n and d 1)' protecti' of . hie f oth friends 

,C sandra just th same wait 11k th carrion crow for querr 1 to 

And Aaron' wlfe? I that ·1), her GWWlliOll'ing? Is 

i really polbl that she will try to k ep her husband in hospital1n 

order to . joy Sophia alan 'l But sh and Sophia - Ch otherl 

Th r will certainly not 1f they c n h lp 1 t t 60 II hay th gaging 

SC . at a woman calculating hann to hBJ' husb d 1y to enjoy 1n li t-

ude amain thpUphtl tow d a woman thre kilamA1'!"IIit. awayl So not 

"" s1rA Pl.y wam., but women' thought b their nlght-end-day rayon to 

Soph1 • 1 vinS her no tim for that '11' of my own'she has alway 

h 

t 

bout and dream d about. and nev had, b her life 1& not 

n aRd that i that. Qu·it a PI' cam tl No del" why 

pass1anately th subject of gender? 

, v pred1cted is that man should tum th same 
,,#~ 

order of thought-nly an to her. and ev IIC-=- her to f t hi eye 

? The Ran gadal :It ss.os 1qlo sibl t ev to on herl And what 

himself'--· .. ·eap8C1aUy to him elf. But an 1nt ting thing he happened 

in his mind. He he come to f 1. clo e to her though her having one 

-..mad him. Th are cartain m who always came back for r. 

H rudane Ii iy ·planted in him an intrigu curio ity toward her 

p n. tr d i alas relationship. after all. It is dange.roue 

it llow 1f)'au don tt want to drown 1n 1 ts depth I But 
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And oph1 grew in his ind. As h comes to 11k Aaron 

and 1 a, DS:I1I"ap Aaron' s fabricat d )" 

Sophia. So his thQught tao grow f veri aut: of th f var of other 

thought -I H f1nds him 1f alk1ns toward the Sophia villa. 

A quickly, he w1.11 farg his 1nfetu ticn. His lif 1s so ordered. 

car uU)' and measured. without b ng in any way r 11y balanced, 

nima1energies dangerou 1y under pr sure. Yes. s 

th oth Sup or would y. the ration list co e up a nst d s 

wh ' he lea t e»cp thAIDfIM-ins1del Hi rifa . nag to contain them, 

extent, 1n bed ( gas tocantain her ). But th bed 

cannot account for vary thing. H he 1. bllnd v to what he wants 

hie. Perhaps it 1 an infatuat1 n with th .b sl He only 

hi san Josh would ay ) , that he h s 

hi heac .... ·l. tt1"I~=ft'l and it could be faot--but it alter aU 

11 for tim. Afterwards, en h h 'r ov d'. he finds it hard 

to recogn1 th lnfatuat d man ho w ,t b for_to beli v that th 

fa h d But he nv reca is h 1f becau e he looks 

for himself in the nd- (ag n the Mother Superior) I 

* * * * 

,{ 

.I 
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I did an unbel'evable thing. I walked traight up the hill and 

~:l( knocked on 5ophia" s doorl There wa rather nioe lderly . wi th her, 
~ ~-c.l'" 
\lISi& oneQf th sa old-world accent$ I GM-i/undBr$tand. What is happening 

to me'? Thin eyes shall behold strang women, and thine heart shall utter 

perverse things' She has begun to remind m 1n strange way of that 

,enamele s creature in the annattan hotel--yss. Sophia, suddenly I feel · 

3: CQuld derive from you as dr 'stia a change as I did from those rQugh 

hands' It could be the heat, th 1nto>Q.cat1on of these sea. breezes. 
(I.. 

but I 91ve way to it, I feel no raspOR ~b111tYt , am the dog who leav s 

home to follow a scent---i,t 1. ell non ansa of course but I persist I 1, 

even want to· laUghl Wha.t h happened to the world I knew as a ' child 

When we murdered in orderly fashion? t , could scream With laughter to 

hear my 1f t aJ.kj.ng like this' Imagine. me know an hennaphrodit I 

All thi talk and high philo _ phy and stuff' makes e or eun with latAghter J 

As I say to 'my wife when sh climbs up on her high mtaphys1ca platform. 

Just · C1Q8 the door and we~,U satt1 xeur little ontological hash,wetU 

sea if I can't mount you an to somathing rna substantial than, leibni tt I 

Windows of theeul my arael What e maN 1 1t is to wake t.lp to the fact 

that bus1ne$s life i ' 1 ly veil, and to proceed to. DANCE BEHIND IT 

LIKE A MANiAC. Yes". Josh" you shall see wildness in your father yeti 

00 you reaUse I could tear everything- dawn that you think sa settled and 

estabU hed dan m)1 Ufe? 

,Indeed, you taught me nothing ala but yaur power of destruction. 

I asked ,my Judas-wife (1 Gan e she is yeam1ng for ttl stran',", 

one ega.in I) not to allow him near he haSP1taH1, Ud the 'flrat thlng ahe 

tells ma is, The Renegade t coming up ' this afternoon. It is alma t as 

1 f S. were with ue again I' , Oh , fS., your powers I Anyway, he eam it 

leaned h1ss11va~ifJped rod ofiJDportanoa an my' bed of all plac ' S 

(SOd, how I knowtheae Jewsl) end sat down purring like a small black 
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cat., his mellow eye that seem to be rimmed with ~ settl d on me like 

et couple of ducat .. I wish he WQuldn t sit down, $0 emphatically, I mean 

lower himself with such plumb sase that you th~n.k first the chair will 
" , 

give. then the floor,. then the entire island. succumbing under the sb~ 

gravitational prassur of so much worldl1" ssl Oof. it makes me beli~v8 

th t perhaps those Alexandr1an Jews were right and the devil may yet win 

his battls with the LordI HowamJ/ 11 I 61 . 11 nod_ with a slight 

raising of the eyebrow to denote that while doing rather badly ! am really 

rathet' eU. Nat a ward from my lip. The wisdQID of the prudent is to 

understand his way but the fDlly of fools is deceit. For a fool layeth' 

open his folly. 

I completely fQoled him. I evan put more questions than 1 meant' 

to. ! , Was astonished haw unguarded ha was. He CQuldn't, ~ssibl~ know 

what wa passing through my · m1nd, . I seem to have become ene of Plato's . 

rnatts.en--at first a shudder went thrau~ me, at the thought of hearing 

e.bout HER, and an awe that ,seemed to ·came fram before lif~)fe$. I . b~ve 

seen my Sophia io a life of dreamsl She has a mants parts below and a 

woman's above. and he speaks all kinds of delphic thingst At tbe same 

time I have a stAae af 8.al.f-disgust, that I have wonder$d off into limbo. 

and will naver again retrie a my grip on life. Vet my rife sees nothing! As 
long as ' . 

jI ria end retire at the' same tildes', , It·s Just 110 goOd if I tak these long 

holidays. On the other hand X' wEd:ted twenty year to build this house and 

1t has to b~ inhablted. '1 ,snail' only recognise myself again When the .' 

Threadnaedle street fltraf.fic is dinning '1n my ears, X have a featbery 

feeling b tw en my lege that lJnfD~Sa8n avents are baing prepared. I 

want to hear more about myse*f~th~~· 1 how· I feallAnd only this 

dlphi.Q creature can teU 'mal' 1fas 'so ~ited I allllOst trembled hen 

at last ltd got him to talk abcwt h h (h~ cantt stop b s tongue running 

in the old groove) " And I w~. ' 'deltir1o~sly hapP]y that any state of 
,. .' I 

feeling could cause such a cipai+ti,OIl in ID-Z mean. poe~ and 
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1 thi way. and h 

ld of' btlel1tyl 

I-I Pa:rhap I on th 

Far fram fooling me, h mad me a roaring lion, ~ ven1ng th prey I 

H detennin m not to yield an inch of ry low gard · , nor a drop of 

• for h hink th i a ater-saurc ~nd y vegetable n sery~ 

He ben ' in ater t;raubl inc h built ' that hou • And Just beCau 

he w t bQut it 1n ch a dark end dev10u way. hiding betQ.nd qu ~l~n 

about HER, I d to go ack on my ord of la t y_and not eU 

htm n. Far " I gave him eU the water Of Slan what . 

watJ.ld. he do but in\4t en DICP" guest to hi houe _j and doubl hi blast .d 

th pin from hi 

l.ltaiWI:IQ drifting up to win 11k 8 of th h then' 

t rind shall com ,th w1nd of thLor'd 11 co up from th 

rd.l.dRI'nmkA·, and h1 ring shall aco dry. and his fountain shall b 

dr1 up! 

I rea11 X'hav gun to e war on him. H 11e in b d th hi 

b ov the at. following wi th his of the sister 

1 about (th brides of Christ 1w y mana" to show a curv bafor they 

1 va the roam). I hay b com the erp t Apophi t the demon of the 

Egyptian by ,J th DC tht waUo up the n at tw1l1ght each day I 

I hay of th d el, watch-dog of Osiri, formed of 

110n , codi· andhippopDtemu.. 1 hay b strang t I can no 

I can n · longer even be convinced that I 

b ng n this h t It 1 av U 81 talking to about th race I 

Uk Siva I fly o\(er th ttlefild w1 th its una and d d, ¥ hair 

behind :l.A th wind" my eye . ~ld and my laughter oingl Y t I 

f • And I siq)ly ~not tell hat I WiU do. And l' anyone told me 

it who t him into ho 1tal I would y y • H s pa n9 my 

y neck Uk the tower of Dav1d. And he part ,d my 
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loC~5 to touch the pcmegranat of my temple I And I knew that it was 

one time too many, given his age and state. My gaze was terrible and 
~;ClJ.U( r, 

clear as he e&IB~me in a last exhausted sacrifice the very marrow of his 

bones. That afternoon he didn t get1from his siesta. And in the house 

that evening, when he was already in the bospital. I felt a p:raaence that 

I can only describe as mellow like the evening sun as it dies beh10d the 

swollen · female cypresses" and the rooms seem to emit a glowing light of 

their Olin manufacture. I sat down on the terrace and gazed across the 

garden. I heard noises from the town. The sea was calm. I saw :Lts 
I~ 

blinding flash as thet sUn caught it. And I myself-what I called .1 

myself •• d1sappeared. I was no longer tied to anything. I 'no longer had 

a name.. And if I hurried Offfo hospital with as much fruit as a hu.rnan being 

could carry it Vias because of the habit of' good we are all bern to( Someone 

once: said Our tendency to good is like the tendency of water to go downwards., 

and our tenQency to bad an attempt to thro the water up---but it will not 

atay that way for long. The most contradi.otory thing QfI ·all is that[, 

planning war on him, 1 feel no tendency towards the bad. I feel it has 

nothing to do with gOQd Qr bad~ It is something ordained. required. It 

belomgs to the primal. and I am simply its instrument. 

Does he see the truth? Sut if he does I. can blind him with pleasures I. 

Yes 1 Isn't that the gauntlet iBil • woman makes her man ~ew 
e 

seneations7 Isn't that where we achieve our hold on our heros? J 
A 

beardefero--ZBUs, Ves. Zeus-untU the female hand goes 1tS silent Journey, 

and then Zeus takes a hQliday from his firmamental chores t Has Sophia 

succeeded then? Am I indeed her pUpil? Did her message ol':}'ly penetrate 
I 

. \ 

me after she had gone, and~fter I had started hating her"J with the delay 
~ ..... ' 

of incubation that all new ' ~!I 'flse~require? Why doesnt she speak? 

I can tell you) Beoat.lse t e is too buay with the ap of so~al That 

map shows jet-routes to ev~ry part , ~f the world. between Landon and Sidney, 
.I 1.: 

Tokyo and los Angel a,. Ma~d an~ 6~,Dckholm t And she is e1 ther moving 
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aero s thi ap to on af h r numberl t t1on& of call (wher wife 

tr bl with expectant y lor waiting 

th 'arr1val frO one of th a tation of panting gu t . E1 th 

ving toward or being mav d tower by meane The ap is 

men.t day or night when th capjain of 

j t-aircraft i not u nowingly th rvant of her de ire . This 

1 why sh do not 

of u I 

to m . Sh is too bu Y I Th are too ny 

And how w ch other, w v t ran 0 th Saph1an army. 

all 1n with an 1ndividu 1 light for her. hat colour did I 1n? -
I think perhap But no if sh w now-1 would 

in for her as innocuou ly dim an eclipse of the sun, and ai danSer-

QU, Ye , I hay begun n 11f I 

* * * 

Th trang t ferenc in the bov is that Siv . It simply 

do not und 11k Aaron' wife, and I URI that sam n 

polat dar • C tainly e he became a t rrible Siva I Sh 

he ohlev d her d tach nt from her man f W 1ch e to have b en half 

th . r son for herinfatuat10n with Sophia. For infatuation are not 
1"'\ 

m ply th r ult of gl1mp of the Fae of t divine, a Saphi 

aa1d much earlier. They tak place to 88I'V funct10nr f which. er 

y t f 1 ch other' back at an in-

ca d1bl to get aver this f c. that ditchl W are til at one 

and th t strong Gugh to carry ather t end weak enough to n ad 

lift I at a chasm which for CKoIIIIIII;IW ft decline, 

w l augh t an y te th t for sam n :L fearful portcullis 



- 10' (2) -

with poi on d .1kesJ e do not e 'the world' in th 

Th 'orld' sap an t, ared background we all agr e about is a 

necessary fiction. W carryon our oudler n of p t efforts, 

hich determin our pr sent on 8, in lifelong (ophi would y 

'li\l long') struggl to el1minat th shades of th pa t. and ch 

th op r will at one translates its lf into d tiny. 
{ 

Th noval, 1n its br1 f history, tri d to make 'world' that rem n 

the through sev ral generation t not to y through crowds of 
(,l. 

cliff t coevl ch ct • Th characters tend to fulfil fixed 
" 

rol towards th 1x d role they lov d or h te~. and to erds 
"" 

th fix d world of obj ts around them. That th nov 1 wa ·for ·a long 
. /\ 

tim closely soc1 t d with th newspaper. 1n serJiali ticn. could hav 

b S><pect d, inc the n spaper was a1 ays the v hiel par excellenc 

of th fiction of &her d and absolute ·outside· world h1ch imply h d 

to be ab rv d. w1 thout th r 1 t1v1 tt of th observer ever being t1oned. 

It accounted for that vaguely hypocritical ton of 'authority' and '1m-

parti 11 ty t thatcr t inta th two edi, a a tyle to hide th doubt 

and th too-qu1ck ch og that confounded observation very t1 • Th 

author of the nov 1 which ran thorugh several g erations was not man -
W D hi s lf had sever 1 l1v 8. Nor W8 he ev 1 char cter in one. 

6 acutely r .lat1v all of · us, but without ever laying hi card 

on th table. Of cour • th nov 1 wa a ymbal, atok n for a vie of 

th workings of de tiny, with th world fictionalised into tat1c (nice 

for dreaming) world ·outside'. Well, the novel was fictio~ ftar 11. 

go began . to .. 11v in a fiction, wi th the newspaper renew-

oh morning, 1 nat h thy. Now the navel s a product 

of rat1anall • whioh 1 why it came aboUt in the eighteenth century or 

ooh of' light ment' • And 1 t began to fade in our time a wr1 tar 

ft writer tound th 'world' h wa uppo d to talk bout disintegrat-
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1nS in hi finger . 

Mr Ren gad (how re ectf ully I place 'Mr' in front of hi nickname I) 

n hi infatu tion with Saphi t Dt , for dark purpos than Aaron's 

wi' . H n ads, not lib ration f wife or fri d. but or acquaintance 

with th anim 1. Thi. for him, he 1ts healthy side. He wants to DANCE 

BEHIND A VEIl LIKE U lAC, h say somewhere. Ex ctly. H is ending 

hi. ration 11 • co sating for it h ful p r ly ng , etion on his own 

ev lop t . Ve 'J ch to hi role, ich s not imply e r latian to 

oth s (that 1 to th r 1'01 ) but to him elf, to hi y undi cover d 

1f. 

* * * * 

I carr1 he 1 he told m bout h 11k a man ith a box full of 

rubi • I t traight to tht v tory off the courtyard, which i . out 

the only p ce I can b lon, and thought about 1 t . I sat the for 

e such a long . e th t wh n1 r turn to the v rand h y wife asked me 

if I had tomach ups t . I d no. ~ t gross d 1n a murder tory. 

To h1ch sh d that, s ng th number of urder start 
/ , . . 

piling up in the cellar, she ondered I d1d~ get b d dr 
/ . .' """ 

~/ g t b d dreams anyway---w1th a little click of my tongue. 
.I 

that 

• I said 

I like yin; 

I quick, dry, effect1v thins like that, Ju t b fore I sit do n with a 

d 1s1\1 lop and ap th n sper with an I:U:I~-.c:nlitting crack that 

gnal for ,th clo B of 11 It didn't 

canvers tion (1 t n v do • to be hon t) but I h d nothing 

d. ow I kn 
/ 

it ith m _ my tabern c1 of silence! 

/ b 
I 

It' happened gain I . I 1 ays h 

t . But nol 

ram t ., v 1y chamb s I - to t1r mt 

t' m s. in th Boak. I carry 

at the la t time 11 hav 

I:ivlI: .... lat1on 

hib1an d tiny gain. 
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t of caurse---haw could thos ch bars, being e to the point of 

dw1nclling 1 ens1ty 1 ts if to th f1 ld of number , f, 11 to yield con tin-
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uall.y their angels" their beast and god~esses? We are watehed all the 

time I And I 11e here quivering. hoping tQ presel"Vs myself against th:L 

dazzling multitude of wonders He releases on, me I I always hope not to be 

tom again, not to plunge e "'hEA into 'that abyss of scorching light 
~ 

where I am once more tIIa black child st'ilflding on the beach-maldng them 

look at me with such surprise that the wet sand ,trickles out of their hands 

and they forget tQ make their saBa castle I She came yesterday I Un-

leashed from the heavenly Qhambersl Arrived at the door, unheralded by 
~ 

a cablegraml We had met din New York. Qut shellaoked so different thera! 

It was dn Madison Avenue, I called in to hava my hair done as usual and 

the proprietor. a delightful quean I always go to the theatre with, wt1isp­
.'" ~~ 

ered ~ that he had omeons new and 'special'. before ushering me ov.er 

to her chair. I won't say she did my hair. She ~reated it. She 
~~i.C 

sent 0",* 1;: c.urrents thrQugh it. It danoed like snakesundar her 

fingers I 
~ 

oJ:~ tt...... 
~ 

And all the time she sPQke to me, softly I.. • I " AS shcut1ngb 

when I was under the drier. And I said, Came to my place in the sun if 

you happen to be holidaytng that way t and I gave her my address a I do 

a dozen times a day (that is. a dazen times a day I invite my bowels to 

be torn open.) i And YEi!$terdey she walks up the hill from parking her; 
~ 

sUicidall two-seater on the tarmac road below. There she was as I opened 

th door, bold teeth radiant in the darkness of her face, her rebelliQus 

hair in defiant aeI almo5tthreate~ng life on her head. tumbling down 
'l..' 

her cheeks, ,.ding her brOw---and her eyesl ..... those deep savage Qaskets 

brimming with sensual mach1natmon, what will you do to me? And her first 
, " ~~ w.....tt.rt.~ 

words so light and pure, Did I Tsmember saying I knew of a ~ , 

eli",,' It 17 wha~e she might perhaps learn a little .I' .EE!!I!ta=asz:l' carving and 

suchlike for her spare tim~~ after the hot damp day in the ediSQn Avenue 
/ ' 

salon for expensive lad1$~1 'I Ye~; .!Jes • .I rememberl---wh1ch I don't 1--­

but I mean by 'remembert,' from a former time, from my childhood, yes I / ,\ " . 

, I. 
I 
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rEIDembar you, how you stoCDd there with the wetaand ~bbUng out cat 

your hands I · 0 how I long to travel' back and tread again that ano~en1: track I. 

60 . you came. to m ...... ycu retumect--I h d forgottet1 . th~ aotual look Qf tnoae 

two great black hole of fire yOY Qall your eY$s---I only ~emember how tbey 

burned me on· that beach, . before you turned away~ and now you ar~ back , ~n . 

another bOdy! And I know there i nothing oonsecutive 1n life, that t~, 

ti ewe· tak . a the span' Q·f the day is only· the time of co""enitimca. usef,l 

for making mone), and plan • 
..... 

The real t1me lies ins1d e. and I know that 

noth:Lng h $ happ ed bet_ an· that dayan, the beach, and the momen;t Y~8terdal," 

when' you' /appeared and a . looked at the sa 1n th . distance like the ~~y, 

sparkling seal of fiab cupped between two hilly hands I. I led yolo' 

upstairs to my room .her ·· you glanced with that .avage flash of th,e ,>,e8 

and a Q,d,.ck8 flour1sn of those dangarou's 8nak~trands on your head at 

the mig mirror standing opposite my bed. . Terrible, machinating glance. ' 

What future contortions· did thayee? And at the, foot of the bed w~ 

took tea. And I realio d that no on ' knewwa were there, apart per11ap~ 

from Caesancir downstairs • . quietly drinking herself to death. dtagorging 

from her mamory f~les of sailor boys 'wlth matted ha1r who all but drowned 

in her climax s. And eV&n, my poteen prophetess knew' nothing about your 

arr-1\1al, however 'much .... she m1ght hear your tJ"ead on· the floor now. 

The t rafr ad youl You sat quietly, YCUreyes flashing their 

challenges ,ion thedimne of therocm. shuttered against the afternOOfl 

. "" .' 
sun.. ThllY ·lip • 0 my .ap ,us • ~P as the honeycomb, hone), and milk 

are 'under thy tangue. end ,tt,e smell of thy garments 1s like the ~ell 
~~'t~~-~j! •. . ." _ 

of 'Leban,cnJ And so ave,,' . eQ . l"eu~ping your sentences. your vo10e 

droning ,' ., ftefter 8h . ft Of ~y irony at thewor.ld .lfhQu~ hast 

rav1sh d y ·heart. my a1 t~. ,my ousel thou hast . ravi shed my .heart 

wi th one of thine eye · . ~ ttl one ohain of ttWY neck I 
./ 
II 

, / 
1 : 



- 110 (1) -

Ulfhe:t"'~ on Sophi • sUi she? was the grey of a 

f1 t scales-..... · th t c not m round l!b!! 1 land I I it per-

"-
th Atlantic? Sh talk d one bout building on th Atflantic ea-

bard. And ther w proJ t of her ving to th Pacific caa t. 

But th 'BBlanoer her ying.--I think I h ard h say it ju t now-:-

but h wic w far away, 

Th B aaric i 1 ~T.JL.aZ'!t. M ur1t1u , 

t • Cypru • L nos, Skyros, Ha10nn • pAnl:al"A'tho , Poly 1;0 " Zakyntha I 

hall ie, LBUJI~as. Kythara, Melos? erev you are, 1n wh tevar s • 

tropical or cl t or cold, myth tone of your h us frgmentate to 

po d • y you b ' et to flight 

and return to wh I jay r embering you, an E t 42nd Street, you J t-

h-cowl 

* * * * 

The 1slan boy r eded into th anc1 t world--'Papar tho ' 
V'I~ 

to. I cannot belJ.av that thi all ok nt wife. ut 

h I u t fae oth po bill ty-that p pl eta nat c::tUCK:;u.", with their 

own Oth voie enter th • other kno 1 dge. It 1 • t that 

th lnd dip into kind of pool of th 'uncan iou • wher all th paat 

are tar d up. lat the Mather 

Superior' s attack on hth Freudian uncansciou other fictional 

with 1t au tion of th tic and permanent. Na, th will 

call up p t v nts--e' pa t ev t from oth p la' liv'es--

v unf iller knowl dge---when it n th • nd thi i tur-

!as proc ,not a tter of dipping 1nto 8 till pool. • 
en !Zu I &:\I th Mother Superior,. to aU knowl g" according to our ne d • 

lch s also our capac1t1e. Can kna led of Chine e suddenly 
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app • 11' th n d:l. d ep ough? Not uddenly. Va. dd 1), if the 

n d, h , pur u d it cours. t , ing no account of th ~D 'la. 

ut th kn 1 dge of what the Chin s languag ' .a.' . c::a-- may app ,1n 

qUit other form from th langue it 1fl For th 'Chin s 1an<~ag' 

1 only farm. toSJepress sam thing, no a million po sibl foms. 

It 1. hat knowl dg tria to aoh! v that d id its fonn. And • 
ccord1ng to t w try:to chi v w call into b ns a carr , onding 

fann, and m y b surprised by the sud # and unBJCp t d 'knowl dg • tht 

to us apparently out of th blu. Her w co e to th 
~~ 

stam claim that all knowledg what ev r app s hto w ,e i concent-

ratton 1s gr tough. That:l., not • act • in th explod (Eln te1n-

laded) A_lRA, bUt total knowledg I a c let 1y sat! factory fonn, 

d1scav not through th mind, wh only th 'fact' are discov d. 

but through th 11' which do not change, nor ., differ fro on 

per n to another, though it may be hidden" and usually:l. hidden. As 

I say, thl' 1s the stern cl.a1m---what I have picked up from the n~at1ve · 

of th oth r Sup ,or. who has b en kind of cr te to 61 tar Yah t-

• Plata. 

• narrative bove. cy of ought to notic ./n Soph1 

that, t to d acribe th Mad! Av u hairdresser, hark back 

to ~ Hal ('bold te th 1n the darien of her fae '. 'black hal Sf 

) 
~o, 

f f you call your By f Ai' I ax. in h mention af h self th 
~~k~· ' 

tblack' ch11d~ to those lu t I er1en ' her on the Val clan sea-

board, ,....,.. ~ ~r.rt..-u( .. ~n. Ik J4-.k sfrce..... .... 
Ap tly Aaron' wif thinks that th M dlterranean nev look 

'grey 11k fl h' 

'sugge t tha~ h 

this deriv from 

She cannot have look d very hard. I 

of tit editerranean 1 of a blu, 

ding more than ob ervat1on. H 

• and that 

a thought is 
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I h v h d 

sa-impression • 

t . Y that th 
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s the colour . at th s 

th 

r1 t . now bring it with th • It surv1v th cold and. th 

• th oUut b chest th d sun 

* * .. .. 

Sometlm I upf my b into her evets.--they are k1ndl . with 

h tr I Every wi hou • but th fool plucketh it 

down nth h hand I Her ey s · are hot 11 cinders! They burn ttl r 

y era th night f h b dro 

to th1 hospital. I try to remlembl:tr .", 

vibrant with des1r I) 

last sitting together 

p uUy. evalu ting a papal bull I h Ju t p1Qk UP . thirteenth 

c tury, Gregory 1X. ti d with the original 

giVing p n church in AD • They can go for as 11 ttle 

thirty dollars, and I dec1d to hang n to it tar better mal~a' 

• Th tied w1 th trin and not silk, alw y 

d for th · , for mor • our ld be1n 

mmitted, it , to be n • . I h d ju ld cry tal 

chand er for t nd at Park Bern d. 1n no hurry for bread---

I h d writt off (h Yin dropp th thing on : th ki tch floor 

nd r red :1 t) nd th u pop T • t ec1 1 po did the 

I.ord 91 th , to prod\.tCe onf f it nativ om at 

_lJ\,#ut ny art-auct1on w1 th thav d of buck dy in h:L packet? . . 

Dt ~ounter-.b1dd1ng pu d h up to about twice wh t th , thing 

1. worth. 

* .. * 
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A t h 

i c thou it -1 an 1nt~ . 

'te1da, or a 

He 1 dellb tell' , ~play1ng t her • may 

b But it i n't h1 styl pf lan HO~' that could siqlly b 

• 

t 

• 

I pas bl that.Jack H . tor1an and , 

bled 1n the mark t f ut it It hi tyl 

might b thi king af H 

Lat in book ---," 

I san th B eams to b 

at th1 manu5Wlt, . d 

wh her 

ar1~eaJ~ng SQmlewtle:re 

in th :r co . n back und. Sophia y h v dabbl 1n it. through 

Jack· ale. , Th Flor to h throu him. 

, taunted _., ..... ith b a DOClK-WOI'ID. nd 

d becatne his prof - H did car-

t1 • a know alr dy. 

aut 1ddi~g nd t1nsid • count 

rwahMl""a1.ng and :L futur 

rol e1th 

it clifia th rof'~~lOl. h • s hi own part' . 

• 
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au Itt 

That night w lay 1n th o11ve grave below the house. Th trey Df 
I 

tea-things waattU there at the loot f ray b d, just aa WI had 1 ft 1 t 

in ttl late afternoon., reflected iA the vast mirror. W ate nothing, 
! 

drank not a drop . , win _ ,Just tiptoed pEl. t CBs~dra' french ,dndows 

wh ,ahe sa ,tn hEW usual ~ir. (10.,0 ed ,and still in the 1a. t ,tage 

of h r dayt~ driAldf!g marath~, her bra1n now Wd quit. with no more t 

desires (that t raging m ,ories). ga%tng before her in the darkna , 

aver the heeds a.f the dl.lety live trees towards .the SS8. Sh always 
at this moment. " 

look lovely -I har ·plWDp shat;tlders soft. har heir 10015 'J a 1 ember 

hartwanty years ago • when the 'laher-bay ware toe ing on th ocean of her 

b d and amerg1ng like ld1ers from a n~ kind of beaut4.ful war, where the 
~ 

WQund __ eat. Ah. eta had a power than' . And each night that power 

at s on her agsn, 'When .·thabratn go 5 quiet t and all sheoan as,' if 

you knack oft har doar is .• Plea!s don,lt come in, whoever you are. 

My Uad1a~n Avenu ha1rdreaaer wan.tad Ita know in whisper who that 

lady surrounded by a great l1'ght in the darknes w • but, I topped har lips 
. I 

and w tiptoe; over th herd clOds, down to wher . 1t wa smooth , an, d ,'yau 
I , I~ 

could . ~. . ~ w1~ it elf}. ecret~ I hsd bought III thick 

blank • . And laier that night. when Cas andra had lump . d her way to 

bed, ~av1ng. knocked aver a cba1r, ,as she do_ every night (I alway8 wait 

fot' he ,sound: before I go to leap) . , I laygazlng up at the sky and was 

voUCh.fed what 1 can only call a v1s1t .. auch as I could never d .cribs 

. ~ .. ~ . h t f · 1 tea WIU . lying next to m. sus ad now rom h ravages, as ' eep 

Uka a chUd who has found home staat. r th _ lack dame of the ni.ght 

had open · before my eyes. 1 t scattered 81lvery Ught from the stars 
i...c. Jk+'~ i.&fow ~e. 

draldng seide with III breath that C8ID through}:he oUve t:f:aIaLand Cllatt~ 



.• 112 -

_ their 1 vee like t1n,....fo11,. and everything that had happened to' me in 

the pr vi u . two hDurs wa r6SQlve~the stretching and scorching of my 

r1n ' id~ , in . that perilous scstasy that 1s pat" too. and disaster. and my 

d tructlonf~ had gallaped fram one SKPlosion ~e ~aKt like a mar 

f ·11 of oats I , until thank God aha alumped a 18 tt felt as if my antrails 

weraJoitlin,g ttl earth. actually about 'Ilia to ;sad th , olive tre like the 

d d pigs th y us d to plant und them---and now it was all r olvad., and 

my giddy at th t once again I we whirling and roasting in the martyr· 

fire. ,clinging to that b It round my middle like a maniac ......... )' regret too 

we ab orbed into that V at open1ng dam of the ' night" and the heavenly 
, . 

breath touched my fao • even kissed it wi ttl a message SO deep that I shall 
r 

never sea -1 t in words or even f' l$.ng. and my horror at becoming tne 
, 

serpent again wa consumed into what I can only describe as a state of 

divine pre tlga. 8 :1,f my body were suddenly elected) wnchallengaably 

enthroned in that open-cracked doms beyond. where tharw was no body but yat 

me. r ,elsu d van from the buming lat that moment felt, having spilled 

so much Df th marrow of my banes. And I slept at once. 

It e ed to me that suddanty I knew who I was. At dawn I looked at 

her end realised th :t she had Simply been sent tD me, an inst:rwuent. A 

certain loveUness from the vening fore played on her- lipsil It was , 

like. mue hovering over th.. Thts music wae atremge. , 1 heard the 

clink o~ cymbals. III dance of Katakali'l The snakes of her hair were quj.et 

l'loW~ th had entangled themselves to, death, and only another Journey would 

bring them to rebirth. And .' so I got up slowly, and left her, and went 

Up . tairs to my bed. I ,slept untilCas~dra bellowed up from below, 

What th. devtl ' that lytng under an olive tree wrapped in Qne of my 

blanket , 

And later that day. aft&J:' I had ',introduced them to Bach other and 

everything was on a safe basis {or no ~ further interest to me), some Words 

",_ •. ~. _ __ _ I' ~_...- ....... - -- _ ..... _ •• _._. 
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QaJD8 to ,m .. J lt 8~d from many Uve8 aID',' I que t!en not my corpol'8al 

or vegetative ia)' - any more than I would q""estion a windo concerning e. 

eight. I laok througb end not with it. 

Are W lPeaking in Engl1ab Qr what' 

,Cueandra, and ttl ' Modiao" Avenua ..... 58 ( .. lUng f'e1ntl~ of a 

thousand and one rinsll8) talk d quietlytog.th.... They had P ple 1n 

~~J apparently. Was tnl. arts still ",,!)t dead, the other only half' 

$O? We , thi place $lbatantial. the other till adraam' And as they I 

talked I naaUsed that .ealng th night brokanopen ,8 I had X aw all 

my . f'uturatoa, and the m8fat\1ngof my body IF:1 it present. flam 1y a a 

wh1cla far lilY futur. When ,W, 1 ok into our ,pe. tw Bae our function 

parfcmned& and in th 'utur 11as , th perform"", _h1Ch 18 not my body, 

nor my 11f., but that of which my lifa 1. one of th ct1ng 'pari .• 

Thee worda se. to come from faraway" though they ere my own. And th Y 

" '" are light, at the edge of maanifrg. I lapt 'or three hour in the ·after-

noon. until it was dark, and they had tt) 'com upstairs to find • the 001' 

helPing O~uulandra, an ann I'Own,d . her wa1at. I 10ok8a .. tthem both a 

l' I had never sen th bafor f ' which indeed I he.dn, ·t.l1~ many sen es, 

~d, at arloe I could 888 that t~is , wa)' , of looking at ttl eKe1 ted and 

thrill d them. Their 8)'8 f the ana ~ pair light and wORdering. ttl 

other flaah1ng w1i;h dangerous serpentine ,daa1gn......-quickan d 8S I looked 

intD them ~h1ngl)'1 the an.' hOping "Ql" a langeni.ng f drink, the 

ather' ,or---wal1.. Z would let th~ ~th he.v thtdr deGree. Lt,,. baa;:Jy 

aagg~ with resignation llk~, ~ half.fil1edballaon.Bu't tor their 
1\ 

benefit I got out of bed with a great animal bound, shaiLng the how e. 
. " ,, ', 

As, I walked dawn thatane ,steps betQ;.nd them, calling ae.cb of th darl ... 

in;, I felt euoh a sLl101de.l ~luctaric to be there that 1 taa 'CU'be~d 

suicide, X wu f~1cnt 1)' hungry ~,?%' th t sky 8gtq.A.. thatf,utura. that 

~th through th oUve t~ ;., t~at m ,which had no place here except fQ:r 

the parlormenc 0' lip-sarvica , and' at the sam. time I realised that 
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deatn i$ AC\l lib$rat~Qr.I into orte:- pro~ ad futur . b~t only into .one ' 

present ,deed$. Or rather I would ~ythat understanding tn key tp 

one' S ,. present deeds----discQvering why df!'Stir:ly requ1..res one to be tramping 

down stone tepa beh1nd two women. ons' after the bottle and the othar the 

bl"east ..... 1 the liberation, . ~efQre w~ reached i:the. 1Qt.tnge, wh~ 'th~ .. 

drinl<s . aboard on ane aida argued for preced nee over the averworke~ . 

divan on the other e'de I had discov~d my role, and begun to p f'fanlJ 
I • 

~ 
it with 'BfI~ess. because . ~~ had the guaranteeing tamp of the future ~n , 

it I . sat with them ov~r dinner, s\l~in9at the dangerously shaped white 

aeparagu t1p~. and aited unt~l C~dra had achieved ~he nightly dania 

of· her m~d. then took th , . l~dy . of the thQu and and one r1n 8e down to the 

aU ve gray, and plunged Qf1ce more int~ my J)ainf'trl tanes wt th til datach-
. , 

mant ,l had fl8ver known be~ore TJi4,tl1 such detachment that I felt I had 

- never properly lived before, only been, pulled. bli."dly tnto dances by the 

wires. of death. As it w~. I cou~d · na laAger 8e thepass1biUty of 

death. . My rol was now far b"yond ,evert m.;own Ufel It stretched into 

many Uves. And so I could perform , fo;rthes _ two women their wiebe • 

with a mysterious capti~ng energy tram beyond, knowing that I a , 

binding them to me---perhaps not snly ' for this life either! I could 
-.J: 

feel how every angle of .my body was ifDPOr~aRt for th1&--ws$ wtlached 9 
. r. tt:a... . 

with thrilled eyes--aa I talKed ri tting at table, slumped forward on my 

el.bows. dr~sssd in a simple · Indian shirt dawn tom)' knees, naked ~ndar-
, . 

neath, .1 .could actuaUy seEl. how ~Y . bQ~y"ad been kneaded to 1 ts shapes 

itl order to allure such yes, an~ r .eqder its gift back to the divine •. 

The bairdr'esser hardly dared tQuo,h ,me in, ttl . SQftnas of'the olive ~V. 

that night. I discovered sqe as trembling. 'X had eVidently taught 

her that whatever she touoile~ .wither finger was the inaide and not 

th~ ou~s1de of things. 6h~ trembled ~ to see matter SUddenly al1ve, having 
I 

always taken herself and i ease . sent~ally dead. And the ·next morn~ng 
, 



.... 

sh~ wasgone---befQre dawAJ ' Perhaps" as she later r her fingers through 

the erpent!! of other heads" baokin Liatt1.son Avenue., she felt th stirring 

,of; something sh dared nc~ tell. f'maps ~She too reserved its tnf ncas 

for the n,ext Ufe • 

. ~ O~ght '0 add that ,tha two nights I spent in. the o11vegrove were 

abD'4t thsonly serene nights' we have had all summar. I remembered "SQms-' 

thing satd to me once •. during the Harlem parl,od" ~e havs the ab1Uty to 

c ' at. __ life. Usually there are via,lentthundersi:onns that make me hop 

and tQ.ng %'Ound the hOUB with e>q::itement" or rolUAg leaden clouds that 

fin the' place ldth anger. Vast Sheets of rain billa to ,and fro for 
, , 

days on end, ' leaving the summer air so cold that w put the central. heat-
I 

ins on. There have been nnds so fierce that our potted lemon trees' 
. I 

and: Qur bouged.nviUea bush~. our greatfu'11-bel1ied vases bril1l(tJing with 

g~M1um, df;U1C8 tn the~ aiJi" ~d smash to pieces. Our exquisite Medittll!" 

arranaan ~al.at:';Qe has been ~rtal1y wounded! The 6 n is siok. glowa~ ' 
in9 through mists I have nevJr , kno n befor I y poor 14ad1san Avenue 

. _ ' jttt ~I'o 
h8.U'dra8 ~ was probably orippled. With rhs",mat1sm when Sh1' I I tbe 

States. since we were lying on f)Qdden' 'ground. Sometimes there is a day 

that · bUrtd u with :i.ts E)~orld sererd:t;Y4 and e reject tbe other sather 

a · freak. ,SW' IS It! liRnq ' Ii bon:awad t:Lms• I don't think th1s--1t 

Just goes ,round va. th my v~ns. In : this lias Qurl1berat1on. for we ItI 

liberated, 1an t that ,so? ' : ,From:.pa$t, and 'LJt~. from present respon-
; , 

.$1b111 ty t The past ls a tlock~j :, EJ. ·museum t We' have aU read th$ FINIS 

acroa~ the , sky.. It is to ,a"d the ' CJld creature' and make 'a newl : We are 

on the way out of sex' 
" 11 " . 

Take no , not-ice of the prot stations of pleasure 
~ ~ 

or pain,' They ,enjDy nc .. ~~~.;· they ', ~ova nothingl They are liber'ated 

~nto nothing I I doubt f'I :,:~~b.n~ ;'rvature will take place on this 
'I 

glbbe, or even 1'1 spa~e ~d ttm~~ , : l ' think 1 t hasn't been decided yst. 
,; /' J ; i' 

"'uet a the plant IW~\ l,n its upward clll11b. dec1~119 to avold that 
! 'f .' f;' ~ t\ , 

! . 1 \ 
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wall o~ th1 overshadowing branch - So our life has not yet determined 

it n w form" Thinking like this lexcites me beoauseI. Bop.,1a t have 

helped to lead the Race out of its coils of prooreation. 

As ·l say, I never wanted to live hara again but she insisted. 

though of course not 1n words Qr persuasion. simply by moving events that 

way. I think she loves to liv near the flame of hatred. We are 

within two kilometres of the Aaron villa. She bopes that one day even 

this will be mended, end the family of the ce intact 8;&10. 

Josh called me from the 6t.at$S. in the middle of the night of oour e . 

He das supposed to have some sort of Job." which I don't beUeve. In a 

month from now the begginLl cable will arrive, OUT OF CASH DAD. and uo* 

signed. I imagin the job is, the daily chore Df commut~ng to New York 

for the daily hash. 'Th~se are sarious times, Hi,s abandonment of 

cocaine was a relief. He 'talked everybody's trousers off, and was always 
M-

ane JIIIi ahead in any discus.u.on,Ji Barbiturates made him dOzy and easy-

gDing. I Oouldn 't stand all that nonstop talkaga1n. and the staring 

eyes. and it makes thelr faces so ugly. He told me over the phone that 

I loved people to the degree: thay ~ved me. and hated them to the degree 

they hated me, and that was' . wnJng~ Imagine that around four in the 

motning. Everything has , to , refer back to ,you, he said, for you to be 

interested in it Dr understand it,_ ;'" Hij said if he slamuuad the phone down 

then and there and said he h' t _d, m~. i lI '! ,d start to hate' him and he'd never 
" II I 

. , 

hear from me .again. I said,t" ~e ''1 u l ~ng1ng m ·at this hour to teU me 
"/ • I 

th1s? o I he say J I fm ,trY'fn~1 ~~, fin~ , 'myself. " ell CQuldn', you find 

,lIQur/ilelf when I *m ""t alii' . ·'·' .f ~!:I. B\.lt I thought about what he said 

aftel"w-ards. Isn't thB.y l th~ _il1P. of ,fey for an eye. tooth far a tooth" 
; . - \ ;, \, 

:' ! .; " 

Don't we all do it. jAve t,D ~e de~e we are loved? 

H has mistak ' thai 1 t ,', tton 'o~ the 6criptor. -Eye for an eye , 
I ' , I" ' I 

',,' \ 
/'/ ;, 

~ \ \. 
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tooth for a tooth' means that for avery little bit of hatred you g1 ve., 

you get the ,88m degree of hatred baCk, amd for avery l1ttl~ bit of love 

you give, you get the same degree of love back. This is bad news for 

haters, good for loversl Life is in your handsl Rise and embrace your 

freedom I this thought brought about a sudden revival in me-I took my 

first walk in the hospital grounds. and I Bsked my Juda~fe not to come 

today. I feel marvellously armed against her. It is goad to be armed 

with light and peace. 

I returned this morning after a five-day gap and could not imagine 

how it had been possible to see the island as I had seen it just five days 

before. I sent the oar 'ahead from the harbour and walked back,. Just to 

get to know the island again in its new sanity. 1 almost asked myself, 

But who is Sophi~? I can no more tell you now why a few days ago I was 

in a fever about a ~ermaphrodite than I could ac~ount for b!t behaviour. 

I am only glad that I did go to see her, and get rid of that nasty feel-

1ng ~ had had that sh was a mocker ' of Jews. Her kiss wae a great relief, 

and I was almost inclined to believe her story that Aaron's wife had put 

her up to ·1t-to that bleak frown at the door. I mean she is so apontan-
tu-

eous and all-giving. it really ~ difficult to imagin~preparing a snub, 

she really does seem too innocent a creature. Anyway, that's all shit as 

far as I'm concerned now. I've had the din of the Thraadneedle street 

traffic in my ears again. I spoke t~ New York for over an hour and a half 

from my office. and the logical, t~e . c+ean connections ware established 
, p'/~t 

again, and my lunches at the ,St;UJ19 rd"H,. the same tabla, with the same 

Fred servj.ng not only reassured me,. ; they gave a deadly once-e.nd-for-ell 
J ' ' 

slap to tryese island-fever I . they sa;d. 'Never aga1nl-. I particularly 

enjoyed grasping the morning paper on my return to the house, where my 

wife was waiting with cQffee '~d sandwiches as alway. and the latsst news 

of the drug-world a purveys by her three sons. Shit to that tool 
Ii' ~ 
t 

' I: 
. ~ i 
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I grasped the newspaper at the edges (after reading the cutside columna) 

so as to make it unreadable far others. I call this my little bit of 

kaiserism'. I think I can account a little for that feverl some kind 

of virus has b en going round the island, and I was feeling ncne too well 

before 1 stepped on that plane. It probably waS .8 fever,. a real Dnal 

" Anyway, everything is i n its place aga~n. She no longer betwltches me. 

~ou are bewitched not by me but by the mortal coils that revolve you 

in endless cycles of pleasure and pain. Ycu are 60 sure that what you 

touch 1& real. 8r:\d what you see is reall But they are thoughts,. my dearl 

You Can never get away from thoughts! You created the fever, you created 

the so~alled reality on your , return I But when you break through the 

thoughts (yoU will never do it)-.-through the 'solid' things and 'seen' 

thin.gs .' and f fal t· things-you fi.nd a ,st111ness that they call the real 

birth I I say 'they' beoause I, Sophia, know as little as you do about \ 

ita I am bewitched like you, I am revolved in the terrible and absurd 

cycles which are only the consequence o~ being enslaved in tho .... ghts., 

My thoughts at this moment are in a M~dison Avenua ha1rdresaer' s salon I 

But I know I am bewitched. I am aware of that marvellous bewitching -
power that lies behind everything, that can hold before us such dazzling 

. '1 ' 
tapestr*es. and make Us giddy with ecstasy at the touc~the r1~ht hand. 

, . A 

the right basom I Youar,e I5IiiII:I:W bewl tched in the slave' s way. I in the 

handmaid's wayl I enjoy, good fortune , you only wealth, which is the 

bread of the forsaken. Even you must have asked yourself ho it is 

possible for Sophia to trade in her new car every year for an even newer 

one-

---especially as she has ,a ,smash.l.up at least once a ~onth-

--.and the asnwar is ~hatal1 my satisfactions must be here and nowJ 

I am in close accord witJ't She who devises it all, while not having a trace 
'I '/ 

of sainthood in myself. * ~ . lookea after. provided forI I allow my. 
i·. 

i , 
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self to b recked in Her lap, . I never follow my own \VillI I let life 

transpire, this is my secret I With a soupcon of sainthood I WQuld not be 
~ 

so fortunate. that is, She would feel no need to look after roe. But, 

as I am. giddy with Her beWitching powers. helplessly bewitched from the 

moment I clap eyes on the livi~g day, a speoial place in Her watchful 

heart is kept for me. I am not a ~ plaything in Her hands but almos~ 

like those who have challenged her lovely witcheries and found the lady 

Her elf. sporting quietly in her golder:a rooms. I shall never know Her. 

Which makes Her all the more attentive that I shall flot be lost to the 

chances of her bewitching machinery, but shall be preserved., even ""'hile 

I am being tortured, Uke a sort of royal pig. Better, I think.. than Just 

being a pig. Though there is the story of God putting Himself inside a 

p:igand enJ.oyins it so much that he had to be more or less dragged cut 

of his pigskin back to heaven. Oidn't ,You say just now how happy you 

were; to have found reality again, and put pour nose once more in the 
/ 

pigswill? 

,/ . Get thee to an analyst. gol 

Nor can any peace be .lasting that is sought in external affairs. 

Who spoke? 

At the hospital today: he saw the extent of my liberation. 

I I put the grape , cut Just that afternoon. 1cy from the sUdden autumn 
f(u::... I...t:. """:~~, W tl. f.;.t--e.J'~~1 ~~-~ ~ ~~»). 

hailstonn, close to his left hand. ~ H~ was sleeping. He started at 

the io), touch. What has happened to me? I can serve him night and 

day ~thout resentment. And he Sges that he prefers to be served wlth 

resentful f1rel He misses the fire that used to flash from my eyes, 
I 

and/ oould turn so thrillingly to fires of desire! The one can hardly 
i 

b~;' had without the other. So Sophia's magic touah, which I never wan~ 
I 

t~ feel again, did work. Q~ly slowly. ,I am free now of him and herl 

But what have I been ~barated into? It mhkes me afraidl I feel no 



I ,2Qf.1. 
,I ­

Ii 
I 

de ire. I potter about our empty hct.(e, im a elf-contained mood but 

I ,I 

, .' I 

there are nopartiaular thoughts in y haQd. As usual, I hardly sleep. 

Sewere of the sleepless, someb dy ane I told 8ophi. Perhaps he was right. 

I real! what power ther has 'always ;been in me. mostly between my legs. 

I never want, to 'think againl I am---dare I say it?---happy! I have 

found sort af stillaeE$s which .! nevel" knew existed. It puts me in 

hannony with the still garden Qu~sidejl where the at r of the poal round 

h1chipp d head of Hermes neverr char;ages its expression even by a flicker. 

ICDuld sa ly never retum to :ew York. or 81 temati vely never return here 
;. I 

from the~. Now I understand why he f:' ela safer at hospital than here at 

hornet f!'or he has no homel 'I+~ ~ 1l.. t~ ... J ! 
' I olean the house and a h the sheets with my own hands, and bring 

ttl . breakfat tray to her room. Her/! eyes are less tired in the morning 

. since he ant into hoepi tal. My son says I am th last wernan on the 

lsland to be doing the sheets at the waehing-placa by 'thefountain~ 

He eaya they oan easily afford a washing machine like all the other villas 

on the island. I told him I shall never entrust sheets to a machine. 

I have n ver read a book, but the unlearn d are saved fra,m the grip of 

the ,aevil of self .. infatuat1on. The unlearned are saved from the sickns& 

of a thousand whi:rling thoughts and words I Saved from running after 

wealth I My on's ayes are worn like an old man'sl He I follows me through 

th~ rooms of the Aaron Villa staring at all their p~~i6ue things, the 

pictures that are supposed to b worth more than the co~t of the island, 
:r \ 

the bronze oreatures that sometime make me feel, afrai,di~\ ~nd he has his 
" \ 
\, 

teeth clenched' All becauea he went to schooll It ~s -i\rom more than 
. ' 

one evil th t thunlearned are saved. I am ane of' 'tht.i:' Ia t crp.atures 
, .' \ 

I ".. '\ 

here who cannot read or write. Ho my parents m~ag .~ I~O keSp me away 
J/ \', \ ' 

from school I shall nev '\1" 1"emember, but they were o~t~ than any 

government. y name is iranda and I have long bl~~k h~i~ which my 
j/ I/,{" 
f 1.li 1\ \ 

M~' \' 
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husband unties with a laugh at night. 

I wondar why Mias Sophia never comes to the haus now. At first 

when I saw hal' she frightened me. She aid, Here, Miranda, tomorrow I 

bring you a lovely shawll And ahe did. Her s1nging make. m feal goad, 

it sounds 11ke a man,. Sha, makes ma feal strange. I think .1 WQuld like 

to touch hare But &he isn't natural. I fa 1 sorry for h-.r. She naver 

goes wi ttl men. I say to my huabcmd. What t S wrong with that? think of all 

the nuna there are I She 1s Uke a Mother 6uper1orthar used to be on 

the island. we called har La Baffetta because of her moustache. She 

told my sister that wh., sha wae a sirl ahe spread pigeon shit ell over 

her face to make her hair grow. She wanted to be like a man. But my 

husband lik.1 everything cleere We laugh about it. He tickles me in 

bach-

Here I am 81 tt1ng in the dusk, gazing Over the tops of the 011v8 

trees. dreaming of .my sedlor boys I was never bold enough 80 much as to 

touch I They usad to leave m amptied-aut. but not 1n the way Sophia 

would understand by that. I was wom Qut by my awn subterfug ,Which 

I myself too found horriblel If they moved closer to me on the sofa 

I reached fo~ the cigar box and .tuffed ane in their mouths. If they 

.stood 1n th dQorway wl1.,,1 wanted to pass---thay often tried that on ..... 

I s1mply tu;med back as if I'd forgotten something.' They l.ftexhausted 

tool But It waenlt my subterfuges that kept them off my bedy. It was 

my poia I That ~arl.Bl poise waa my cursel Young men fell in 

love w1 th 1 t by the dozen. I suppo. a number of them evan comm1 tted 

dicide." I was full of honour, you knOw--eU that rat, Just to keep 

Britain' monopoly in certain raw material I It sort of da-wornanissd 

us. It spelled one thing in moat of us--frigity. The sailors nay r 

really and truly 'el1 in lov8 with m. They cottoned on pretty soon, 

and went round the corner far a whore. They stayed friends with me. 
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s 
They Yelta eompas1onate affection. J'ary aldom did they try anything 

.~ 

on) once they·'dunderstood. When they did it w • bacau8 they simply 

eauldntt believe that woman of my beauty, woman with hip andbreasta 

11k mine, cawld not have something in star. fDr them. Of CDWr .B they 

bali ved . acre 1y that I had simply not :baeA prowksd in th right way. 

they hoped to be th 'pioneer. they aakad about m, hu,abend--nly two hus-

band '. I pr t dad some kind of marital flda11 ty. but they' Saw through 

that. Tn&), just smiled and nodded. I know what they called me, behind 

my back. ThaMule. Meaning the childless ona. It .as said wt.thout 

malice. As far th English kids who fall 1n love witb me, th8)' ware all 

out of the top drawer. and qu1.te opposite' th . sailors, in their aent1lR8nt­

au. and lapp1n8Sa (which no 'doubt Cat.lsuthe '-..1 frigidity). 

My detachment from nything f'leshly, combined with my avid interest 1n all 

fleShly SUbJects, struck 1:h right perverted note for theil, I auPPQS8. 

Only Sophie. opsoedme up f thoUgh aha naval' satisfied mae The fact that 

ah d1dn·t~uldn·t ......... a. why ISh faac1nated me, and why I .steyedYdth 

her, and ' hy.--lovaly aantrad1ction..........ah. 'satisfied ,me mora than any 

other human baing I have 'known. Her magnetic fl shlinns. whiCh of course 

1amostlr t8eatr ' ". and hiD" lack Qf' any frlghtening male daends, ware 

__ tly what, 1 was after. It 1. yearenaw sincewathad anything' aa 

they 1. Soan I shall krtQak the chair over, ju t befare I go to bed, 

because she axpect me to t eo that she may pity m for my awkwardn ... 

What tragedy there i8 in the world. Haw the earth steams with it, 

groan ' with it. And thoa absurd deaths. Thre of lilY brothers in 

twa world ·wara. And tn. concentration camp. Haw can Bod tolerate 

it, indeed create it? 

He is lneid . )'OU.' Theref'ore aren't you accusing yourself? 

Was that a mal or flfJlale who spoke? 

I know that when th poor darling knocks aver her chair she 1s 
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helplessly' drunk. stumbling towards the oUvagrQve in th hape of 

finding what ehe navlD' ha~thl For me th sound of that fall1ng 

cha1r 1 _ th eound af her tlUTOl' of ld gat and my heart 1. tom each 

time. She al.eY8 atopa .ttha french window.. Shanever aetuelly gou 

into th alive grova. ahe never eo IDUch as CI'Oe88S, the terrace. The 

abating. bUr 1:8 into ... thing like panic, and she dashes 

back into th dark r'CIOID, to feel bar way towards another stiff drink which 

1& tak., up to bed. I often want to tall her. Renounce ell and you shall, 

find all. But $he would take this to mean 8 phrase from har own idiotic 

s.q,er1a1 edUcation uchaa 'give up the world. ,twhareas r8'1Unclation mean 

only giv1ng up the go I Th ego 1s the r88er\101r of aU terror _. and 
L.t~ 

notably t:bLaU of time end old $la' The ego insist on cell1ng itself 

Uf......-.nd. woraa than, that, theanl), 11fl Why i 1t given to me to 

know this when I have never renounced e mar 1 of the go mysalf, and 

CGuld Rwer do so1 when I smart w1 th reaentm.,t when a ID8n com II 1n the 

room. ,and cannot let gO Of the whirling thoughts of rev81ge th t crowd 

into my head? when 1 wake, up sometimae with a fury 1nsid me like a 

hUrricane? A key may JJ. 1n 8 ourious fat about 11181 I take at least 

two t aametimes three haUra to waka up in thallOmlng. Thlacontradicta 

alwaye, saying about how I wake up singing. But I mean ., I 
e. 

weldaa up about three hOur after I get O\Jt of bed. At first I am a1mply 

not conscious, av., wh11a walking about. Half., 11 tre of black coffee 

mak little diffar.,C8.nor do .. the d1n af conversation. Each morning 

I take new E1' Journey back to Uf • fram what seams daI'k cDuntry 

of sleep s1 tuatad etarn1 tiee . . _ _ , ... _ ---r~......__ ..... 
_. _ ..... _ .. ~. _ _ 4 _ $_.)', end into which I plunge. 

draemlasa and all but unwakeabl. th nanant I "ut my head ~n the pillow 

at n1ght. In this ..,88 I am a vidtor to 11fe, I mean consciously a 
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vit r, and prison r to ac d t1 11k most oth r people 

I 

J 

t 1 in th 

life 

th , go 

I 

af 11 • I aft think to 

y mora choice bafor 

t __ IiiIiIiiiI ............. ~iIiiiiiii ... • 

1 of l1f t Dr evan as alive 

on of an endless sari s 

I h v made of tth1 one', 

• Thus th I th t span 

1 th ltv 1 quit different fro th I of on l1f~, . 1ch 1 only 

o ter skin. This i why th 'Y tl call m 'the Gr '. I 

n~t. b sic 1y t e the 1y th can cb 

th t. Wh you c to tel< it lie the 

begin to crest itl 

* * * * 

It i n& to that call her'th Gre ',but 

p~ap Ihv eth1ng. Certainly her trine of rebirth 1s 

pyth nan and not Indian in origin. caesanlClra:l. a Gr thu st. 

P sduring their ,long conver t1an und caiUng fans in Tang1 

Saphi 1 ed ething f ~ r-a urth st to 1 eming ut 

her 1. Agedn d a atn Saph1 '. as sh h 

e' vole'. and thl 1. du ,I th1 

capac! ty fDr absorb:!" peopl in th r _r 1 

a t tion to th 1r b av:1our or th 1r talk. 
1t-\J,. 

on talldng and behaving . level, Ca 

* * * 

th 

o her t daus 

'cannot nd tand' 

dra y. 

.. 

I knock d OV th chair dutifully, ,d 11< d as usual to the 



, 

t 11 ~) . 

• 

J _"".I~. I 

I 

./ 

\ 
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that I ahould have th 1n my bag. 'I found 111)'8 l' putting them among 

the oth .. tabl ta ,an hi talJla. There they sat,. clearly urked in india 

ink DOG TABLETS. He hardly opened his eyes. I told one of the brides of 

Chrit that X would retum leter when he waa 1888 sleepYe I almot danced 

into the aun and---while I knew no real harm could coma to him, . and that the 

tablets .... easily 'tolerated' as th packet aa1d--I felt even re 11b-

at d than before, even more trangad' my elf, from that .... I: 

nan-ed.stant creatur'a I have naver bean able to find (and whQa relation­

ahips----with Sgphia. with Aaran--l evan b gan to find tire 81). All 

my lifaX have had e floating sation. which lID t of II)' friend have put 

doWn to my navar hav1ng had to worry about money. But now I have cut 

adrift. The floating now seams right~ and I dontt care wher I drift tee 
The only CCJnn~tlon t have with th1 11' of min is my body, which con-

timaes to welk and function. This 1. my only a aurance that I exist. 

After tartlng my third newspaper (1 

editions 'l'r t ,than the lac'al paper JIb 

d the two international 

my wife run into the house 

wi ttl faotst s that denoted she was 1oak1ng fQr • I kept reading hard 

(it. s y tarday's crime passional, 1n the back room of 8 bakery) but 

th... aha was in front of me all of a audd 'f asking had I heard what 

had happ at the hospital'1 The nuns had given AaroI1 the wrong pUla I 

They were tr. tlng him far pneLlROn1a wh ha haa heart trouble' A fever 

had sprung up. Hawes back 'on the danger list. Now perhaps peopl will 
r 

listen when .. adV1ee them to fly ~ 7he mainland when they faU sick 

rather than 81tru _ t thanselv_ to the. marcy of wmll&l"l whose thoughts are 

centred on death rather than 11f t ' .My wif'e and I eat qui tly over our 
~: ~ , 

cotf tor a time', teJ.king ~t the iSangera of folliw1mng anything but 

th sober tact in life. $n tt 1 t obvious. I said, that When you wanted 
i . 

proper mad1cal 1:nJatment Y9!J should go' to the men whO believed in prolonging 
.l y ~ : wiu-c. . 

lb!I life rather than to ~se whose" sights .. on the next7 .She gave Ale 
,l ' ,I 
/1 ~ " ' 
I,! . 

'\ . 1 , 



a qui look of a°-D .... r .... tlon at th~ nicely rounded phras 

H in a the fever went down. I had 

to be t tb ho i tal at 19ht chauf ur and car and blanket • 

though he ly too Th ho pita! is in alarm. 

Thre rhv ben thi Toorthree 

500 could rind it • y 0 hi 

• to dsc1d how Diocrytlc1n 

Th r1 s of Chr1 t va 

arguin Uk d of cou n of th will take th blame 

nc nan f th I ympath1 inwardly but can do nothing 

about it y that I left th let inadv rtently. o1ng to 

u th art from th 1 rob bil1 ty it is too lata now. 

I thought he va m a knaing look r two t and I notice that he 1 nit s 

full of biblical recrt nation as u • It ~::iI"Q th t e kno 

stand vi,s-a~s h other, and I hap Y for it. There an*t be stat 
, 

of ar at ho • for t e pl r son hat I hav n He 1s the 

defeated. end 1 th army of Clccupaticnl 6'on of n. the h use ofIsra 1 

:I. to b am tiro • All they bra , d tin, and iron I and lead. 

in th idst of the furnacel Oh t v I said? 
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A GARDEN " INCLOSED 

woman plants dog-pill t h r husband's t happ 

dsid without small " t ~darou$ lnt t? W 1. he tak ' th 

car h do It.. H did. Sh meant him to---and h w meant to. Th 

bottl It cl1y Gugh marked, :1.n 1nd1a ink, DOG TABLETS. Of CDur e 

th " at kn no English. But Aaron w 
,.... 

sufficiently recor'er d to 

know what he w s doing. H actually t liar b ttle and 

pop two tabl t of an unfamiliar ahap (hi prescrib d tablet war taken 

with s only, anet. . 1"1'1 and round and variously colour d. while 

th s. wer flat and wh1 t ) into quit unsuspecting mouth J Cl ' 1y 

hi tory nee him for ita next v. The pr---.. ~ .. -- of futur ts 

y bl1nd a per n mamlantarily. if he pan to b in a k y po 1t1on 

wh e hltory can u hUn. H1s wif· will worked. Anc:J.--what did 

:1tachi far Aaron? Nothing but fever (not quit b'u. a VI all 

). For hers '· " Nothing but h1 unwanted r urn he _I t 

sh did &Chi Sh chang d h l1fa---srle 

ght out d6nou . t ft r which ophi 
~ 

waiting 

for year. Sh brought her back to the conv t I ' Thl . 1 an example--

th fir t w have had---wh y become infatu t in order to 

For Sophia th do ills achiev th 

rDOmIantou I For an the lnf'VIH~tou :1 to b achieved, erv n rush 
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forward and pro tr t th lv b for th coming ev t. help com 

d I 

Th c nv t 1 really wing of th h ital. that t whit 

You could 

u d for centurl e to guld th 

11y mis th cony t as 1 t 1 the 

11 t part of th who1 truetur, it ar te hu ad ref ·tory-

building and the cNmbl1ng c101 tar str ching back to the twelfth cent­

ury. Th c 11 8J' relatively n • fro th f1ft th century. Th 

arch ar in sam plac so low t t only the _114O ....... ,er of the si t 

through l.thout d",ck1na--.... a. n t tho from north of the Alp 

11k Br:l.g1tt , allv d th ath The 

oth Superior, dark-ha d h ev ty-odd y • 
straight-b eked, with th t • t dy 9 ze' :Lch 
w.n.. 

ark so hard for. 

d ,pal h nd , her hand ~ c quit un om with anxiety, 

ugh e:1. a little r trained round th l1P. her chin trang with-

aut b ns uar or rough---w " .1y 

aday • let alone in th • 

four y sago, 

af h nA .... AH 

gara • Th cony t, b 

wi h th 0:1. tal th t tow ov it 

function ' f prov1d1ng b ficial p~ yer • 

an iran grill, d 

h va th qu nt habit of 1 vin th 

tab Sewing and 1nv1 1bl ending 

, out ide convent 

th rest of the i land 

d h .ital. and th long 

t ~ no tak pl ein 

llttl conn tlon 

tiled roof ,exc t in th 

s speak to th 

• 
trou er at thl grill 

conv t-art for 

lang th . i land can _1HMIt till. the connection of trouser with 

cony tual lif is an odd on , and th trad1 tian only survive today 

th Church rightly d1 11k abandon1n mercies which ca t nothing. 

end ev bring in a little money. The thar Superior. being by §. birth 
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a B lin ,finds th trad! tiDn touohing, though when she Joined the 

convent sh did put out arequ at th t th trou should b cl ned 

b for b 10 d. Sh r1 d baing th ught over-Pru sian, but 

no n could but elt 1n h camp ny. EV8ryon knew about h r work at 

th hoap1 tal. 

Her offic lay b ind th cl01 tar, out of ght to the towering 

haspi tel, which on th1 '. d • being construct an the lap of hill, 

can ita of rna iv a11 arch th t usta1n th whole building, tunnelled 

into th hill and looking l1ke black d t th.. Her office and 

look out n an enola 11 round, 

though th w U ere invisible to her b of the profusion of 01 dar, 

bra ,palm-tr • cypr s e and u r lla pine that distil and caol the 

un light and e th damp crawl up her lls in th autumn. It was to 

th affic. 1 t fr ch window looking straight into thl gard • that 

Soph1 wa call d. d b low it 1 the Renegad who t 118 u about it 

fir t. 

* * * 

X h v Just r a1v d th a toni ing n th t the other Sup rior 

of the convent down th hill t for Saphi of all peopl to clear up 

• Sh :1 lady of G n origin, and i no doubt mast anxiou 
{v 

in ~ punctil10us kraut way to get to th bottom of the 1 taken pill • 

I against renunciation and medicine being pract1s d tog ther (rather 

n t. that?). but I u t Y I understand her fa lings. I 1 gine 

h think of Sophia as till being 1n close relation hip with th Aeron 

family. hoping th t sh ~ pour ail an what could become very troubl d 

wat for the ha 1tal. and little knowing that they quarrelled at least 

C_~ _ _ ' ' '''_T ' . 
~ ... !IF . __ • _" _r __ _ 1. ' ... --.. .. ,- . .. ""-_ . . 
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f1v y S • low in th convtual ld. My 

)'ing tht put my wif in a giggly -0£1. I added, im1tating the old 

" patrf11arch hi 1f. th t , ther Superior m1ghteoon be ying like Ach1sh 
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unto his setVant , Hav _ I need of' madman that ys hay brought this 'fe11ow 

to play the madman 1n my presence? She went into scraara. of laughter. 

Being eo deeply bewitched by l1fa I ·bsw1tch others. I have often 

III1d :l.t. Why. ftr'enger st;r with - but t.o days end aU III)' problSIIIB . 

hava suddenly bacoJD8 hi.1 He bp think1ng w1 ttl my head I Back in 

New Yorl< or at Raphael or Amaten:iala he aake a OQllllOn friend, Has Sophia 

fixed her draine-problam yet·? has aha gat rid of that lush who plsa his 

trawaar8 at dinn .. tabla? he. aha 8O,ld that ]j. ttle tarracotta plac. on 
I ' CL 

WhiCh her next years f1nancas d - end? wae 1 t .really a IIIquatte far a Bernini 
A... 

fountain? 18 CUsandra still stealing her wh1aky7 did. that Graek charlatan 

ahe picked up with raally avarpa1nt a de Fredi _danna in her chapel? 

And the questions QQGl8 out w1th a certain hard pOssessiveness too f a~ 

to 8ClY. My own fatais caught up with ttI_ things yauknowl And all 
'-l 

because I ~ hopelessly intoxicatadtHow can I y.elp paaa1ng it an? 

If 1 wera lntox1catad 11ke a saint they wouldn" coma near _. But 

intox:Lcation with "'2£kl o~Jact" why, that 1. what they've always lived 

to ech18Val 

Uttle wonder thai espaoially the al, so clos . by natura to the 

mortal objects. get giddy. I may say that .. German woman aU but 

faint I ematural 1ntarchaAga takas place batw.., 

usl It happened the moment I walked into thaMather Superior's aftice. 

01, thy nllCk we . a8 • tower of ivory, thine 8)'88 11k. the fiahpools of 

Bathrabb1m. thy no.. .. the to... af L.ebelbnon wh1ch .looketh towards 

Damascus! And the whits hab1 t that stretched to thegroundJ the starched 

h_q,i 81 The handS :held slightly tagathar in trusting :repos. tHaw 

beaUtiful ..... thy feet with shoes •. 0 princ.-s daughterl thajainta of 

thy thigh. ware lik. JllWals. the work of the hands af a cUM1ng workmanl 

sat m as a ual. upon thin heart. as a ea1 upon thine arm I ...JI ~k ..- •• ,rJ - "". ~ 

is ; 'I J 1 J • , ft' I Ie UfS'.' D'. '.PA'. lie • e d 

,. ... .. _ •• __ .... - _ , ....... . . . '. '''ll_- -.u. .. ! - l .. ·l II ~ "I: tI~ "'''. ',01- . 
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1 strode into the room 11k Elijah the T1shb1 te before th pro-

phea1 d drought of' I . ell She came f-orwel'd.t · h.ar dUcat hands still 

clasped Ughtly together over her at habit. 1 r 'emebblBradf The 

Germans ,are 80 01 
l\.cIW , 

h t morn1nfh andA 

I had all but taken a shower :l.n 14 

her e.equaintanc · ln, eo to • 

dar at . myself 

heav 1y clQud. 

I had mcpect d hygiene tao, it being e hoSpital. no puritan 
A. 

or Luth an a1 thEIr I· ttl was .. p ar mountaln stream, previou to 

pollution I Sh was indeed the living den1 1 of all poisQn.ind all 

d thl No truct10n could bfall her b~U she was not h r bOdy t 

Sh sh~""''lOnie from tns1de herself, suddenlymak1ng it 

that the dr h1ng th tall palm t outside only becaus 

of herl A €lard inclo ad is my 51 tar, my pou • spring shut u.p • 

toujhte1n ~,""" a knew quite waU that I he hardly $ the Aarons 

in fiv or tray 18 fast 1n the conventual orldJ 

To my toni.' . kn about our Yorl< quarr 18. ' Sh 

$EIl . d I· thA _t.. th t · f .,,,,, . Jim Dne had lay d a.And eo pure 

fGod that eh seanedl to f e1 ymp thy for . • 

Aaron, and to b waetly accusing s- I have never bean 8CCU so 

t ~lyl She put the tiny bottle Qf p11ls 1n my hand. . Had I it 

befOl'e? or CQUrse, X said, it a prasorib d by the vet for Silvia. 

an ~ bitch I h d bought th as present 1n a1n once. ore, " 

1 saic:l---lpurcha . d tho tablets myself in St Raph e1. It had 

e. IUtP.-t:l"ntJn1e, after Silvia's econd Utter., U" .other 

And that . as by he as uddanly back an the danger l1stl 

J'Qpeared on hi. tabl 'I I sk d. Good God., i. sh stiU up to h 

d 1 laughed 1... my special way that mak the 

earth sean to be dancing. Appe.re,ntly. oth iU)larior. '$aid .• sh 1s. 

And now we hav . lved that 11ttle mystery, would you 11ke to take . \I ry 
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sp 1al CUP Dfcaff With m? W v d to another raam--I might say 

closure. not 1n the hoepi tal w1ng, tabamaclal We war b lnd th 

and the g v out on to a garden so thick with oleander and yellow 

nd broom and cooling umbrella pin that you could 

hardly any limit to 1 t t no fanc or w 11. And not another hu an 

or ture. And n. ad . f 1ng chorus of birds-Uk 

the unveil1ng of r lit)' it ,1fl F..- from the auts1d orld being th 

r 

world th n1y truthl 

very ap 181. Th acret of th nvent, a enerat1ons-old 

1ch yot ll .. atar. the cof'ee-bean rae ted with laving care. 

filtered by t 

8th to faa , 

/""\. 
dar hand I W ha.rdly talked. 

C4... ~ 

th heart of to "., I 

* * * 

A 1n w tar fae 

In th &bov w certainly haw f of Sophia' * tic exagger-

tiona. Th Moth . Superior could not know of quarr 1 which had never 

Aaron for hi part in 1tu t10n th t wa 

purely 1mag1n~. As for her knowing 'th t the sU on loved me'. that 

is quite inipaasible. As for th mistake of calling the other Superior 

'He ai.an·· ...... 11. Soph1en ~aines . . Jaurn fa toFr nkfurt have probably 

autw ghea t~ ~o any part of Prussia. The convertian with th 

thar Supar1ar unds altogether too slick. to b convincing. Sh 

hand th g-p111. I y Ahl . 1 up to her old tricks again 

1 sh ' .' to which th Moth Superior r 11 . ,Y ~ I ' ppo sh 1 t 

d tnen, Well, now w'v solved t t l~ttle my tery let' cup 

. f CIloIII:I'I ...... &1 convent cof' I No. I doubt if the do iUs actually 
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n her. Sh probably as - ad ut Silvia, the airedale bitch, 
A-

and p bably the other S arior did conclu th t on's atrnge if a--­
A 

as kno everyone on the i ·1 dar ther ' daffy ea_=a__-

he . . ut I nnot beli v she told Sophi so. he did 

invite Sop to h ........... iiiiiiiiiii ... though. ' h did t nc S that en 

at n1 1ng individual h d com into her 11'. And who kno s that sh 

had not achiev -4 the t f!lE destiny too? that sh had aya 

hia, after much talk about her. sp tally fro th 

p ' ant o brought th ir trou s nY So Aaron' fe' 

I y one in this but I find something over-luxuriant 1n 

~r1Ptions of the canv t. She 1 like this en free---
~ 

moment f t negative forces that ' f "J hold her 

do n. must not think th this livina the dr • in the sense 

t t th re is nothing else en her ind. Actually. ev 119 visiting 

th conv t and staying th 

ric done. C sandra 

tr:.]t:lnPJ::amet t • Sh 

ar PcLBE1SU,re--SS 

01 

01 day, sh e s to get quite a lot of 

ys that Sophia 'left the 

th t e annies of peepl wai ting to come 

They ar busin ss cont ct ~ on the 

out Sophia---and me t of th other 
~ 

char their or 1 1. l~_b!iiiii'iiili;"",, __ ~ __ of th reality of 

1· re hour . Even Cas em 1. bu y each ay at th f:1.shing 

p rt or th h our t org 1 inS medical car for infant he omits to 

t 11 u in h narrative th t a lexandra nOrs in th 

ar. 'Va can S11y ,t:ttl wren i ress10n that these 

p ple idle rich. Th ry are at idle nd sometimes rich. 
~ 

but ~ for v y long. 

A to So his t s ov ~uxurlant · styl • 1 t b omes pi thy nd point d 
~ 

Gd:a:::mOZlla;::ld:am rant t and it outrider guilt 1n,vad her again. 
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* * * * 

ther Superior invi t d me to a rinfre a as she - lIs it. when 

the ~ t 8 ( y don't work in ttl hoapit) coma into the . ard 

for 10 n drinks. ,An enola urat th y call itl Far me they 

would batter ' 11 it a gate to fre dom~ Zt i th . world 

n Her.e, ~ 1d th COnv tu 1 w 11. I feel 

11 1 y?---l1k a h I Yes, 

geJ'dMA to ' anIs h long trelU tabl - the brid of Christ bustled 

rou d 1n their billowing hab1 t$, tall an and area ful on I Y' one 

nd LId ciau on sand lUSQiau ones, I found yaelf uddenly in a heroic 

n role, thdnevr much s draam1; ,of' befor'sl HaSh reveals Her new 

dar I And alw ),a more daringJ Haw th y clu ' tared ~und mel I 

am 11 d th 1r cloth • ev th:Lr t cloistered breath,'. even their 

tend -ly closed thoughts I I in a seventh heaven of cit ent as 

Mather Superi 'r pllotted m round ,among th , Giddy I I could he" 

ugh d, dane d. wapt the fattest of' th round in my Sf D , uch 

power , a I dd 1y 91" " ting my eye on two dozen , cloe 

y Gad, to be clpsad' with all this, 11 day--could there 
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be more :in heav :1 f hen, aft 

shall ever requireJ To 

ta t each one, vi from fruit t . ru.1t like a be . • end then. wh.· each 

hae be tasted. to mov ' ack to the 1r rt aa1n. . Qr a second and s eater 

,aavourinsl . eetly J led. deliCiously 

cornered I Th 1r habit • . 1 disco~ of a un1fonn elDth........-but not 

they th elves! Each , as a un1ve~ 

onS all the people of e earth. to e thin ~nher1tancet 
~ 

I arriv d home ··xhaU te as th sun as going wn notAall refreshed. 

as the ather ,uper1or had prom1s d in her " d .......... iii!iiIiiic.t I , was ravaged'. 

Cassandra, moving darkly about the loun ,peered at 

e devil I'd been. en I to~d her, To the cony t. to a sort of gard 

put a . tiff whisky in :y hand with s athet1c party of theirs, 

glance.-- rocks, sater, sans ythinglX t several. and 

remounting for ~salf the spl dour f th after--

noon---the _ .. ,,~, f every hab1 t. ·th to ch of cis, the ,bum1n _eet" 8 8 

seaned. ho deliriousl y of ohk to 

thinkabl 

los I 

not ev . as 

y eyesl HO , imp 

enter1n the 

thin there cannot have Roman emperor. nor ' queen, 

na her f. 0 faae,ted , 0 unstintedly on th senses s I 

d1d that aftemo • In the , dark lou • t Cassandra's sid t I sat deep 
~ 

in a beach hair, az1n intp th shadcy ld of olive trees. giddy 
I\. 

with my ·ouquet of rn-I"'",", ea, dnlgged byth heavy Jasmin perfumes' 

d I iU ,make th plac . ~~ ' abo.ut my hill a blessingl' th re 

'1'MII011'tC1! of bl sing 1,· Th Bod I nev 

~~~ th ' talk aboutf tly worehip a cardboard moon 

real one to " ne h s1 terly l1ght? The outs! 0' 
things, the touchabl husk, . is. ly cardb ardt But touch the inside and 

'the spark wiU l:Lght your U e'l 
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Standing among the fragrant brides of Chriat I shuddered to think 

that it had ever b881 "csseery to 1nventan absurd thi.ng 11ke • history 'I 

1 f l.tI had !lw,¥s been standing ther'a---an. d would be there again and a~l1in 

through all etBn11 ty. that I h d never really come and 0 auld never *ly 

gol I knew them .111 e had met before eon ago. and recently .. ,WeU. 

Ii had, 1n fact. only bean separate from each other 1n spec and t1me:l 

1ppingmy lliaOn drink. letting my ears bask in the eetly &neloa f iii. gard.,.. 

go p, .1 ' raal1eed that th pa t end the futur ere simply convenient forms 

of 1ntellectual arTangament. like using a torah in the fl.dark. • K.J 
.e, 

livJ.nq 1netwnltrl Later, withe shock.- hay-cfrunk. slump d tn the 

b~ at. Cassandra t • s1de, I realised th t you acqu1r~ · t11ln .. s 

~ly when you Net) i .ad this. That night I lept even moJ' than u ally- 11ke 

the dead. and + IIIOJ'I'l1ng, pladdlng through coffa. aftar 

.coffee beck to the attic of dayl1ght again. bending under the effort II10N 

then ever bafo • 1 knew that I was condauned never to escape th 

claws by which W'. are pinned to tht3 lUusion of birth and t1eath, while 

knowing the means of liberation from tho$e claw as 1fl h d invented them 

!yaelf. That i8, X acknowledge I shall n r be free at ego-1~fatuat1an. 
my 

Sur ~y the kernel of IUlJC 1n' tuatlon with those fragrant brids 1 y 111 my -
being among them? 1m n. the , could be no infatuation on mysl were 1 t 

not for my oonaciou8ne &lot y own thrilling pre sene I So we love 

man aes11y , those we euepect of 1 v1ng ou:rlv 51 ere I cap 1e of 

woratd.pping. those enclosed w ' etheert without 

shipping God Himselfl 

• then I would b . war-

The day afte: my vi ' t was a blue· void for • Nothing paned. 

nothing was falt. I uf,led through th ' hous in chemise and old 

aandals. Even n Cassandra appeared as usual dressed fbi' dinner &bout 

sundo., (I mean she puts on a string of p~ls end combs her hair) I 

remained where I w slumped .1n a chair. She gave me ane of her beautiful 

long kindly glances that rested on my hal'-naked body like an angel' 8 hand. 
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That night tao 1 'lung myself on my bed like a sack Of grain, and lay 

among the dead aU nlght., Resurrection came in the morning! The haus 

blazed with a new l1ght. the Jaam1n. ,emelle flUed our roc:DS 11ke a pram1se 

of future me.g1c atmospheres which I must not yatavan guess at. The 

brant. p1acae. glowing gold-cappar, wantad to dance on tha1r marble 'stands. 

and the aun shouted ancaura,, __ t through the corridors. I found m)'881f 

draeeing quickly, tipping halt the lavender _a: bottle WEIr DIy parson, 

and striding. fresher and cleaner than I had felt for years, ' towards the 

convent. I had now. l ,earnad my partl X.,88 epaaah-perfMt,l'Iiutaraad 

down to the last gesture. Q1 Mother Superiorl I will b mora Jealous 
han 

of' thee then 8 Barbary cock..p1geon over his .... ,mare giddy 1n my desirea 

than a monkey I 

I hear- ahe appears attha oonven't almost evary day, and has all but 

talc., the vow • It 1. all a mad mistake on, the Mother Superior's part of 

CQUrse. She believes 5ephia to be a malabar af the Aaron family still, 
and :1 ..a hop .. to hVee her influence aga1nst a possible lawsuit. She lnv1tes 

heralmo t avery day. keeps her there for hour.......,ot presumably for praying 

or faat1ng, much 1 ... confessing, far I cannot :Lmag1n~ that a devout thought 

ever • .,t through SOphia's head. (As for a confeas1Gn. that WQuld bum 

Uo,th .. Bupar:S.ar". ear off 1 ) So hare we have the spectacle of two human 

ba1ngs, clasp d together in an utterly 'alal relationship. How aft., this 

mut ..,pan in l1f..Tba one hoping eo muCh Qf the other. 'While only 

further harm can be 1nCllrred" for both. What does Sophia hop for, 1n 

this cue? 'eU, aha might be prim1ng the Mother Superior for har legal 

d8t8'1C8, knowing the Aarons as she does. And that is ell grist to her 

miU. It would be her final triumph over th_. to see than p4)1.ng vaet 

,court coat. at the end of a squashed lawsuit. Meanwhile Mother SWpariar 

paul'S co,tee and icad drinks dawn the, wer-opan henaaptujd1te gullet in 

arder (quite understandably) to pervert the course of Justice 1" defence 

0' her nag1j.gant girls. I often have 'ocaasian to thank God that fate 
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cho •• a budn cerear for -, where relatlon8h1p are 

of doller lwe1e and not aaotiOl'l ,. That "'l8UJ~ ma1 be dasp1 ad but it 

'puts dneby way of be1ng able to penetrate . "ars to the truth. in that 

it g1vea ona a clear head. I notlce that for aU her praying and her 

tta1t1an to th true path. the "thar Superior '18 tooled 1n the amallast 
I 

details of 11' • 

U, .81 ~ar 'ella IA that Uias Sophia 18 dOwn at the conven' &V8I')' day 

and they are all .,tranced with .har. 6h ' taU. her bead., ah8 1. an bar 

kn_ tar hours on . d., aha even attend. vesp ... , and one day aha insi.ted 

on sweep1ng out the chapel with Slat ... Twaaa. who 8 duty.day it was. My 

1111: .. (n helps w1th the refa:tory) h8IU'd Moth.,. Supar1.or MY thet 4.1a 
would never take the vow but wa worth1 to do eo then lIl8ny ahe could th1nk 

of blh1nd the a1Cloaure. SOphia IId.ght nat be poor, ehe ea1d. but W88 

'chaeta and obad1.,t'.6h8 is th1nk1ng af aak1ng Saphl.a to become a lay. 

ai_tar. My husband )'8 that 1n view at the maney Sophia has to and ha 

c:toaan't wonder t th1*. Ha -.ye that convents en1" for !l"'ctowment Uke 

bitCh .. ina,888I::n for dog. The .. tar 1. baCk apin. and cau1d hardly 

walk into the hou.. Mys1ater saya ..,. think it. ,61 tar Uababaa who 

made the' m1atake ovartha tablet.. Tha o~r cd. tara call her -ttl 

MOr1le11111l8C1ean'. It was bacauaa ehe hates th Jewe, my a1atar .,. •• 

caaaandra loaka t .. with almost frightened 8)'88 wl;'a'l I suP out at 

the hauaeln th naming, aoaaat1mes aoon 'tar dawn, when ,~ol1¥ trau 

ere beginning to whJ.eper to each ather and the G&Anflawaratum their heeds 
, . 

towarda tha1r ria1ng tdAg 1n, the eky. I.y '.lip out of the houae" but 

1 em too powerfully built to Up anywhere, unl ... it 1. on the floor. 

But I have be ... ~v. the winged heal of Mercury in the last ,. days! 

Naw I know the uening of what 80m.",. aa1d to me once at an auction in 
.. ' f 

Buffalo, W. 1ll.uadn.a the universal I thought nothing of l' at the 1:1 ••• 

_ happ.,ed to v been loaldng at a Lehmbruck figure when h said this, 

and I thought the raaerk ent1raly epropoa Qf that 811m youth' body 1n 
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stone, hie arm sligh 1y folded toga her. And now the r turn, 

and I real1 that 11 such remark ' alway in e context which divert 
e.,... tW I.., ...... ~I!.J 

us f'rtom. their no for our~ . • un til such e III!IBft they _ 

evoked aa _ ....... · ..... 1 ..... ·0 . , I n know why thana ls, ,mare light ftl!' me 1n 
L. ~~ 

tlI:d:a Ja8mlflAent ·~gerdan hen there 1s lnth N.t, the ny island. 

I know that grea ' staining light 1s em1tted from all creatures. and that 
~ . 

if tnt isforgo:tten Qr da1 ed, tr we fQrget or""y Qur 1d tity, o...J 

the earth 8$ dark, and th world begins to clestl"OY it . It'prvw.a..4:t1ll 

th oraatura has eclipsed him f . Light 1& not the light .lEi beesu " 

without urselv 1 t uld illu1Pine nothing I We govern th un1v wi th 

that light. : p etra objects th itl 

For a whore iSB deep d1tc:h, and a strange woman 18 a narrow pit. 

Who d tht? 

Mother SUperior d8l1ghta to . ee me go down' on y knees 8.Ad say vespers, 

endatay eomaUm for hours long in the chap 1 1n s11ent pray • aU but 

buried from sight, 1n great tianl heap 1n he e does 

nt reaJJ.. . that Icauld JUst as waU b tuming somersault or screaming 

nth lauClhter or . bing dut in my hair, beca.u any activity of orehip 

1 the aema. giVeln proper' root! · At the sara. t1me ,1 am in turmo11. keep­

lng in mind' thefaQt that th earth will not .lat. 118 go w1 th its sensual 

claws. and that or the light t b tran t d into earthly ecstasi • 

Given my destiny. I f 3. epprehaneiv . And I , 

mocked. ineide I 

mocked, d spar t ly 

Thatruth 1 aut. y wife gov it from the man repairing our irrigation 

pipe.. It as an Arab girl who plant the dog-tablets., Y s 1 She took 

th . Vow, sh laid her life and her virginity at the feet of add Jew, 

;,ut ell kept place in her heart for raoe-Mtred tha~o doubt tered 

her blood nth her mother· JRilkl All day I wee haunted by th thought 

that really we Q ght to move elsewhe:te. Wow to teal fe with t t woman 

dispenstng poison ' not three hundeed yard$ away., and parh ' with acconapUcee? 
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Q faT W tac1tly upported by th ther Superior, who i Seman 

:in origin? And--th thought m 1 up from my can chai~ 

SQph1 behind it 11? Sha had th great t possible inter st in plant-

lng paisan I Ther i no an sh h tes mar vehem . tly on thi earth. 

And what better plec· for th crime than on run by our rel1g1ou en s 

(who sign d concord t with u8so1in1 and Hitler). What a fool Aaron 

w to put himelf in thr handsl 

I wick d waman? I can y with Lady Macbeth t t' don is 

done. Yet I f 1 innoc t . a springlemb. A far my husband. he 

looks better very day, his By are getting b ck their fierce, e1f-

vindicat:ing look, now th t th 1 land is aflam w1 th gos about Sister 

Mahatma. I find I f 1 quit, un sorry for him. Wh t i this new terribl 

CQOlo in m 'l I enjoy his not grasping the truth I I even f 1 like 

planting the dog-tablets a nd time, in order to y that Soph1 mu t 

have loyed a econd Arab ccompl1c t I jak to myself about th e 

frightful thing . But verything serious fall through my fing st 
I could pl n I my own hann Ju t fA coolly. y t I don t t intend to harm him 

any mer . . It w only a jake t Ju t 80 tht I could enjoy rl secret, 

and t t th orid' powers of divination. He gazed at m with thoa 

flare )'e th1 morning and 1d, hi t th cl oh d. For the Lord shall 

c fort Sian, He will c fort all her waste ,pl ees,. and he w111 mal< her 

wildam 11k Eden. and h d sert 11k the gard of the LordI That 

w suppas d to be a sp ech gainst ahatma (who wa actually brought up by 

a d vout Italian f 11), in IJ Tuni; , so they y I) I nodded 11k I 

alw y u d to , a if hi words w pen trating m alawly. For two . 
I 

year in t.he Herl epartmt I we forb, dd to u e the word J • It 
t!.-

had to b 'Hebr • • Now I could no' to anything I Somawhar I f 1 a 
W 

tiny ach of SOr.rDl that Sophia should b d ounced for feelings she 
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caul .. never hav_I mean he has started calling her 'Dachau' instead of 

'S', and I feel my elf tugged into e pit of regret 'which attached me to her 

for a passing moment. Is 1 t PQssible that 8h 18 my only reel attachment? 

Could it not be that she guid d my hands towards the 00"11181 Something 

strang 1s happening to the world. Are you not moved. when all the sway 

of earth shakes like a thing unfirm? 

AU night I draamtofMehatma. I saw her bleck eyebrow ' as meeting 

in th ' middle, showing a dtspgs1t1on to enger (1 suppose her eyebrows are 

pitch-black) • And the eyes ware drawn into lite w1de with murderous 

lnt.,t. In ' her dazzling ' wh1te tee~I suppose she he white teethl-
~ 

sha gripped e glaaad.ng scim1 tar of a k1"d I once saw 1n a Damascus souk. 

In her anns, anbraced 11k 8. naw-bom ,ohild, lays small detonator: she 
So 

only had to make two wires meet and all of us would ta • " • up 1n the 

air! I wae Just abDut to ask her (how absurd to say crisp things in such 

danger--but drealna are Uka that, aren't th y?). Are you suicidal '6 well 

as d tructiv? when I wake up to hear the coffea-grinder screaming away 

in th kitchen. It stopped and the i land-silenc returned---but like 8 

friend w1 th poison in hi heart I Yas, the island ha be poisoned for 

mel 1 can still Be her relentless, naraowad eyeS, from the dr~ If 

only I could rid Illy If of this nightmare, whlch tretches back to my early 

~ 
manhaodl Once en aver-talk/attv •• Qver-clever financial wizard (and a 

Jaw himself) said to me, Maybe analysis WQuld do you gOOd, you Qver--1dent1fy 

yourself withth word Jew. and all over-1dent1flcat1on 1s bad. Perhaps 

he wee right I Myway, he added (and had not 8 big .loan been dependent 

EIlt1rely on him I . wauld have sniffed 1n my contemptuous way). Analysis was 

invent d by Jews for Jews. In that cae, I sa1d quietly, keeping respect 

in my face, we hay. all become Jaws. You can say that again. he aaid­

end. I got my lean. When I say he w8aovar-clav8r I mean he wrote a book 

an economics try1ng to wam everybody about str ... h:1ng the ancient Church 

1 , ., I Hsli " , ,. 
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glv JU t to , . our race 11 Bu,t Ohttd.- knife in my heart. 

A catacly , ' thin 1 hepP8fling. N thinS 1n my 11" , gaw 

of it. 

an, of at ,tars. T.-&" '-I D.lIo.Cl:us:;aa. ,I!IIIIII!I:r'I!!'I.'di.., 011va, 

Henn! ar Srigit 1 bag1n to f a ...,ldartng " '. :tmen',.gnat qlAS 1n 

..,.......... but no 1 buming fort that. again t the On of wh " they 

, the 'bri, 1 Y I Q1 ttl , crop • . hi. , "or h . d hanging. the .. ' nd 

ha has tho . ' part, un,d tit loincloth., ~ , which I can only 'in~ 

t~. , 1 auddenly tum - flay wh~ 6utGrEaraInllde.lI8t1tion · Him onea. 

git4ng h a quick black glana that _de her , 

th' .' iter cloth. But look ,,'ft . _Mit 'aroncel tJrawing hal' 'ftIIJI 
the chane , wi,th loAs Baring look , that d her' f she .... ~ 

- Uk ho!.t~ II!ho watohas hUeblltid · her 

thaut lD much. ~. whil her 11' dr'oi.neI 

• y in amall 0' roaet. Don't wprry. 1 _mad to 8 aa)lS,ng" H 'U 

there,' tek a Utt~ time off' 

And once I hint to Mother SUperi.or ,that ttl aenae f haring Ii! Divine 

dresa1ns Chri t dawnl 

on dth h ' ledger •• 

undare1:anding aad.la and want 

0' Ylhat '1 . up to, 1 pray for hour. 

alan, in the chope1, begging H1m far forg1Var_l ~. But to do that 1 have 
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to think of Hi 8S Herl Y I I pray to Her who was cruc1f1edJ And 
.,.L_ ~ rve to blat. Qut tho ~ terrible part that 11e between tali lags ~ 1 try 

to , pray th fl" Y I Dr I th~ of the e1@Y where he 1s alr dy 1n the 

danna's enos. and dead. his poor bent body . ~ 

~..., frrt/llll the CI'08~ 'I I II " Z'Od & , no. u 1888; t.L-/le.o'~ ~ ""'" -. 

~vary time I hear of her' spend1ng the day at the convent the ~ ~ 

gives a twist in my heart' No doUbt 'aha is dawn there worldng out .". 1. 
N;C1al doctrine with Sister Mahetma I What wavee of' ignorance ,crass the 

world I HQw can we hOpe for peac and . economies and the death 

of' inflation when cur hearts are so croak d? 
'We 

t! 1 ar dr1v by wild 
~ 

danon I It remind ~ of Peter .LmTe in that film _, he he ~d. AJ.w ~ 

there 1s this 1iIV11 force loe1d mel It. there all. the tiIIIB driving 

out to wender in th streete--yes, to murder children I' Pem~ Adolf 

Hitler was right. Brutality 1 respected, hece said--th peapl 

n " wholesome fear. h - aid, th$Y want sam n to fr1ght, than, the 

something th t will give than a thrill of horror r Was he 

wrong? No that the s as rule the earth, what cb youse on your 
~ 

cinema ..... 6 en .... talev1 10n ~agoa·s but crime, crime, Hastiness , 

and beast11n s. and murder. and t po11ce eha el I sa1d all ·this to 

my wife and she said, Xn tht C8 hy do yo end much gf your time 

reading thrillers? After that I k t my · uth shut. the knif locked in 

my heart. P ple either understand or they don't. 

I think of her night and day' (it" till m speaking) down there , in 

black conference with Sister Mahatma. They y it' -awful _ t the convent, 

behind What they call the loawra~i' hotbed 'f ignorance and unclean 
~. 
~ Th other Sup ior e pokey 11 ttle plot of sandy earth with 

in the chapel. and it . tinks. sw..ung th t1n of centuries. of foul 

COQId.ng. Evan the nuns stink, I dare Yf giv '. the1r traditional horrot' 
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f Y ,f of we ' ing The ,local pri stink like a ,pola.-cat, 

that I do know. , Either itta hi. bl.et* ta • hi. untllA6hAl'l crutch or 

his sock. 'or an ' damI'lsd lot. As emy IdAd of 

up ,t in hi , c , it b~st rs with and th f' . lt~ wlr:te.r-ch1p 

(Sod dorllt I know that ~y __ thre n ,have txmYi1l Uk. 
'"'\ 

oro ''I ev since 1 sj:art tr-eating ttl Uk , prince I). aU, what 

dO you expect'? Any kind of reUgtoR t in e· B prataetiva halo rtNnd 

though 

glv 11f to hatrl And What es sh ' at 1n ret ., Pee 

ey-w rryl peopl like k h 

1 said one; wh hew b1ow1ng hi top 0"" ,t 

, ~ ts 

utins ut th p~ • ...:J 

.s .-t biU? It' no 
A 

e the 10 . you ut 

with I And th do n t th COftvent;-.-you hear 

th a.t 1 t ' yo P . in the , morning f 1 t 'It tin riflll18lM 
~~~ 

'oots the, btU tor .. ~! And ' ithave , ' right to ur ., ~I\U, " imee? 

I' 1 likta tnt I rid out at t 

DaE~r.'!01, on ,the d ' . th it" 

thugh ,f cour t hl1ng peases ...... '".iQ s it COOlies. for 

Y tcst .? WHORE I iii _ thou 'as chast 10 , pure 

sno • thou 'shait not ep d , " )'1 
1 

And~ to my horJ'Gr 1 b8Sf1 baing _It th side Qf me 

thea lo~ly brid s of his are munnuri.ng hi prai st 

buildlnga Church that co11 

achieved e rel1gia' I ......,.1!Im 

and per ecut1"n' .before it had 

"....._, .... ··9 ttl t rt ot thing 'once. 

ursa I , ,S that the C I urch had ,little to do th h m. that th 

body oral is diff t 

p text for my res entl 

1 said to my elf th t hi 191on had falsely obj tif1 

I had heard this sa1d eomawher8 tool it had bUilt what we see Md hear 
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~ '~'W1ItU ~ 
and touch into an emal and ty, wher ~ ly 

_ •• - __ ..... __ .a •• • ,. _ " '- ,1& __ -___ -J .. _ ,. .. _ • • 1 » 1·..-. . ..... _ .... -

Th crowd into y br n without y under, tanding 

th....-..... th8y .wn-...... ~Br'natIS th lectur in Cal1fom1 

or awhers~1II!l men-but th words und convincing ough to eke me 

f 1 that Y pr t crime 1 b "; co tt for goad enas---!;o 

'''P 
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and IIIOZ'8 X try 1:0 ke . th"/ljOlt of the chap. and above o1l 1'raIII 

&.$ mdSltten ~n Sb!k 9!1 I!!1l!.I want no lov-.k1nS-1n-eal1tude 

with th Dlv1n HUsbandt Imagine my • . tatel I am Jealous of his lnvia1ble 

touoh • his inaudibl Whiap ... 1 I begin to loDk for · caifta1A ~t...,t 

in the1r eyes wha1 they .lip away to the1r aUat I pushed open th door 

of a Cel1--1t ••• Bria1tt." ....... ta ... :her torl1ahed 'aa look up trom 
CJ 

« bNv.l.ary. Sh amUad. in a11f1AC ·. % '1&' have lOoked like a bull. 

IIIQUth open. 8W t an my .arliP. X ga ttl + a puah that the 

Whol w1ng echoed' I made ... 'oolish remark add backed out aga1n. 

1 ,manage to apeak to her a little whtIA Ih returns in th. evening. 

Ciih · iL. out af tha hal.! t'tar dawn1Sh peep,. into my RICIIII juat I 

wak.1rtg and nods good bye. Her talearem 81'8 n ted. her approach-

ing gu o ta (al aye B .1t1 tude) kept in8U .· . sa. But load Lard. I ·v. 
kAownSophie y gh to und8l"stand the patkm! Sh veersao ally 

fralll h . v., to haU and back .gUnt _ ._, _ _ CI _ _ ' -- " - _ 111 _ _ . ' . ,-.- " ' A . .. _~ ..... _ 

_ a at ~ '~ . _ L r ... - .....-,_ .. , _ _ ., - .. ..... ' ... IIII_ -i . , • .- .... _ • • ~ .. ..,I- _ .... tiI!.'t.ll- • • __ .w -, •• - ..,.... .. J" _. "_ ~I!.I Ii 

Ovar d1nn.- 1n the evening aha talk huak:l.ly. end keeps glanc1Jlg out at 

th8 ol1ve grav • beyond wh1ah 11es the hOspital. I can almost touch 

tho_r1un.. almost tall their nemaa. Her atlencae have ley b ... 

II§; vut my tarioua litnC)'Oloped1aa, But I can, sea th up1oa1on coming 

,saan. I maybe bl to cuth1an the 'b~ 88 1n the case _ -_ .. ----- ,. -- -.... ~ ___ ....... It a .. , 'A -.- a 

of the Madison Avanu ~ ex mad sure to become her friend, 
.ta. 

that aha would sUp out of the hou .. qu1atly. w:l.thauyr1~ anfdawn). 

_ • __ .1_ ... f _ .... __ ff .... . . '':t ... .. "'1 ~' ... __ ..... l.. _ _ .... . f --' .J • I watch for her Ntum enxloualy 
I~ aM.& • . , ~/~ 

111 the 8V811ng. 1 th reUef' l notiQ8 that the showdoWn' • ., , i ~1Itl 

_ aut til , 1 _ pa1n 1n her ~ .. , th18 ISOQB, end that telltale fl'QWt1 

that makes her face like a faun 'a. 1 unwillingly look. forward to long 
"-1,'" 

venin; in th future} wh., ~no longer go n8ar the conv.,t" and 

marvell 1), orchaatrated daacript10n will pour out of her . 8omeoA win 
I A ,.... 

be to blam for th debflcle. and un con. .ioualy &he Will stoka tne up with 
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wh1aky every few m1nutea. Sh _ will .trid · ~nd. lap her thighs, 

~ __ pa1n ,will dig a deep creaae betw~ her flY • I look forward to 

it nth excit ,tt, because I shall b the 18 aud1ancalSwaetaet 

Lesb1a, let u l1ve and love. and, though th ·189 eort our daeda rovs, 

let u not waigh til ITh ... erena, 'deed' y more but tt 1$ aU th 

ra axa1t1ng for til t . .. 

Briglt:te. d -1 te ,her paacaftll 8!dls when ell loQked up from her 

br8riary..al tralght to Mother ~eri.or end told her haw 1 had bur t 
wt;"" ~..ve ~ A.. 

in h.. call. Mother SUper10r spake tome quietly about It} I Ita, ' • 

lOvely ,sen of be1ng ne 'of th~far baing reproved. ,X said I had 

m1ataken the call. She d th t the e Us were not in the provine ot 

my budnaas. that av., she---:-Peri1ap _ 1ally sha respected uun. 

'eachaa a MParat teaple·. Who had I been ~ng for? (Did I 

h1nt Of J 8)' in her ey wh . she asked thiS?) My genius (good or ev11, 

I can never.. ..." my mind) eprang to my protection and Isa1d. For you, 
- -

ther SUperiorl I almOs' added. Love :1n my bOsom like a baa doth ~ 

hi sweet, but Brigitte cam in I I flung ou:t of ttl room. 

~parently som -youths wi ttl ble.cl< C)1ll1ng h~lmata .. tried tostGP 

" c ar yest~y evening. . lhay ~ frana th 

-0' this eortQf thing. 

I ad lII)'aelt to the bane aU my 11f • Il1O :tly for ather people, I want 
~ 

thraugb anal" two m1nar cp:L.,. of the kind tht dOn-t ,get 1nta th ,finan-

cial CD1UD11.~ and having sed all peril I bowght 

plot of lMd n this island Where X •• fresh shadow fit to ~dfrvm 

sunny ray, fair lawn to take the in 88eU5Qi 

which a thousand nymphs did play, ft rumbling brooke that gentle slumbar 

drew (th springs and braak by,.,aisa1on af U-cl1gg1ng firm an the 

med.nland) e- 1'he dr:Lv d1dn't stop. H Put his foot dOWn. He flta 

thud on the aide of the QarI it 8 - eel to h:lm that on of the kids fell. 

He made 8 report to the poll when he t back but th y se1d they 
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. s and the Psalm 

are like th .t. t. He is acut 1y 

ons 

* 

To . y added horror. I seth t my r entment of the an on the era 

:I. rking it so t ef set on the nun I say -to my horror' but it a 

the fact th t th s f ct did not ,c use e horror that made me feel th -
horror I I beginning to enjoy it., in a f1 grantly destructive ay. · 

Itm b h vi" 11k scorpio. b ause . this is If-de truction in the end 

of course, as 1 de tructicn 1. The peal for me in all this i th t 

I mali ' t1ng not one delec le wife from her Husnd but about c pl 

of doz nl I f und the oth ' u er1 r gazing at me, quit still, fro 

th oth r ide of the dark and ,mu ty chapel yeate d y, simply studying me 

th thc;rr wistful expression. . y ego-inf tuati n caressed e into 

b 11 ving th t tho e eyes of h s ere flashing love at mel ut th 

o ent h had gon I kn that e staking d stock of e. Vet 

ev n to her y f nt brings ·ood (I ~ave often be n called f rm tar) . 

She kno s t gees from the h nsno . ', Brigitte i all ir. unanswerable. 

Th ugh m sh h b n r ealed to the other Su Briar. Th oth r br1d s 

will ho th e1 es too I An her own nature ill b r veale to her. , 
'----" 

knows? is quits unkno~n t e yet. Sh h 

that alluring 1 ry pallor of , the Ar b om n nd the folds of 

v 1 lifted by th wind I nose is tr 9 like sc tar I Her 
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, Q,J-e. 

,eyes.) b~ ap t torch~ put out by the desert eun. 

dream., Sh only lock in front of her. She welks in a gl1d1n way, 

,with hardly a sway of her habit. ftC' back 1s m-ect. She never talks 

at table. Her praYEr ere long and concentra~d that no ne thinks 

to go near her during th • She float ,ethlng:1. beer1ng her along 

all the time, inv.1sible oars. Dh the lovely brides are glving ,m 80 

much cara I, 1 think 0' them one by on at night JU$t bef~ ,leep. 

I have ': oms another Mother Superior, looldng after their dreams and 
M~+~ 

f ue1l.a _ad hop . _' 1 while she--th reall T no, the unreel anel ..... 

as to the 'Y routine. as this why a gave m that long w1 tful 

'/ , ButXlo y chars I At night I send them kiss eras , the 

lsland's silence. thirty.two af them,which i their number. e.xceptlng 

Qlpa:r!1.oi". Sl. 'f pretty wantons. da not cry, and 1 will sing a 

lullaby I + .. + + +- ~ 
~ It was a hot 1111n,g 1.n early Jwly when I asked th1s strang 1)1 ~ 

influential lady from the. hill to co e to my front office beb1nd the 

eat wing. I h_ d heard gnat .deal ut her from the banking gentle-

• son Josh. When he was in th mainland hasp1tal for t'8habll.1tEltion 

after dNg.eddlction. H 

Jewish gantlanan and hi 

, au ... I thought - e 

ut her close iation w1~ the 

fa. and h . ttl i ':;iZ!/""r;!. :!;;. 
(u; I~ 
ldj knaw : them weU,., and I might able -to 

help Matron in this matter of the wrong pills on th Jew1$h -gentlanants 

e actually call him professor. as none of us can manag his 

Latv1an n - • Since that !IiI!B mom -t when she strod t an extraorctLn~ 

apparition into my rao wet! haw h .d _ many pleasant hours together. 

Fir t w satin what 1 call my front office, then I todk h 'beh1nd' • 

It $eem • to me and I think to aU the others, the at. · tyrel thing. 

• . felt had alw y known her. she had a1 ·ays been wi ttl us • 
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an~hes for n edy p. She i · aU aliv th helpl It pours 
~ 

ut of, her, She want . to know at can we do for that poor, e! h.P 
, ~ 

dO th h1U 0 . husband ha ·Ju t died? t. c ·ld we ·n t art sort 
M~!~'I..~ .,' 

at ~ at .. expense foJ" dru ddictS&f ' am she sa 0 know 

menYJ She 1& ay Ju,mping up to h~ somean ~"to , a chair. Dr r. 
10 

carry a ay" orA mo the ret:eetory table t 

1, excited Uk chil Sh 

of 

I s at th haban dAA~iI"It­

ral;1giOCSt that it ~'l"IlIAjlM! 

the 

d that 

fir. t Chri ,tiane Q the Nil w ' th , founders of th Churc more deeply 

then t P or at Paul Thousands flackedta t Antany 10 the d~ 

from exancinElt Just bee u . . ot his acstas1 • Which he CQuld hardly 'tA..ve 

~th othersl N at him d to Rome. ., s. they t to see 

the bUss n h1s face! Cl " 1y .' religion. that c uld bring th t look 

into a mar) t e)'ss as wotth methingl I said that it was the most 

tel thing that could h. v .. efellen · Christianity sf :r th time of' 

st · AUgutine that it should hw w1theld its trea 'ur of bUSS un 1 

tiiiiiIiIIi~ .... _ (fervent n dB 

t:~I~m~. tb . off~g 

Sophia) . and g1 way to th ,~an 

van to lUll , the primitl ttdr t tor-reward, 

ri ad her 

th1 . s al ays my ' ' hod with peopl 'n3m 'ClUts1d. Yes, 1 aid. a religion 

st fail " .. or lflt to hold ·t e ;' masiS8S wh it "'draWs tts 

.MWAe treaeurest For neaven h&r'e and na • 

1 said wht endless b t 

d aU th1 with ameanlng. 

I anted to move her. , to ' eak,,_ ,ft,wt inside that ~ y of l1ght fRlm 
~ 

. Which ,nanB of u·s .. d. . Her 'faCe ie· tortured sot1 s. There 
I I 

are' housand little h1stori ot i\~ y writt there. She 18 never 
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+1~ 
still. She has.. .I' I II unbe11evabl stann. I imagine she takes care 

never to be alone. Har fears struggle with her pride. She needs the 

pride (:1n her own physical trength, among other thing ) to stop the 

calamities pulling down the 'tower of virtue. She CQuld be very bad, I 

imagine. when particularly blinded by appeti t . . ' But she pays each time--­

the h vy debts show SO much in her face, and even 1n the slightly hunched 

way she haa of tr1d1ng along--.because this 18 always the case with 

people of special destin)' J They ar . no better than others, and may be 

worse, but they pay retribution spectacularly for everyth1ngthey do. 

This 18 how they 1aem, end how their daatiny remains intact. The moat 
, . w-Lo J..~ p~ 
terribla lives are thoa of peapl who dO not pay at all, or ratherl at 
~ 

once; .. lay up a store of unanawered Grim~ The wicked do not pay 

t aftarward$' • Those Job lamentations always annoyed me. The payment 

1 here and now t however much it may Ira deferred. The murderer pays with 

tho deed 1 teelf, which naver leave8 him,. The dark thought pays nth 1 t 

ctartnus. The anviou action pays with its gnawing warm of envy. The 

po assiva pa~ by baing po ~ . sed I From the smallest wrong de ire an 
)~,. 

echo camea back. L l!I the t11rl.est PhY*1C~ deta11j the body alway pays 
lA.W 

for its greed. I _ this in the hospital. A ,PWF • t P I' 

lIlf a? 11 if in ,,'gth m S) I' ,,, ,.e, a ' pS The VO wing ~ 
graphiC ~les. The very wicked h ve a long deferment, but when they 

pay they pay cataclysmically. The good Ned,va an immadiate reaction 

to any wrong d s1rQt which 18 gon in 8 mom,,", and is shadowy in sub­

stance. I Sophia listened to m biting her Up. nodding and frowning. 

She told me about her many jaumaya--f Z grab to Long island---

It... 
81 1ng on cabin floors---ainging for her auppar--be1ng feted 11k'S a 

queen. She sings for us. Her tenor voice echoes across, my l1ttl 

garden. It makes me think, I don't know why, of ,Lady Heater Stanhop 

end her walled Damascus garden, and thDse Muslim girl of her who waited 

'\ farBer to gat dr\Ink eo that they could staal her thing. I mean there 
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is eama similar brave, eccentrically colourful 8 If-aasert1an. a cammon 

vein ofar1stocrac), between the two. I can imagine SOphia fuming over 

Lord Palmarstan· · . refusal to pay her the rightful allowanoe. Thera are 

mamoriasof great drawing roams!n SophiSt too.NQt that she ever speaks 

Of such thing. 

I SPlAt half · day and all night trambl1ng.--my teettl actually 

chattering I I can't baUave ttl Si.tar EamerladaactuaUy e&ncb!dmx 

lmmed1e'taly flung into torments of del1ght 1 So this 18 

how they live together' can it be paae1bla? AID I bB1ng admitted to a 

kind of cathadral haran? They have bod1aa___than surely they need the 

signa of love, like th rest af us? They feed their bodie t they sleep­

why ahould they dany their bodies in other r88Peota? Of course, of 

QO~8.J Those calli That retirement to cells I The way tlley have 

of standing clos together I Theaue with whlch they take eachotherle 

handa,. wlth which they kiss m8' And the quaJJ.ty at those -kissesl You 

can giva II all the yo_clot d kiss. you like .. th '!"2~sed 9~es are the 

riCheat Ill)' Ups know' And I took 1 t all for something child-11kel 

And euppoa8 it !!. child-11ke' Children ara demons of des1" I Their 

bacchanalia are sacra', mor _ volup~8 by fer than thair later S)q)ar-

1 - cas, because the flowers of their ,g~and8 are Juet openingl 'fes, 
r 

I heve uncovered 8 voluptuary chamber, the roof of gold, the floor of 

amber I Is th18 what Mother 8upari~r means by ecstasy? Is this why 

tha ecstasy; ahin in their 8)'88 f~ t1H to t1ale1 WhatEDCqu181te 

~n_ there 1& in the ref~tory,;' itft til lncan....,sty corridors, th 

untidy chapell Haw thair habi te .~.., .. and croon together .8)Cpectantly . . .. " 

on their way to ~rayersJ How a : wIli~er carries (and a ki 1) t Sha 

hes full lips, cheek 8. ~nd -ahd rlkt end saucy as apples, and she 
" 

laugh.......and th." whil I am 8~d1n9 1n th refectory with Sister 
.f', 

DUve, ahe sweeps with her brQam~~~., quickly, 1n a second of time, 

a ama1l 9_uture unaeen and Unheard,t,\~at changes my life she pinchas 
, .~ ~ 
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I 
IblJ9ff'l to apeak to r~~at.....-on aU of th_1 My hand went 

riot that dayJ I patted T i on the cheek., I tickled Br1gi tte---

she ran away with a look of even :gr tar alann than the one she gave me in 

her cell, the simulating minx' But what beautiful s1 .... 1at1on they !l! 
practice I It /118 really brought to the finest pitch of artl And Mother 

'SUperior on tap~ with her ,ythr1111ngly heretical hymn to Hans Danek 

'the Anabaptist pops- and 80 forthl I SBII 1t all. I see it all, a with 

relief and abandOn I s it UI They are dancing for Christ, th 'y are 

l'8IIellera 1n eternity! WhOever' claimed that ~ reve11llrs were necess­

arily the happr ones? Na. th . e are quiet end hidden, they are withdrawn 

"~l'II1t and hushed,l to the -bri~l chamb .. t Tamarraw and the next day and 

the day after that I shall be among them 111<8 the Dwner of doves, and they 

shall settle in my hands I Yes, I can constru the action of their 

familiar stylel I shall be among th like a /!hundred snakes I I em 

giddy, rev1 .ed,. ecstaticUy horrifi dJ And Earner ldal Th appetite of 

her aye did seem to scorch mup like a bumingglas I But I refuse to 

look back at her. Sh h s been the instrument of my discovery but this 

1 where it must end, I f 1 distaste at using quean's language but I 

can only bear straight tradE" It is simulating Brigitte,. retiring Olive, 

hymning other Super:1or who lure met ,nat f1nger-happy Sappho herself' 

Yet I die for another pinch in. the backside I Pinch m from behind while 

]: feast my syeson Maria, Teresa, ahatme--make me black and blue 
. . 

but spaN mea confaant&tion I Thi is the period of my erOb1 ticn r Oh 

thia blesaed houri 

I saw it by the look of his eyes when I carfin his room to drew the 

shutt saboin ' t the noon-day . un. He knew who put the dog-pills there. 

I lett him at once. And ~h1 evaning. epJ'OP08 0' nothing" he said, 

The tender and delicate woman among )'OU, which would not adventure to 

set the eo ' of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tendemes8. 

her eye shall be evil toward the husband af her osom. I was just putting 
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a glass 0' lanon tea dawn. I nearly drOpped it. I must 88)' that 

after all th sa yau'8 the ftb'JJ.eal quotatian wtnarwa.! If "a rec1 t cI 

it 11kean _tar I wowldn't mind but he speaks it with fire and truth. 

A sudden oad resolution came to iIIe, I would etudy mathematics. A 
s 

stUT1ng li,ghtn88a flU_ me. As NovaU 'sa1d. Th 11'e of the gods 1s 

mathematic J I shell hay to go to th ,', mainland and buy up Whole lot 

of bOOks. Of court. he w111lallk at th With that sarene gaze of hi 

end 1DtAI'IDUr. Another path? Mother l1'eaaver? H muat alwa,s have knawn 

that titaa. nure1ng 81star • ..,'t to blame. He watched the1r backa1des 

night and day, a.ycr ~ . 

I walk" up th hill to v1s1t the old bugger uninvited, clutching my 

.uver-knobbad caae Just because I knew it give ' h1m th creep." Sh. let 

me in, unu ually .ffact1onate in her manner as 1f hi. , plriod s'n hesp1tal had 

Ubwated her from eomething (from him, Iahould think,.). He gav me the 
~ 

ueual. twio..-o\1.. with hi flY and quickly nOdde~tow~ a chair (he is 

sitt1ng up) without saying a ,word. I raaembar my last visit. whan aU 

I wantad was to heel' news' Sophia. Now that sums a nightmare. 

on ' thing I .. gratefu'l tor---tha variety of lif8, the fact that )'IN 

can hav ' your head in e hood of deepair thie morning Md feel a l1ght 

88 a baby in th aftemoen. He look. (1(. I said how glad I wes to 

him ft 'again T which statanant h 88fD8d to doubt, as he sniffed 
Ae 

end 8a1d noth1ng. ptuaUy I felt eo gay I nearly 

... ea1d. . 811 how ere we aftar th dog-pill :cwre? I wonder l' aha had 

e. tntQr1 th 81. while he was in hospital. I wouldntt put It ,paat 

any a' thua people. Look how long that •• II i _ ,. the Irish 

r~ la ted. What a magnific.ent head he has' I brought the subject 

round ... dog8.; via hi bitd\ Silvia, 8Ad hegava me a acowl. which 
I:f PILL.S! 

aho eel W8 W h and dry on the desired subj tt I eaid 1 imagined 

he would never go to b1haapltal again. He Mid, Oh I ad.ght. 
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I auppo h was JUst be1flg funny. I thought it we my tum for a 

&n1ft. and did • All of a sudden I realised flhB d1drl~t know B thing 

,about th $istar ,ahe.tma rumour. I began to try to expl.a1n. I a ~ 

h1m which of the' at. tara nUl" him. Iven asked him to ~ ttl • 

None of th_ was Ueh tma. ~ tri d to get him on to iddleEest poUtlGs. 

nlund to· her that way. But it. d1dnt t WOri<.He " 8 raally dumb. 

:[ b n __ 0 wen,t to get away. Who was X to help such a men! I .suppos 

he' , stiU ,too 1U .. go too deep in th metter. On my ElY toth front 

door I 9 118 her 8I'l . sj congratulatory emU.. yet I feel t'l'Y for 

~l1nd ' ,cr he ie twofold. 

S1 tar Sr1g1tte comp1.a1ned to me for the second time about Mia 

Saph1a. What th1s ·wild cre.tur " , she d" doing beh1nd the 

a1Q1o~? I asked her wasn't an effOl't to· va' due from s. wh 

th \I1ng was so ~t and ttl supp1i~t much in na .d? She sa1d 

ahe had an altogether differ t l""rees1on of :1 Soph1 ' , and wish' d 

the fAt lea t she h hendS to her 1f. I ought to tek 

heed. 81 t Brigitte, ,Uke Sister, Mahatma, onl)t opens her mouth to 

troubled. end begin to real1s,e--.. hat searmiJd to be 

dDrment for many ~th, oldweaknasf.l 'S, alive till. 

Tb N .It 0' my f sUng troubled wsa that 1 eaked Mi. SClphia 

, Son and 

of yaelf. ttl. what the 'Buddhist aall t 'lIl8Stery by Q1v1ng way'. 

talk quietly, 

sometimes cupping h chin in her hand, somet1m poised, starin,g down. 

11k 
~ 

actually ~'''t to my words so much as tun into th nd of my voice, 

to its canvict~on, or- tres. She mak everything a performanc • 

1hi is her approach ta everything. y talJdng bacom a speach. 

Noth1ng ~. I mean. but what I $Ily betDlJlliS +'UllY l'OW1d~ end 
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if .• wen conduating it. d1aoovar how d . 1),1 have 

h ' • . We III n d to be saved) D1d lsterBr1g1ttr,' eyes 

y this to me, as sh left th t'QQm? 

I began talldng about the Germany 0' my youth. It wae goad 'OZ"ma 

d that neurotic str.ain r-en through th 

whole gr!R· .... ·...,.,.t1an born 'in Germany at th ginn1ng of th18 century. ~ What 

as I ying? I audda11y rauamberad th ore! on John ' V' , tombst;ana...... 

u.te 1 a jest, and aU thi.ngs shaw it. I thought eo once. and no I know 

lt I V . . % went on. th .. ' we eometh1ng un and unh1n d in us all. 
~ 
IJ...f"'t:t it (la&ply in un1ch. Those Nazi rallies of 1929 end 1930 a ad to 

paint it up~ 1 told her about th vd.ldnas of BerUn at th t tim , haw 

1t ,nd-10f Bozzi t ~ about Venice 1n it dacl1n the m. ware 
~ , ~! 

woman.atl
7 
..... woman. and both were monkill'ib There as the well-nigh 

netic inflation. en bar at soap ' cost ,n41Uona of" mark_,and a group 

of lar11n children becant rich m8n.l -:th oar of their own1whan they found 
. I ~~ a .. crata of soap in pe:rtect conditan in a dieusect warehOl.lse. f.,statiC·; 

1\ 

baoause w. all aortaf enJoyacd it. tho ·· of' ua who manaG d to gEtt fOOd! . 

Vou dldn It have to be raspon .1ble about anything. And I raDJ bered the 

youth moV8m81or.··--8 wanted to escepe the h . vY rat1onal1am f th nineteenth 

century and I t out into the woods, and learn to bbod1es again., not 

ideas any mot"l Rationalism. I told' 'har, 1 a taken of deep uncertainty 

and lo8s of alf.control. Its craving for ord comes fJ"QUI acute 'pereonal 
G-~~ t.......J 

trees I I talked on urg . tly., my face cl 
~ "'f.....,( 

to hers. Therefore we - J. 

aU) the natural patients of Fr d'&Jworshipped him, Imp 1a like 

m , b8caus th n ' tic was his invantlon-.-w f .lt 1dent1f1act all p a 

sudden I Nonef Fr-aud'scello analysis works, I said, unless you 

beUav 1n h11n. He had what h caUBd his : ,ire t Qf followersi iDOStly 

in V1enna. but H1$ r ePfl1N ,,' tretched acrosa th tam world, in 

·ev.eery middle ole.. bOfnet He created u. X Nidi he brought our troubles 
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to light. His thought as a last attenpt to get things stralght 
I·" 'a.~ 

rational1y. An~ it didn tt work! ei'ere 1 all the children, I said, 

of What ,we used to call the @r9Qd@J:.1Jflte aft ... the fat victoryovGr 

Franc tn 1870. iss Bophi. stared at m \d·th almost frightened eyes. 
'"W.~ 

How much was she understanfd.na? ·therel- too much lIOn y 1n Gennany, I 

sa:Ld" after that victory, and tao little piritl ,We. had· becomthe shall.aw 
oJ.: 

1nheri tors of a stUpendous culture--1ookJ.what h d achieved th 0 

thought and the sc1enc the postal', the operas, the music! Nothing, 
v 

it d. was tao big for ,us. everything had to b on bi term t we 

felt our. lv to b th d est people on the earth. our language the 

most recep~v~ by its vary sounds and CQmb1nat1on J Of de thoughts I 

agner-s music had to be '. music, it had to fill th whal u 1verse I 

Nletsche's thought the samel 1 grew up with my head full af vagu f 

universal tatanants, too tnt Uectual, b , s not elos ly enolrAgh conn­

with my own 11fe, as I lived it. And, like, . many there" my 

E$e.. :t .reacted against that, into a kind af clipp d end careful and 

basi cally sceptical rat10naU which uta . ear over th r' ltata 
" . ~. ~ -

-~~-~ I~· of u,~~nty and ardent 1qJuls1venes ~ If there l a Gennan w 
~ 

ass , 

I ~. end a German strength" it 1$ over-impression11UtYt The ov ..... 

pureuit af the rational h ' tearful dangers far paap1e who prectlc it 

:Lrrat1onallyl For the rational. I sa1d. 1s always in tBl'Tibl marriage 
~D 

with the inrationall The two) tQgath~)' I say 1n ttl · sam patient? 

Look at th immen e crescendo af violence in the last century, cC3JT'8SPond-

ing precisely with the crescentb of rationaUemI e Germans pn3duced . 

Einstein on /tthe one hand and 01'9ang Griiser, the young writer who 

made phrases lik tbody s set and " organic lntuition' ,famou among 
~( 

us, on the other. 'Ii,even cam to 'the conc'lus1on th8t th higher the 
o , , t. . " .fx"'ctS1~ ~ClWa.nL.! 

ret1onal1st thought, the more . terr:L~y1ng the ~-b . ' . i" EEJQ6 a C Lookat 

Einstein himself. ,H car8fuUy w . :~ed up th posaibility that the 
I 
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I mean 1" the last war. I aaid, wh n. he was l1v1ng in th united Statea ' 
iL 

~dL w t to the pps ... idsnt end encouraged h1m to develop the 10mb before the 

SEntan did. And then. when the lomb W8 developed and ready to drop, 

he w.,t to that pree1dent l euocasaor and pleaded with him to atop .1I1lV1U-

facturet Han)'Ou • the 

Wlsana1ntYJ that lack O,f clear abJect:1vaa which first provokes the 

t1one:u.at career .. ,. and then undoes it. 

t as , 3 • eating. All th. . ' year ' I had 11" ... so clo1.tared, 

had addraeead not . re than a brief ... tenca or two to anronet bed foll-
Ih...,.. . ' 

owed IftY prae1aus routin. and through tbIIt; b.., a pillar af .support 'ar 

many, eapac1aUy in recant years at the mainland haspS-tal, Before I moved 
, ~ , 

here,.., 1 w chars of rahab11itat1f!lg)dr'uS • thad'or soma-

th1n,g 11ke thirty yeans. ClhN. chosen thaworde I epak , and though-t 
, '" I '" . 

th out 'before hand. But h.-eX ... gushing helf-canca1ptd thoUght 

Uk. a .young girl, JU t 881 had dana · in my last year a-t school, and 

later in the Mun1ch pari.adf It ahOwad how -..ah I had ~1, interrupted , 

my true Ufe.. '1 teed of developing 1 t ,to wt)at $hoUld now be the final 

+utration.Was M1 Sophia en instrument tor .showing me this? 

She had brokeR an me l1ka a stom" and 1 had 'ownd that I st111 had 

panic in m I that after all t~ had notba .. el<Clsed from my system, 
-I-' " ... . ' 

noW ather things! rstaa1ea ~f ,S kind ,1 would not have .~ttad to even 

a month. a w ago I 

Mia. 8oph1a aed.d briefly, with fit sltght cough, •• if waking fram a 
.; t , . 

and one 0' h1s best f)UP11.. f My th 'eU opard Where d1dthoa8 
r 

worde.. come fl"Qm? It couldn't be ~ har mouthl Swt there sh was, 
YCoI, '~;.l, 

sitting b"~fJ' .... r&aaaur1ngly ~~,~.l I laugh d. ,,-'II .• .. you hav i-. 
\ .' 

'\ 

, \ ' 

I . ,I 

1 ,,\ / 

I.. (" I;' 
I ~.~.. ! , 
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princ1ple of uncertainty it If,f in one 0 Einstein's follow~ ' J 
1~.d..J 

Finally .everything i un n in th un1v rse.J whsn eonfronted by pure 

rea$O~h in the end means pur ' un ' son 1 . Etn tein never nted to 

dm1 this, X· said. he quarrell dwith your ' emer HBis burg abQllt it­
A. 

f;lut nevertheless t .t was the result of his own 1"t:11}ivityl . Yes, 1s$. Sophia 

aid. Jumping up in her eKC1tement •. I hav had th earns ·thoughts, I'm 

ur ·1 hall I YElS, I said. e are moving towards th .same obJeutlveJ 
.0 

611$ ' teak m by ~th,; hands, squeezed. them w1thth s'hrength 01; two menl 

She drew very close to m ., I c()Uld smell her la dar breath) So my 

random thoughts worth it. e stood br thing c.lose togethert 

X could · feel th curves· of her body und , her loose louse, which bUlowed 

undi hw wait, while she stood astrid in her leather boots and Russian 

troUSSI' . ' She was much too excited, and I dr her gently to h chair 

again. ' 1 walked to the ather side ofth room, where the french windows 
~ 

: e. and ' looke~ bre thing deeply . I thought it better not to tGlk for 

little. When e llVi 8 little unnaturally, for long time. a sto 

gathera itself up :1n the sky in the distance. and approaches slowly. and 
~ 

rna)' take half a lifetime to breakovar ~ head. The longer the 
a.~ tb.J..t . ' 

deferment, the greater the stann., .. 1 could he e fainted tbRr~ Hurl then" 

I kn that in me ay 1. t ,as the end of' th convent for me. Aft 

ho mGl'ly years at sarene d votian.--.half' a oenturyt mar evert? 

Suddet1ly she 'ed me, 1n that '.quietly pained way she sometimes hs, 

What 1. a netJt"Ot1c? em Ion? She look d at (II as if sh were a visitor . 

on the earth and ' uld b gon agein ,1t1 a mtHnert· · t. I suppos • I said, 

a neurotic 1 eomeon who nBY ' leaves the level ' 0' the personal sslf.. 

And that .could hardly be true 'of you~ , In a certain way it ls, he sa1d. 

but only because somehow being persalflt:1l. being myself 1s bein ell. 
- 1,1 

eamething to d with n t being per , l--yeu see wh t 1 an? ...... -sa~ne-
( 

tttng sup ~ . aturell----I dQn.tt . went ~.·', blaSPheme and say GOd#. 1 emil d. 
I' "-'" 
\' 

Is it bleaphar4ng ta sayaod? I aek~~ .. her. We are ;811 ~om into th 
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I ~,~, 
divine. into ' tit genuin 88lf) J.- In d sle weare ithout that 

par 1 , elf, but e h v not ceased to exist. Only our minds are not 

active. I •• ,.. .:, ' t _ .. . .. ..... " ... -',;1.' . Now the n uratic 1 concentrated 

on the 1 ediate 'w~ing elf to an obsessive degree. And to this degree 

he 1 . th apposi te of the religious man. I noticed 1 t so much when I 

we working an th "land. If you argued with the neurotic typ " 1f 
, ~~ 

you let yourself show indignation. he at only hearths ton of' yaur voice,. 
, ~~ ~ 

sea your menacing gestures, end translat your vellemene lnto Sf/l..attack •• 

ai •••• t Of • sa ,Ie l ' ,nth t SF", I J t I J.. "T The 

naurotic s th world a neurotic. Sine little that h sees or heara 

has reel content apart from his personal elf t he sees all .,ther as 
~ 

pri n~8 labouring under various fonns of). di tr s. When I wa young 

1 t bacam~ qUit fashion to Chall ge all fonns of vehemenc • indeed ' 

sincerity toe. e of a nervous origin. It helped, you s • towords the 

oom1ng emptine s, when MOone believed in anything any more, when history 

d1ed. 1. was looking t her closely_ 

It ~~ _+ me ttl t w had becDllle as claee ae sister. I 

was talking calnlly. Yet '1 seamed to b speek1ng thoughts common to u 

both, q~1t8 a if sh ere talking as well, and e 11 tentng. Obviously, 
e.v~ 

success and display and ~ .:.; brutal! ty weigh a great deal with 

the neurotic, I went on, almost touching her hand. You see, th . neurotic 

1s 10 aut of any certainty. , This mora than anything accounted far th -~'~4W~~. . 
success , of the Nazi · t No one really took them seriously, but they were 

cart n of thanselvee.No one , CQuld seriously believe, before 1932, 
, t:..t.A ~, ~ • 

th t bunch of heartless ruffian. could get to thel~ Did you know 
, ' ~""(.M.'uI 

that the prasld t of Genna.,)', G'ener~ ' Hindenberg,] L , 'the idea 
~ 

of making Hitler his chencel~o~ grot " .aqua and unthinkable until an hour 

before he actually did it? . Espec1 ~y the young fell for the Nazis, not 
j 

becau e they beli ved their: ~nsen ' ' i ' 1 'ideas, or because they thought 

that Garmany was in th ~ dr a deW1.st1 CQnspiracy. but because 
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the Nazis were implacable in what they said! The1r strokes were, bol d 

and ·direct. Business-men inside and outside Germany did the rest. 

No foreign 'government withdrew its embas y when it w a trouble-making 

gang in charge of Berlin. Francois Pancet. the French embassador there, 
',~~,r..:.. ..,f 

even hoped for some kind 0rtb1g-bUsiness deal with the Nazis .... against 

the trade unions. The c~un1sts went on voting against the social 

demoorats, and dividing the ant1-Naz1 majority. They even voted with 

the Nazi party in the Aiechstag on one occasion., Everyone needed Hitler 

for something, you sa I The ordinary people only consolidated wh twas 

already an acknowledged 8ucces . ,Even the Holy Father did and said 
~Q • 

nothing J So what opposition there was among !!! dwindled away I.. And 

then Hitler mentioned Ohr1$t respectfuUy now and then. You see where 

obsessive rationalism led pecpl? lnt the flames of irrationalism I 

For the over-development of the minds1mply meant the under-development 

of the spirit. 
C4 

In a struggle between the mind and the animal . th 
-8--e.~41 ..... 

eni~ _ obviously going to \\'in, _ 1_'_ " .... _____ .. _ 
.1.- - ....... -, \ ... " _ _ -~-

.~ 
into a neglected and th refore fur1ou · e ' fa I 
~ 

the mind hat turned i~ 

So the).doctors and lawyers and professors who thought that the mind 
r.~ 

.-----

and scienoe and analysis had the 1 at ( ordJ. abOut life suddenly found them-
. ~ v~~ -FtN-' 

selves with their backs to the wall, and in many casss •• '. l.rw __ • !::.u .. :..--, _a. 'I'I _ ... .::. 

a5ft'l " g a , po11 tical group they knew to be bunch of hooligans w1th 

not one sar1guS political idea to .their credit. Armies of the dark­

suited respectable merched tamely · into the concentrati.on camps or the 

Nazi army I All Hitler 'had to dO was .. shout a 11 ttle harder, and 

promise more brutality. I th1nk tn.~ neglected animal in all those 

11 ttle rationalists warroed to , the I ~nd of a new barbari _. 60 many 
I' 

of them (as I know from my own hom~ ,;~fe) were brut s at hemer and 
',.( , 

quiet-spoken rationalist outside • . '~! Perhaps the brute had to come out 

into the open in timet 
II ' 
l . 
.\ 

)~ 
,:' 

"l i, 
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F p ,1 1 ck all va tig af Nazi colouring, 1 told h • An 

e e of succ ss (60 de ly G • at 1 t wh I _ young) alr dy 

a it. All .th Nazi .d to do w s it&t the outward 

nec~8Sleary for . cc I Their political m g8 a a Dst irr leu nt. 

It It needn't be tru !t If you told a 11 you mply 

rep it. ,d in th nd all th armies of r tionallsts, not only 

1n Gannany but th r at Qf th orld. bell v d it. y, in d or 

outsid G any, b liev d in th cone until th d Y they 

failed th 

8h 

d? For th ' th truth w atter not ofdir . t apprehension, 

bUnding light. a da.1 ning elation, but ab ervat10nl It 

thing out. I was sure th t t probl 

of th n ratic tiU in her mind,. She leaned forward. elbow on her 

kn • I b 11 .v there is haunting CQnvlct1an in h that she is biD­

log1c lly twi t ,and could be untwi.st d. I d say a lot of Fr d1 n 

prop ende he com digging and d lving into th nconiou wUl 

tra1ghten out her twist t But ho ab urd to think t t by render-

ing the past r ti n you oreis it· nightmares,. Q ck your 

head 1n the space-tim co logy and say. Th1 i y • thi 1 wh I 

t Y I Th nerv f 1 to pi that w y, you create viol t 

p .10n all round you, not to y dn _ sorrow. If struction.: 

r llion 1n th . youngt All th time onder1ng hit came about. wh11 ' 

you war so end and f t finding and cool I No use aly ng 

pst imply t ught . They are our i thouabt • 

And s mply gurgi t1ng thoughts cannot h lp u to escap th • We! 

can ba r 

certeln 

cold to them; yes, by making th p blic. There iss 

ed1 1 t hniqu h • e can be th degree to :Lch our 

1"01 d tannin d a given d!-. ... RC' ... ,...s1ng situation. r ther than vice ver • 

poor and careful fre could r suit, ducking in 1d th ace-tim 
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" CO 'logy, cl1nging to it illusion for d 11fe. Bwt only c "g 

to 1d tif)' our lv _ with our thoughts, with' thought altogether, can 

ech1.ev the llbar tian. Yau hay to fi"d Qut 'who you are; and 

b n to ".".,...'- ar not ulne1y yours, and your ch1eva-

mente not genuinly)'OUI' f but are pl yed out on a kind of tag, whose 

scenes you hay cho ,and oon1:1nu to chao _, 1n the quaint and exhil­

arating role of being bath pl'CJtegani t end ectator. You have to know 

th t ~u own nothing, and in that 

............. '. (I wish I cauld 

• alfM"¥ haye vi 
-"."ad thisf) (1) 

I didn't say th1 to M1 &aphis. I thoughtlt would b 'taking her 

tao far" just yet. And, fter all, sh 1 about thre dec des 

)1 

( 1) D it y p& VU •• CJV that the other SUperior auld h talk about 

th Freudian uncon '_ 1ous. 1 find that sh do s in other narrat1v • 

nat publish d h • I , tr1 d to insert th abov. but naturally they 

tuck out 11k a sore thumb. Her c1&1m, 1f I und tend it right, 1s 

t. hay no' static pool of 1mag s' in d us, into which.. take a dip 

naw and th • for y or inpuls. e uperi ce and we memar1s , 
0... 

sh say t in If. maqufstyrinq wax. It 1 rather 11k dOing exercie • 

Th experienc 1 fir t ' arc1 e which the muscle absorb (though they 

do not ato anything). When the 8)(8I'Clse 1 trap ted' th m ry of th 

expfll'tenc ar1 ' . being a1r dy in the muscl t their incipient strength. 

Now th mu 1 act taw de a daf1n1t and. In th e way exper1ence nd 

ry are towards d f1n1t , ends, but th. are not rational. ch 18 S 

ilTat1onal. They simply net thought t all. Thu w cannot solv 

our probl s by turning everything axper1 c d :Lnta thought • e 1nc:re s 

th problem that way. 'Thought cannot control th animal '~she y . • 

Thu the Freudian syst 88 a d ta att t to l"age rational\.. 

ism, whil complet ly und 1n1ng 1t--rath she 8 S the Einste1n:1e.n 

and Kant1an 8y t • M.R. 
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youngarthan myself. She cannot have sat thlnJdng in 8011tuda quite 

many ~y""",,"........-a8 my alf. 

Sha wtjal-tt.t:. at onM. thoughtfI,Il,wlth ti10 1Iama1ee ahoI4cIms 

lightly hunched as alwayswhan aha 18 undflr ... d1straaa. I W08 happy 

aha ... aut of the ~ . . out +. con~. wlth her' 811rong aurqra. 

I welked lntQ the ~. breathing freely ega1n~ I ranaanblNd her lavender 
, 

bNath, the ,trang iron touch at her h .. uta,; (but ~ iran that had Just 

b.., man\tfacturad at the hot centra of th ,eartlJ1 (11 who am I to 

At th1e mam.,t I n ' Ying , ct.parataly than an~e bIh1nd this 

enalaauret , I ~ambar whet. lOng and ~ road I had to, tl'av81J for 

twanty YRn 0* more.; to avoid handa 11k" h~f Now i_old and find 

that the flnla aN diU not aut I I try to tell tay8elf, But thu. are 

allly ~gbt8lBlbw them away an~ ratun1, to your' inner, tall:JU; "f 
a118'1Cea 1 know they !Q1, go. X fael so contlda1t of th1, that I 

&Val indulge them. 1 sat down and "Joyed tho.. handl again ,1n th 

141.,. Df my n:IQm. 1 dreW m1881f clo ... to th , and---then th 1mqa 
Q. 

dlaapp8J'"8d. Difficult to Gin at seventy-threat 
A 

, 

I waa dOzing 10 Ply chair when I heard the ,car drive up end eaw 

-Id.renda '11' by with two huge parcels 1 n her aNa. She went straight 

to lOy wi', 'a room. In tbe afternoon when thfJ haU88 ...ty aga1~ 

I shuf'led alctns to t they ware~ 8y that ~ the wrapp1ng paper 
~~ 

hod ..., taken tift. and about two dOzen bQaka on mathamet1c~y no 
e.~~(:"'C:"'W' ' 

mean a1Po'f' . .~ either- _toed aid by a1d8 on ,y v4f. "8 tabl~. 

What all X to 8I1IfJecrrom th1a'l X would put it dawn to II8lOP .. _capt 

that 8h 8 to heye' haden, annual blenopau •• tar the last Uftaan years. 

In the Old de,.8 hardeapenste eearch ~or a flAnct10n in life' went on e1de 

by aida with my work. It 8f18118dnatwe1 and commandabl. No it . 
Q... 

,a1Wtly. fee1a like a pi.tol 1ve11ed.. ~y head. That was SOphia f & work. 
1\ 

Sin.,. that women eat foot in my house I have been all things to. 11)' wif ....... 
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1 as broth.- to w1s uncJ.a-..-.but nat th essential thing, 

not ~h husband I wae before Paaple find it hard toundar ~tand my 

n.am1ng her fully again I,) but only I Me» wh t 

c . ' do. , st 1ntoe household and ut the kiss of d ' th on the 

. quick and tend .. end warm. end that 1sott done with talk or even c~onl 

Sam bing ' It and p warful 1s at work, 8 '~ul nlClietion th t withers 

yth1ng Utfeuepecting in lts path. I only JiIIIIO. ~~Mif now 0)' I Pr&)I1 . so 

in. tho N ' York dey 't aY1n,g, sid to side. I used to 10 
~ 

,sabbath gathering in the Bronx. wi,th an ~ anny a~ relatiW$. 

th sitting 

round , 'ttl all. wtUle e men swayed f ' 1d to side __ -ur ens 
) 

und each ,ather' ' shoUlder - end gradUelly b n dancS,n th chant 

becarne and ~llilat1cl I surviv d. yesl To wh Jean Gad 

b d 1~ n God is ealled , to? aut this \UmIII=tn h 
'" my haus .' 

and spangl • in wheat GCRli::R:II did ~ urv1V81 

r' ..... _ _ ._ ... ,. .. _-- •• _ ." -J. __ .I~ _ --.. __ l.I._ ... ___ "" .. · .- ~.r_ ............ 1 ._" _~.10!Ii1_._ .'" Now 
IL 

J 

Jt will be infinity and 

P)'thAgorean nlJlnflAP.A and hermon1 end fat fQr the next e1x month • 

)1Db 1s i. order end ymmetry lead unt1l. 8h fin , th ' cool' 'ook1n . , 

h And 

I ha to be. witne of all ttl! J an~ ' t · not to kno. The 

dl irrit te me. 

I all but' 11 out of th$ other SUperior' room. 1 __ ed 

hou -- -- .-_ ~ __ _ .. __ ~ .• . ___ ".,.I.J.rJII ... ~~- .... unconso1ou ,of every-

thins round m untU I ached 'fRY room with 1 te ' . si, e nd.r;ror. end 

th :;t couldn't rerJlanloer hav1r)g left th convent, much 1 ~ s walked 

"" th hill I , The fQ1rror we. th 18 ,:t thing I wanted to . • with its 

reflectionJ I farced y t it, at th gor1Ua CllAldars, 

maet1ff J w, the snek ry M~W\Il'~. headS, How could I 0 much put 
I 

a root inside that conaacrated hall, i of female virtUe? Hedn't she ee 
I 
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ad told I W 8 sick and forlorn. with Just bout every m ntl 

di . rdar nam by that arch-d vil, arc viour Fr d? Everything from 
tertiary r;:: 

hizophr i to bi". paranoi f ~ often I have . stonned up and down 

th room with Ca dr a y 1 wondering aud1enc • vi tuper tin • 

met1m s at th top of my voice, all because of THE 

MALE I Th vah t t hour-long SO.9scne • lway on account of on 

of that r ca--and a friend. 1way fr:L d I And then I Perhap next day, 

n t minut I him gain. and ap my y to th fact that 

her w s1 ly human being. simply another poor cI vi1, illng w1 th 

light h s1tancy toward • b 11 ving himself to b my frieno--y I 

mer h an bing with poor damn d l.1q) rod b tw hi leg 1n a f , 

sad, 1 st, gr y hair . hy 11 t t SCI' ng C ssandr 

uld look at m with • d d1 b 11 f. So uch th tr. so uch banging 

of tabl ing of f For l1ttl of it wa r 1 anger. It 

w v enc of an trical order. I meant no harm. But 

how to void th. cold ccu ing gaz of th 11 ttl Vi nese doctor who t 11s 

m that I nath!n but a mach1n of r etlan that can b formulat d in 
p ~"""~ ~c"l~ "'"'" ~. 

m d1cal tenn ." cure, th t I I' 1 1n th . at frightful pri n-

wher can I fly to , aw y from the 1sun~teaod consequence of y own 

etion" Only ona creatur can hlp. and that is the creature who 

down far thl morning. into the cha • Next day I l' und 

Y 1f punctu 11y t th convent. 

* * * * 

N turally, Sophia misundar toad th Moth Superior 1n precis ly 

th way sh As we know. th Mother Superior actually 

dhow l1ttl of a n ratic Sophia ad to her to be. She impl1 d 
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v / 
that, on th contrary. sh found a trang rel1g1ou vein 1n S~ -

'r ligious t b lng by d finition th oppoit of 'neurotic' for th Mother 

Superior. Sh talked bout the Germany of her youth, th neurotic aw 

of brutality. the Nazi succesa--end Sophi plunge o~t of th conv,ant 

fling sh he , been r due d to nothing J Uk SO ny of the Mother 

Superior' p t1ent t the ' nland hospital, wa at the tage (nee-

essary forlf-exam1natio",) of taking everything a a p~ nal attack. 

1n th1 sh i neurotic. 
"'J~~ 

I Uk h r miau e of K. ~the 'liq) rod' in it 'f 1&ad, t, 

gr y hair '. ' K t was telling th nighting 1 ut what it had never 

known-tth weerines . • th fever and the 'ret---l'1 • wher men sit at;ld 

hear each ath gr-aan, where ,palsy shake few. d, 1 st. gray h ' rsf:". 
~. ~vv..-4\.. ~ p ... l ' &:~ ~.z..e~Y-~ - ~ ~ t\~c:A1 y~, ~ " -.l'."'-~ Ike... cft-:>w<.J 
Anoth ~ 1e of the sac:rai: ard in Sophia' lifa--behind the noisy (..o«~(e., I . . , 

thtr • >' r t th t you would n v find a copy of K ts 1n. her 

hou • I to K t 1n Y,o' her Dod. h t 

about • hen ' th m lancholy fit shall f 11 sudden from heaven like we 

ing claud' 1 And' th voice I hear th1 pessi.ng night was heard in ancient 

day by aror and clown t? 

Apropo of this ·order' in her 11fa, perhap ought to not her 

thatev ry on of the peopl who nerr ttv we are following 1 (except 

-- k.~~~~ 
far Miranda, th Aaron d) of middle-c upbringing s th t ued to 

~ ~ ~ 
b .... I san ~td1 tinct middl elaa which, before it wa cru had by th 

econd world war, u d to have acc to leading posi tiDn in society. 

was rel t1v 1y small, and we given a d :Lded fOnD by its school and 

111 tary coll end v 
_ _ 1' _\. _, ., _ _ _ __ . ~ .... .... ... -- --

~ fl' J IN ~ll ct1 ~£:-~ 
can vents. "- Now all these peapl 

ar d1 er ed (soo1ally speaking), and carry about with th , their ar t 

relics of the upbringing. I m tion this now b au their quotations-

th Reneged' from 6p II and Shak ap , Sophia's from Keats---h v 
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,out th th surpri Qf p t ~ci ty suddenly r cted. In a 

m t we real1 th t tru9ture, long after it h 

:I.. 'carrl d out for ~ ........... who 1n childhood bearb d it imply 

th way 11' Sophl' • order • al hay called it 1s, I b 11 va. 

of hi origin, it deny from the f ty of quiet . eat--m 18 being 
-.# 

ls er~lean 1. undr)' w tin n th bed-in a ro with th 
na ;a 0 ---:1 ~ ~ ~~ ~ '-ex~c.-n.~ 1'0l-rc.,.,\-"~ 

cla ticking and laz)l country ~out 1d. I b 11 va that though n 

orphan 1w y had y of w l-to-do r latives to fall back an 

1n troubl. Th &thing tful to th nervau in that. 

Otherwi ,it tal< 

1n chil ood. And h quat t10n i f 

from th n rvou hock of pav rty 

an English po t. Th t argu 

cquaint nc with Engli f ~ early g. cony t--and 

mar than an orp age--provid d th t. 

* * * * 

She c e to .. e looking d-out and pal under the tan. 6h 

rind d me of a tjj'ortur~d b, t·~ had ana .• 0$ ch~ned up 1n 
~ . 'f ItzJ..- ~f"'''f' ~ '"7 ~&... 

K~d1 tan, nd man ~twist . d the skin f i w1 th a . long iron 

pol t fun, nd I heard this ani al's 

ar, Sh almat f 11 into a ch r. 

She .d throu gauntlet of nightmares I no 81 • 

Would ,l send pri t t bl her ~ouse? A pee liar qu tion. I 



,~ 
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her 1 10 . d therand led. I asked did h 

and the priest us~ally 

Iteems to h lp sh 

It 1)' help b you think it h Ips. I sa1d. Good ad. h 

d. h head buried 1n h hands, her Shoulders hun had f ardf so . 

lY"amic Y P gnantof action. Ho c u say t 10 ya pes tlon. 

in this place' I told h u1etly that u.a.a~~nYD h things 'e 

p sent iI,Cl:;J.QfQi in th s,. and, they are for p pl () hd to ly 

an oth far iritual t:Ult"!1r-atS. But you I added, strik a 

You hve 'to uorc1 e th ' dey 1 And that lIleeme 
t:.. 

to stop ailiiiliiiiii"_ th devil. stop adopting .. role' H I he 

U d 1 h , mad~ d1Scoverv, h d1 b lJ.s 

devil 1 a 1"01 He ean' tex1st. Only Bod exists. 

nd d, V r • Th tt why h s 11 ttle eyes are cold and accus1ngl 

He ees the d ' 1 in everythingt , Th fore h is the de 11 He p , y 

th ral hi ' fl 
~ . 

you talldn~ If ' 
talk 5' h , to hf!!lyl1aAl, 

m tt' . 8 

more go on ta 1ns to 

the other e1dof the' roo. 

ffled up tn her hands. OIl it d 

,thing 

to her (if she kn h I 

absorbed ' her thrilling diation' ,I) and d, till quetly au see, 
~w..c. 

M1 $ Sophia. you think unJfll"Cl.¥ f ~ abandoned per f and '¢'Sod as ' 

laald.n at)lOu f of Him as looktn outside 

you , d you w1~ have a ,bm' ~Q" picture of wh t it i all 

ute 1" "BE I he L "II. . "'E) lu" ,'13 'I I "ill iESH 9'. 
'f'luA • , , ] , '*' d ~l1ah things only of the O!:'l9!I'P",",..eelf, 

the res lts 0·' l1v1n Th y can't b ref... ed.· They 

tI!IV hay to be unda~t!nn '. ,_ understenclin only as han)'O 

in 1 .~~ .J>'_~_' •• _6_ '- .' _ _ 'f_ 

can' t b us ; that is a c::oncern for r utatlon, 
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~~. 
ca" lsona : p .1+, 

Shaioe, end pride d f • they 

n togeth .. If you .. na. you 9 1; ri of all thI .. 

tack 1 f v var b andan ' " yo n rill 

and " be bfik. n d. B u+t bJJ.ndly at fir$t,. th JDII 

th 

b 

Ya 

U th truth of it 8 ly' 

b l1ev 

n Hl.mfor • 
, t deflnit10n of • 

It' strange, EJ 

J 

? No OR8 

nht ... "" bl''t1kA #to pi wh 

s bslieVin , in 

next to 

I 

th 

w.c..~ 
" 81 ,.11en ."')", In wt.J~ .... m " I II, 

fat off 

ld vi d 

. with the Qf 

,- ...... UE'iV an .. ,aPt.:lSt, but 1t · . uld ve k · t :1t(s 

• 

a religion 

, e gbt of the ~' ~lftdaua 

'--, 
raelUOE~ QlJN;~ t , ............. v. • 

put power th , ' bali 'ad th 

, Tn "i , argott <. Th 

out tiv1 forg • 
£If ah1riing. ',And ~ 

I den :y fjced h b!*avely ; ~tch1ng . ~y 

becaus you at!. shine" ~/ hatfah)' ,you 

: I 

" was no 'fO 
yto 

1'DA1"'\ltiiIl. ~ 
st unabl to go on---
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f ,1 ya~f to b abnormal. You eh1ne not with flntshed 1rituel 
~ 

pow .. a but with tho. ,' ... l.tent SA iN_ anlmaltwh1ch can 1 d to t . 

.. Ughtl Mind hasn't dthered fOtiI, I ea1d. I el.IIo t fainted, 

having aaS.d this. but thank Bad sha was unaware of the.' ~ •• !Il an 

.Y aide that had led ,me to _)I 1~ . 
~ w 

In the end, 1 said, .. thamind lin sol ' canbal, you get terrible 

n1ghtmeras. .&, -.. '~ .! .:! .... ttl .. ..... _ _ II . 1 ~ .. -"-- -l I!JJ"' -' ''4lir •• , . 1 ... ...- • .:. .. . 1& 1 J-:f:."._._~_ .... ... _ ... t •••• ~ 

Ttdnk 0' tho suicide _" .. in Genaany, when I was a )'IWng woman I A-eL 

~8a )'OunS PlOPl ... unable to cape with th nigbtmareftJnabl to 

know that 8 Chaaae auf'fering and chao .. ral • 

, 

Really W8 Garmans plunged into ' a frightful war _ 1aat,~ 

mora than thirty years. aftar ;914 (1 was glad to be on the obJective 

againl ) • Bacau we .... t furth into rattanfaU than anyon else. 
I 

W ' had to go further 1n 1rTationali than &n)fQn elsa. For th8s8 'two. 

of 8I1Ce a1nc the e1xtaenthcentury muat mean the grcnd.nl precedence of 

WDr. Tn 1a8t four cantur.l.ea have indaadbeen the atory Gf a grgw1ng 

totaUaation of war, until now eoc1ety has b virtUaUy wer-aachill 
""."it "" ~ "'" 

, • • ita. apactatora,aur thoughts and aur gl."." . 0' truth end 

our adVa1tur , now a1q:Jly private ewnta, wlthout much radi.at1on, on the 

dark pawar' outs1d tIS, as 1f we w aU ' on • protracted hol1dq. 

1net1'I . tu.1 1n 8V8l')'thing we cia! IIar8 ~ other corus1cIanlUan, I 

told hw,it .' this that drew me to the eonvan,t, whan I was . J O&lii 

girl. I lWDambarsea:l.ng th1s present world crJD1ng, I saw 1ta 'lamas, 

physically. in a sa:r1es of violent .ydl'eanas. R ' fir that this we.e 
. , ((~ -..k ~ Ir~ ~e..I ~chJ/.....,~ -$ ~ 'the f~st world wert and OUI'lwor~ ~ 

.. 4)UI' pea" .• qly the" way lif •• u .. s dI l J , " -
I raa11 clearly that the aff . t1va ztIrt of action go1ngto 
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~se tob ' PU_!a in the ~ld. That y l 'd to nigh----'- and 

~ ob11 ~ to ,destroy. An act of th as 

incUillb t on U ,',' J in eolltudet in order to ,bring 0'11' dGnnant P' ' " eliw 

au Ii Without Which a could not 90 an (1 mean h . as a ra ) ~ , The war 

machin in which we ltv mtlat destroy i1:$alf,. but it m1ght destroy us. 

y, u cannot f'gh~ th up a, the . dev1~y. 
~ 

aGtion. ~ .. _tlon and th wor~d of pow apraci '" y hi field. 

QtI~I"'~l' not olear. or r ' d. 

hug thre...-ca~ banqwbl81'· twfMlft ttl two 0' , nth Wine ,d 001' 1a d 

with _,"ely afterwerds. Whctt I did dariv 'ram Mother' super1or's rda 

was the f . O't Th-t. work to do. II :: I. no IIIOl'e tor r1d1cul.awI 

.... ===a..p~blem whtoh F4 glorifUsd. Hi ·· · ld s SlllaShIld pi 8. 
was h1e "'0 • st. Too marty priva probl ' 81 , N f th '" . 1m-

to dO , I .-ddenly ., -t riv. probl , a w nothing 

but vanityl 

, The moment shlett til I rush' ta the ChaPel and almost f . 11 to 

my kn , • 1 had ~ d aboYt conoanmr-a:tion---th Pf'WfA1P'lA that 8CCN 

from ealf\ tt-aint. and Whj;.1e I w dOing i..,.....&-.~d h lavend , 

th , if 1t th ' :h l1te-giving b th of aU, X alma t touched 

her great ahauldar', puu , her me tic h d tl ' erda lIlY a I 

• ' tending th 1 t hav ,1 .ne7 I slcad th11n ' prayer • 

For Y . I had reJ ' ted thoe, "g1v • prayer that , reel1y th ' 

detJrt!.dat1.on of prayer. though accept d 'now . s th Chr1 t1an .. &,. aut 

to 

th .elfar af thO . in rI d'larg., :t fa118d \lisl~f:" the 
.3~ /' 

to that , h d b done and ....... 11:1 ... flo '/ put out. 
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1 :118$ unansw ,d on my desk. . Farly Y~ slipped frCIIII III)' 

shoulder I Ii I have tumed to the glddy roundabout of pleasure and 

pa1n after aU these yearsl . There PIU$t be a reason. W are gUided In. 

all things. And 80 I p y end pray tor l1tJht. I am , deeply ,in love. 

I Sleptl no gauntlet of nightmares fC»',' me. &At ,1t wa ' a ten~, 

surfac sleep. And some c:telir1ous acsta ¥ 1 at work. 1 should be 

euap c10us of it, ,because it, anly has to do with the flesh" that is ~ deeth t 

and not !11th Ufe. But 1 hunGriljrsm1l eense.t1ons frCIIII fOFty years go. 

And ho mysterious . every thing becomesf s I ,getting stel. 1r,l my' easy 

piBty* surrounded by these stout meell val, walls, my holin guaranteed 

by the soe-1ally u stul ha ital attached? Am ,I being shaken awale '7 

,In II)' tasy my room begin to throb with &ecNtly rapturous life, Just 

11ke things were in youtht And tit night out de, b yond til 'rench 

. ~~~&, comea 10 like a d1v1n ' dust~er1ng to t and th sea all 

round the 1. land join ,·the whisper, end I wish the night ~ .gg on and on, 

andmys 'f nat to ,ell asleep in case I " 88 aacond of' the 8XCltmen~ w. . 
I ... not tired bUt wluptuou&ly a are of myself. I ha'v, always - ten 

carefiUy, sleptearaly. walked ;ree.t distances. I emunw1tlured by my 

f Un; quits collacte~tha old last , f:r1.,d vanity hEl drapp in to 

" me aga1n I H as probably only Just round the comer aU these 

)'88r8. hop1ng to ran th aequaintanc b fora .1 p pped off for goodl 

Yea. old times esa1nJ Ho poarf 'How un~BCt8dJ Haw lovely' I , 

y in onef hU udi---I d1a , I 1aak at y If, but talking to 

Y u 1 naver die again I I could fight ell this ,But something in 

·me wants to se ba far 1 tdll go. aJ;ld where 1 t 11 lead .. 
,I, 

For t . days She didn't come. '.\It meant I could enjoy my delirium 
I 
I', ' 

1n peace. Feast myself on har ft· u= :wnn ... ' ~ettar than havin her a few 

)/:., 
'..11 \ 
" , 

...... T ..... ~.&. ~., ___ l' 
__ 110 • __ _ _ "-
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, . t fl"OOl IDe, -BIB. my ,eyaa afraid to 'eaa11 ttl . 81vea 'on her directly! 

1 did aU my rAltt,. . Thera wu a thri~ e11anoe 1n the .m.dore, 

th gard .Th. occ;aEdonal s , at 

'Orm~se"'" t'VrH'1 • .,.,..,.,w. Mlwld . ,- 11:1 

tlm I am ' etching 

my . elf with ,faint dii:Pi. ,cnw.a hardly 

. ... and ,-. dat.eth-

anti d d thirdda)' 

no night:nIA:rQs 1n the ' intElf'V 1. 

to , ~ gl had to 'tum to ' 

00 . t: ,t to hide" " deUghted ' 

a 

n...~"!e f'Mli18 

And 

- aan1ctor'f and , ',' 1 th 

, 'bt#)' ry h d ,",' '1 

f J"8l$. - J She tdawn 

. and lucld.~y B are af my it&t that I had t . to collect ~.lf 

and tn my _ Y' s in 13k at the t llDw • the 

forty 

, aus again I d yet I knQ oll th1 ,; 1 and 

, f that 'I am pwl ' , dawn ,1n , f " day 'wha 

. not t 1 un , y ~ , s to buUd. lJAdd.l¥ it . 

telk · tAt h ' self'. It 

':d. that she was ' 

said. " d -the 

But b 

SOtArCe of ten'1b',' alarm to 

peopl. ' J laughad. 

part f til .,. lives· trying to 

dirt' . t U 

. 'd, 3. ' AO lu~. In. my ca_. tt' 
)'Our d1'tllft'ldn~A' 

my exC1","i:Im.Dft· 

ell, you 

_., ,I san t eltogethar, 1t r 
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diff'tul~1 'The combination ia straAge end. terrible, aha· sa1~ 

X eupp088 all creatures er, tom by the wild bar 0' paasion bWt X 

• tom lnappDut· d1rect1Qna. paaaian JJI8Br1t torture for met aut 

pas , on mean. torture tar everyone., I Mid. The w11d hal'S8S fU.!f¥&,pull 

e locak ' at each ather end I knew 

.. t aha could not bri.n1J .,.., •• 1' to . _ tt. The horses cIr'agged her to what 

she 'could not perform! Y , . 1 could read it evatywhera 1n ber f'ae 'r 

yet sh fOUfldad her' lif's oabe1ng able to perform,she we. unable to_v 

up the ~C· J I don't know what it 8 that madem ... thla. 'Parhep$ ah 
tArNle:s 

wantad to tell m . thia ~ 1ft 811.,88. ,and" . • able tot- it because 

ah j. ' Of aueb ~ QUal1ty, ell . only has i:a Hftd a strang &heft Df 
d~~clt, 

thought: tawarde saraeonet .. it to be i,J''''n% known! Or perhaps I 

sa- that 91 waD, flDU.ld have been able to exarc18. such a IP U :QV8r 1118 

'she' d1d. _del' &"',:1 ~1ntha a' CClPtiveting way sh ' -­

th . pl'QIDi •• 0' bOth)' I IUddanly falta flaree campa.Gon 'or her .' I 

wanted to tlins my e.rtn$f'aund hat' ~ld .. ~ it was a cempess:Lan 

that ri~tldrW it-elf 11k a $)quett • baca'-lM I want thoe Wild hora.as to 

go an tearing her Umbs and pv1ng her a. Ilk of such dynen4c agony" 

I left Moth.. SUpar10r feeling strangely .,.,te 'rom m,s 1'. Str 

makes th poor creature that not amy mtnut&·, btdora had given E-..ralc1a 
~ 

a laugh:Ln1 ld. •• on ... Up (aah had .. m" a prasant ., a 11tt18 
~ 

'~) 8 , anc11lary toan.otl1ar mG. I am as,rm1shad by Mother 

SUperior'. GOOlneea,. She 18 ell Sod· 8. &he Gelh ... avaryth1ng ;X 

naad and evezyth1ng 1 em---wtthaut the amall ·,;tpart1al1ty for Ill" 

~at on bwpal't. I really couldb. anyone for her but I maan 

tlU8 in a apac1a1 way: ·anyone and everyan $s flU' her a god. This 

18 .y X toOk Ply pro131 ~ rwaUy, come, 1 t me faa 1t. 1 only 

haw on whel Ot' a probl_..' whlcb the others aN only the sparkling 
~ 

in har lap. I , am 1noepabl. of 



th1nk1ng an * .... ~Il'ldel' thoUght when I am with, h • I Ie my head 

9 

d, and ftnd 1 t difft ~lt to enter th p _ tratin" sha't 0' her 

which has pro 1y lready eeen nth lt$ terrible inA" ,eye the hot 

betw Eamaralda and lIlY . ·. lf~faa p.rayed for u - both • . 

d easy '~u.iha. And ' E ' .. 1ada got a retum pinch 

in th beck I walked down the corridor an my wa), out. I heard 

~ " ~ , her ~gh, r::.::::;J laughter ~ behind -. Mg, one, list, ., tw1ca tG that. 

I ad ratI'ld the 'cent into th chap 

"' .- -~ -.- .~ .. -

gn of S1ater Mahatma. 

1f to take th. hall' ,,!atar 

tcJ'd.ng me ttl his dy1ng G)t8S at this vary t I Th1s 1s whet I 
~ 

When, 1 told th Mother er1.or O')be1ng tem by wild bars ,I 

1. ,hop He fm:g1vee mer, Yes.:t know Us UM.IarsteAd8.... aut at once, 

foUowtng thi feeUna, com a ruo' hot proud ~t that I af 

1 p 1. shQUld be &UikiRg forgiwneas of a mant 

han .e ' ,e home I told h ~8 n "." that Sister Mahatma "as 

laSt so the ' lendfs btlSh-tel~h is )'inS. Mirenda,and ,~ our 

, ing girl. told • At once the lDf1I'V811ou " t.aea'b;ate looked 

became bleak like rnarbl end e. deep c"'" .... 

SDJ)lBart!ld 'b!ItWleeQ theil, fIJ8k1ng it __ tJat her een would dew.leap 

point Uk- e faun' . • She ent utterly "",at. Cassandra, she &aid, 

,how can )'0" talk SUCh frightful non ••• e' Isdd it Wi only what I 

had She h jIP ,tad through 8UCh ,sacret cri in, the laet faw 

. ¥s, % qUickly Ngrettect having told h .... I am • tlU,. wolt1nQ 

she, wiU JVSh back home andgi , 

whole history of h ' \I1a1 t to the con" t in. violent., vlvidly' 

ged epi ' t her , wlaa ria1ng and 'Bll1nB. echo1ng down the ol1ve 
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has en 

err, -t on th an1m ~1rd wake and twitter with lation when sha 
I 

walke ,at nlghtf neigh ouring dogs (whQ know .... like slater) come and ;.:u ~ b 
~ ~ ~ 

when her QUi: 18 heard r I we_ the1r ta1.1 , tiIiid , cat , rub th ,11-
~~-,~. '/.. 

backs ~n'.t;,lw , I • , I.~ in her ddan ,black gaz~ spec al 

·concarn far SUt .. Mahatma. The 1nJu tic+, tt Idndles a fiT • . it 
~ 

_ , ,e 1t uldllMlngt What a lov~ thing it is to.tne~ 

her horror of injustice' And ~ all th re ripe if e man ~l'$ter d 

1nju t1ce. 'lilt ~ding ,' men ' a th ,fir' t otany 

troubl '. is na di,1t1cult for her.rhr'Sbez .1·., 1s h~ tto,t 

In th1 Q8S it clearly the old J • She 10 'erad h head., biting 

her l~p . .'pondering tomorroW~8 action:. HQw I ,kn.Q itl 611 ' went to 

eval')'th1ng from 

"to 'nip of 'whi yl,. ,I " ~ waded h ' to sit do~ and hay a q~t 

b1te to eat. b)'vocado ear I told her what 
to ~, 

b13 bl l had taken " 'ths$C8lAp1, to transfer SQrna' ot hctJ' , asion" 

and 1n anyca$ th1a ts alway' a good BY af tting her to t nth 

~~,.,..wt'trat1on because she ' 

qu t and re&p8C'ttul. she 

bas to be paid. 88 ehe grows 

s' to be ~~~fK to the tood ' she ' tat 

nth lit't ' mrDS of appreclat1On,. and e tak th food.th qua1nt 

.~te care, giVin me slarr ea almost o.f' a! it. Ho can 1 lev gazing 

w not f t my eyes n1oh:t and day on hart trouble 

har- tn , sleep I ,be her 

exisitngl 

Oh how I thank God for 

,1 .p~yedlong after she left me. 't Th '. convent ,tsquieter thes.e 

da)'a, I mean for me. S1ster er1~~~,1 seems 'tQ have f~ten her 

CQlJC31aints 'Tb1s ,1'8 only 'bacause ~. ~ 16 "0 . fiIl ,gainl 8n 1'naide 

.In t I lang for her to have ,probl , " came to ' , ag~ , ,~n agony J 
\ 

And then.. today", my achlng hop was . r' iisf1ed miraculously. double-
i 
\'\ I 

;; j, 
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' t l af1ect by the sound Df her stride I coul d hear her feverish 

arudaty t And the strid mad unheai tat1ngly for my room! I could 

hardly beliav my luck ........ Ju. t 8 1f 1 had .pr )led in 'th chap 1 'OJ' thiet 

And how can I y th t . ,t H :1 doing is g, how do I know what the 

d will b ? y faith 1 .. baing tested. And 1 find it r 

ettled conviction that bl sing basto is ner taken e: y . 

Yes, my 11fe as too de lyb18s d to 'b disrupted 1n anti [ane 
burst into 't room, and I Q.Ul1...,vt ran to h in my relief. Her brow" ad 

fixed down by gr t iron clip b.etw her eyes - sh s burning. 
~ 

burning I What gre t river of f Ung ~ bady of her I 

Sister This . as the subJ t. of all unexpected thingS'. She 

could hardly tal< breath--h ,ell), hers 1f under toad.> :Later 

tina wunder sur;p1clon of havin done th wark of that schaadn; 

Viperou s1im-l gg d b:l.t~f I to her ~t had happened before 

1 kn 1 t. an involuntary action of heJ.p--end drew her towards a chair. 

Her skin . a hot end vibrant. It 8S like touoh1ng a wild animal w1 th 

all it n tive jungle strength 1net. The touch shamed in deepl y 

phy leu way.--where had vibrancy gone? whar ' thedynam1c POW8l' in 

!!I. ,nerves? She did a1 t down" or rather she bUndly obey d the command 

of my hand. I uk d her qUietly. Now ' whatdo&J6 aU this mean? ho 18 

th viperou rnan2 Uttle by l1ttl it transpir that there w . 8 

~.r .L 
rumaur about Sister tma (who ' haSll!ilventurect near the hasp! tal.!r-

having put the dog.p11ls by th prof _ r· s bed. I tao 

sat dO n, facing her, ... feeling a n pleasure (y s . new things happen 

.... , - _ . .. ... ---
- ... --.: .&..::.a._ 

to ev tY-YaJ:2"",..rtld bady') at being able to us my momentary position 

as th calming nura to feed my ayes on her hair, th skin of her fac to 
s 

which !lf axc1..-.- i!!W\t 1!Iil given gaudy glowing dark bloom, and her pa88-!' 

lonetely tussled hair, her hands th t bely in their del1caay end restraint 

tho predtory shoulders I I .kno she stani h, d _ t my c • ( Nothing 

about Siater ahatma or anyone als on the island, including myself t 

~.p. 
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could 1nt t or alarm me much jus' at thU moment. One creature i . 

~a sum 0" aU my car . r) I said 1n a _18\10108; Wall. there are 

always nasty rumours. and obviously some of th are going to be abput 

us h , .. But you must do sam ' thingl aha aa1tt---l can tt bear t , think 

of that poor creature smarting under the.~ wh1p~sht . which I know so waUl 

1 felt like Jump1n:fartd ying, No. not Sister . ahatma-lead your m1nd 

. '. " . 
,back , to II' 1 closed my 818" realign" .to what sUmpy pri evd w t . 8 

Illy boat 1. being drawn. I forced my elf to think of tha~ sister (for 

a moment nearly hated). My favourtt 81 tar" 1 said (what 1 tru) 

that Sister Mahatm as of ell the people 1 kn the most capable of 

I,riding na ty rumour.. But once ,these plapl start, she d. th y can 

entic ·the dev1l into her cell---you' dOn't know th t If th deV11 

gets 1ntQ her cell. I said with a laugh, she'll h ve to fight h1m, won't 

he? ..... 1t wDn't be the fir t fight Qf that sort 1n this place OV the 

centurMtsl And hat about thO$ long we·va been having? It 

Qtl_ , Oldn It W' agree th t ev~h1ng ,W know ~gh the ind is thOughts. 

and therefor the dev:Ll 1. only another thouent'l arl.d therefore Slst,. 

Mahatma must have th thought J and . en need the thought. if h doee 

. anter · .8r cell 7 and ther fore, the tho ghtmu It already he\( b ' strong 

in her? . are creating th world round us aU the t1m~) I ,d," 

WEi are only th , vict1m D other p let spells and machinations it w . 

have fEl11ed to r lise how much com from ourselv s, how little in th 

end fl"Qffl th 'outsi 't. X, 

Mahatma. 

There was a lon 

s 
d I thought W8 needn· t worry about i tar 

1\ 

,qt4etly (a.lway the unexpac~edflf "Why) thenJ1~'t God Just < thought tach, 

if everything is e. thought? I said .. eute.veryth1ng lsnt~ a ,thought. 
WAd W~ 

Sod is an experience. This ' 2::s hf,it aU th quarrel p about. over the 

,centuries.. For thoa o haven't had theexperiance. He 1 a thought, 
I 

1IIIil on the sam d1acursiv . leva~ , as thadeM.l and other thoughts. aut--­
\. 



- 112-

Th . b 'U rang th t momant.--it... t th t T~ eta ae. VI call him 

had arr1 d for conf &ion and Mas .• . If m11d-eeem1ng. sallow-faced, 

stiletto-eyed Fther ,0 nun, our Dominican ft'Qm the mainland,. kn. aU 

th tho~ght · behind y oarefully orthodox smile he would hay m _ SC·l'WI=lm-

1ng at the s e. y heart was 81 . aye with those Anabaptj,. ts and butEtc& 

as the Spaniard.s called th when the flames began to llck them and l ov 

po d from their yes I As Montaigne said. it is rating cne t eonJect-

uresat a v high price to roast man al1v n the strength of thaa. 

I t quickly to 61 ter Soph1 and k1 d her h nc:;t......yesl Then I we ., 

gone. H ' cl verly I use s1tu tiDn • he) quick I em to touch, to Idesl 

Tarquemada th ught I had , llen in lov with hi. I fro sure--I beamed . ."d 

vi . 
beam so He ,JIOUldn'troast me for that! 

~ . 

I took wh t 1 call one of my ~wing alks today. Yes, with Ifty 
. ~ 

s11ver-knobbed can' He I lay this Qert • the more the orld mDC:ka 

it! I del1berat ly walk d ·p t the hospital......ecene 9f ,"FWt tS!'JZBi • 
I even lookup at the win hop1n for gU",,88 of Sister (not my 

er-..... ~eelzebub· t) aha • Yes, I felt 1 needed her I h d t h t 

h1gh-baoted uscular girl with tight-fitting jump and button-nose who 

suddenly ad at the door in the anhattan hotel. The enemx1 How 

we ant to embrace hert The guilt. th des1re fer persecution, the 

double person ty Wel'lJfp and a~for th embrace of death! Slster 

ah tma. I oat die for a touch of your wicked and probably unwashed 

hands! Come down from your to er of evil mach! ticn and stand with1n 

six metres of me that I may. m U youl Hew you must relish the gol den 

manary of the last b th you had . about twenty years ago f . And as for your 

habit......:f1d that ee a clQanBr's1 Did you never hear. Sister 

ahatma" af th 1 undrymats th t have coma1nto existence since you ~8J'8 

bom?.......voluptuary cerrtrest........,sver let )lOur empty shaVed head give than 

a thought,' And surely 1i~e was satisfying 1nthe Bedouin anc 



ments where no water wa available even for a quick wash? Water., 11k 

the flash, my deer, is e. miragel Ava1d it. allurement and hold faat 

to the Lardl And l' you should be called a second tim to th- bedaide 
u... 

of 8 Jaw, aimply standthare for e time, .your bod)' odOur wiU C8f8 far 

mora damage than dOg.p1Ua f I walked 011, raf'lecting on th things. 

The stiff, paint d, poliShed lea" of the P .... veaa 888II1II quite dif'-
of) 

erant to me no ......... thay ,... fram a dr)'. wuted land, th all round 
s ha". became eluggish., no longer covered by the sweet haze afllad1t8J'Taneen 

..... but Ij an ominous volcan1c vapour • 

She hae ohanled th island form I I feel the closen. of 'the Arab world. 

.... - _ .... _,..~..........-r-,.........- ---~ ... .,... _ . .... _.~.&..:.a.-a 1 ... - ..... - __ .... "~. ___ ".1" -r _ _ #" __ .- _ _ _ 

X holy murder flash in the a1r aboVe the see. And my e11var-knobbad 

cone 1s the sceptre af an eDdie, the ].a ' tphy1acal test1monyto a lost 

k1ngtilln where dec .. , end farbeerenceprava11ed. 

I em no IQOnar back l!I!I:fmam~th flfteen guests at the lunch 

table, aU 0' Wt nlce people (for a couple of hours), and eomeone decides 

to do the equivalent of' throw1ng camalah1t etratgltt 1n y. eye! He was 

aU on about haw at Fredari.ek 11 f 'table in Naplaa Arabs andOhristlans 
1,.0.4 

and J_8 jsat side by side end talk d about the ancient world. Apparently 

oll Fred the Hohane,teufen introdUCed Arablc Awmerals to us aU I . ,as well 
y 

88 ~ing the medical faculty at Naples un1vars1t)'. The 'fabs even 

had an advanced surgeryl They taught the 5pan1ardaall they knaw I 

lh81r marvallou culture waa the baa1s and diving board of the Renaissanoe 

ate. etc. .tc~ bla-b1a-blat I pointed a sniff at very one Of his 
WM~f.~ 

nnerks. I gulp d my toad 80 qu1ckly that 1 t . I JIobrh!D.1 my dessart 

before the others, had got past the1r hors d' lOUvre. Then I got up 

and within tsh1rty seconds of putt:lng my head back in my Idngdomaf 

deaenCYt my ecepb'e, leaning against mydeak, gleaming ~ilUngly 1n 

the Shuttered afternoon t.IaJi(n ss, I we off in the land of dreams. 

Not moming I had to go to the ma1nlanc;t.......fora med1cal check.up 
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as a matter ot fact. There 1 a young Sennen Chap I alway _ go to. 

X . Joy th trip $CrOse. and gt a taa1 on th other :s'de. Near the 

t1Q ita). %' Up into one of the bars 'or a coffee and erg ts. 1 

somat~ sit outside end watch th . loading at th harbour. Th1 18 r'lte 
~ 

l1ttlerautiA8 afmin. I and up nth 1 h dawn at the Plua,~th8 
$ 

other sid - af town, .... it tri .. to. the French Riv1 • .And a boat 

back in time to ueez an hoar'a a1 - ta. Anyway,. 1 said to tnt.s young 

/:reut in 8$ at way tIS possible, 1 _d. Don't know why 1 n\t8l" go to 

that lacal hQ ,1tal of ours, it' bang eppos1t . my front doOr yay m1ght . 

practised by the s1 tars over th year- . Not 

on your Aunt Nelly. He saltA,; X wonder )'Ou don't toa.tt'$ Just as goad 

88 this ,1aoe. frsom th · equipmt pa1.nt Qfftewt, and much mora convenient 

for you. H· we just on his way out. so lunched together. l'oakh1s 

d~Ht at Hamburg. Wi' d two small kraut$. I talked about my army 

of German relat1v "and had him laughing aboUt the fam11y' faught 
I 

it 1f 1n thL first world.,. I hay definite PRIOf that Ity cousin 

Frank took PDt abet ·at myuncl - Helmut at Ypres and mad hole in his 

Hlmutl lth the h 113 of bottle 0' yUow vi"tas. piss I roared my 

h d off, and didntt give, a shit that 'the doctor t81led to understand. 

'wen. a,tar wslid cslebre.ted thad of the WOI'ld with a .glass of schnapps. 

d htd finished hie 1 ,tuN on ecology (apparently Mather Nature hes 

her" knlckare down at the mornent)~t that % Uata'l ~ . tarted 

talking. about. of aU peopl •• cur old fri d 'Uoth SUperior. 1 could 
~ 

haveeat I my Mahatmal An interesting wo f " said. 1 nearly seid. 

So wa Mrs Bonnl , nat to mention Mrs ely. He said had nee 

YfOJ1,(ed at the mainland hospital. Particularly auccess'ul :Ln rehabU-

itatinS dru9-C8 . • -1e of' my face. ssI M\t8 no 

'ewer than thrae sans hooked and atoned to the eveballs. I won't say 
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I always dl'd ,my b . ;t for them. I did. but I know haw phoney1t . 

sounde. , I. t for them. 1 know that. I t th to t best , 

, 01&. 1 saw th y 1ntradUc to the b t P let end by' that I 

'tmean. lot of Cf81D118d anobs bUt the k 

ndUtry. I k t them 81 Y from thed1Mar tabla if th " W 
I , 

8OmebOdy ariant cam1ng. 11 t ord thBiro n apar, that 
fiiii. 

SOPt· 0' thing. I It th . r girls come1~d go ~gh of ~se I 

th Jii Una at people sorew1nS aU Over th ' h u . .. (When I . e a kid 

w · aran't ello d our own wr1 . ~lII'It1l • e tum d e1gh een • . 

1 t 1n dad' 8 , bedroom). 50, falling Q th lves with 

graittud .' mr chU hv , to tart smald."sIOAa taught the. oth r. 

calling at the front door th smallparcele. and sometimes 

af th night • . As one of th , d when I cam down to 

answ.. the, cIQor at foul" 0 'clock in the morning-and told hi to pi s off, 

Ch. I h d the 1mp a10nthe aun was shining. TimQthy. my mtddl boy, 

who went Dn fjacld,. nearly , . i" U pu lad us Clown to h 11 w1 h hi • 
~ ~d 

P~o-analysts. hospltal1aatians, I Shudder to think he ~1 _ paid out 

in medical fees, only to be ab"sed Wh th . y got their anit)' back. 

They ~, like funny )1)ung-oldcrocks now. all three of tho • with lapk 

~d eweaty 'I !3.low sId.os and . eking hands, and ah they think it 8Q 

cunning th t they" had an e><peri , C.' which I h v 't (thc)ugh at my 

mcp "·e'). They each get .an ellDwance. on condition that th Y keep 

6W~ fram' me. Uke David 1 thought" deliver m from the h~dOf' 

strange children. chUdren 'ose mouth speeks. vM1ty,. and their right 

hand a right h d of falsehood. ' ThrY'v8 ell renounced th o stuff now, so 
II 

they sa~t means the), only t~e m\-a s. They live quietly in the 
, I 

I 
aft th af the1r halluc1nat1on8",(,~in,g to get back tJ11r will and 

\\ 
1\' 

ln1t1at~ve. though th small hopeii~ era they go on l1ving on me. 
It 

/t \;\ 
/' :, 
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my Kraut 

':$.l 3 
~ '~~, 
;fJ, ' 

tar. d felt like death. 

t1 h.. _ t:alJWlg quletly q reverently aboUt tb ftotb 

Back 

. to wake my wif • . . au I now blame her 'Qr my . 

She mu t have dons. Sh was a1 aye 

for th ., I d1dn ' Ob. S1stsr 

t- "W ........ ".I"·t y(IU bfn your til heav to ttl . t s oozing 

out Gf my ey 1 Ue ling up at the ling? , My wit: , kn · en 

my . ,OJ' h tantly anS$Y , Are you ,' 1 right?, and 1 91\1$ .myself :the 

lying. 

Lalltlno in he dark next to Caseandrat my Jumper pul . d up aver my 

are n belly after adl.y gerl1 y meal. I find my, elf n 
~.~~. ..L_-tL. 

uld b 4"'''1'' I"'m'" I coaxCaSGal1dra t~ to m about 
la-

th d sarti our days toaathar '* Tan¢.er -t h ynuth in the ,Aden Prot t-

ar, .. te,. 1 elos my ey,es.· s eing "he bleak t . t of the Bedouin. I can 
~e..t 

~ but an U th ', tiff d~a' the ' , en (t13 ett1ing b $en ,., 

t it and opi, t ) and at '. st,unknown t Cassandra, X see bef'Q 

> 
the lovli ' t d prine $ of the S1nal cis, with ring , t her. 

~ 

t - • and turqu :t • and .. del1~te 

,'" 1 hiding aU bLtt h . diturb d ever so 

l1t:tL by her PRWd right breasts an h hiP that sustain th ,cloth 

es ,h walk . with that "g trid whiCh 

: d, much heat and thirst . 

Mal1latolal dyuhv8 

t ' tanes and s11pp1ng 

chi·ldren of' Islam. Sister 

tD hav b bam) to pre rist1en 1 land to teaCh 11 not ords 

any . " for our t'sl1g,1on has. lang · b I'sduc d to words, utthe 

1001< th fact has, the texture th 'skin has, the shap th d has. ' 

en detnnlned. by div.l.n 1Uumtnati'Dnsl . Th num13n s left e little 
........ 

by little, and suddenly I felt 'all urci dyn c Joy. I . tood 5. 
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til the' middle of ttl , 0Uv ~V. ffld latf} out an encmaous fart as 

I ~ ... ca when overJoyed. '. :'c .... dra laughed in her thrQaty wa~ 

e.a if yestm'day te whisky ere 'errmenting toy'" ad cheer. She 

m an walked. danced between the trees until I teU .into a 

pothole with her on top of m • and w ugh d until e en! almos a1ck. 

I 1· t Uke dos, becaus a plan of aetiQn ' has formed t tself 1" my 

brain. From thi tim forth my thoughts be bloody or b nothing worthl 

I was sitting gazing at ' e. rare ' 1;i.on---pretty well the anlYGn 

I tv, ever Qwna~tQn1CJ BaocateUi' s H"t:rI ",u::all"\ht'lnli1i,i'! 

ouldn-t 1 t it SO ,for fifty granO!-.-....wnen in strid s THE GI THE oa<'S 

ABOUT I Haw e gat in Bod alone knows 1 And sha sterle scnBmino abuse 
. etA,.r.S # 

at m t . I oan t believe my ~ l just steret h ,wond ng how ahe 

mana". to get past 1randa" and · being in the strangest (and n'at at ,aU 

unpl· . ant) ay reminded of our Ne York days when rows flarad upMd 

o 
beQ'auS$ she 1 ahouting so much" J~st as she. j. dQing n wI I k~ aha 
1(* 
JQIpt e. knife in her- trouaers.. tuck d, '"to her socks. and I Jump" 'AP, 

becld.ng to ·ds the fTench windo S' ~d dragging my bl.atlketwttn me,· 
.A. u .... .tJf; w ILk" I ii'.i 1111'" rely Qn mJ wife .. suppa . .9 she ' In thEa house, or 

~ 

rather I ,af..-f;I1d that. buried 1n her mathema.tice (the ~t night of 
w'lI 

her soul)., she .. bear d come runrd,nrt end fell under the Soph1an 

SPell. again! The abuse as ell about S1ster . er that td.ght 

• I 

How dare % someth1n; or othar'l ~ 1n , future 

. ~s said ,it., She .. raved on--­

would defend ,people against 

lAY eaal.Ltan:L s. my verm1nous ins1nuat1on~hat ahe 10\1 d Arabs (this I 

knew ~rom th. n bar of liv , ,shSpchs she al 8y brought back to our 
I 

epertment in H . )...-.-end '-.a 'dog' pills ught to have ldlled met and I 
II 

he.d survived them through, · ~t h V1(lg a . heart I And then. es I reaUaad 
'.'. J,il _ 

she must (because . she ,&1 ,(" ra, on -previous occasions', ) f h ' rat 



intoteara like vast chUd, end dashed out of the.ra, traigbt 

of en astonished Miranda" who exclaimed, Miss SOph1a f • 

befa sh. w given a. we.tk ' and hug. Th the heNs wetS a 

it haa b, " , for th ftw yeaP8 past, enG 1randa ', d I Ito d 

gazing t each oth :Ln the ail 01' my wlf '$ math ,tiCal tud1 

to Ill)' cha1r'. What all th1$ about? Evaryan CHital'UQ t ' com totha 

hou to talk about SlstUaha • First th 

h salf.. And trIkn ' wh , Sister MahatrJe it uld be a b -lp. 

Wh • a 'few m1nut later. into ttl 1'0 -,' . IN'S)' pancU in 

hand, and asked what usuaUy round? t) 

X told h , tter lang pallse, and with a S, ...... A smile, A. square root. 

CD)' dear, that is s1nply a i'OtItseen th - , t1ca11y, and h " &1 of 

would h« ' conv1nced Euclid bimaalf 

tMt 'was ' 8thing in Illy explanation. eetw fQOl and ma ' 

the tsland DaslCS in h • Sit stiU. I though~, and haar 

ttl 1eat 0' our aaa~tft"C.w. for th end wUl ' t ,b long. 1 dacd.d to 

r noth1ng to her about 'the 6aph1an \481 t. 
1''f:M ~ 

Ti, W ' mom1ng 0' ,lIt.J;ossra Y1h ' the ... sent up snarling and 

d1rty waves and th 11' hung dead Q\l t islMd. a sick paU. Th 

eel to flap abOut h v11y on the 

S ' tar 8r1g1tt tay 1n h c U all morntng~ I don't know 

why I should eoupl her with th animal '. my tnind i , und pa11taa, 

Wh .. ~ the 

d1 , tian undars end grind f and th , ts is 'evacuated. and the 

earp t that , uld 11. coiled tAP 1n hfQ)Y aAOfI)1dty' fwrt1v,el), 

raising his head. 1 think X mu t haw n to 

umt~ today. F tLng thoU d tons in weight. And r ' n9 

U the heav 1 have be through 1n, th twenty year~l1 .!II! 

7 



.. 
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t:.~ 
heav... though they seem multttudas because 8flGh time feals _ the first, 

a.. 
when .. div1ne tluat settles an th h.dJartd the glan,ds nd tissu , and 

warring musclas 10 lntoa deep qw1et ~t 1$ be)'Ond sleep or even N,St. 

and ~ want to drink. end drink. at thar)Ast1ng Ei& . at ... of Ufe~ 
And now aU this 1. a memory. It eeans I can be'lung down into the pit 

of dariuleaa as 1f all my dally WBI'$ over decades had be nath1ng. But 

I reJ thta thought at once. Time-th1nId.ng 18 bady-th1nk1ngJ 1 

cling to th p,tepagtue1 conVlletlan that aU this 1s being done to an 

d. _ 1 under controol~ bar eomathing 61ater UahataIa $aid, that 

th ~nteU t:l. tor keap~ng belanca~ I havto b peUt. Peritaps 1 

getting too proud, sae:1ng .othEs faU. rehabilitat1nget;l]l£§ aU the 

ttm. In a mot ebj t mom~t. walking aCross th garden back to my, 

cell af~er putting ma1za for th dOves,.it cmased my mind that 1 must 

thollSht crushed to the ground, :8S 8h her ' 11' ",shed out tcwardtJj 
• my f'ell.dw-prison ,in the triangle, 'whom I have almastetart d to 

blam', I Har hair a thaUaaod snakes trying to wnggl themselves free, 

eat' pOuring down h '- , face. arms aldmbo like a ·beart 8 " aha acpre$S88 

in her body alll f . - ~. the f~ed angutahl----owt how can I m1n1at ' to 

her now" w eak with 8OIJ1l8Ofjl8 else' tongue Be 'lffsed ta--fDr I only 

h8 my own pocn.- human tongue now. I ern .mrtall 6h staps.hu'c.1l.)' pau 88 

to say hullD. And gain the subject is 6 , ter Mahatma, Si t.-:tmaf 

Shsll I nevar b free of thb· wlld storm? But wharacould % go,. my 

dar11ng, i' I aar1not find you again? :l.f I sit patient in the .silence. 

myey ' closed, and iii)' dOv tl;'tat art in tile cieri: ' of the . rock. in the 

secret places '0" the stairs. fatls to com to I t am X w1thout, 

)'QUr' wing that tal«t me up? aut love cannot be, k111edl I Stilddly 

thought th1s, in a creac81do af tr1unp~1 heard nothing eh" sa1d 

about iister Mahatma l was trong .aga1n. he had to me agaira _ 1 



had voie ,to apeak with I , For many VI tar ,not qu~ love. , neither 

, ~ flood drawn itt If ~1c;t gt , aU th substance ~f hi, 

house forlov t it WOYld b utterly cant _ edl 

All th '1m , e talked I f~d ath ..... into my h y 

beloved ls the chit ,a.mong ·t ' thau&eU1d, his h _.d ~ 

lock are bUshy. d black a rev . I h1 

; rivers of tar. . ad til mllk. and fl1:1y ., 

And ' ',·ed on to the tone terr. . in front of ' y Off ' I 

1 shining I Y wh , I looked 

tAP ·1 saw ·tbat 1 t was 
, , 

sultry I sickly day-.-Out f .r others , now" , ather t 
. ' 

SUddenly I J..ov' d the the $1ck ~ sunlight tht .' ave ' 
'.,.~~ , 

til IilBrih If .. 14 hG claW. And I Ustaned her. . ~a t U1n . 

that It , aU , how an .Arab g1rl '.14. alan h .. CCIAS of trying 

J .., t t..nbla ,imputationl Sh ,' say8C And i going 

to :nothing? , 1 took her into my room---y t it J.I g;,&.t::J::;N::t' , edt.....-end It 

rt:JI(,j;t;;J,I.llfl:lQ. us. like fountain of gEWdan • tar and 

tlriU"ilUanttll fftJIJI .• P listen to ,1 told her. Slater ' atma 
tlc. 'r-IM~/,). ? -.. ".\wi ~ +~".:J. ' 

i 'f; , India, A She 1 . n Arab.. in fa Ct)fl 'Ii cia to 

amb '':1 and $Ir1th 

• 
P: h$r X 1~'H!a 8I')'thing. 

That Gassandra ~. t .1 had do • I was waaringa 

~f1~ lrt with ttl ale 1/ rolled up. looIdng tI t d 0188(1. 

1 d Just taken abatht, and. had~' taprink.ld. dabbed laV.endar 

water on ell .. part . of ".~ P '~8Qn. I , let her cook eiRlPl .. ~ " 1 ... · . 

" ut the day' cablegram a~d . .. Batches of th arrtv to announce 

on a plan andatt ~ arrears 

of bus1n8$s. The l1tU.' artm '.t in Manlt1a~ (far fram tho 

for , now. 1 can fee ' it eeslty-..-th late night I , 



the ha~lan ' sf .... 

caU·..-..bet:ausa nly this. 

no .. . 
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d. 6'loa1:. the end . slang..· -CWSt$lrtCe 

t 1 hYe jtt · ft b.- through.:1 . 1. to 

and arerrtly .1;& EtC . dent a f w deals en . over th phone. . thout 
leaue. -Ii ....... j¥1.....t. 

h Vins to _ clinch them·. What evant have SttelRBr 

last ,'lve fe, what infinite po s the ClevsrDn has, to ~nnllD'J:tA 

our thoughts t a 1. and translate us wtth<"t aur .·.v1" a or 

B habit into . rlds neveJr knew co .ld exist! Who .!a Cassandra. 

I l ' . B berhea¥y, fall . b . suthat us to dtg att ntlon so 

tID"" finger .'. and . t the round , Of her " s in a l!cna-sJJnce 

. utmod s th . 

hungrily ' a ~ guilt1~y r ,I:II.iIlIoIoVCI 

can th:La body be the . N' . 'l~kJn1rof enyth1n . 1nd1vi . !? . Tn bldy 

16 .a th ~~ •. ,Mother Sups a th, ught to Ce sandra ' .nd a thou t 

h U, 

ti 

alt 

... ·1'" I,..,.·t that 

t . U . hBJ·~.,;a th tit tl-' ....... 2· t I did tht$ 

X a.t':TIntla lfl'tQ the Aeron hou. Sh.,ch..., ..... ...,.. .... ;,.~ . in ,that . 

i.mrl~LA:I . way f ,h . I eed.d,I dido t 

. t; fearful mom . t of hi 11f J 

Ualoiu:ri-rlila in . t 

ch. sh will · ·.·V$I' know about. 

tit ot · m)" ct'la1r Q. utchtng my blenk(and 1 ,t1ng 
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th prec10u Hemaebmd1tus go ny) , I 'alt not th light t fear. I 
t.. . 

knfw ahe saulS! ngt touch me. The pow ofprayar protected • I was 

perfectly awar of th1~. And in tho 

of herself for m. In th last f 

m, 'Dfl saabl. sheela. thrown era 

ant sh exorcised the demon 

had beccama a unta1n fol" 

1 y path . ,Only now am I able 

that. And here Vi • B human being gain, the creature I had 

known in 0 many tifling .1tuat1ons in ,N York. I f 1 enormously quiet 

&galn. A t Uta1 dan that I y nothing to my wif , whose face has 

tal< on th 10 of an hypotenuse triangl. My imp" ion Of Saph1 (I 

can ~ the nam wi thaut the aUght ~ if t J:') a tormented Gent11 

alaa h 1p d to d my attachment to her, my terr1ble attachment of hatred. 

'SUraly I have behav d and qui ted my 1f f a e ChUd that is w ned of hi 

mother? I dozed for th rest of the ,day in the island"s dreaming silene i 

as it lias cup., ' d in 911 tter1ng water, its aea-breeze climbing softly over 

my fae , anointing • 

wi. th Euclidean regularity. 

61 ing d 1y that 1 seamed to hav slid down a trap af farget-

fUln under the 1 land. X rea11 d what y next tap of elf-liberation 

IDWst b. From moth tic ~ thamatical shap ·&1 It ha b· revealed 

to me that the inner fonn of]J.f 1. math tical. Therefore math tical 

&hap_ must surely shaw th . . tiel. rhythm of 11fe, the sent1al harmonica, 
, I ' ~ 

tiel conflict't) I wanted to dance softly round ~ room on bar 

f t 1 felt 1 had de sueh ad! overyJ + in Bill!nC' Not 

sound from ~ room, or from th~ ld tchen. Had I been a snorer perhap , 
I 

th spell wouldn't hav work d. But y deep contented silent breaths 

brought a corresponding rhyt ~~t of the earth. Y ',math tical ehap I 
,.' " ~ . 

I mu t order the clay., I.m~ m~8l~8tal1o look like snapshot. 

A 11 ttl question occurs . ; i: ~uid Sophia market the piece 'or m , 
i, 

6h , good t that. and 'takes lick off· me of her deals, 



I m Sh~ really dO haw buedn. . .·acumen. Sh know how to promote. 

For a 1' .• ' UlCn I ·ft t discover, I feel close to her today, ju t as 11' 

she had been to th1 My ~ul 1 among lians. 

Wh t" tma to him or he to anhatten. that he should weep for 

h ? 

ho spok ? 

you tn y darling? 

along your placid ~e. 

I was 1. and what happ " one in twenty years orso--I atartad 

" 
ak, .t up, stared at my rer"lected dO in the hugs mirror opposite 

my b d,. I almot call d for Oassandra. But f 11 back limply again. 

COuld hay sworn lI:III.INila..t1 trying to make love to • y bed as a 
. , 

oth tom ro '4'- and tossed 1~ surfac • How 

ven in all But whoer you? And. more aptly, who ' 11 

El 1t . van my bDd~ ~. wer try1n to touch? t yt body? What absurd1t1esl 

To arg1.I 

it f d nevet' lose til sarlsa of being stranger to it • 

Is my bady really mare f; liar to theA anyon Ell • ·67 It c ss to 

me t~gh , my & do ~ 1 ' .• f 1 f 11 leap. With , . 

pl " I ·11 tenad to yon SAONS, which baa 1 gongs in 

1<eshm1r. . 1 dreerDt that aameon .'+ . . I wa. I sa1d 

. men. H' ~sa1dt How cb you ~Q -.~ X said. A P vcholag1st told • 

1 ~oke t ten, when the ·tt t . 1 '. h v:y on- the roof, and Cassandra 

ct, to s1t . thftough three b1aC.k co," bore . ecould get . wbitl 

aut of me • I leaned up in bed trtlng to focus an her end )'awn1ng 11ke 
. , . 

She esk~ ,me w~~ ',P~ If the M1ddl~ Ea t Sister 

'd .. :lndiaI think. 6h 
... f . 

ugh d end said. 

eriQU lYJ could it bB)~? :' I said. Yas. p ss1bly. Ah, 
i 

aba. " It GlCPla1ns how h grawup as a , , 
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Christian. aha ct. - Yes, 1 ea1d, theovan-daors opening and closing 

again. but sh hi 8 the 9 uln in her blood, th desert 1n her feet I 

How come feet? Cassandra asked with a little crack of her voice th t 

,,,,,lies j alol,Asy. . 1 mean he stride, I d, and open slid th OV 

doors again. · 

I prayed behind Siater ahatma. 1 could tell j ,ust from h r erect 

back, which is sometimes motionless in prayer for an twur or more, that 

............... iiiiiiIiii __ Wiii ...... iiiiIiiMI. ........ liiiilIiiIWiiel'l ...... d. to me and to herself. , Now I -

so happy to have kept fa1 th. I feel sweetly tired. The , ,ar~"ent has 

COiled himself up" but I dan't care if he wak s again. If I 

d of ~tarnity. what can I los or gatn? Nothing chan'f. Noth1ng 

ves. 

It in't s1q)ly th t I hov , nightmares, I have r1d1culou dreams, 

And their x1.d1culousness traubl me more than the fleshy horror of th 

nightmares, that lurk 1n a tate of matter half way 

bet een mucous and tissue. I simply cannot ea whX non ens1cal watton. 

should queue up to come into my mind night after night. I wa cut,t1ng 

a roast 1n last night's dream and instead of pa sing a plate to one of 

the female guest . I passed her my trouser. Vou know hew dreams are. 

y trouser$ ere sUll an butneverthel s th ·rre I as pass1ng them to her 

in what I supposed to be a succulent .... bundle.. An~th ni t I W8.8 

play1n,g tennis with ray silver-knabbed can , though I have never played 

tennis in my life (golf is my game--eU right, no en er) . Another 

nitJht I was driv1ng a bus by blowing at it fr behind. nd taking the 

fares. ~ese are only bits and pieces of situ tiona that ";perpetuate 

themselves from, ab urdi ty to absurdity in a way I can 1t foUoweven a 

second after I hav~ oken up (~ sametues say 'woken down', because I , 

get such d$prese1ons first thing. until the pre-coffe wa,lk) .. , Surs1~ 

all theae tricks th mind plc\y (both the ridiculous dream-sl.tuations , , 

and the eking depressions) could be rational1sad out--1f onlll we knew 
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the right method. It *ob\l1ausly not " th ,ng I ,auld go to an 
, . 1u.o~ t:~;~ 

analyst with. Imaan. I cr la' 'Ii ;Il Why I h va th auroral d re 

ion, :Lt 1 b I can n er think of anything in the com1n, day that 

reYaeJ. 1 ts point. ?btl. fter r1d1culousn~1S 

all night. th r:1.diculouenes of the comlng day pour , daWn on lAnd 

1 ,sam 'l"aAJmn 11 S 1ft ttuI fact that w have tte1ned 

"" 1 ~ a tram dou dvanc over praviou ge~ t1on ' and prev10u 

e1vil1 t:1on, without our person 1 u1pment 80 to keeping pace. 

t(n ledge hal outpaced th, human nazwu S)'tan (for time). 

$UJ'TQunded by every f, no' mechanical success, tram' th JU t-r1gbt warm 

shower in the g,a.aaP ..... tg bathroom to the f ult s film - in the air-

condlt1oned c1n , J bUt th ana! t blood continues to staq;» 1 war-dancea 

inside U$. On day. though not in my l1fet1ma. th thing too rill be 

mastered. seote d in childhood. n tly cured in g, by t8Chn:i.qu that 

th functioning world,... it purely 

unct10nal demandS "th inner _ tur. It is Just 11k, y, acupuncture. 

Whenever that w entian atf ana t1 t used to male laud aniff. and 

~ eo thing Uk • Y ., to dark t Africa th8)l go on better than th • 

th y dip the1r JavaUns 1n poison before ther throw th • to be carte1n 

Df a klUINaw af course 1 real18 that there hay b n a number at 
~;Ik ~~~ 

clin1cal auccea i and eer10u doctors from til II t actually 

w1tn d ttl operation ' . and at praat1c ttl ihems 1 s. 

I go further than th 1;1 I b 11 va that an day this method will be in­

CQJ'por t d intel vaUd med1cal practice, and tor all I know every ho8p1ta1 

will hav its needl • But before that happ s we have to find out 

,t th prucesS*!aS gaing on behind it. Th 

Of course the Chin e have always put forward sam . sort of mystical 

RY"r':Irunu:ant. about th &mOe ,and ell that, butth8l' must b , real 8)(-

planation 



h ' to 

by furl. winds. 
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th tr 

t cra,Ck1 Yt- . ' - bE4nI 
~ 

and pU . i' black tnanf:ltar 

,n; . 
4..Lo 4A&.d 

f dding the ~st d 

in; heart, .my halted ttl 

to b contrary winds, t of 

harmony ~th oth. t be~g1ng to ~. 

1ntW'1 c w1th . IPJd 

udbur t • 

ecros th ek ft;Q" W8e1(S on d. and th 

hungry 

1:orms that lay 

quick black haftlria 

their 

er t end heat:-udJ!lts tht black out 

;,And %. aU na 

.... tm&'l7otC!t running 

de. and then· • 19 

valley and scorch th 
ALl 

" %. fi 11ti in my glen . I 

f QUS 

•• 

ut it 

pi 81 ya 

And then gins winds ha y 

\I t ..... r"' .... Jle" and don-tt t look at the ,daDMlI1'8 
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1. I rei the tom in d II , d. the torm Q de. 

derf/ n ... uw....-u conviction (for I ..... an 

, Id to , ttl -it mu t. and I p1ung !nto 1t - wit ut ... --....,·,...· .. tant 

my elf ' ,g fall by putting out 'ft arw .. 

renJeRlt,er that fell. nly my 

1. 

Th ' were no brut lkn I 

eth1ng, but! feal an s d unabl ' 0 drag 
~vd;~ 

, my f _ th . d in t _ d pull y up th ,t ~steps to y room, 

th only gy ugh to a l1ttl to t, a 

.. ttle nice SOfIlletih1ng' . I too apt by the 

euan, an th n 

Uk written t 

or a uch of th butto or a sigh, faU utterly. I am Ju t n 

An _ 10 a mom sl o er t d Ca sandra ,ha 

so mue _ as _ Dved f: her chair, kn wing that the r _ uest 

f ' oa t . said:in h t d lict vote • S 0 1y th lP t , thoug n 

b ~ it c1a our eyes. I had Just an ugh 

f ther ~tr • my boots still , bef 

gentl work. 

etoflp wnonth 

'If i.t w the imit tor y body uld 1an -sine ha b 

tam" to 'ds by it . nd of' f -ling. - Qugh :in po 

w' trac I ying this in 

For a ask I hay had n 

to tall me tela s Uk any ~th t fatal gil of attaon -[f; 

er - han visual aba ati n can m , a 1 thou t 1 Qwld A ver 

Uv -to ~gEd.n. Sophia' 3. 
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- ,1sa .. 

by III ( . lt b thle "ly' thou 

Th 1 v1ng 

c aga1n1 N. d word, to 

• auld not 
~ 

1tog h • ' II:JJ--.;.~Q~;:JW 

. th t. hing ding 11 that ('i ~er $.Ipl!'D".![t'lrl 

ton) ? ~ ', us I ' h to tay a BY. at 1 t "or a 

in tirit 'd to hSUl:!J'~'1 

n ·,th And! ly 'do . hour 

cnaJ)sl. tofonnulat ry plan • d 
~ 

ling 01 detalChml1in nee. S ,has left 
~'~L: 

never I no lon ' tied to ttlt can ' 

tam by Wind , in the 

. ttl ete:r-p1ptn like If mati." tom 46f.IJloIii;I the 

and left the 01 d . 1f ' h 

to it ca . 1y, bec,:a' 'use it eounded Uk aU th knot b d1n 

blown frea, . Slster ·· 

havtn to fenced 

d trang, th 

!t. 

th $ miQOWfllllm:.-

fJ1.th happln a though ~he'l"a 

in t ,). 

d to .' about 

dy, 1 , root 

va,1t-. That as h 1 

't n ' th conven.t. 

being taken r • 

throu. eh 1 er 

J.ea$$Un! in 1t (wi 't plc:tJ:l~1:J1i"II::t 

h. 1n my mind. Thank Gad tor 

~[, ... ·fS.ce and stasy ' ulet nev ' 

".hot~ 1 no ,greater po t th 

r And now I in th op 

e ut to tri.e1. '. Tu~ging 

co d t not 1 swt. 

r love put th gh did Jl . 
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no ~~g enolosed. I in the world. Uk ly , ' , 
010 d . in m ~ I uld ly b a ' . tator h now on. · I ev 

. t to pray in h chap l.. I sit th • or ·kn ! tor ttl f' I 

rei not Vi . the · at sea d---no t 

tine f" .era or dawn-med1tatton .• no cont'8e,$i.O .t of aU')." 

at .· ould my con es 
H , 

He n . 

nd eventu y Q~~n 
.r' 

and . 

To qu da. ay1 

ce to prot 

the 11' out 

~ this to myself ' 

GW you , 

y n my ~ ~ . ,my lover; , my hi 
\/ 

h w . I pray to you if you 

u.. ~. won't ' to ,J.Jnay .... ullliJ. 

wlll • 
tha i hop ul 

. ttach. . ~ 

in my lk,rny 

star ahatma, 

dh . Y of saytn th~ng qui te uninvi t d.. " d conn . t to no hi" yow 

h d said or t . ght yet burningly r' .levant tCl. yo . m t Nt tate at 
tlc.. . 

...... '.' ec!> ' . van my CQuntry o~ on . n. I find 11: h d .hake off i ' 1-

So . and it u .. Iud to 11 it 'th 

artln Luth . in" He a)t .eeemfUJ to be . lJdng : in .f 

ut ,tBEi this dOC r)'1 wrt · d too much!.n the· (I ' 

th nlarld ha .' i tal.l . d, th t 1s 

the petlent 

And ' n 

t h olitely), &the . 

. 1s do t: .01' 
1ti.. ' 

the ~d her and,{ s loy 

tru? ,l w. h ' dans nfatut~ ( 

guec3. ~ ~ught . th it night ,and . 

(as l' 

t ·that 

d .) ~r 1 th ,nkin 

'~~ntl)" 
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w a tter for d, and h d a an1ng. 1 fought it like a lust. 

but I " it ything to 

f1 , 
(Just1f1 ) d 

11 ed th t my d p dis t1 f etien with ,other 

~~,~t1 faction with Y elf. And . gradually I saw 

tht 

t 

hat nd lov th t it hr 

r 11 d htar 

8th fal . • und on f 11 a aye Ev 

my f8th sv ry ctar nd 

COU Dtl:'t I did 1 

in thi y. I p pl 'brought· 
~. 

I n d d it. 1 h d . y 1f op n ~ -!!Ie. 

vil w1 hqu n1m! y. 

lt h t a (h i ev 1 

I he thought at fir t l 

nd th gr pling iron of 

st. And. ith tat., 1: 

was gro in 1n 

p ti t becarne my child. 

mes,senger f I 

traer inary aunt 

info at10n ju t when 

I still could not au far 
~ 

But no" I saw 

ugh to lao an a hing 

ng n to notic hi lazy :Lndliness, e ecially 

t 

E 

th 

11dr' n. hi 

tan 

bru h 

• 

e in th 

f hi 0 n n cit 

th f~oor 10 to 

y ;' roll1.ng ugh 

of po ar, hi 

E eralda brush d pa t 

ctim ) . dlb t lov 

And from t t time y po with 

(I don't n to y 'po . o~ >i) 'l)aa'an. For th first tim I 

nland ho 1tal br no ), conv nt sy to ,run ,(1 he 1 
1'0 

1 ft it £iii 'e run it I h co 0 to critic! • 

eEll~ea to sp • w th th uthar1ty becaus 

lfly conc8m; 0 6UI;l-z:itrivin , b I began to live. 

I w lr ~ dy n 

* '* 
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In th cour f the other Superior ing 8bov I be n to notic 

diff v cal tter either. 

• he way spok earne tly. in oth loqu t ru , it 
1 

th o d t any h ur in But the 

ardour till o can I put 1 t?--argu d an int to c nvert, to do 

ad, , it con eyed. n 

C!£:tnl:tct th t h e d dry in her f lth. ... And, in the 

abov • this di 

with authorit~ 

RrI1"'SD _ rei cam nat nly 

t--but 1f r din th from 

her own nd., gud if e 

or lariyh 0 son for 11 di cursiv 

d wh he , happ ed to chang her tan . '1 h no langer h d tnt ts. 

no long 10 d' ' . perf:mt1' or' t·. · Sh st t ' 

af lav . It i th '. far rncD~es her f 1. 

'fr t of th conv • tually 'IS th1 • sans 

of h b" ng abl no to diate lave 1n th no longer fro 

tu wall . ·Th 11 • hith r necel88Elry .fene round th 

yaung r " an ob taol • that" being a _ ....... , ...... . of 

" work, sh it up 9 n ' flft. only a f ye s bind 

t I f 81 pSrhap I . wren her . ulng intere t , 

1 't y more 1n h nd. She no ·1 ng h God pr ar d 

tiv Y ,work ' 
~.~ 

will- th work of h r 11f mscll1s ch gin th world e-

on or rd on her p ng 1n it, nd by bing th 

• 

It ld the th a said' tt ah 

h or h to anhatt n, that h should w for h " Thinking of 
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n, he might h v • " hie sudd 

hating her. 

ear:»-a:ttac ant to 

Mal'1lstnlS' and his ' anhattan 

m ri 

ettin 

1n9 

long 

erted 

~ tiv ,d tiny--w1 • for. h1. ut e are 

a..t I cUng to thl, possibility, 

tuation doe not 

'k t , about. P""Ant:l the dim nut10n 

b sure that itasntt EuriRide f 'tnt t l • BJJt th • I 

ngl 

* 

at 

... * 

She tiptoed in th 1 UJ')g. I , gasped, Ju ad up" ,h 1f. ugh1ng. 

smile. , such 'hB1r (<<;la sting with th ly Y 110w sun) ,I. such 1 g6 

th t carried her ody rever , tlyl I ag d t get ¥ elf aut of 'my 

ly, ming 1 ugh., , a tpl11 ed to sea tran r. suddenly 

th t , fOT mom -t X, th ugh~~ , u t be tar. far '8 ay at anoth 
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M~ 
plac on th Sophian Jet-route. not 1n my awn hom. Wh t., ia are 

happenlng to m let 1)' I Th hous, 

the oUve ~II!I. san to dana I Y 'J' without knowing h.- from Ev 1 

1t all th danolng in th " un1ver suddenly enc sulat d h 1n my 

ba t _ n this land, ev8l";Vth1ng had dancing f.eetl 1 had1ept l1kan 

ox in stable. SO d lY that 1 had talaok tw10 at my f ttl.. :b d , tt 

ba1ng 

th dawn, with 'bh 

hills., 'nshe floats 11k th or1,g1nal ,sylph1d I Na nam ,f no natlonal1ty, 

no PElt'entag ' I What angel wak me from my flowC')' b ,el? And h legs, 

my .yes travelled up end dawn tbosa enGass mag1a stilt t And h th 

trunk s1t _ U and erect and ~t end st:l.ll on th 

8h ' mow . J Anti the tiny head blazimg with .-bleached yellow hairl 

And the sm11 that is dance in itself' And haw the 1land-l1ght 

behind h sa s to hold Md port hart And all this tAndesSN d. 

Y , my life has been ting for thisl And I never kn , I was -
wait1ngJ much less what. 1 wa wei _ng farl And n my' lif. is _-

plain, perfectlY' mo1:i~ tar part of it; rend tI 1n a 

'n'1DImPn,t lang an'tenaam Wh X w.s.tad patiently for adm1ss1on to th 

blaztrt thron t uta I about to ~ and break th spell, 

Cassandra cam down th stairs on her h.ala. lik coffin baing h d 

• and said with last night' whisky 'boaslng her words aboutlik 

drunk . seamen in a roll1ng long-b . t. P 18 caught the early-mom1ng 

ferry, slept 1n the wait1n;--nam on this 1£1 aU ntghi. but sh J 

yaung. AUfoUlwed by .such enonoou intakes of b ttl thatl was 

repjrl. \led of ~ necessity of saytng anytbing. I simply sr48d h 

hand (Pame,. 's). It as like taking a tiny aea-an1mal,,:::-hot and writhing 
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for having boml 
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" d I ,t 

And , out 01 sight of 

, 'nd , 

utyl All. ' san ' with ~.1.!.11_MI 

stiU on se 8..l..:l~Dra..eBm 

anly • tOUClhea., n 

. I I felt 

. llghtly 

tttu , 

u y 

chUd~.J jtou , • and by night I) 
A 3. ,I nigh in · .. ting 1'QQm7 1 askJld,. , IDr . it 

' dl Th on1), answer' 

s.st 1vol')" t t 

carum. t tell, th 

only 

_LI "P"IiLU' 1r1 t em to 

I" tt;1ng lsdly t Th • 
" hand 

'X-- with d began 

tyl 9 "~a !lEiS' tin , t 

d. JQtn1mrArl' . 1 plunfled 

erial ,ld , d 
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,~.· ............. fl Not as t., ther:Lng my. 

off th 1 sh 11 hurt )'Q , if fOU dQn't tak yo 

lltnacu $ off this olt grov. 1, \4 l1s~' havin to b 

o,s. and ind ,this is t h pen. 

th fU'at nam .' an 

strang ays or as 1 t Holl1ngford? a 

utt S 010 d. in th cool half~ ' gf th 

lounge in which marvellous projects at' garm1nated end the exp tent body 

eating gladly in a lazy easy chair. Casaan , had out. ' 

st unw1~ngly :~ had sed.d to her., Ust • oUJ'y suppUas don-torcl 

mgMel ', s. VI Ire getting 10 • in fact dO to half tlottl ' (which is ' 

sa . pugh to f'r ' h upper leavlas but not to t down to th NotS) • 

Pam • 1n the half da:ri<ness. It tranep1red that 
~~ 

from a danc1rl d ~j a corps de J,ICl' W\.tMIJ 

She toad an h point. usin . a C1ng ba:r. I 

Cl1Uc*lSd /iII'Id c3.ud<ed .. She did _ ..jeruJ !a' U' ._ 'all over my 

b$dro . UP teir • and WI~NiOIiIIiJ to deCi ' whiCh love ,,. 

h 'body t how firm the ttny h d on her 1ne. S--lI!IlIi&Iilff 

h . trunk. did t . carry1r\ and . ch 

ad to oUmb lCnl1ng1y to .... dIs 

youR . col With 1. 

fust · rid. gr1pp1n it back do th 

with the fut _ ...... '_ 

WQ~ yaUln n 

heppen7~ held bez'ttd 

d:l:.scovering 1nmy natural 

19 I Virg1n1a 

ITn 

d throughth , S . 

t , • . ~tj1n , . 

n............u::1W did it 
~ 

a1r. trled bar una, '. d enly 



..,-' 

.. 194 

ting ~ I 

out 

to · lYch •• dh r d1 tlng I 

was· it 

or .' the 

ft, '1n e. 

at ut .!J\ any 

e It. be cassandra. 

, or th 

t the _1 trot hi 

X UQoIoI"gW 

was ttl 

, I)' ., ot det-ch CO , vent ex f1in f. 

of ' - .) tJid ·t hepp ~ ~"P'liaw, th tit: 

F ryear 1 had ,uamada-

of 

Civio 

paint 

s . 

t a 

govern 

and 

Ju 

X thaught 1 

how f 

.r~:lIII -" •• _ f l • • • I _ _ ""-· "-

parap, ;of ' 

til bi ' 

my flst Pound 

ld - the 
! 
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tttt- at~ lett me with, as if the nail .ere The 

cr1s1s was provoked, no doubt, by my baing a Gennan ~ the , d1'terran.". 

N~w 'these wJ.cea· have left mG, and I real1s , . ' all th 

time"I as 'aed b)# h1m, and pitied him, as nlllA""~ to Chri t than 

my~f because his absesa interest in sin was at 1, ,t 'steIP d in 

, linger1ng b~odshotglanoes at Esm da ( e bOsom manag_ to . ggest 

its If und th loosest habit). hi ~ ', tins tmndsheka that s ad 

t ,tcamal thoughts through your fing ',:lnto his 

t , ling palm·; even his stink had somethlng $Ubmi vely long-suffering 
~, ' 

, 'about ~ without remor'1 ' e or' recr:l.m1na'bion,. becau the flG$hvas 

t10n and Christ ha after to 

clothe him elf in tt feZ" t1m __ When Tarquemada talked about lust he 

t 'least knew What he wa telkin about. HEa 'di.dn ttum it into devils 

. outside tWo from which b 
; . 

and d~ly pagan, depend1ng on repati tion and not f ling, ere tgllched 

by his lust to a td.rJd of sw. ty f'ervo,,",1 bow marty hail maries was a 

'& cunie worth? So 'he did. in a strange 'reptilian 

way, his ' ,vy belly a1 ys close ' to the ground. 1n pray r OJ" sleep ~ 

ting, communicate all the tSJDe 'With hi Gad. I learned' not to despise 

lust. I 1 ' ad that til s ent provoked ·tbe lon Journey towards 

God. ewan 'gay a foretaste of . heaven With its exc1tements, . ts tatic 
. ' 

horrors. I lsamad that '. ~ Of 'lust, VIes simply the eternGl fQ1"mwla 

ahatma said that when 

. rniliion sexual ' organs lJl your body opened 

'towards Him 1 wanted te clap my 'Mnd 0\1: her ' mouth. In a: con\l ' t I 

Abd 8lawly I NallSSa thatsh!& , w8s \ ~eon r divin 1)' real1sed person 
. ;, ,f.:l ' , 

ama.ng LA , and th t 'Pur rel1giOn 'I ~ Qn in the braln, which is 'he lest 
; Ii J'. , . 

place for it to fun otion • . ;' 'X .. bag~ljf' to ·· see hat graat powers were in 
);;, ! 

" 



1 

her, didn't .,1n with light of' \firt4J , as I s led. to.. .1: 

from. reading about my l1fetime . idal, .. at Clare 0' Ass1$1. Th ad 

, . great vtrtue in her. , She spoke shrarply sometimes, she s late and 

sometimes ~y and unreliable (that 1s 
0-1-' ..,....~ 

henev she wlshed to be). 

But she did h1ne. • • ,*~ ~.f _ __ I.r_·"T_,\~ __ .. ~ ... ~ '_ ..... 1 .. ;;::== her pr serle 

'll!1B ma~ t shine 1 began to 1 am that her body. and th 
- ~.....l~ . . , 

oughts of h . dy. had been pen ~ te . f ,. I "ttl .,.' . r ' 

rrouf d1~ne forCe that the at of us had CQIlIB to regard as men 1. 

E~ Torquemada as mental. b)' comparison! Hi . body slumped and bulged in.de 

his chasuble 11k a.no inned bag of lard. a prisoner ~ a cell of' 

b sesiue dss1l:'ss,. over--1fldulg in the ttar of eating-and drinki.ng, 
l 

under-indulged in Ilt!1e tter of sex and oak dne_, and tryin 0 recoil 

. ro the daily weight Dfgutlt-~den food. tz;ting to advan e to erds the 

den1 hot . encounter. with th It that th eating beoame a 

ven · ful snatclUn . of what eould 1 

vengeful imag1rd..ng Qf at could not.. A more erect and ~ olsesomely 

rash creature han s~ter ahatma you couldn't 

f h . body eh attended to each day. H te 

Every part 

shan a brill1ant 

wh1 te. And she v d 111 present time. way -• She oved in real 

Ufe . How can 1 put it? 1he res of us mov d in sort of art1flcl 1 

ac imechamber he.t had be 1nven 

tntc; ~stf pr,acCJ''''T'' and future, with the seconds of the clock t1Qldn 

ut at ~lar interv ,'-lCrnj::N'\t of the past into present 

into f'uture, 11k snak wallowing, a lIict1m it could ne1.theraject 

hOI' contain. 1 r . sed t · t th Chr1stlan world had developed a 

mathematical psychology . (of 1ch that · ran . e 1nst . ment. the clock., 

a - sult), and that this ,must agins 1n th firs 

man. steJ'1il . that disciplined th barbarians af Europ , tnto an ordered 

$Octety. I began tos~, ho useful this mathematica sense of time .. 
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t nted by ~ml~ 

ot th 

Fa tIlos nke e ttl sel s, .barbarian ,. A rtl e k t 

" J' th clock t That , t r1~le 
~ 

1 to t , nbGltever ( t ts jt b ~ ever in , 

body). had to be 

the fut f Ch 

Andao,tickin 

th saren ., 

od ee are . d--- 1n 

en ,I n the future' (haU) 

ng of the t un1 ~ly 

t b s the DD'll"iM"l 

t . roris1n he 

qu ntl)' begu1 

• ouring 

cver-awea by 

ru s of' the RtvlrtAft 

into a million pi t 

and yet. 

OP • had happened on],y re tly, 

• a hendfull of generations .. 

therefore quit n twr 

s 1, 11n ng to tb 

the t'S source of p er 

Hin us and dht ·ta 

Af 

- ... _ "" ...... ,·r-I -..... ".I~._P,. I ..... . f .... i' T .... --. ... ~.Z •• .,.t ':;a,., :: 

1 e and st, 

this Qi~m:lf 'Cella;; had on ~ r n 

Qf ghastl1n ~s . ....... 'u 

'cuJ.m1n tins 

I 

11 on 

to 

Us at Au u .t-

ope t1on. 

stage" ft cen 

tion. 

t a human altog 

N 11e e in futt,t"· ," Global cl~~lC~.Qt 

~ y f It. d he .....,4~>lQIV 

or el . fe . has brou . t 

, he . floiality ••• _ ,,_..,.~ ______ "'V_T..; __ O;;"l'_ ·.1 

l.s.-.-. .... J..-_'Ui..~ 



.1 

- 198 .. 

,Now · quiver , and qU 'l . . TIl earth aU but t-uined . Sky · and 'sea 

refu du s, YeSt e ach1ev d. order •. but· itae all . upstairs 10 the 

brain I · . We did not in fact teach the · barbarian' how to .l,i va in the ' 

. orld .' He learned to of.der his thou . ts· but· the earth and even his 

.1;, dy bagan. ,to fall to ,pieces . ·And I oould seth t · ,91 tar ahatma'i 

n herself't was not barbe.r; an. She dido· t .. valk l:ik a barbarian. 

Her touch had no barbarian heaviness. H~ghts and cares had 

a delicacy we simply could n t imitate. They were natural 1n her not 

self-developed 

the order had ent right throu ' h • Her talk ranee into the 

futUre as ;i.f it , as already past.. nto the past as f it were to Qome. 

Just her' thinking argued a f .edom that made our little f order·f • so 

primitively attached to routine and caleulation. seem--what it is ....... 

a f . ghtene ' night ~ tJhe vast order that lies in the a· Emil 

tillne . 1"0 n us e had never learned to let that stillness pemeate 

U6 For this ~easan the at1llness of death was still a shock to ue. 

e ere . unk in the earth gr.tJvellJ.ng ·in matter. Her Wholeso enes was 

itself a perfectaot of civ1l1sat1o~~ , Some of the sisters were still 

~ared, in this day and age to ee emselves naked! As a result they 

metiJn~ ste{'1k a bit high. uAtil I pUt my fOQt down on mattws of self-

hy e ' e barbarian a~1 Dark fears and remorsssl And 51st 

I'a million ' sex organs turned to God r CQuld only 

a oarnal' to the barbarian ~ nd~ I saw lOW l1tt ......... the rest of 

ere fan immecti.ate supernatural 

ki"d. ' tm,lt ·, radiates aqJ8c1al ' ,sweat 'optimism 
I • .•• • 

Wh I began to $eS all 

I 

. t. but ~:'f , d a p er grQ ~g :1" ~de me i& ieh could not recognis 

aEE '~ , er;;.:iO 'routineend', therfifore chafed at 0 ventual routine. ow 
! "; 
') ) 

~..L.~ ... ~ • .'tlb." ~ want to be, An-d';ev : 'as I think this I realise that ~:f I had 

If. 
. I', 

\1 
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6S. tar ah tma t fJ:t8e f in every par of my &kin, in every thought, 

I mean __ freedom from the world. from th unreaUty., I would stay on 

t th convent, it naut10es would be no r to II than a ~_HI. I 

wanted to _yall th1 to Mi SOphia a I toad before her in th 

$littered lounge., but aU I found an my Up, wae, I Just called in to 

ho you w • my chl1ct---end ( I . t down with tired .igh) • 

W began to think you had abandon d u • ~ V I know Sof;Ihia ~ . to think +of IllS as a :mkard, + 1 Ung d~ 
town,. to give h ' time to imetine me dropping in t that aUy bistrot 

do n the hill. Part).y it. axcu 8S th .. 18k), &I 11ke to drink. But, 

mol' . , it g1ves her qua1nt en of coarIort to think 0" a cfrunkard at 

h.- sid night and Y'-**8Y blazing w1th la t adventure and disappointed 

qu ·t • a kind of heroine of the abJea.t surrender. Sh would n .ar go 

to th drinks cupboard and actually verify the n bar of battle and our 

rate of consumption. I think ISh 11k s to eatabllsh the peopl 8 

loves a& on sort of .permanent risk-line. I em bravely drinking 

myself into th gralle (in fact, I ) t a relic of 'Rul . 8~itannla 
~c.. 

watching Amer1can end.. er 1n the harbour with l&t&r e ti fact1an, 

my Alexandrian yea d1mm d with voluptuou m ry. Even th t ; 1 true. 

partly. But I wand how far sh hasn't inv ted mr th last f 

Y t really invented a n parson, and with my loving cooperation, 

for I would do anyth1ng for my Sophia. If I lost her 1 think I would 

becam th Idnd of lush at. beHeves me to be now. Though, 1'1 kept 

this hou , I would l1ve on the relics of h presence. and follow her 

echoes round th 1"0 8, and induce her to 1nhab1t my body by 81 aping 

1n her b+d that rt of thing. I getlly traubl d samet! . • 
-'/tar ~ ~-IL;~. 

Methought a arpent te y h t way, 1n dr .~ Sometime 1 try to 

catch at l1f but mo tly Xl t: it go, taking comfort in my own softn S f 

my f":~breasts and ....... " eun-y llowed buttock (I take a gasping 



.} 

' I 

- 200 ... 

I yoJe.c. ~leA .......--
m in a ra y , comer v~ day).»" my $low h d and alw,6 mot t 

Ups that lur their rds, in my ~ng ~ tride th t 

halt' ay. in my lent reading with pince-nez n a chain at the tip' of 

my nose, laakinglike pl ipot's if in the Delta fanned by Nublanst 

Sa~ • All 'h yearly ~ ,alway 

ubbing and dr sing dawn. Not 1waY8. I n'i)r - bar. !!BEll .... 

1 had wand ul fn as. I couldn't .~ . be too baa. What dream 

W . occupyl All our 11 - rehear th by ye8l'f1ing for th ,and 

, lowly w grow into th .. Ie , " tt Y 'ltv r 11y attained anyth1n - I 

d -lYd truly w1 h d for. Of cour this can't be tru. Th, one 

tur 1 ising, 1n tb s early sa1lar-boy ys. hen I thought 

1 c · ld decoy my body into WeU; I 

ttained her. I COUld f '1 hand hear herevBr)'\Yh ref not knowing what 
, -rt..d WA-i -f,r ~, 

it • IS 1 felt and h &rd. L /eers before ~ aaet. She had not y t:.ltaken 

an defin1t1on" wtfa inch t 11k: ~thrilUng sun-swathed ' dowr, 
and Y P sur lay:#.n divining her future, fo ' . Sh came +t. k ~o~ 

alway . without me l tending, who or. wh t th1 , ae a that mad 

me trembl nth am,sctation---1t h paned atth add st time • at dinner 

with local bigwigs, 1n th Cinema. bath!n. The yis1tat1ons werentt L ___ 
. ~~ I~ ~;'" ~ f~~ r-~' 

ev der1nEid eAough to b conn _ -ted :1n ,myind w1 th on Bnoth~ ~ Only 

aft ~. when he had appear d In . marv -llou ly touchabl form. d1d I · 
'f....J k.u. 

11 throbbing moman#8 of tian unity. 

All my lif 1 be~ wed that th Gould ne ar b reel enJo ant, yea ~ ~ 
I oJ w Q,;r' -Fe..e.I:) w.1i £.,.f.¥i,J-~ II) A ee ><.0--4+1 'c. • tL--t-~ ~ J olJtel."f ... .Jl ..... ....,...( ~. 

thing 9 uinal), al in cE9S'StsI ex. J A dg d m onoe, 
~ ~cr~. ~ " 
an Eg)1)tien, plUlll'. with d.row y ey s, the wife , onB of th Cen 1 pilot , 

end put her h _ d under on of myb d .t u,gh J Being 11;\ aw _ 

Of socially (th' -e wwe colonial tiqJes) sh w . obl1g d to laugh too 
"'L..J. t .......... 

and make it tht th v :t of her hand meant a 
US! ~~ 

thought it bt t round ii - a Lt1ckl. · 1 !S!JSI e to the 



! 
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conclusion that I h d simply mi und tOOd~ Itluu behind drawn 

~ r 
Qurt on hottaftaraDQ~t and a capper t y, th !EB gla see of 1 n 

t • tou~ d OUl' kn s a at sid by sida. She ore n veil 

phy cally, butlnvia1bly she had on aU ov r her f ca, even the yes,. 

It nad grewn into her skin, th1 :Lnher1ted veil. 'tifl9 her face to 

and pa ~ve laok of non-conm~. tal. But lu t ply ~ 

under the veil, mthirag hungry and squaUd. Where h,er husband found 

hi pi ure Gad alan krao a. It could hardly h b 1n her bed. '/~t:- ~ 
wo...J"ce( ';",n-~ 

Ha,. thA~wa C ' ked ,t tIii harem RI.fl~md-g1SI1. With Sophia th 

never s se of crook~ • You CQuldn ft prop ly d let that sh 

woman J: to tart w1 the 
~ 

Esp ,' ally in those , day , ,(I talJdng of 

tw ty Yeat' a ' )1/ J ~he forcefully hand m th t 
tM~~~ ' ~ 

halls '1..d1v1de,d, S~Ped b ok crowd ~ 10 ,th, tre fi yars d cane 
"i'~ 

to .' M: her. Her h,Elir as so d sely black, h skin oles mely 

_ ft. her t th 0 fresh, h stride sa long and d ided. her f _ so 

de I her ey s a fiery dar'k, derting their flam of enquiry everywhere, 

that you could be forg1v for thinking h not s1mply n 1th man nor 

woman, but mor of a men than a men and more of a man than am n. 

You didntt top to think ab ut your desires or yOur functions, or any 

'"' lit 'l physical apparatus;. you er imply engular d 'ou could a$ ell 

try to stop to analy the aring d inOlacebl va; that sw . + 
head over h 81 • Oil MM'" d .i " I eU1!iat 1 b an to think of the eraok- '" ' f .. 

Because it !U. involved. I mean, whil sur-P8! sing 

m n and h didn tt attain 81th 
I~ ~I 

hem Thra or faur 

"'_"~~ I lay s 
-o:c,n....> , 

tang t h Sidell hila 

eyes ' c sed, naked but for h~ g1rdl.e. 
I~ C7\C..or lov~-M~;":I 

f . mom nt b for j sh --:. - ., ._._--- ~ ... 
~ • J .I; ,..... r. _._ 

oI.il. fILe. A. 

, hunvned to her ell'. h 

ondering thdhepp B 

r lved non t y de re, 

norLgivef/ anything to repJac' , ty clo of unsat1 'fled ~s ' 
.t,;L.......n--

_ th I f It that all crooke '$ ~ t ' dJ.1nlonger~e and dusky 

conve:rse.t1ans. exchanging marv 1s and mystaries, .. '4" 5 "'If I".' it 
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ded ell ' t ell (which must be rare) . 1 caul " unrs1:and why my 
o..e 

d1 traught~'s::' aIiIa .. (luiS er !it th 

.2 , 

heart f qi to , ere lay the real ' lend­

our far myself' and 
'~~~~' 

' riend, 1p) Th t f t word). nCi an 

1M ult to describe 11 t thrilling' daily r , lati ns, conveyed by 

f Chane words or a lang gil into the "1 u til fir t 

co~ .. in J 1nt loretion thatt k the , it ut of )tMng 

ph)' 10 1 E,ay. Child I had e far into the joy of the " • p. 
'1 , 1ch arr1age could achiev '3: m n y mpth and father---ln 

tnt ' S8 country h e where I as bom--.-lapped on all side by 

misty turro ad '1 a,as. .... s th bre th- eking carnal axcit 

btw 

th t 'struck • 

fi e 1f onsuming f:l.:r '. 

o 1)1 quenched, ven then not 

lly. towardS the end of , 11' Uv s. and--e.s could have been 

pre ' oteo..-..th y d1 d wtthin W'f! 1ak.£Il of h other, on 

e as ng that I feel it robb d f 1 ch ce of erotic 

pl----·~II' ...... ' f. any thr1 1 of m1ne 'cQuld only be an 1 tatiOQ, 
'1~, 
j 1 know 0 much of the my :terious lnti c1 of 

than laugh when :t h (ro th era ,) that 

• trght lov • is 1:rit , 'a routin o'p geneftlt1on, 1n the 

crooked ,11, th throb of th ,for ldd • Ev ' Sophia subscribes. af 

cour e or .political · r' n 
/ 

_ ,.~ T" "' -_'1 "" _t-_~ ._'_T y _ 

-J,.- J..A.a A .. ......... .aa..t.....a...-a t this rubbish. 

The foftl .. ",,.·:.n:1 at the h ~ of' ,ell lovel 

" in marr1age it ech back ,and· forth, tn t b ood, it stre ,mas fiE" 

is aken to slling pri 81 tta on ieh man . th 

and man th WOlIri8rl cannot hope to 'krso I , have never beUev d 1n 

'ambidextrous· p~WIo.J.a.g. Ho . 'd '-bath'? Th one 1 a all gulfing 

. th t CJl!"Plt!t oould never ,p,' , ,to anyth ng 1e sl Ho gp fPOm 

t 

e d ly rever· erating cti.. OV . iss of the 1 biol ogical encounter 
I ' 
I ·' 
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A aatd th1 kind 0' thin hie bees., •• she would rtJer dOwn. 

d . ~ .. COhvlct1on 

that b . mal tit t. ' nav ' 1 

, . limit dly phy,a1cal u good sneeze. 

phy. cal. t all. 

f t tht no~s 

ti" ·.ti they ' "trom thtd.r en. Sh only 

But h 

1; no man daR 91. 

natu : of t ', . 

blJ.af that it U phy ·calmak . it p a1bl 
. ~ 

, .. h . to ai ". ~ . '1ain. In'th cour , of ' f: ~ 
~;/I.. ~ 

tumbl~ so _. EU1d noisv and otic. wnUk . ttl . wildly 

CNtMc;Rnt.k:aa of t GC ' ',,,1 merrlag • at a hint of ttl 

inter\gibl~. ttl tM. I'fst4pt. that Ur{Bh d. But it he 

notbj,ng to dO with th p~. organs that to 1m101v .. 

ttl . , b8l4ld 

th do not 

that., )fQU know. I had bet" not 

__ 11ng., b', . , til ' X , aU never '0 out' agaln, 1t.i-

abl 'or Ii¥! • and .. tar aU we do heour' 11v to 1 d. Then -
. thin. d ttl tam , bed-riots ·t1on 

-_4_

' 
a QAJI. 

I 

Ught, but they 

with u • 

d1n9, whil 

alPPD 

usually the 88l1V 

with a 

h - rAe-

to 

. . vi lently 

COIW 1,8SCIam::a after th ~ ha ' . tEl 

others com 1:0 her bUnd d .th dlUl"l..::rf!1S (tot 
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, cIm1tt y. t erotic). This 

t hard II! drinker. There 

bl.ez . 1. th e1ted dr . f and my f1 p1ckl comfartabll' t that I shall 

t d1ng of h ,and cau , e h V~"1riiJ to .' 

Thl.' why' I tto neal' Y . ~ sf'romt 

with her. ch ~n abo t old tim, &.., day and t drinkl 

O\l ,looking th >'rom a per1la h tight. until ' came, and th 

wly ho led do 111 to arc! the no. 1 1 , and uphill betWeen 

cyp ham" I ' arri '1tably ut of br, th. 

f l.ier rall f th hip wh I heard her aoaa.n'I. t e 

I forgot w, had a wltor. 1ndOws had 

b , to adrd.t th b nkof' 

assent1al 1ngred1ent Ql" th 

d until you f':l 

1 doing it 

dari<n • hat and out of b 

ture, &Ape , St 

ing the 001 w1th t 

hadn't ~th ergy 1:0 mak 

into my chair in th 

nd of et4f't1ng 

h1.a play-

t ~ n ' • 1 

Vet X anted on 

ly. 1 don't X n d dane. XJus antdtht t 

bit 

a oUnk of th rocks agai 

qut e a 1m rtant EtS th Uquid 1. t ,f . 

tum life nto c:ireamJ But it is only p 

a ' urn :l.tlnta t ,it 1 !lSi. to t un 

lill1t u etant1aU.t}'t But 1f only there w 

, ,. all 

am d to 

I I don't 

stantkl.No. % n 

$C)Dl18Orl8 to tek my 

'. th or in h morning, get up for m andtast . t air. 

, 

someone to. y firat coff J I . ' J i ten t servanta X want ,1)" 
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to transp . the sub 

XI' " a marv 1l1ng sp tutor. Every move 1 make r ' nGl~ of :Lt 

d . ttl., w. I 

could have. spoken: ,such a d it all e vibrantly living 

SOphia cam t ang down tJ1e stairs ,' on anlmpuls t l ' c uld hear 

that. Ta f ten drink or a Gilt ci.,gar. prob ly. She ga d h 

" t my vibr tiona in ttl ro,~ ... t:hls.1 ays 

1)' seeing .' nneone. Th n sound 

Pamela? tJh. 

coal knick • 1 tum til to at her n th half 

getting th 

d isitl , SS 0, ttl french window and 

f th terrae with roar f id a trid . t h hands 

-*7 1 t a quiet b:th as II 

car ul alw not to dlturb my' wit. 

hour 1n th ' morning to rest from aU b 

pot 

d 

I 11k to 

and fQuntain 1n Portugu 

mzI:macbl.' and laurel. b ' ugatnvi 

t ld which I 10 , d to 

ell f:Lt grQWing into 

e I tao yawn and rub my f dQwn 

might b 

, God knos, Q ds an actra 

t 

.e:t-Jll..-t!ed building. 

. 'retching and bUnk1ng 

~1'i'''''::NI the u de colo '., ~. 
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as gnlO ulf " f U1n 

royal ' "- and the 
.- st b lea and ., 

fa 

,0 

day I 

b and 

the I ought to 1 n 

h Vi 

DCCKets • 

. for I, H 

., not sin '11 d ~ at;COunt d tor tn any ay. any 

MD'Derled in my lit 'f 

someone ,. 

e " tid , q ok t I'Q ng tr! • 

nt) b 

P 

wn myself. 

c til f the pack ' 

it ut ry 

Or it ' 

1c 

· th Y' d. 

f 

• 

th 

t 

• 
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elk, R 

.f' ~ 
~t~... of the f , ttl 

th o loa a, 

ships, r nd 

'Wwatched~' 'li!!I~m 

'"" e n 1 1aok at oth 

nvu on of th 

other 

, things and reca' ,d from 

a I feel they cannot kna 

or Of' their car-aoars with an ab act 

harb ur is 

en af 

tatlcms'. 

. ~nt ntiona 

" st. 

oeuv 9 th s into I let all th1 stirr1n no ~ .. ~.Y 

soak nto • It really l~ only a matter of tin. and of f'oroin 

my 3.~ I el' at the her ur. 

mqlting a t gnuo'ram the offioe ich win reo:r1 tate me nicely 

the t I at back into the h0':'6:1 . d the lunch toblas it will 

be s out. and the intriguing herbal 110 com1n 1': th ld.t hen, 

and th ~d af hoeing f!'QuI the garden.. And th talaphQl1 will ring. 

The y ~11 again 'Up into p b dy ret rn to 

I ~ t it no:t b f'ore1f3J\ leah as it l n t in de a suit 

0 , 

in th1s mrMn.!!t .... 

ion, P~., do I have 

in thr qUivering old m 

. ught tt:l1ngs for this bodyf And What conn ' t-
'f~~~ '~? 

th the fU~" hav I ~~. elf? 

who at b w:LU be p~ ... 

11f ., t .... m~an lunaticsl I 

.1on of my th the 

Or did sao ~1o~.i.,Q,st b .. n t 

. tart th? O1dIf my children ' it "¥ bi to 

bodie too , and y d1d it 1 th only ay ~Y kn • by bU .d1 , 

, • < and their sanityl Far , ltk all ~ven 
th' 

h, chi~~ ~s portion, d '.6S~d/the t upbrinng by ~ .th 

acceped p blia canons af scho Uno ,and, 



" , ad with guilt that I have only vi, ·ted Y ills . th, becaus , 

you knowt : ChUdr GIoI , I Q3re not 

to anyana. ev to mysel' • 

seans to ,It aeans .to Stay Ypu 

your heU ven h' , ? But I re 1 t for- he I In N York 

Q'A:f.fW the /fira f:1 1I1Ii1es •. th . ftlab Df pointmants an th 

Q'etlUCm and the h ~ong telepho : . ' tiona , squeeze 1 t .' 

a flea buming point at t centz.e of my h art I 

,t:lam t1Jally 9t) far that he ,ink of' h~s ,children 

of , D!! 'tiny d not thlr own, and as ciph in his " uld1ng 

hand" Th young are impMauJ)lel They trik , , and de tray th un-
cold 

~lnlJ " . 1 They hat th , raJf , 1ty that surpris th in 

1~ .year . I They Choose their parent with their own l1'e-objeot1ves 

cho sa to wham we 

b. bamJ ,P\tIr$U.S ,our destiny' e Q gods r devils 

of C'ild becaus VI t)ave thas~ .. gads and devils inside Ul"eelv8 '. 

build 

it ' . w modify it. VI . '~y fro :l.t---wh1chevsr s ' as our purpose beatl 
s 

Our ' . tin)' us fqrward an(S ,' :A ' this d tiny t mother and 

fath . and $1 tar brattlar hevcnl,y a seAling 1'01 r ,Th . you ar 

t maver l They . tch at tht;errion ~ th gol~her invent nothing.­

th . . brln~ nothing by way of· materiel~the1r revplutton and orig1nalJ. ~ 

d or th no-longer young! 

t thy do bring i their !!ping and iq:llacable destiny, ev~ if it 

14 towards auicid J U.3f~, to, ~seJ.ves . they would burn 11'e to t 

gnNAd. .. in his wa~na. to, the ~ld1rqj and the str s. 8noth ' 

1\1 up tGQ fa t 1., their ,eu;t th y ~ 

only use what they find.! .. heos can only peck at a . s them on th 



' ... und. d it 11,s that madifi th .­

Uttl do . hekn th t h h 

~1oQ th f , end th .tt. so far from h 'ling fomed th it 1 ' th ~ who 

that---<ltdn tt you ju. t 

in h1s 11fl oh 

Chose them, they ohoo in; hind Far ' are . 11 orid.ngl 

tiny · . . . tiny I He h:Lm elf', beginning to oldt 1. working 

h doesntt., hi.s 

A,,"",i"+U::.'" creature st . teh1ng 

toward$ hie future • Thi 1 why f 

dy (who does 'I ) t This is why h l' 

hi ' hsn~ into hi. pocket, ling wltb a stranger's 

iiOIP ..... ~1 H trying out other ,QOstum • other skin • 

for th · fut with 

iU., ione th 

ghterl 

ho spoke? 

b Qke one . of the t: 

at bitterly lllu$ivel I 

QViiIioYMQ births.· ...... r1l_s 

Th femily 1 of all 

'1.'nnAmantal 


