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The engineer and' I walked up the hill from the sea, 

slowly, to prevent. ourselves sweating. We were dressed 1n 

silk shirts and shorts, with white handkerchiefs knot,teo at 

each corner on our heads. We walked up to the stud~ed: door 

of La M1mosa. 1n sunsh1ne that was absolut.ely whit.e and b11'1ng. 

against the stone wall. 

The engineer was a smaller. man than me, a~d: plumper. He 

had a strong. flushed fao,e and pouting l~s, and' whe.n he s.poke 

he. tend"ed to snap his words.' out, !lith his ohin thrust ,forward. 

His stride was hurried and. rather ungainly, his. feet pOint1ng 

outward:s. an" ris-1ng with e~ch step as if he were treading things 

d'own in front of him. He seemed to say to himself, II I have 

more important things to think of 1n life than grace of movement .11 

He liked to talk a great deal, espec·ially about politic.s, 

arohitec:ture, military strategy and engineering., and he was a 

warm talker. He paid little attention to his c-lothes, but he 

kep.t himself very ale-an. Every day he used to wash hlmself a'own 

outsid'e his tent, and I woulcLsit on the grass talking to him. 

He would tell me about. his wife·, what a fighter she was, and how 

ahe dlsl~ked' weak habits in a man,. -- he'avy smoking, for instanoe • 

. She had' not yet a.ome out to jot'n him at t.he' camp. 

His manners weJre robust, deliberately so: he foun~' any 
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kind, of', effete behaviour d istaste~ful; ~E?" was himrs~l:.fC t,he son 

or. a 'qtl~~e;eal~~'ma:ntifaof.urer" in the;:~orth of E:ngland .• wh9 ~d 
,. ... ,~ p 1 _.. "" .. 

sent him into the 'millS a,s.-8 a:hl1d'" to !fork., among the- p.oor-'" a~ a' 

kind · of rui;d: gr~~mltig for, t.h~ ,~:orld'.. .~ T.hus •. the engln,f!l~r ,too+~ 
rath~r"a defiant and brusque a~t1~:ude, t~nd ing weakness'as 'in other' 

... ... ~. "'~r ~ • 

( .,' ... • .. ~ ~ --:; .~ ., 1'" . -
people to'o e~s-11y, a's' If.',he wlshe~ to~prov'e atiov:e:, a.ll·,t~t ·t'here w~s 

• ,<. .' • .~ ....M" ..;0... .... =1 . ' . ... -- . 

" noth1nS' soft,· in 'hlIm, 'and tba:~~ hls - feet were v'ery f,~mt.y on ,the earth. 
, ' 

I US.~dL to sit o':n the. graa~ ~wat·~·tiing hl~, as he 18h1ver~d; .. atx1, r,ubbs'd . 

himself' allover, t'aikfng f B,nd, "ia'uSh1ng. I remember' the thin black 
" • ~ ..... , rr· .. .,a 't"" ~. .. ~.. .... '" '. 

ha'ir over ,his c~hest and:' sh9ulders,' antr',tpn the bac:k 'of: ~is ruinds. 
=-, I 

In his. presence, I felt, not; a dhl1d",. but .a kind, o'r 'you'thful tal~t1ve 
... ~ ,#J, r'" ,. .. J 

_ -: J . A, .. " l . 4' .. • 

buc,k, ~ son, eye~, b'ut a,.s"o~ ve,ry "m~o~,ln hi.s f?-therts, ,~o'nf,1"de~ce.," 
'1" - _......... 

For I· mew 'he diGl not look on me' as Bqft •. i'. I was bare'ly "twenty-two 
~ 

.. -: J 'J-~ ~ .. 

B: t this time', a.nd he, must "have .b,een well 'over ~,h'ir,ty, so' tbat~ 
: .' ;.~"'" .1 ' , 

be,tween us' there was a ,cruc:1aigap of.' E?~,per~e.nce. 
'1 • ..... ... 

The d o,or opened 1n the ,dark 'recess -and. we' walked into' the . ,.,. ,.. .. ,~, t '.!' f .. 

.. ' shS.d d,!~,.where .at first we c,oulCil ,~ee nqt,hirlg,. One of'l the" wa1 tars. 

~l~d,. ~n Wb,l~e, II\'roS~d; the ~~o: ~eb.lnd U~+hd .~ne 'of:.:tche~'g1rlsc. on' , 

ttie otner s1~'e of'" tne room JUInged up fr. om he r cbai~: a nde' came ac ross 
" . 

to' us. Her name~~aa Badia. The" great thlc,:k' ma'uve curtains' -were. 
_ ' I . , 

'd rawn rIght across' '~he wind,ows ," anGL, the light"s were on. 
". . ,,.... ,,;" .. 

There were 

1ihree or'" four :g1r~,s ~1 ttl~g in 'the armd,;bS.lr·s~, a:t ~he 'oiller end, where ' 
• ... ~ ~. ,. __ 't t-~... • 

t~h~. c'~ub1~~les, were.··· ;Everrthing~·was" st1ll ,in t~s room, and eve:ry 
• . • , , • "'.' ,. t" 

.noise s~smed' smothered, ~beca~e oi" the ,t~iC!k P'~rsian carpet" the. . . ~ . 
~ ... ~. •. L~" - "Q",,'l 

'_ soft -arm~,~lrs ,ana se~t_eefJ~ an~, t'~ e;llIi~taln. Bad~a ~hook us botti' 

oy th~' ~nd" emil'ing, a~d' we·, s~t' 4,"o~li be'fo-r'~ 6n~' of the i~t,tJ.e' .. : , .. r . ., _ ,t' ..... ... 

COff~e:f~bles. ,_~e knew h,er fa~ bet,ter thall' ~e knew th+the~s'.' 
slnae we',.r'ound: 'it, ~asier: to talk' :to her. 'We stratc~hed· o~t our." 

'} 

l,':eg' s,' "'g. ~tt1ng as mUAb:' - ibl .p' 
,- \i," a,s pOSS .• ~ 0 . .1.. the .breezefr~m ,the whir.r..lng 

.. -fans above' u~, wli11e ~~e -sweat pourad down from~our.· brows', our' 

! 

-~ 



J~i 

.~; \.:-, 

'f 

',:- '\ 

t 
. "e' gS" .-:. . This. bre,eze ~f.rom the fan was, 

arm-pi ts and', tr6m be, ween our ~" . l. _ , l , " .' - .' 

1 hd
' hot by turns'. but; 1t. was ah, elt~raord'inary· telief att'"el' out"" 

co~ a " ;" , .. - . }' . 

'lO~S ,waik. ttiroug~, t~~ cs~re'~ts 8.\ !-'he.ed~e 0:'. tbe·s.~!i.'. : ' ' 

_ ,Badia was'~f~ Fr,ench-Arabextract10!1. 8. Chri~ti~n.' .whi~e ' 

.... ~"" ".' 

.' 

m~s-t oi ;the other gir,la. :were~ from Mosiem flimllies; , Ab'ov,e all., she, " 
, " ,JI":' ... _, • \... ..... "1,' 

I ~ ", ...'.," { '. ", "The mome'nt..:.the"', sa t~T d~own. they . " 
,e nj oyed' ta lIt1 OS t·o· t~he .. e ng1~eer·. 01, ,,! ;', 

• . . .... .. 4 • -

pagan tal1:tl,ngci~iehy to e'ach 0:t:-he~. w,n:Ue , the 're,l!:t of us b!i.rd):y· 
~. . - --:. . 1 ! ,. '" ., ",:'. .,.' 

. inoved~ ·in:- ~.ur at;alrS..' Tb.~y talke'd 'ab.put 'the. p~11 tlc~ . ~f' t.he , 
,., ,; '- .. '-. ' . _.' .. ' " . 

cO~'ntrY": 'about· -the .l.ates,t., coup' d" et,at and', ~.t'he 1l!iprlsonm:ent' of. the 

jt~~mer ;rime min:let,~r 'a'nd~ ~s, fa.,~ourite~i -ah~er~ laC'~~y ~.t·t~· a- ririe 

. ~ ,\ 
.. ... 

, .. 
1..1 •• 

, ' 

fac'e', and ~adla ,nodded slo~l.Y as -the engln~?r -told -h~r, ... h1~ poi.~t oft' 
... .,';A .r .. .. l.~...." '. l ~~ .., .. 

. view; everything', he said shesee@ed to' reflect ov~r J ,veery seriouslt'· 
... _ ...... , f ,t 

The ra was ,Ii n' ,a it: of 't he 'q ~een a b o~t', ~ r. -,8. - sp'ed1a.L .pa 1 lor ane"-
.... r. '--' --1""::,>2 r ..:........... - .. I 

·s.tll1nes.~,· _~s if she iwe.re a great'd'letS.nC'f? from U~'I 1.n breeding and 
• ) , ._ '. #'. ,.~' J" 7;, :'., " r ,~ :. 

even' body I ,so that- hat' ga,ze c~ould. sometimes" be m'os:t dls-turb1ng I eo 
1,.' ' • ,~, "" • 'I.~" .. ' : ... '. , :' • '_ ;~ .• I " ,~" .. 

f.ull of knowledge', ~9 .~ o91 .. atld· u~t~,~ly calPl'. "He"~ - eyes. were ra ther 

.. . 

r 

~:: . ~ 

la·rge .f.O: her fa"'oe, and their·depth.was. emp~.eJsed by:_.~her pall~~. 
J ,. .' r 

S'he was.'not :really pretty ,.'"mqch jl'~B8" b~aut.i.fu)., "'but t,he;e was some> ~ . 

. : ki?d of ,~trang~' twist in ti.'e~ .featu.r~s. perhaps about' ttie mouth, 
.,.. T5 -1. • 

. ':' whic;h ~de One ,wa'nt -t'o w8!tch, I:,ler, i'n' Sil~rice' and to· be 'withher~ 
I. ... .... .. f' 

~T~~e' Q~,q.er. girls Jwere ·eSP.~~1allY' pol1:~e t~'o .her:,. in'deference too .her 
;. ,~ }' ~ 

slow aloof.ness-. J 

'~he previOUS. eV~~lng;. I had. ch6s'en her ~rom,amoi;lg·flve gl~ls. 
"-"". '-"; 

T here' was s: mu~e '. thOug.htfulne'ss 1n' h.e~' face, as,!!f she t;latl suffered 
~ r .,. .... .... 'l''' .. 1:""' 

to'c ~·much, a,nd as it: .~he'< ~rievi to,O .. ~~Ch' 'about the "lworid • ... ... ' , 

an lnsol;Efnceto' -tCh~~h her. The ',p·revrous e''ve7n' ing'\- h' -' . s e·.an~: I.'had,been' 

t 

f 'j. f .. t· r ~. J 

away fr,om ,o~r armQha~r·s tez:' 'hard~y mor~1 .~ban· flv'e or· te o. minute's, aml 

then I ha~_Jefi the "c~bie'le' fe,el1ng that I had' done nQ~tdn8 ~ore 
" s.1.gnlf·1ca.~t·.:than al t.er the pos1 t1'O~' of my··.. " .. , ~ •. • ,'_ _ ."' legs" arid t,hS,t. r.' bad 'never 

In. fact been 'close 'to h ' -er.:. When· s~e ·was in 'her ,armC~ha1r .again, 

.\ -' 



",r" ' '~ressed, her b8.i;' CO~b~d' a'm' i:i.' i1 tt1e ~c:ent' spraye~ on the naPe of, 

her neck and' behirxl her ear":,,,~ she.~was, ~~c,e:"m,ore -ere,c.f." Witbdra~n, 
: alone and proud,,'$s s'he had heen before.,' " In the, cUblcile I had : 

. . ' .: ,t" . I .' I, • 

more or less -obeyed .her will, and" she had, s,l.~ulated warmth, half 

c'onVi~c:l,~g me a,~d half no"!.. ~~t ~~!a;s, in" c'o~nd, "w~tc'hing, ~~d 
.... , ,. '" , 

biding he~ t'lme,,::t6.en'·dec~,dln8 f~r. me. ~ 
.~ I 

,A thfn- wh1te' Shai't,.·o~ aunlig'ht came 'on to-the carp~t: from 
.' 

a, space b~tweei; th~ c'ur t,a ins , 'so that oui" eyes', staring drowfji,ly ". 

d own; ~hone Wlt~ th~ retreo;ti~n lri"the ~ot. ~lf-darklJ.ess. The" 
lor .. '.... 

J • 

·long, softly carpeted ro,olliseeDi~~,~ar~.oge.the! without desire, but 
.. . , ~ ... . ~ 

full of a' -Wls,tfu1, qUietdreaining, wb,ere. tb,ere' ,were ~o ,bqdles,. only 
- Ii '*'.. .._ .... po, "i 

thol:1ghts. We~tal~ed, the fl va Qf.' ~', as: it. we had Elll:- been' chil.drEil 
t ' • 

together; and~ our word's" flOWed ~u:t,. e~s11y from' the most pr~va te , . 
.. -; ... 

.:if .6' •• 

'iI!lsginable' memQr~.~s. 

Aftep' '~ome time'8 young,. FrenQ,hman woo' worked~ as anor't.1cl~1" 
... 10 • '". 11 

at 't~e port came'ln, hardlY disturbing the hot half-sle,ep into which . ~ 

the f'.ive Of U8"seemed to have·· .. : f~llen, so., sleep. with, words" am ca,lm 
.. .' i ~ 

" , • ;. ~ ""{ .-~. '. • >.. " " -: ". 

sml1es,' Badla ,turned, .1n· her chair and nodded t'o, hlm a.s he st'o~" 
- , .. ... 

Silently 'by the d'oor. He ,.boYie(_t'o. tier,; asiim, Pale ,young'.man, very 
, • ]. .... ~ k .... r' 

S hy -1 Qoklng, ,b,ut ·he' d ld not gian"c.e at ·tbs 'r es t ·of us'., ,Bad 1& called 
. • ~ 1'. ,. ..._ • 1 " ,: •. _. • 

,out,' "Samla 1 ",' lIi. , the'd irection . of" the k'l tc ruin •. while, he contlnued 
• ...: ... 1· .- .' ~ _ _. ". " .' '-.:" • .. 

to walt, stand.ing.· I. hS.~ sae,n hlm oitce ~efore, o~ the-:previ'ou~' 
, . evening, and he bad sat at the other e,nd Of 'line r,o'om" qul t'a apart 

. . '-'. ,,{, . " 

" froIIJ. e~ery one els.a,. wl th the youngest and qUietest 'ot the glr1s' '6n 
• \ ' .. - , .... I'. .,' • < 

hl s knee. They seemed bard 1y ~ to talk toea c h ' other, .. but simply . . . 

gazedlnto each ot.her"~ ey~s., ,~trokl~gj'~ach other l1gh:t1y' with, the 

tlps of 't~elr:f~ngera, 'and klsSl~g"e~dh"othe;odcthe brow, 'se1doni on 

t~e :l1ps. .. Now" when ~~m~a. <:~J!ie fran t~~ kl tcpe~~ ,ane: wen~ ~~ral~ht 
,across to hlm at. the do~r, al',together "dlsregardi~, the"rest .0:( 'us' , 

. ",.,. . ' " _." 
,and Ifa

nd
-
in

-nand'thEiy walked to the "same ar~e'hal~ ,~s "tiley bad Used" 
<i.iD..X~Uix.B1.2.X . . 
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. '~ the rilgh~ before. T'he ,g'iris: w~o._Vfe~e ',tal;K:1-ng, to the engineer ~r:id' 

myael~ dld . r:i~t ·s~lle. b'u~ 'Ele~~ed" q~ite ,ac~us;tom~~ to th~S behaviour. 
~ . ~ Do,..... 1, 4 ~ _ .~ ... 4..,' 

One .of ·them saw' me' wa to hing t'b.-e c,.oup~e. 
.. ~~ ~ .. ,," J 

t!They .~~~ ld ':iOVG-,u .she told-me., "~e .wa~t;s to mar.~y her.
1I 

,.. .., - .. , . -, J 

1: le~ned. torward .. ari! asked her ~by the'y. neve,~' went ,~n~o on~ 
• ~~ • .. '!! "If' 

of the cubicles. ... 
,t' '.; 

I.-
'" . .' 

'-. -. j '" "Beoause. he:':6a:h~·t d6. ~ t, n., she' said ., 
, . 

• iBut' "·~e: .1s" in love' 
t ~ "I ..... ~. 

lI." .. ::" !Io. i. 

with :h~r~ - ~ I~-'bave' ne'~er'-~,seen' tw 0- p"eC?ple'more 1n l~ove '. tI 
.. • jill _ _ .-. • II oJ. 

~- .' A,~d w'nen r,,:Looke,f· a~,ros's~ ~t .him agaf1n I did se"e"a cert~in' " 
'.' f. .... ,:'- ~ . • , .. 

r...... ~~ .. 

pass~i~ve .dellca~y :1n him, ma,klng~ his fac,e seem: unduly, tend'~r', a-nd""_ 
<I l ' I . ~.' .... I. • 

und·uly. h!-lrtable •. :·· I ,did ::rio~ ~~~e to. feei that he, -feared' us all; . 
• ~ , ' • ""' -'t • ~~ I, .... .It.. 

esp~p~allY ·ehe ~nSl~e,~r a~~d_~'s~lf, _.both of, ~hCnm"he ~ha~-s~en g·o. iI}.to 
~. '.. ~ ..... ~... .. .. ~ ....... ". • '-:0- _. I l ....;- ,£ .. 

th.e. Qtbi'c;les oli l:t.he p,revlous '<?v~iPi!lg.,~ Yet .. he was so' q;hee'rf'~l wi,th 
.. ." ..... t" .,;~ ~_ • .~ ..~.., • t 

.- the' girl.on li1s "knee, so l~ingly absorbed in her~ 

fingers' do~n 

tha t he must ha,ve 
\""-'" ' 

- • ; J. l>' ~ , 

shut~~t ~ea10~t". ;:1 sa';" ,him, rU,nthe:'t1Ps of his 
. . -. ... . ~ . 

he,r. nos'e, slowly, vilth a~ l.ook thiit was full· of pride, 

been able to 

prid'e-::ln her ·e.xfs~enq.'e, oeleb~atlng he~ -~wful,:nearn'ess to -him. - . 
f' 

, : t turned ~away" 'no,t'· want1ng' to e~barrasa' hlm, aI¥i' ~l.apped 

my ~iids for~' ~ne "~f the- warier-s" l~,,~,t~r'kitClh~~~'~'" After a ;ew 'moments 
.... - ... ~,~. "j " .... _ t ~.. ~-

he came, and'''.r" oi-d~ered co.t~·e~.' tor.:'the- ~e~inee~ and m'Y8~lf.o I· 
t .. ""!t.. '!': .. ... ~.. ~rt.. ~ .. "'..... :. I ~ 

notlc'ed ·that 'one, of the girls, slttlng' ns:x'.tto Badia, "fIas. st~rlgg at . . 
•. ~ .. .. ... .p '': 

m,e as ~I d ld so •.. Sl?-~. it was 1. baa' w~tc;~d on the .prevtou's evening. 
." • ... -'. ... .1'1 'ff' ~ ' • ., .... 4- .. oJ" • 

. ~~ t ¥ 

... The walter·;ben.~ d'own and .as~ed, me~ uWill you bave'milk?" 
• f ,.. 

~ .. .... '.. r .... _ • '" _ 

I, thought. for' a mbment, - then sald, "Yes ,pring, me: wl;lite '. 
.. .. ~ ~ r ..._ 

'~, cOfree. n' '-

. .' ~t." 

~. -, The girl ~m11ed·· a-or'oas a t" 'me ~he.n I 'said thl~_s.' 
~.. ~ . -

her head.·"ba~'k against, "the· arDlc,hai~' .ana' ·~inlJ..e~.~ drowslry',' ga,zfng~ ~it 
She ieaned 

.... r •. 

me, her eyes barr~" a::imps~. c,19sea.- Tl?-~'n"-.She'-asked me, ';DO you, 

want milk?" She put her band under her brea~t and lifted it .sl1gh~1' 
then saler, -'it I t;la:ve ~'11k~ u - ". 

,...........,.'-----'-..--!~.--..-
-~~ .. ~ ---....... \, ' 

, 
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" ' 

" She .'bad:pUr~,,:A.d-eii"cate ·A~:rab ~ea1?ures, aslim
r 

fa,c,e. and, 
. . ~ 

~1r 'd,o*n to)'!!dr-'shoUldeJ;'s; es.~~cia:ilY ·lier:.eYes~ were fi~e.· 
- • r.. • - ~ , .. 

"."1 ,smiled, at her ~.m,,-polnted t~a~ds ons of. the:c,ublcles: 
'. 

tt foP' 'II-,j fter' .the o~o .1l.ee .'~ .. 1 
- T'. ...... ~ 1iJI... : ;J .. "f _ ., 1 

, , :;'Tha p~ev.l~us ~vsnlilg. 'ws ',had' ~rd~i '£:pOken to .eacn other" 
, i 1 . 

.. ~:nd~ It 'oru.~ re!ll~mbs; -tha t ~ a F~encti p~licem~n _t:,rom the ,~o~t had .. c·Oms 
~ ... ....... " ~ '1 

·· .. i~ and'· ordered~ he~'"lnt'o oqe' of~ th:e'c':1bic:,le~ st::aight.· ~way. m. 

. was' ~~a~ 'a~d~~ d'rowsY. -~1t'q. th~hea t'", bU; i w~'nted _t~ ~.o':-~1th' her . rio~ 
~ ... ~, .~." _. I _.......... t.... ! 

l' becau'ss' 'I" c?Uld'" r.io~~.,..~.o~ge1i .. "~he" ei·p~~ss,lon 1"n ~er eyes. ~ It· s'eerned 
.;- -.. .. '., cwo'" . ~ A_. 

~,to. m'e·that· we" nsede~' t'p-a prlva~y ~Of· Or;l~·~Of,.,the cub.~cles l'n' order to 
.. ' ." t,o, • . _ I • '. ".} '0' •• ' " ,."" ~ , 

.. 'r" 'stars,.m,ore' closely-~ .1~t~o ,each; o~he~~"B f~ces, mucn as the silent 
..... ,j, :t' ( .. _ • 

.', 

. .-
I co uld ile ver ba va -believed tba t ~-ouple- ~eray .dOl~ .a~'· t~fs:momef?t,., 

~ 'l" , .~ I'~ 
... .,.. ,.,,"- '. , 

thls "girl only want/ad mo~ey.Jb~c.a.li"se of 'the tendern'ess'of her smile., 
~. ~... 01 • . 

h wlrlc~ had happened sO suddenly, the moment the, ~a~ter "had mentioned 
4" ',. 

41. ... " 

ml.1k •. Dur-ing' ~tbat moment our eyes met and we Understo~d ea·ah ,other, 
, _ t ' . ,. . '.' . ,'" ' '~:,'" ,j... t.. .. 

in 'a 'smile thlft "was __ ',a.lto~ether ,u~sa:laci,ous. S~e learied-. ~r head 
, . _ 1 • _ l _ r -', ." • If. • . ...." - ~ 
back' ag~~nJ. ·watc'hlng me'i~ her -slim- bodYlstr~tc.:hed out in .her ChaIr. 

• .. f ",," ,i"'. ',t 

. ,'- Ba~la got up .and_ ~~d.' .. h ~ '~u .. ~~· tielp. witll, the 'COffee;" 
"" .." _.f' L.:" 

None ·of.: th~, ot+her gfrls "V~.~lt·ed 'tne ,iritchen, "!e~cept Samis, 

:~ho nel~ed ,·wi.t~ th~.a90kl;~. ,Only'~Badla seem.ed -to want .. to .take 
.4 _..,... ... If ; ~ ..... ,"; 

~ull. ~e~pohsib'l~lti~':!fO~' tlJ.e "g~e,~t·~ •.. ~-f' She liked thei; .9~·ompany/; 

-8'S she 1.1ke~: the engineer"'~,i 's~~; wd\ii~r':see' th8:t -the Wa.lt~rs "looked .... 
~ r.#. ~ \.: I~··' ,i"· : '. :. , .. "" - .. ' .. .. t .. .~ 

B:~ter. them' and d.~d··'_-:not brIng - them, dirtf ~'~ps, or'" wsak - 6~of.fes.. In -,: 

,all tW:,~ she benayed. ~lth·,';on.d~~f,ui "grdc'fJ, ve'~y fO~maland Ivl thdrawn; 
.. I....." .. .. -..., ,. • It" 

", _. ·ttA~~. Y C;>u tak1ng her?" .. t·h~.-englnee~. asked m~', -point~ng to . 
'. t:: .~ 1·r .. ~ 

.... ~he:.:glrl~:.wno'" 'ha~,.J~st smiled ~t me:" I nodded, "'and 'he,'sdded: "She 
- ... -, ,. ,. ... ...,. . " 

,is very beaut'tful.. But t 'm ':not· .. ·~~terest~'d in beaqty. •. '~ 
... ..... L .... ... .. " .:t .. .... r_ 

~ I~ .tOl~ tiim t~a:t, lie lik~d Bad'a~, .and he 'said, "Yes.: I can 
~ ~.. .. r ~ "" ~ t • 

. talk to her. . - ~ . ,- . 
',I -' can .,imagine ·l:?elng~·. wi t-h her for ~hole ~ours to~·ether •. 

I' oan '1mail~e' her looklpg ~ft'~r:·me. 

u.iea ~QJ ~:t1 ~ ? ,~ 
What does beautY!ll~an, 

" . 
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I had- forgotten wh;ich of the g1rls he had taken on the 

previous eve-ning. But the experienoe dld' not please him. He 

c~ame baak to his seat looking stern. He wanted' to get aw~ as soon 

as possible. He wa's. pere-mtory with the wafters when they came, 

bark1ng out his orders and' s,tamping his feet. People were u~ually 

in gre'at awe of him when he. was like this, ana' t-hey tended to 
, 

bustle round' h1m" esp~c,1ally it they were servants. He had small, 

fierae eyes under bushy ey~brows,~ ano' one dld not begrudge such eyes 

a feellng of awe, becauee there was warmth and mercy in them as well, 

never steeliness. He had'" a patr~arahal, hot fury .• He told me no 

more than that his, experience in" the cubia-le had amounted to 11 nothirg 

or as' good as nothing,." 

But this afternoon there was no fury in him. He was leaning 

baok in his c.hair talking rerntniao'ently and" wait,lng for Badia to 

return from the kitchen with o~r oQftee. 

. When she had sat down again and· the aoffee was before us on 

th~ little tables, he asked her why 8Cs had ever aome here, to La 

Mimosa. . She aid no+nswer at once. Her gaze c.ontinuetil to be 

d'lstant, altogether (fevoid of any private message to other people' •. 

Even ·though she looke6l JOu in the eyes, you dld not feel that you 

were b~1ng looked' at so much as' watched, even Judged, or simply 

star.ed through as a cai'pet. 1s stared through by thoughtful, adult 

eyes. 

,She told us .that it was just work for her. That work 

had nothing to do with the body J much leas wlt.h her desires, for 

ahe . allowed herself no ple·asure. I remembered how she had 

whis,pered urgently to me, to finish 1t, and I had instantly obeyed 

her • 

. The other girl. who had smiled at, me told her something 1n 
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a low "'Volce" 8a["Bs!dia 'sa1tt"~ro .·me ,: U~ne wa-!lt"s; 'you to go w1tn her •. 

She has' fall-en 1n 'love .. \Vith you.lI
- • ~ , 

~ . ,'. .- ., J -

, , fiLet- me ,flrils'h, 'my.' oof~e~, It ~ I answeres-i
• Then I tw;'O'ed to 

.' • .' '~;':. -: :1 -': • - .-. • It . ". . ,: '-

.the eng1n~er and ,~~ked ".him, u~hat' ~1rl ~ you d,O.?_ But ,be.· o~ly ~_ 

shrugged. I f'i n1shed ~y corte'e a rri g~t· up slowly.' I\ '!Yal~ed 
'" .. .~ _ - .. 'r .. - .. 

a ar os ~ tot b,~, ot'herg 1r.l a ift_ .~ r e~ : ~e~- by.''-·t ~e '. ha nd: to,' her. t e 6_t ... aild' 

I together we. vi~rit_ into" on~~ o:t,)til~ roubic.:le~'~'· B~fore we'- closed th~ 
... I' t_ or ... 

. door the Madame', a s'11.ent, m1d~:1'e':'aged Iwo~an-,. came ,in: Elnd :[ payad 
,11) .. ~ "' .. _ . ~ Jo;- ....... .. .. 

'. ' her'. Po e ,. 

~. • .-'. .,J .. ':" • ~.~ 

t', When we were alone a:gai~ tbB S·7r.!1 t~rned away.-from me aneii: 

oegailtaking ~rr .he~ ,(l.res.s • .' Sh~" ~~ ({~n. ~aked' on.,\h8 be~' ,and 
looked uPJ a t me, wi ~h ~p.e· same' tenq.le~,' ra ttier :wdinde~lng., smile· I had 

• 'j .",1.. .t. - .~ ... ":- , 

s,een i~, the o'tfier' ro~m.. :,·She =18,Y with he.r la,ga open,~ aDa he'I- arms 

held" out'" on a1 thers-1d='e ,'~ off:er1ng ,herse,lf. 'uP,. a~ ~. tie~ body, vi'ere,' 

of no acc .. ount, whatsoever. 
1 , 

, I·,did not, feel Bpame 'aa r·· gaze'a at her., 

, ~ 

but .. a":klnd of smotnered 'self:-r·epr.oval, that no man ehouid :see another ' 
" .. 010 , '1 ..... -I -t.: • • '" ~. ..., ~ ":"....... ' 

be 1ng in th1s 'way, des 1ri,D£f agd: ye t not d~s lr.1ng;,.~ 8':"8 trang'er yet ~ot 
"' -.' - ~ t r I • ,M ... 

a stra~er, ~a-,lover arid ye.t'bY~ no"means; a lover; 'O~lY 1n h~r face 
l:.. ...... '~. I ,,. ... .:. .. 

we're the~e· st-lll ~he teride~r messages" she" had-- :passed. to me" -1n sHirles' 
• I: l ' ~ 

.~ 

~ not long -before. Her gaz'e wa·~. t.he same, · her mouth the .. same: but" r. ~ 

-' 

. h~r . body. -was' wi th~ut any .. m"ea,nl ng- for ,.zn~. 
. / ...... ; .. t.' 

,~ , 

, ,~ lay'. d,own over- -her, ·~nd,~ she' .drew my,'head tC)w~rds~ hS'rs, 
..... _. ;:.. • J..,..... ,t ... ... ~:-.....,. ., .. 

grlpp1ng.me,.at.~the.baQ,:k of the' nec:k. : From that'moment, until we 
, r' .... -.. L.. .. . ..... ~ • r-'\ ... _ • 

left "ttie roo:fil!, Sh~ beca:me ·onJ.y t·~ua_h. for me. . she" be.came antone, .1 

and'ur:1versai': ' -Her faae_:~e~~~e. 'great eye!3' :herhaj.r: a' da:rk, ~ot ' 

:. Ef3panae. 1n m;y:., faaal h:er ' ;t.ip·~', '~u1 te·'l:llii.mel~ss, ;e'r~l;' wet" and r.ea~-i v1t& 
•• ~ _ l,- .. .::, . ~.. : 

belong1~ to anyone. .Fro~ t~~ 'moment we tou~hed e'sch other we ,_". 
. ,... ....... - ,.'-" 

became stra'n~_ar-s. Whe,n, 'r grew eX9~1 ted", she pushed b~c,'k my h,ead "'W:i:th~' -
, ; 

t.he palm Of, her ha·nd ~galnst. my, brow. am, ~alG t.o me _with a smile, 
T , 

flWha. ·,t .. "ls t· he malt' ter?" , C ,y~u ~e' l1kf:l a sna'ke.'" <.' r- asked her, "why a 
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sna'ke?'" ahd ·she replied~·. tlyou are' 80 lo~' artl t writhin&,'like; a 

.. snake ~it,h a \Vhit~ 8kl'n. u-:: W~" d'i8a.~v~re:a. ea.<?·h other's strangens··ss; 
... ,., '" • ,,.. J .. l' .., foo :f .. ;') 

. "no':m~re.' . ~It~ 1s rare "t~t.tw·o, st'ra~fJrs"~ ~'re·; joined by a: sud~,en,,~ 
• ',." I ' 

t"":engulflng, :f~ml11ar1ty,,'.·lse!\~,l.n~g from the·'.dark, sp.eecbl!3's's places 
Is' .." ' -. • -.r ~ ~~ ... 

," beyond the world~, l1ke nii~aoll~s.' S~"e wata~bed me gOI ~through the 

, r.~di~ulOUS: mimicries 'Of'~pa~S'1~n, fO; there vi~s._11ttie des1re '1"n 'me, 
, , ' I"· j " ~ 

.. -~ and· s'he, w~t~ n:~d me w1th" 'tae ea~e" o;ooi ~~·z~:-, w'han I un(rerwent fny" ". 

·na.mel~ss secret1on. We"s,ot. up 'from tbs bed;. am) I,- wo·n:r.e~ed why. 

, . it bad'~een: neciess~ry' for: u~ :to' mQve fr~m' "~tir O~l~s',ln t~e' ot:~er 
,..., ~I 

'ro'o~;',Where, at
L 

least we had~·'be-en, able: to smile· at ~a'c,h ;.other'. 
.. ~ t......, I ... 1': .~ 'IC "' .,..... 

.' ';'The eng.ine'er 'am Bad~~.:we~.e stll1,ta;lk1ng .. !Vhen we re~urnea: 
-. ~ .. ..:. '..,- .... 

,to the ot'Q.er ~qom. . Th~re ,was th~·.-saine·. heavy, r.'e~'ln~sc:ent: air, 
~ .- • • I • 

a'horn 'Of ill desire, 1n this place. ,He'· was ,loii1nS.~ back ··ln~ his .~ 
, . . 1 .... c'" ~.. , • ~. . • • _ " ." • .' '. ......'. • .~+ ' " ~ 

c:ba1r, .. ,sm~t1ng, ~s he \told, h~r tfi€, ... ~·ridi of .. a s·tory abou:t ~ j obi of.· his'" 
~ ~ ~... !. ~ .:' -- ~. 

in Cauca~~a ~ They .. sp.C?k-~# very' q~~etlY. .!Vhen we' vial'ked' 1nto- ~Jie . 
~ 

. .' '" ...,' . ,.,. - . , .. .~ . ' 

,room ,1t wa,s""like: coming baek"lnto a temple·" suddenly withdrawn fro1Ili' . . ,; ,. ~ ~ 

nOl~~ :~nd-pe~Ple Int~' a. hali":dark ~i~OW'~d:- st'1unes's-~,whe;e 'no 
" 

.. r~ '] .... "'" t' t :.... I ~ .t_ 

appe:t;1t,es .. could, ,be, qu~c'k.en~d or· ~ve~ '·r.e.cogn1s·ed.'.~ .. I t'o'ok the glrl"s 
.. • . • • l ~~. ~ ...... 

... , .• . '. . ... .. • '" _ ..... . r ,~ t·· • .... ~ I ';.. • 

r hand .• and~ 'help"ad her" i"n:to a· c:,ba1r.·,·i then" I 'wa~ked' acr.oss· ,to· my \ own. 

': 1Ja41ad'id' 'not ,,'1ook up' ~i' nie~ ~ ~ 'the ,englri~e;' 'only' n~d d ed bri e'h~ ~ 
.' suil, 1~ tIle 's'U~nt af'term~th:,;Of his st'ior~'.': ;he' gl~~ I had',.be~~ , 

~ ~ ... ~ _ '4.c-,.. ...... ~ ... ~ "" . 

- w:1t1i n~' s'e~med, tr~~.. '-She}jOOked, up a:'!!. ',the' ~lh .d:?Q~ "n~w a_De. ~hell.': 
wait~ng' for, newc~ers.. Baaia ~as" ieani~g ·f.o;war.dJ~ looking: ci~wn " 
';. .~, '\ • .- • .)'"'1 ~ .. . ... 

'~a ~ t'he, na1is o~. he~ ~rig!.l.t~. band', 'ab.out -:to ask the engl~ee;' a~'o,ther 
q~e'st1~n. " :s-~~ ,she d'ld ,ri.ot'.speak. - , " J , ~ 

.1 ~ --- ~ ~.. ~ ....... .....:... , .... If:''' a.;' t,t, • ~ J 01 I 

:~: ~ - ~f~er, a ,1Qng s1~enc~ .. );le~. b_e'n~- .~.owar.d s her' and whlspe~eQ' 
!\ '\~. •• ' r- '- ... ~ J ., 

aome'thing. -.I •• Sne nOdded, spd l:f~" ~ook a w~llet~"rroIii. his- ~Od'ket~ 
.. ~ -.. ' • .1...... '" _.. , .. ... -

She to,oli: -sever~~ notes't:r~m ~i~. a~' :weF~' t'~to' the kit~hen. nQt: " 

:,::~l:~~~:~~:::~:"h:w:;~.:::h a: '::;~ __ .slrt~ler'a'n: ~a~~l1Y did. '~l. He wat~hed 
• hal1'~sml~~j,ngrX:~~Sl:0tk 

~,.. L 
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When ahe returped'· he got '~p," ra,n?~"together" they ,1e.ft I t~e::-roOIIL and 
J.... • ... .."- • ~ ... ~ - ~ t~ 4- .,-

wen~ "along the. Q:orr:1cfor to, one of. t'~e -fur,thest cub1G~1~a... .. ,The, 
• .t. "' .... ~. " ~ " .#"._. : .. 

~ It. '" " 

g.~r1. 'opp'os1te me had ~losad her. -ey'e~~ and' ~ too stretc.~h~d in my I -' .~ 
( .. '" r· - ..... " ~ '" .,...( : ~ 

c;ha1r'; wanting t6·s~eep. -",. The you~g Frenc;hinan wa~ .. ~ti,~_l wh~8pe'rfngr 
• .......... • ;. t. .......... ''''. ,. ~ ~ .. ' 

toh1s giiil" i~ 'the c'qr.ner '. ~n~ ~t,he_, ~s11~nae c·qnt1nue~, for mor~ tha~·. 
• • f ... of ... ~ -~.... ,~ I,' ....., "1_ 0.. t : 

hSlf.-an:'hour, as' 1,f e'ach of~ ~s wer~ Pa~aly'~e,d:'w.1thin,·lt" ~~~ns.f11red.~ ~ 
, _ . ~... IL...... "' .. -

into :the moti'onl~~~'al f.urnit~_e of:l.~ '~he ~ori~,': mere things wh1c3h ' 
..... ",~..~.. ... ,~ f· ~-::. .',,: "", j. 

haPpe:~ed to ~reathe·., >.'.' ". : .. ::., t_ •• "" 

;r sudde,nly ,there-~V[.as, a .~9ise behl:~d u~;'''~'he d,O~~ of' the 
; 'J •. ,,.... •• -

d'lsta:nt' cuble,fe ·~W:·s~ .. open" and. tb:e gll!"l oppos1.te .me:. ·~~ta~ted:··. . We 
• , " '. ~. '... ' ';p" ., _." ~ '.." -. ~ ." ' . h' 

could;. hear; 'the EH181neer"s .. qtilcJr," loud ate,p doWn the. c;orr'ld'or,' a·m'. 
.... : • "', ~ ~"" , ' _," •. < ,.., .P" 't' ~ .. ":, - .. ' '. ... ,. 

--his. c.~ugh. I turned round c-to_ wa tch. him enter the' ~OO)ll~ He 'was .. 
, . ~' " _. . ~ .. -~ . . ,. -, 

very awake now. He .10~keg·'''~~~ra~t?~~, 1~tfOr~.my, eyes'/a~d his ~a~"e 

B'ee.med to teli m's,: '!' I"~ b.a.V'e. Just· had.' a t~ iumPh.·:~J -:ije wal ked qu~cltly."' 

to his seat a:gain. th!3n e'{aJ;l~e,d h~S baJ?~a aiid;·~~ute~.:";·B¢Y:i'. -Boyl" 
." ".... _ .. , _. ...' I '. ,(' -. '.: I : !. .. 

A't once, t,he' w~lter came hurry-ing 'from the .. ·.kl tc~hen, ,and'" tue 
• ' ::" '. ~" {' .. , .. " .. - -'. '.. ..' • . " ... .1 .. , • 

:. t .: e~~ln~e: g~ ve h~rri' "his, ~Qra-e~; Wl~h-:-f1erjCe .. ,·re1ishA·t~Brlng~:!:Ue ~bi~ck . 
,.,.. t'" .:. ~ o!'- •.• • " ...It .l ~. ~.... ~ . -. ...... ..., .' .- - .' - ." 

J coff.ee', ':the'7blac:kest ~of:L:ee you have ever· ma,d'e1·!,t. ' ...• 
'.. ~ • :'.:.. ,;' . ."......,... "'"'. .", I.:i _ ' -:-',. . - _ 

.... :; H~ 09 l~nger lea,n:ed back In'';his cha~r-, b.ut' tapped:·hls f~et 
" . :' ~ .. r 1.· ~ - '-~ : .' :...... , 

n'~,~,vou81~ ori the f,:l:o.or;;,bent iQ~ward,"wlt~.his elbdws'-ori his"kiiee'~.-
• ., _. ':.,,. , ._ '., •• ' .,... 1.' .>.. ..' • 

H~ .~l:lrned. t'O .me -quick~y. ; ~ :" 
'''_'f " ........ 

" 

~'t • ·u'! made her enj oy ·lt~; .. ~1 the'· said.. f1 She' at"r~g·g~1.ed'.~ 1;> 1 t, 

·s he O~l~a. ~ but: i ma~·!3· ~e~:: ~nj oy·' it;· I, b;ok~'· her,-·do wn 1n ttie ' end." 

.. ! .: T~e-~ot~; .g1~~ ·wis-~:t·Q;h1~ hXln st'rahgel~.; ~;··~mouth a. .-, 
_ • .. ,~ ,t "" .,..... r ~- • 

'-f ,li ttle . .' open. The young' F;enc:~ n ba.d 'rr1s ~n a ~ was'· ·:~a·y iDs· g~·od~b;e 
:. to his .lo~er~':'·. ·T~r~~w~~"~:·:no.~s e ·fr6m ·'the ~~1~e;be·!l':·'~S :the· ·b~is' . 

• ". • .L-' 

~urrled" t·o ... snd fro. Eyer'yt'~ng:' now see~ed b,ustle 'S;nd "noise ~ [... All· 

. ~he_ atillne·ss· ~d' gon~ i -·~ii t~dr~WS~neSe/had .l~ft ~ur:-eyes.·' It 

waars it· hiss~dden en~ranc~ ¥4 brpUSht t~w~Ole -wo.rilil' t~bUng; 
; i" I\.... wi .... 

b~c;k into our "to~b-ilk'e; room:.! .. ·He' Yla,s ~w1:~d't.1ngl his ~hU!JlbS round 
f 

..... --

. 
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h 't' d hls"fee,t. '-Wh1~t1,ina sOftly'"tO hlmsel:C __ .s'nd ·'~~und~'. ~s' e ~p:pe, ' . ," C _ " , , 

_:. When. ~sd.1a 9ame 'sije 'was ,?O longer >' a, -qu~,en~ "~ She came 

.. bac:k to·"the"~' room· like; &, ~Ji11d; "Shy' 81'1d'! U.p.willl"~ t~ ente;- the 

.. ~~ , ....... ". w: . -- '11 .JI_. r '" .. ,p 'J !\, • 

, c:ompany oJ'. st~angers·,.1 ~,~sp.e l;,oqk.~d' .. 8~out, ,the :room'. ne~v6us~y .f~rdm-
"". - .. ..,.. I' .... .... 

:'" -r ~ • __ .... 

the aoorway.... . She wa1k;ed .wltk;l. her', sho4;tdars slightly bC?wed,. hez::' 
:' .. I _ • ..t" 0' ~ ~ .. • ~ Ji. .. :II- !. ~ 

hair' was still d 1Sheve,lled'!' ,a.nd"it:':w~S! 'easy. to se~ :that:sh~ ~d'" 
. , 

." 

• ..... .... -i.. .. I ~ 

:to liul\~Y~ with t,he cOf;t;ee, then a. taw m~~ents tat'er 'she, hr"ought 1n 

the, ttlay', herself~ , . Sh~ '~e't'lt, dO~~.,1~ ~~ont 'o~ ~he ~'ngin~~z; and 
", f ~ .. ' f ., . 

lO~.ked-:· h'i~. ruil ~ri ·the, ey':~s, and.~ ~he. gs'ze tQ.ey, shflr.ed c~a;'nce1ied out 
I 1" .... 

all the rest ,of the room', and"pron~:)tmced ~ ,mome'nt only they of all <t~. 
1 • 

" 

.. people," in the worl:d had .known.-
• ~ J .. • .--

-' " .;." ..... ~ , .' -{ 

~he :s,at down <'~ga1~ and .glailc,~d; "about her qulc~ly, ~.oo1t~ng" ..... 

tor scimetnlng to dp~. . -She "a's-ked_ me' w_he:iher r- w~s 0.'om·:ro~tab1e, but 

w1thciut. any aloofness '~n h!!:t: e..ltp;e~s16ti:, Sh; looked' ,at me with .her 

, e'yebrows r.aisea, very" y OLU?B·now', her~~'e·ye~ absolut'ely genuine and . 
I... • .. I. '!- ~ 1 .l, ~ _ ~ • •. r 

mpen. ,She t.oue'hed ~he .engine'er' S arm: and asked him for a c~:lgarette. 

'. He took the' casso fro~ ~ii:is ,'pgcket ~ ~hoae' omi' carefully •. then put 1t: 
~ l. ......... ~ • ~. ~. _ ; .... 

to h~r' :lips..ThemomSlt't he' had flrilsheq his 'c,of1'ee she ci~~ped, 

: herha.rids. and' told the boy t'O ~ake' away:, the ~ups .• ,. - She d'!d' not 

• r "trOUble to c'omb he~ hair, or stralg~ten he~ dre,sa; she' no longer 
-

.' seemed to pay ~ny att'ention to herself', but 
be'baved: w.l,i~ a. 'warm.. 

\ II, -
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rather c:arefree naturalne ss, flushed" and keen-eyed. 

We all talked' mor.e loudly now J our word s rushing in upon 

each other, and' we laughed' aonatantly. The, young Frenohman l~ftJ 

and' his g,irl came to Join USi, te,lling Badia in French all he had 

aaid' to her. Bad,la was lively and talkative, as I had never seen 

her. before.. All the room followed her mood,: the place was no 

longer full of statues, and it seemed to me that in the last few 

momenta, aince the engineef\ had burst from the oubicle at the end 

of the a.orridor, true b,lood: had" come baok into our ve:1'-ns,. Where 

we sat was no longer a temple, in hallowed stillness;, with everyone 

a watcher, erec~t, and withdrawn, but a room 'at last wlt,h men and 

women, close together. an~, endlessly talking, full of desire,S. 


